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]. The Purchaſe of Grace, 


ſhewing the Excellency of Chriſt, 
and the Graces of His Spirit. 


[ T. The Soules Delight! in Gods! | 


Tabernacles, ſhewing the Excellency 


of Time, ſpent in Dates of Govp's 
Solemne Service. 


Inſtances i in the chiefe, viz. 


Prayer, 
Word, and 
C Sacraments. 5 


Motives and direftions for tight performance. 
Laſtly, The chiefe Vſurpers of time diſcovered, 


with apt remedies againſt each of them, 


The Contents of the Books are Methodically expre#t in 
the Margent, which to the diligent Reader may 
ſerve 1 inftead of a TABLE, 
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A Treatiſe. Shevving the! 


excellency o Chriſt, and the | 
Graces of his Spirit, the true Gold. | 


\Rules to diſcover the Gold of true Grace| 
| fromcounterfeit. The Chriſtianstrueriches, 
| in theenjoyment of this Gold, | | 


| With Directions how, and of whom to | 
Frome this wealth, | 
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the things thou cauſt deſire, are not to bee 
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TO | 
The Righe VVorſhipfull 


the Maſter, Wardens, Aſhſtants' 


and Communalty of the Myſtery 
of the Mercers in Lozdon, ry _ 
right worthy-friends and 
Patrons, &C. 


Right Worſhipfull, &c. . 


FR? Ot lamentable it is to ſee 
WA DD ens eager purſuit of earth- 
41) y vanities, and their wo- 


#47 * 4 SL; 


7 CI a. of true ſaving grace, which 
& durable riches. To which two, may 
be fuly applyed that which was ſaid of 
Saul and David (the two firſt Kings of 
Iſrael) [c. that the one bath [laine thou- 
ſands ,and the other tenue thouſands : both 


2) þ full neglect, and contempt | 


which ariſe chiefely (as 1 conceive) from 


mens ignorance, or the want of the know- 


2 a7 


| ledge, of theworth andexcellency of piety 
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and true feare of God, or ſaving grace. 
For (4s our Saviour ſaid te the woman of 
Samaria, 70h. 4. 10.) It thou kneweſt | 
the gift of God, &c. So if they knew 
theſe gifts of God, in the true reſplendent 
nature of them , if men were but acquain- 
ted with the worth, andexcellency of thu 


+ precious, aud yolden commodity of trac | 
i ſaving grace, they would not labour jo 


 immoder:tely forthe meat thatperiſheth, 
bat for the meate that endureth toever- | 
laſting life (4s our Saviour himeſelfe ſpeak- | 
 £th, Toh, 6. 29.) yea, they would not be ſs 
| cumbred (with Martha) about many 
things, whileſt , in the meane time, the 
| one thing needfull 3s negleed ; but | 
rather (with Mary) chooſe the detter | 
part, which ſhould neverbetaken from 
|cthem, Luk. 10.42. To this end, I at | 
firſt faſtened my meditation upon ths por. | 
trop of Scripture, and tooke into my ſert- 
0195 conſideration this clauſe of holy Writ, | 
yea, and have ſtill fixed my ſaadeſt 
thoughts upon this pros Counſell of our | 


] 
# 


- | bleffed Saviour, wherein the great Conn- 
[ello of heaven and earth doth give his 
1 bleſſed adviſe to the ſonnes of men, whom 
8 hee generally findeth like the Church of | 
| | Laodicea 


* 


tA 


| 


, | 
findeed,and commendeth anto #s,the worth 


mm 


i 


| not only the worth and excellency of grace it | 
|ſelfe, but alſo the admirable worth of ſuch 
4s dg enjoy this precious Tewell,that all ſuch | 
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and poore, and blinde, anduaked; now un” 


| P - 
| full and wretched condition, He propoun- 


(this Text, Rev, 3+ 18. Icounſcll thee 


{chat rhou mayeſt berich. Wherein our 
| Saviour directeth is nnto the true riches 
aud excellency of Himſelfe, his merits,and 
graces of his Spirit, that they are all of a 
right precious nature, and of great worth 
and value, even gold tryed inthe fire, 
and ſuch as will truely enrich us unto lite 


ts ſhew the great worth, and tranſcendent 
excelleacy of true ſaving grace, that it 1s 
mo#t filly reſembled to Gold tryed inthe | 
fire, yea, indeed to be farre preferred be- 


fore it, and that in ſandry reſpects ; Jen, ! 


are moſt excellent, and golden perſons | 


Laod icea, ſc. wretched, and miſerable | 
| 70 all ſuch, whom he findcth in thi wo- 
deth thes ſweete and heavenly counſell and} 
| direction (which is the groundof this en-| 


| ſ[u#ng diſcourſe) contained inthe words of 


to buy of mee gold tryed inthe fire, 


cternall, Tn proſecuting of which Text, 1| 
| have runne this courſe, and endeavoured 
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1 ty. Farther, by way of application, I have 
| earneſtly preſſed, and perſwaded unto the 


| whether they be of a right gelden nature, 


way £ 


+ being miſtakes, as alſo, the poſsibility of 


ne 
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inaced, as comming of golden parentage, 
having agolden portion and inheritance, 
and alſo golden attendants, having the 
holy eAngels of God daily to pitch their | 
Tents round about them, for their ſafe- | 


ho. DA———_— 


duty of examination, that wee ſhould all 
try, what metall our graces arc madeof, 
yea, or 10, eAnd breguſe her etawe are all 
of us naturally backward, I have therefore | 
endeavoured to enforce the duty by ſundry 
HMotives, drawne from the conſideration 


of the difficulty of the duty, the aanzer of 


| 


| performance, and comfort that will hereby 
redound unto us, when the worke is once | 
| :c broughly performed, eAnd that we may 
zot bee aecetved about it, nor guPd with | 
Sathans devices, in abuſineſſe of ſuchim- 
portange, I have therefore alſo endeavon- 


bl bo | ſuch 


|rcd to manifeſt and diſcover the true | 
| 7241 kes and characters of this golden | 
| meiall; together with the comfortable, 
| and happy eſtate and condition of all ſuch, 
25 doe exjoy this precious commodity. | 
2. 1 have endeatoured to prove, that all 
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ſuch as have true grace, are abſolutely and 
incomparably the richeſt perſons in the | 
world, and that piety is the beſt, and ſu- | 
reſt way to make us truly and ſpiritually 
rich, So that, if there be any that are ready 
zoſay ; Who will ſhew us any good | 
| Let ſuch come, andſee the ſhorte#F, and yet | 
| the ſureſt way to get wealth, yea, durable] - 
riches, andrizhteouſneſſe. Laſtly, if any | 
be (6 farre wrought upon, as to cry out with | 
thoſein the Goſpell, Lord,cvermore give } | 
us this bread, this wealth, this precious | 'Y 
treaſure ; I have therefore, in the laſt 
place, endeavoured to diſcover the direct 
meanes to obtaine#t, and that is, Buying. 
* And the rather to encourage us tothe mak- 
ing of this happie bargaine for our ſoules; 
'Þ | 1havehere deſcribed the excellency of the 
'Þ | Chapman, that isreadve to ſell us this rare 
| | commuditie of ſaving grace. Here you ſhall 
alſo finde a deſcription of all the partics-| 
| | £:75, requiſite ro the making up of this bat- 
. || | gaimewith Chriſt, Here you ſhall findethe 

| price of grue grace, and the great varietie 
of ſuch cuſtomers , as are readie (in appear- | 
ance ) to bargaine with this ſpiritual and | 
| heavenly Cha)man : Here have you the 
ſamme and ſubſtance of this TReatTiSE. 
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[tine ! Men doeeventake care, how to piſſe 
| away that precious time, which is never to 


be recalled, but of it ſelfe paſſeth away as | 


Whereunto 1 have adjoyned another of like| 
argument ; ſhewing the worth and excel- 

 lency of the timethat isſpent in Gods ſey-| 
vice,or inthe nſec ofthe means5to get grace; 

wh;ch ſeemcth fitly annexed tothe former | 
Treatiſe: for if true ſaving gratebe ajew- 
ell of ſuch wortb, then time ſpent inthe uſe 
of the beſt meants 10 get grace, muſt needs 


which # able to build us up farther avd 


by may a man take up a lamentation, in re- 
gard of the generall defett among men, 
inthe wofpll miſ- (pending of their precious 


the mo#t ſwift Ships. Now the deſireof my 
ſoule, is wot onely to bewailethis dangerous 


fenne of waſting and miſ-ſpending of pre- 


abuſe this may, To this end, 1have endea- 


be the beſt ſpent time : For how can any | 
| ( that earneſtly thirſt after ſeving grace ) 
| ſpend their time better , then in diligent 
| attendance upon the Word of Gods grace, 


farther, andto give us an inheritance a- | 
| mong all them rhatare ſanRified, as the 
Apoſileſpeaketh, At. 20.32*0h how juſt- 


— - att. Ht no. 


he 


ciows time; but alſo to doe my beit endea-| 
| Vour,to reform this general and monſtrous 
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voured | 
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# ſt elfe I durſft P ben pref! ame toſay t'was 
right worthy of you;though in reſpec? of the 


| manner of illuſtration of them,I havejuſt- 


ly and fitly called unworthy. To you there- 
fore are theſe fruits of my poore labours 
dedicated, by wheſe encouragement , the 
Author himſelfe hath beene ſupported, and 


his Miniftery, Accept therefore, 1 pray 


| you, of this poore paper, as a publike tet. 


71019 to the world , of my thankefull ac- 
| krowledzement of your noble favours to- 


_Y 


\ pily be encouraged to proceede inthe good 
worke,which you have brgunne, ſo maine- 
ly importing, not onely my good in partt- 
cular, but alſo the goodof ſundry others, 
who will have canſe ( T hope ) to bleſſe God 
for ya, that he hath beene pleaſed to make 
you the worthy inſtruments of upholding 
the meanes of grace among them ; yea,and 


— 


_— 
___ 


fo c#abliſh for their good, the ſpiritual 
Jolnkged of their foules, that they may now 
'come 4nd buy freely, bread, milke, and 
| wine , without money, and without 


- | Price, as the Prophet ſpeaketh, Ua. 55.1, 


2. Yea, the deſire of my ſoule ts, that p- 
fff 


ths — _— dt. A A dll 
td hm —— 


better enabled to proceede inthe worke of 


| wards me, and- kinde and ſpecial reſpect | 
unto me.By peruſall und ho may hap- | 
c 


———_—_—— 


_e___ 
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| 


| and ſo diſcharge the truſt committed to you 


| have diſcharged,' ( asit is beſt knowns t0 | 


Dedicatory. 


eee ne IRIS 


en... Afi ere, 


firſt fruits of my labours may taſte and re- 
liſh ſo ſwectly in the palate ef your ſoults, 
that you may hereby ſee cauſe, never tore- 
pert you of the pains which you hawvetake, 
and the coft which you bavye this way ex. 
pended, bus may ſtill be perſwaded to con- | 
tinue your lowing reſpects towards me, and | 
your 2eale tothe canſe of God,whichis here- 
by greatly advaxced and furthercd by you, | 


by that Late famons, and admirably chari- 
table aud worthy Gentleman, M*.Richard | 
Fiſhburne, who committed money to your 
truſt, to be voth religiouſly and charitably 
employed. Which truſt, how faithfully you 


God, and to your owne couſciences, which | 
are as ſo many thouſand witneſſes ) ſo I my | 
ſelfe am not 1enorant of your noble & wor- 
thy proceedings ; but out of my experience, 
to my,comfort, and your credit, am able 
both to ſpeake, and to write of your fidelitie 
and liberalitie, which you are wont to nſe 
in theſe caſes : beſides alſo, that I am well 
acquainted with your dealings with others 
beſides my ſelfe, on this behalfe. Moſt plad- 
ly habe do I take hold on this opportuni. 


| A. DS. 


| tie, to manifeſt unto the world, my thanke- 
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ul after (with all diligence) you had ſufficient | 


| | | ther | 
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The Epiſtle | 
full ackrowledgment of your ſpeciall reſpet? 
ito re, tn this caſe and of this your noble 
 courteſie, CAs thebenefits therefore which 
7 have received from you are publike, and 
| 1anifeſt unto ſo many : ſo likewiſe doe 1 
deſire, that my acknowledgement hereof 
ſhonld not onely be reall and heartie, but 


 pablike alſo. Foy I have not yet forgotten | 
( though {© many yeares agoe ) how freely | 


i and kindely I was choſen by you,to partici- 
| pate in the fruits and pledges of your love, 


tryall, both of my ſufficiency,and alſo of the 
' #nblawmcableneſſe of my life and converſa- 
| tron ; as touching both which, 1 traft you 
| have ever fee been fully ſatisfied. In moſt 
t gratefull manner alſo I dee acknowledge, | 
| with what peace and quietneſſe, for ſundry 
| Feares 70 gether, I freely did partake in .he 
fruits of your love towards me;neither was | 
i Tever at any time ſithence diſturbed, or 
| moleſied by you ; but rather moſt kindety 
| ſupported by you, againſt the moleſtation of | || 
| @rÞers , yea, and for the preſent, amidſt the | 
| dangers and orgies , wherewith I am 

ut oppreſſed alſo,ny chiefe 


| Lope and expectation of reliefe in this caſe, | 


GAG 


| { next under God ) is wholly from you , net- 


—— — 
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| 


| 


| 


and amiable beautic of the cauſe it ſelfe, 


| mons,, preached in the Countrey among the 


ther age 1 well know what to doe, but mine 
eyes are upon you ; and not onely mine, but 
alſo the eyes of ſundry others, both in Citie, 
and Countrey, are ſteadily fixed on you,ex_ 
pecting what the iſſue and event will be. 
Goe on therefore nobly ſtill, and with your 
wiſedome and undaunted conrage, vindi-| 
cate the cauſe in hana,and cleere thoſe dif- 
ficulties and great encumbrances, which \ 
are lately falleys upon: the Refforie ( which 
I do enjoy and conſequently,upou my ſelfe: 
wherennto let theſe poore labours of mine 
encourage you, together with the yoodneſſe 
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<< 
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For if true ſaving grace, beof ſuch rare 
worth and value , then ſurely the coft and | 
paines that is beſtowed to uphold the means 
of grace, muſt likewiſe needs be well em-| 
ployed. Theſe Treatiſes were ſeverall Ser- | 


people committed to my Charge : and good | 


| 


| 


| 


reaſon me thinketh it is, that T ſhould give + 
ſome fpeciall account of my labours to jos, | 
from whoſe hands,Thavereceiveathe grea- | 
rſt part of my maintenance, and that con-. 
flantly, for more then ſeven yeares togt« | 


ther. W1ich endeavonrs of mine jf plaine | 
and homely, are notwithſtanding thus far | 
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juſtly to be excuſed , namely , that they 
were preached to aplaine Countrey people, 
which theuzh of good affection and incli- 
nation towards pietie,( 1 hope ) are yet but 
of meant and ſmall capacitie, and under. 
ſtanding in the things of God. Beſides, my 
| care hath ever beene, rather to ſpeake to the 
hid man of the heart, in a plaine way, then 
tickle the eare with a neat diſcourſe, per- 
haps not under flood, and therefore without | 
all benefit and profit. Beſides, no marvell 
if theſe Sermons want ornaments, when | 


the Apthoar himſelfe was ſcarce ſupplyed 


7 wat dt 
_ | 
"—"- 


with neceſſaries ; the greateit part of my 
| 22anes, at that time, being wholly taken 
from me ; ſo that ſome ſmall pittazice outly | 
| of outward meanes was left me , though 

| God in hi goodneſſe hath graciouſly ( by 
| your hands principally ) provided for me. 
' The I propound, not onely by way of juit 
excuſe, for theſe my impoliſhed labours, | 
but alſo to preſerve alive, aud keepe awake 
| 104r pitie and compaſiiontowards me, and 
#0 ſtirre up your Zealows care and diligence 
| iu the cauſe of God, which ſeemeth ſome 
| way endangered: yea, hereby you fball deep-. 
by engage a number of poore ſoules to pray 
| for you, when they perceive the _—_— 
of \ 
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of your lowe, towards both them, and zne, 
in ſupporting of me , by way of mainte. 
nance, that I may ſtill impart the Word of 
life among them, and goe onftill tefulfill 


the Miniſtery, which Thave received of 


the Lord In $U s. Thus leaving theſe 
things 10 your grave and loving conſidera- 
tion ; 1 commend the booke unto your read- 


the Ulmightie, and both your (elves, and 
it, unto his bleſſing. I humbly take leave, 
ana ref 


Your Worthips, ever to be 
Canwicke 


this g. of commanded 1n the Lord, 
Inly.1638- 
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| Rn v..3. xk 
I conn ſell thee to bay of me Gold tryed 1n the 
*Y that thaw mayeſt be rich. 


IZ Veb 3 is the gracious diſpoſition 
of the Almighty, and/fo ſweete 
is his cariage towards his dear- 
eſt krvants, that he doth uſt- 
ally moſt comfortably reveale, | 
and cominunicate himfelte unto | 
them 1n "ION extremitics,hc hath his Cordials | 
ready againſt the ficke fits of his children, he | 
loveth to comfort the abjet, 70 {inde wp the 
broken hearted, to ſpeake peace to the atHicted : 
Itneſſe. the cariage of our Saviour towards 
Saint 7ohz, that beloved Diſciple, alwayes be- | 
oved, but moſt manifeſted in his afflictions ; | 
when doth the Lord reveale himtelte to him, 
> Freely and fally, but in his baniſhment, 
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in the ſpirit, upon the Lords day ;, wer. 10, then 


TCUAP.1> 
when he was baniſhed into the Iſle Patmos, 
Revel. 1.9. then, and there was he -aviſhed 


The purchaſe of Grace, 
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commeth the great, and yet {weete voyce of 
Chrift, with a charge to write, and [endit to 
the ſeven Churches of eAſia, ver. 11. unto 
E pheſins, and unto S myrua, unto Pergames, 
and unto Thyatira, unto Sardys, and Philadel- 
phia, and unto Laoaicea, unto theſe ſeven, the 
Evangeliſt dedicateth this booke of the Reve- 
lation, chap. 1.4. John, to the ſeven (hurches 
of Aſia : and unto each of theſe he direceth} 
(as from (rift) a ſeverall Epiſtle. 
Now the words which I have read,are part 
of the Epiſtle written to the Church of Laoar- 
cea ; which continueth from wer. 14. to the 
end of the Chapter. The Epiſtle it ſelfe con- 
ſiſteth of three parts. 
1. A Procmium , or inſcription of the 
Epiſtle, ver, 14- 
2. A Narration, or fubje& matter of the 
Epiſtle, unto ver, 22, 
3. A Pcroration, or concluſion, Verſe 
the laſt. h 
Againe, 1n the ſecond part, or Narration,ff v 
we have three things. rh 
1. A Reprehenfion, 1ncrepation, or ob-| B 
Jurgation, ver, 15. 16, 17. cl 
2. An Exhortation,or direq1on, v.18.19, 2: 
3. A ſolkemne promiſe, or proteſtation,ſ] g' 
Ver. 20. 21, ye 
Now the words which I have rcad, ard” 
part of the exhortation, or diretion. And in 


general 


i 
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The purchaſe of Grace. 


general, they hold out our Saviours ady iſe, or 
Counſell to the Church; wherein he fitly pre- 


tics, a falve for every fore : They were wretch- 
ed, and miſerable,and poore, and blind, and naked, 
| Now 1n this verſe wee have a remedy for all 
 thele. 


1. Here is gold, toenrich them. 


| kedneſke. 
3. Eyeſalve, to anoint their eyes, that 
Wi they might ſee; 
Wi 1 intend to inſiſt only upon the firſt of theſe, 
WW which containeth a remedy for their Pore; 
and wretchedneſſe. I connſell thee to buy of me 
Wi .c0/d. tryed 1n the fire, that thou mayeſt bee rich. 
Which words are the adviſe and counſell of 
| our bleſſed Saviour (the great Counſellor, 1/a. | 
Ml 9.6.) to this Church of Zaarcea, and in them | 
to us alſo, and ro all true Chriſtians to the end 
ell of the world. _ Fee. | 
Now (mee thinxes) in this I ſhould have | 
ef every mans attention ; for behold; wee have | 
here a Lecture of thrift, a way, nay the onely | 
1, way to be made truely rich : There bee many | 
that ſay, who will ſhew ns any good, Pſal. 4.6? | 
5-0 Behold, here's for you Summun bouum, the 
chieteſt good, Gold, yea, Goldrried in the fire, | 
9. gold tu enrich you ; gold and better then 
ny gold, darable riches, that which will make | 
you rich indeed, rich towards God; as our Sas | 
re V1our ſpeakes, Zztk, 1 2. 21. I 
inf Now for the'parts of the Text. Here is 


{cribes, ſeverall remedies for all their infirmi- | 


2, White Rayment, to cover their na- | 
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et 


dire&ion to get a precious and excellent com- 
modity, metaphorically kt out unto us, under 
the name of cold. Wherein we have more 
particularly « deſcribed. 7. The worth and cx- 
 cellency of it, gold tryedin the fire ; that is, a 
rectous, rare, fpirituall commoditie, which is 
like gola tryed in the fire, 2. The meanes to at- 
taine it,and that is,buying ; it muſt be bought, 
. The Chapman of whom we muſt buy it, 


lency of the commodity. And fo you ſe the 
parts'of the Text, and the words divided, 

2, For the explication and fenke of the 
words. The words are metaphoricall ; the 


| Chapman, the Commodity, the Bargaine, the 


Profit, all is ſpiritualt. x. The Chapman is 


' ( viſt, even «and , that ſendeth the Epiſtle 


to this Church, He is the Chapman. 2, The 
commodities to be bought here, are the graces 
of Gods Spirit, or (if you pleaſe ) Chrift him- 


| ſelfe, and the graces of his Spirit; that accom- 


pany falvation 5; whichare wy compared un- 
to gold tryedin the f fire ; and that in many re- 


| fpects (as wee ſhall ſe by and by) The! bar- 


gaine, or buying, 1s ſpirituall, and foare the 
riches here mentioned, ſpirituall riches, ſuch 
as will makeus rich towards God. 

The words thus opened and explained, doc 
hold out unto us theſe three Propoſitions, orf 
points of Inſtru&ion, or Dofrine. 


and that is briſt, buy of we, faith our Saviour. | 
4. The end of buying, that thou mayelt be 
rich, which argueth ſtill the worth and excel- 


I, That (rift Tſo, and the faving graccsſ th 
ol 


Y he purchaſe of Grace, 45 wa 
of his S pirit, are fitly reſembled and com- 


pared unto gold, yea pure gold, Gold tryed $1 


the fire. of = | 
2, That tins gold, 1s the only meanes, to | 2. Dea, |. | 


_— 


make us ſpiritually, and truly rich, 
3. That all rhat would have this precious | 3. Dot; 
commodity, muſt buy it of Chrisf, —_ 
Firſt, of the firſt of theſe, /c. this, That | Poriner. | 
Chriſt 1eſis, and his merits, together with the | Th Fit} 
ſaving graces of his Spirit, are fitly reſembled | ving graces | | 
unto gold, yea, ge/dtryedn the fire. Hereupon | = _ bly * 

it 15, that the Tabernacle and the Temple were | compared 
both ſo adorned with gold, becauſe they were | 79, Golf 

the Types of our Saviour, and the graces of | we. 

his Spirit, Exod, 37. 6, 1 King.7.48, 'There 
was the Table of gold, and the Aitar of gold, | 
and the Bowles, and the Tongs, and the 
Snuffers, all of pure gold, &c. And why all 
this, butto teach us, that (rift, and the gra- gn 
ces of his Spirit, are fitly reſembled to gold. A 
Marke the anſwer of (bis Spouſ, to the} 
daughters of Ferufalem, Cant. 5. when they | 
asked, What 15 thy beloved, more than another be- | 
loved ? obferve her anſwer, Yer. 10. Ay belo- 
ved ts white and ruddy, the chiefeſt of texne thou- | 
ſand, Ver. 11. His head is as the moſt fine oold, | 
He 1s Iike unto moſt fine gold, yea, gold tryed in 
the fire, So the Church ecloathed with the me- | 
rits of Chriſt, and adorned with the graces of | 
his Spirit,is covered(as it were) with cloth of 
gold, Upon thy right hand did ſtand the Ducene, 
in gold of Ophyr, faith the Text, Pal. 45. 9. 
that is, cloathed with (ri/t,and the > 
B 3 Us. | 
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' Precious, 


| tke gold. 


Fo 
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| his Spirit, which are'pure and precious, like 


dire. 


A The purchaſe of Grace,  Cuav l.| 


Cs 


the gold of Ophyy. And fo againe, Yer. 13. 
The Kings Dazughter 5 all glorious within, (that 
is, the Church-js glorious in Gods account) 
He; cloathing 15 of wrought gold : this 1s very 


Now the Reafons of the poynt might be 
many ; I will but inſtance in ſome few of 
many. 

Gold tryed in the fire, is very precious, of 
Sreat worth and value : fo 1s Chriſt, even 1n} 
his lowelt eſtate, when he ſcemeth moſt deſpt- 
cable, and worthles ; yet 1s he, even then, 
moſt precious : aiſatlowed indeed of men,but cho- 
ſen of God, and precions, fayth the Apoſtle, 
1 Pet. 2. 4. and v. 6, Behold, } lay in Sion 4 
chiefe corner ſtone, eleit , and precious ; though 
the Zewiſh builders rejected this Stone, yet 
was heexcceding precious in Gods account. 
And as Chriſt himfelte 1s precious, fo are the 
graces of his Spirit ; ſuch as wiſfdome, and 
knowledee, and faith, and love, &c. theſe are 
precious jewels, and therefore fitly reſembled 
unto gold. Sce what the holy Ghoſt fayth of 
Wiſedome, Pro. 3. 13, 14. Happie ts the man | 
that findeth Wiſaome, ard the man that getteth 
emnaerſtanding : for the merchandiſe thereof , 15 
better then the merchanaiſe of ſilver ; and the 
gaine thereof, is better then fine gold : ſhee is more 
precious then Rubies, cc, See here rhe precious 
nature of ſpirituall, and heavenly Wiſdome. 
The like may be faid of faith,and other graces. 
Hence that phraſe,of precious faith : To all that 


have \ 
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| cold that periſheth, 1 Pet, 1.7. 
Secondly, Gold 1s of efpeciall uſe to pa 

debts, ro keepe, or redeeme ont of priſon : { 

are the merits and blood of Chriſt ; they re- 


with aprice, ayth the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 6. 19,20. 
Whar price? not filver and gold, but with the 
precious blood of (/hriſt, as of a Lambe without 
ſpot, 1 Per. 1,18, 19. Of him are yee un ((hriſt 


God is made unto us, wiſdome, and righteouſueſſe, 
and ſanttification, and redemption ; O golden 
Chriſt ! by the helpe of whoſe merits, we pay 
the Debrs which we owe to our heavenly Fa- 
ther ; yea, by this gold are we redeemed, and 
ſet at libertie from the priſon of hell, and 
_ the bondage and ſlavery of finne and Sa- 
tnan. | | 

» Thirdly, Gold tryed 72 the fire, is very pure, 
-and cleane, there 1s no droft left in it : fo is 
Chriſt pure, as well as precious : ſo are the 


| 


pure faith, or faith unfained ; pure love, with- 
out diſſembling, ſincere or pure truth, with- 


have obtained like precions faith with us, fayth 
the Apoſtle, 2 Per. 1, 1. If you aske, how pre- | 
cions this grace is : He anſwereth, That the | 
tryall of our faith is much more precious then of 


deeme us from hell, and death : yee are boyghr 


Feſtes, fayth the Apoſtle, T Cor.'r. 30, Who of 


graces of Gods Spirit,true grace is pure grace, 


out hypocrifie, 1 Ti. 1.5. Now the end of 
the Commandement 1s charitie, or love, out | 


of a pure heart,and a good,or pure conſcience, * 


and faith unfained ; faith without mixture, 


that is pure faith, ſuch faith and love are gol- 


B4. - den 


2. Reaſon. 
Fir to pay 
debrs ys Or 
keepe out 
ot prifon, 


>. Reaſon. 


- Becauſe - 


pure, like 
evld, 


——— WARE c_ <> 


* 2 q. ; Fe 
ro! b- *% -< 
| + Fv (e” 4 j I - 
| 17-5; 


_— 
©. 


"—_ 
o 


 { Becauſe fit 


4+ Reaſon. 
{| for purchaſ Co 


| ” 


den graces indeed : Let love be without diſſimu- 
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lation, fayth the Apoſtle, Rom, 12.9. there is 
pure love indeed : it is an excellent place, 
x Pet. 1. 22. _— rhat yee have purified your 
ſoules,xp: obeying the truth, through the Spirit, 
unto unfwined love of the brethren ; ſee that yee 
love one another, with apare heart, fervently : 
here is pure gold indeed, wrought by the pure 
Spirit of God, there is the Authour of it : in 
obeying the truth, there 1s the inſtrumental 
meanes of it : pure, and unfained loue, out of 
a pure heart, there is the fruit of it. 
Fourthly, Gold tryeden the fires fit for pur- 
chaſe, it commandeth what the earth can af- 
foord : ſo doe (rſt, and his merits, and gra- 


| 3. I goe to prepare a place for you, So that a man 


ces, they doe purchaſe Heaven for us ; Heaven 


is an inheritance, and given freely, in reſpz& | 


of any merits of ours, but merited, and pur- 
chaſed for us by Chriſt ; He is our great pur- 
chaſer, He purchaſeth Heaven for us, and in 
our name,and 1s gone to take poſſetſion for us, 
and to prepare a place for us there. He pur- 
chaſed it for us by his merits ; hence that 
phraſe, Epheſ. 1. 14. Vatill the Redemption of 
the purchaſed peſſeſſion, tayth the Apoſtle, And 
when he had purchaſed it for us, He went to 
poſkiſ it, and prepare a place for us , 7oh. 16. 


__— — 


' his graces, 1s fit to make a purchaſe of Heaven. 
| So that Chriſt, and his merits, are in this re- | 


inte:eſted itn Chriſts merits,and adorned with 


ſc& alſo fitly rekmbled unto gold; they make 
a golden purchaſe, or purchaſe a golden place 


| 
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| Fifthly, Gold 35 of an excellent uſe, for or- | ;. r-«fmr. 
nament, and beautie, as well as for purchaſe | Inretpca of 
and profit : thus the Tabernacle and Temple | >*=< and | 
were adorned with gold, to make then! glo- =_ 
rious, and beautifull ; fo is the Church, by the | 
merits, and graces of Chriſt , become a glort- | 
ous Church ; Pal. 45. 13. The Kings dangh- | | + 
ter 5 all glorious within : How cometh that to | 
paſſe? Surely by the gold of Chris merits and | "| 
graces : for it followeth, Her cloatuing zu of | 
wrought gold ; there 1s her chicfe ornament : | 
ſo doe the graces of Gods Spirit, they doe e- | 
ven adorne.us in Gods account, faith, and | 
love, and meekneſke ; O woman great is thy 
| faith! Mat.15. 28. there is her ornament ; '7 
have not found ſo great fauth, no, not in Iſrael, 
fayth our Saviour, ar. 8, 10, there is the 
Centurions ornament : ſo of Abraham; faith- 
full Abraham ; a man ſtrong in the faith , and 
oe: glory to God, Rom. 4. 20. Golden Abra- | 
am,there is his ornament : Loſes the meekelt | 
man upon earth, Numb. 12, 3. Now the man | 
Moſes was very meeke, above all the men Which | 
were upon the face of the earth ; there is his or- 
nament : an ornament indeed , and that of } 
great price, even in the eſteeme and account 
of God himfelte : obſerve it, 1 Per. 3. 3, 4. ke 
the Apoſtles dire&ion to wives, how to a- 
dorne themſelves, with better ornaments,then | 
gold and ſilver ; Whoſe adorning, let it not be 
that outward agorning of plaiting the haire, and 
wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparell, that 
is,coſtly apparcll; theſ are poore or RAR ; 
wanat 
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The purchaſe of Grace, ”. Cuapy.l,' 


what then ? that we ſhall ſee, v.. 4. but the hid- 
aen man of the heart, in that which 1s not cor- 
ruptible, even the ornament of a mecke, and 
 quict ſpirit, which 1s 1n Gods account,a _ 

| of great price ; loe, a man or womans chiete 
| ornament ! If we would ( in ſtead of rich and 
| coftly apparell)put on the ornament ofa meek 
and quiet ſpirit , and readily paſſe by ſuch 
wrongs and 1njuries, as are offred unto us, 
It would be a farre better, and a much cheaper 
ornament, then gold, and ſilver, and all the 
| fine cloaths in the world, So that even in this 
reſpect allo,C#ri/?,and the graces of his Spirit, | 
are fitly reſembled unto gold, yea, gold tryed || 
a the fire. 
Sixthly, Gold hath a very good ſmell, a 
WO | {weet ſayour : however, it 1s true in reſpect 
Delis ad; | Of the gaine of it, for that hath a ſweet ſmell, 
Bl | /zc:; e re | In the moſt mens account : ſo hath Chriſt, his 
WH | 4uabbet. [merits and graces have a {weet ſmelling fa- 
bf your in the Lords account; even the facrifice 
of Chri#t, the offering himſelfe up 1n facrifice 
| to God for us, ſmelled ſweetly in the noſthrils 
of God. It is a ſweet place to this purpoſe, 
Epbeſ.'5. 2. And walke in love, ( there 1s our 
dutic) 4s Chriſt alſo hath loved us,(there 1s our 
| patterne ) andbath given himſelfe for us, (there 
| 15 the expreſſion and demonſtration of it ) ar 
offering , and a ſacrifice to God, for a ſweet ſmel- 
| ng ſavonr : the fweeteſt ſmelling gold 1s not 
| herein comparable to the facrifice of Chreſ. 
| | Yea, and not onely his facrifice, and merits, 
| but alſo the graces of his Spirit, have alfo a # 
ſweet | 
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The purchaſe of Grace. 


| ſweet ſinelling favour ; fuch as faith, and love, 
| and charitie, &c. See whatthe Apoſtle fayth 
of that ſweet grace of charitie, Phz/. 4. 18. 
ze what the Apoſtle teſtifieth of the charitie 
of theſe Philippians ; Having received the things 
which were [ent from you,an odor of a ſweet ſmell, 
a facrifice acceptable, well pleaſing to God : for 
that a charitable heart,1s an heart worth gold, 
cven in this reſpe&t ; For with ſuch Sacrifices 
God 75 well pleaſed, ſayth the Apoltle , ſpeaking 
| of this very grace, Heb. 13.16 ' 
Seventhly, Gold is the means to make men 
| rich : ſo doth Chri#, and his graces ; as wee 
ſhall ee in the next poynt. 


SILSLSCICUCELESINDES 
 Cuamn Ls 


Containing the two firſt Yfes of the poynt, 
ic. Inſiruttion, and Reprehenſion. 


——_—— 


DLOw the Vics of this poynt are ma- 
kh ny, and of ſpeciall weight and 


wv Q FD K 
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JE 9g tion, and Reprehenſion ; and alſo 
for Examination, and Exhortation, 

1. This Doctrine ferveth for Inſtruction. 
The knowledge of this truth, leadeth and d1- 
receth us to the knowledge of other truths. 

For firſt, Is trne ſaving grace htly reſembled 
unto gold ? This ſheweth then the worth and 
excellency of true ſaving grace ; it isa farre 
more excellent and precious commodity, then 
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> | The purchaſe of Grace, Cuav. I1.| 


men uſually account it;clſe our Saviour wonld 
| never have called 1t Gold, yea, goldrryed in the 
fire. So that an heart full of faving grace, is 
worth a purſe full of precious gold ; it is as 
precious as gold, yea , much more precious 
then the moſt fine gold. Thus much the wiſeſt 
Solomon, ( that knew the worth of both ) ex<-| 
preſly telleth us, Pro. 3. 14. where ſpeaking 
of wiſdome, { that is, ſpirituall and heavenly 
wiſdome,) he fayth, 7r i more precious they fine 
gold, The like the Apoſtle heb of true ſaving 
faith, 1t is much more precious then gold, Give 
me leave to ſhew you the en: ſaving 
grace, that it 1s more precious then the moſt 
precious gold and filver 1n the world:and this 
| I will manifeſt in theſe fixe particulars. 
| Grace better | 13, Gold is but ofa fading, periſhing nature 
W257 | and condition, hence is that phraſe of the Apo- 
1G - fa. | {tle,x Pet.1.7. T hat the tryall of your fatth,being 
Wy ding aud pe- much more precious, then gold that periſheth : but 
NM -— co ihe | on the contrary, Grace is that which endareth 
manent and | ##2t0 everlaſting tife, Toh, 6. 27, Hereupon'the 
ps wiſe man calleth it durable riches, Pro. 3.18, 
MN So that in this caſe, that ef the Palme may be 
fitly applyed, P/al. 102, 26. They ſhall periſh, | 
(that 1s, all ſublunary things are * a periſhing 
| condition, ) bt tho, O Lord, and thy ſaving 
| Brace, ſhall endure even for ever, Riches, and 
gold,and filver arc very fickle and uncertaine, 
they doe often betake them to their wings, and | 
| fly away, as an Eagle towards heaven, layth the 
| Wiſe man, Pro.23, 5. And charge the rich, that 
they truſt not in uncertaine riches, fayth the A- 
F>.. poltle, 
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The purchaſe of Grace 


poſtle, 1 Tim, 6, 17. Riches, and gold, and fil- 
ver,are very uncertaine, but grace 1s very per- 
manent and laſting;it is that good part which 
(hall not be taken Fn him, or her, that hath 
it, Luk. 10, 42, Therefore true ſaving grace 
is better then gold, even in this reſpect. 
2, Gold and ſilver, can neither comfort 
nor deliver him that hath it, in the day of 


in this caſe, and truſt in the multitude of their 
riches, but they are all utterly deluded in this 
caſe ; ſee Zeph. x, 17. 1will bring diſtreſſe upon 
men, ſayth the text ; yea but I have abundance 


now, what followeth even in the very next 
verſe, ( as it were on purpoſe to prevent, and 
blow away this vaine confidence ) verl. 18, 
T heir filver and their gold, ſhall not be able to de- 
liver them in the day of the Lords wrath ; but the 


whole Land ſhall be devoured by the fire of bus jea- 
laufie. No, no, Riches availe not in the day 


from death, as the Wiſe man hath told us long 
agoe, Pro. 11. 4. True faving grace, will at- 
foord both comfort in, and alfo deliverance 
from the fury of Gods wrath, When the Lord 
hath a purpoſe to bring an overflowtng ſcourg 
upon any Nation, or people; he hath a ſpeciall 
reſpe&t ( not to the rich, and wealthy, but ) to 
fuch as are godly and religious; The Lord hath 
choſen to himſelfe the man that us godly, Pfal.4.3. 
He hath fer ſuch an one apart for his own uſe, 


all ſach muſt have a marke ſet npon their fore- 
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Gods wrath : many do make gold their hope, | 


of gold and ſilver, (fayth the rich man) marke | 


of wrath , but Righreouſneſſe onely detivereth | 
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2. Grace is | | 
| able to help | | 
in the day jÞ 
of wrath. it 
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The purchaſe of Grace, Car. lT.] 
heads in the day of Gods wrath, leſt the d+-| 


Ezech, 9. 4, It the whole world be deſtroyed, 
| yet God hath a Ship for Noah, becauſe he is 
righteous and religious, Ger. 6. 13, 14, If Se- 
dome be conſumed, yet juſt Lot ſhall be ſpared, 
becaul his righteous ſoule was dayly vexed With 
the uncleane converſation of the wicked ; as the 
Apoſtle telleth us, 2 Per. 2. 7. God hath hi- 
ding places for ſuch mecke and holy ones ; 
They ſhall be hid in the day of the Lords wrath, 
Zepb. 2. 3. Sothen that which bringeth both 
comfort in, and deliverance from the day of 
Gods wrath, mult needs be farre more cxcel- 
lent and precious, then all the gold and filver 
in the world ;and therefore grace is more pre- 
cious then gold alfo in this reſpect. 

3. Gold and filver are but common bleſ- 
ſings, ſuch as Reprobates and caſt-awayes en- 
Joy, as well as-Gods ele& : even Cain, and 
| Nimrod, and Saul, &c, have had greater ſtorc 


Silver and gold have I none, layth the Apoſtle, 


As gold, conferd on Gods ele, ſuch as Moſes, 
and David, and Samuel, &C. es many 4s were 
ordained to cteraall life,beleeved, ſayth the text, 
eAFF.13. 48, Hence it is, that true ſaving 
faith, is called the faith of Gods elett, Titus 1.1. 
Now that which is a boone beſtowed on ſuch 
precious perſons, muſt needs be more precious 
then gold and filver, which are but ordinary 
and common favours. 


of thzk things, then Gods owne children z | 


Aft, 3. 6. But truc ſaving grace 1s alſo,as well 
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The purchaſe of Grace. , 


MM 4. Gold and filver cannot (of themſelyes ) 
o1veany true contentmettt or ſatisfaction to 

|| them that doe enjoy them ; Ercleſi 5. 10. He | mace 
TE that loveth fulver, ſhall not be ſatisfied with ſilver, | gold camor 
| &c. but like the dropſie man, the more he | ©. 
|| drinketh, the more thirſtie he is': fo Ezech. 7. 

| 19. They ſhall caſt their ſilver in the ſtreets, and 
their gold ſhall be removed : their ſilver and ther 
gold ſrall not be able to deliver them, in the day of | 
the Wrath of the Lord ; they ſhall not ſatwsfie their 
 ſoule, nor fill their boWells : Where we ſee, that 
gold and filver, can neither deliver, nor fatif- | 
tic and give contentment to ſich as are ſtored | 
with them, but are caſt away as unprofitable. 
in that caſe. But true pictie and faving grace, 
doth bring contentment with it, and giveth 
atisfaction to them that have it ; it doth e- 
ven fatisfie the ſoule,as with marrow and fat- 
neſſ> : 1 7m. 6. 6. But godlineſſe with content= | 
ment 15 preat gaine: it hath 1n it a kinde of 
{elfe-ſutticiency. Norhing could ſatisfie Paul, | 
til] he became religious, 'and was poſkſtd of | | 
this precious jewell of faving grace; and then 
{ce what an hard leflon he had learn'd, Phi. 4. | 
T1. Thave learned, i what eſtate ſoever f am, 
therewith to be content. Grace and true pictic 1s 
better then gold in this reſpe& alſo, beeauſe it f 
ſatisfieth farre better, and giveth contentment | , 
to ſuch as have it, . 

5. Grace is farre better then gold and fil-|,, 3 _ 
ver, becaule it procureth acceptance and fa- | cerhcncy 
your with God:but ſo cannot all the gold and __ 
filver in the world, A man may have great | As 
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Th purchaſeof Grace. Cuav. II, 


| ſtore of gold and ſilver, and yet be hated andi| 
abhorrcd of God for all that, as Cainand 7«-||M 
| das : but he that hath true ſaving grace, fuch || 
| as faith, and love, and the feare of God, &c, | 
hath ever fpeciall favour and acceptance with} 
God. It is an excellent ſpeech of the Apoſtle|i 
to this purpoſe, AZ. xo. 35. Of atruth I per-\il 
cerve that God ts no reſpetter of perſons ; but tn e-|ſl 
| very Nation, ( not he that 1s rich, and full of|fj 
gold and ſilver, but ) he that feareth God, and 
worketh riohteouſneſſe, #s accepted with him.\| 
See here, that ri ghteouſneſſ, and the true feare ||} | 
of God, are farrc better then gold and filvcr i} 

E 

( 

f 


in this reſpe&. Thdceed, among men , riches 
| prevaile much, gold and filyer are in great c- 
ſteeme ; for men /ooke onely upon the outward 
appearance ; but the Lord ſeeth not as man ſeeth, 
but beholdeth the heart if that be well qualified, ſ 
there is hope of acceptance with God ; but o- ||| 
therwiſe, all the'gold and filver 1n the world 


| Will not doe it, 1 Sam. 16.6, 7. { 


1 | My lea- Laſtly, A man may have great ſtore of gold |}; 
# | det roglo- | and filver, and yet perith eternally, and looſe |} 


T. his ſoule for ever : but ſo cannot he doe, that |[« 


1]. = hath true faving grace, as faith, and fach like, | 

| and perſevereth therein unto the end : He thas | 
| beleeveth ſhall never periſh, but have everlaFting | 
life, Toh. 3. 16. As he that beleeweth not, 15 con- | d 
ll demned alreadie - ſo he that truely beleeveth t 
"rl | ſhall neverbe condemned, but hath alreadic | 

1 | paſſed from death to life, Oh the precious excel- ||; 
lency of faving grace, in this regard, it faveth 
the foule |! Heb, 10, laſt, Ye argjnor of them that | 
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The purchaſe of grace. 4 

teaw backe to peraition , but of them that beleeve | 
to the ſaving of the ſoule. What were a man 
better, if he had all the gold and filver in the 


world, if he looſe his ſoule ; according to that 
of our Saviour, ar. 16. 26. What is a man | 


profited if he ſhould gaine the whole world, and 
looſe his own ſoule ? as the rich Glutton, Lak..| 


16. and the Churle, Zak; 12, 19, 20. but God 
yd unto him, Thos foole, this "__ ſhall they 
fetch away thy ſoule, and then what art thou 
the better for all thy gold and filver, &c? But 
rather, g:7ing all ailigente, agar to thy fauh ,ver- 
te ; and to thy vertue, knowledge, &c. for ſo an 
entrance (hall be made unto thee, exceeding d- 
bundantly,t#zto the everlaſting kingdome of Feſtss 
Chriſt, 2 Pet, 1. 5. with v: 11. Grace there- 
fore is farre better then gold alſo in this re- 
ſpeX; it 1s able to fave a ſoulz from death, and 
cover a multitude of ſinnes, fam.5. 20. 
Secondly , Is trus faving grace, ſo fitly re- 
'{{cmbled unto gold ? This theweth the worth 
and excellency of all true Chriitians ; fuch as 
have ſtore of true ſaving grace; they are the 
excellent upon carth, P/al, 16. 3. Ina word, 
they are golden perſons, they weare cloth of 
gold for their apparell ; their c/oarhing is of 
wrought gold, Pſal. 45. 13. they are even gol- 
den perfons. Fob 23. 10. He kuoneth the way 
that I take, and when he hath tryed me, 1 ſhall 
Pome forth the gold ; golden Job | So that in 
theſe caſes, molt true 1s that of Salomon, Prov: 
(12. 26, The righteors is more excellent then his 
reiebbour -: 1 tell yon, there is as much diff==| 
C. rence; 
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| perſons, they are even the Lords jewels, 
i al. 3.17. And they ſpall be mine, fayth the 


| faving grace; thou mayelt {ay, oh there goct 


T he purchaſe of Grace, Cuav.Il.\ 


rence,as betweene gold and droſie ; P/al.11y. 
119. Thou ſhalt caſt away the wicked like aroſe : 
Droſſ is ſcarce good enough for the dung-|ſ 
hill, when the gold is layd up in the chelt. ||| 
So that in this cafe, 1t 15 evident, that every || 
godly poore man, 1s better then any ungodly 
rich man whatſoever. See upon what ground 
and warrant I fpeake it; Pro. 28, 6. Better 
the peore, that walketh in his integritie, then he 
that is perverſe in his wayes, although he be rich : 
there 1s as much difference betweene them, as 


| betweene the chaftc aud the wheat, P/al.r. 3. 


and what is the chaffe to the wheat ? fayth the! 
Prophet, /cr. 23. 20, Yea, as betweene gold 
tryed in the fire, and drofſe : golden Daw, 
though in the poore barren wilderneſſe ; but! 
droſtie Nadal, though in rich and plenteous 
Carmel : drofſie Dives, but golden, becauk 


| godly, Lazarus. By this we ſee, who are the «+ 
- [noble{t and richeſt perſons 1n the world, evenſſſth 


they that are moſt godly, and religious.Graceſan 
ma-cth a man more precious then gold ; even 
more precious then the golden wedge of 0- 
phir, 1/2. 13. 12, Gods people arc precious 


Lord, in the day that I make up my Jewels. Secltſfat 
thou a n:n that fearcth God, rhat hath true 


a jewell of God, a golden perſon, there is aÞ/ a/ 
foule worth gold, yea, farre more preciousſſ#»r 
So tnat the cſtate of Gads people is a moreFCo, 
glorious ( it well conſidered ) then the eſtatFthe: 


| 
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The purchaſe of Grace. 
of the wicked, how full of pompe, and bra- 
very focver they may Rene to be, Give me 

| cave to ſhew you this briefly, in foure parti- | 

culars, 
| 1. They comeof farre more glorious and | 
| golden prom - they have the God of hea- 
ren and earth for their Father. atth. 6. 9g. 
they can truely ſay, as 1/2. 63. 16. Doubrleſſe | 
thu art our Father, though Abrabam know us 
not, and Iſrael be ignorant of us, yet thou art our | 
Father, But as fr the wicked, it is not fo with 
them they come of baſe and unworthy paren- 
tage ; their Father 1s ah Amerite, and their 
mother is an Hittite : yea, worle then ſo, they | 
are children of wrath ; yea, children of Sathan : 
the Devill is their father : ſee how expreſly 

Chriſt himſelfe doth avouch this to the Fewes, 

Ich. 8. 44. Te are of your father the Devill, | 

and the Iuſts of your father Je will 

the golden parentage of tgch as are religious, 
and belceve 1n Chriſt ; T« ther he giveth power 

to become the Sonnes of Ged.mhich are borne, nt | 
of fleſh and blood, nor of the will of max, but cf | 

God, Fob, 1. 11, 12, 13. Even (brit himfelte, | 


the father of our Lord #3 Chriſt, is alfo the | 
Either of all true beleevers, Marke that Tweet 
Wpecch of our Saviour, immediately betote his | 
aſcenſion ; Brut goe, and tell my brethren, behold, | 


fliro my God, and your God, Toh. 20. 17, So chat 
FGods people are moſt noble petlons, tecauſe 


| 
doe. But, oh| 


and all true belceyers, have al! but one Father: j 


[aſcend unto my Father, aa1your Father, and | 


hey come of moſt noble parentage. 
EE 3 


$ 


£ They: 7 
come of ev» 4 
cellenr p4- | 
rentage, 


Thewicke!; 
children of 
wrath- 
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=, 2. They are borne to a farre better inheri- 
Are borne | tance, then any ungodly perſon whatſoever ; 


to a mo 


$1 108 [ac they have a golden inheritance; they are the 


_ 


inheutance* members of Chriſt, and children of God, and inhe- 
| ritours of the kingdome of heaven; wheteas all 
ungodly perſons, they have but worldly and 
earthly houſes, and inheritances ; unleſk they 
| | repent they can never inherite the kingdome 


F 
| 
| 
| 


th. 


| of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9. But oh the bleſſed inheri- 
tance,that is reſerved for ſuch as are godly and 
| religious ; they inherite no lefſe then a king-! 
dome, Lrk. 12, 32. Feare not little flocke, for it 
© & my Fathers pleaſure to give you a kingdome ; 


yea, a kingdome which thzy have by 1nheri- 
| 


tance, as being the co-heires with Chriff, 
Hat. 25.34. Come ye bleſſed children of my Fa- 
ther, inherite the kingdome, which was prepared 
fer you from the beginning of the world. Tt 1s 1 
moſt excellent inheritance, x Per.1. 3. 4. Bleſ- 
| ſed be God, &Cc. which according to his abundant 
| ercy , hath begotten #s againe unto a lively wo 
&C, to an mberitance, incorruptible, and undefi- 
| | led, that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven foil 
| you, who are kept by the power of God through 
| faith unto ſalvarion, v, 5, Loc, here a molt prey 
| clous inheritance ! 
b 2 3. (Gods people have a farre better portio 
A molt rare | then the wicked 3 for they have the Lord him 
[ant Excct- | felfe their portion, Lam. 3. 24. The Lordi 
mt potion, ; Sk 
| 22y portion, ſayth my ſoule, therefore will I hop 
in vim, 1hawve ſayd unto the Lord , thou art w 
J | portion, fayth David, Pfal. 142. 5. P/al. 16.5 
: ' The Lira is the portion of mize inheritance, ail | 
i | 
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The purchaſe of Grace. 

- || -2y cp - but the wicked, and impenitent, have 
. || no intereſt in this portion ; at belt, they have 
& (| their portion in this life, P[al, 17. 14. a portion 
.||M of wealth, a portion of land, or gold and fil- 
11M ver, there is the outſide of their portion ; but 
d || beſides this, they have a wotull portion, P/al, 
yi 51. 6. Ypor the wicked, God ſhall raine ſhares, | 
x fire ad brimſtone, and an horrible tempeſt , this 
i-./24/! be the portion of their cup a wonll portion : 
4M whereas the godly, have the God of heaven 
:-W and earth for their portion, 
i Fourthly and laſtly, Gods people have far 
- WM octter attendance then the wicked ; they may 


have a company of brave men to attend them, 
at the beſt ; but the godly have the glorious 
Angels to attend and waite upon them ; they 
are all /cr:t forth for the good of theſe that ſhall be 
heires of ſalvation, Heb. 1 14. So, Pſal.34. 7. 
The Angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that feare him, and delivereth them : They 
have a charge from God to that purpoſ, P/al. 
91. 11, For he ſhall give his Angels charge over 


|denand glorians attendance indeed , when 
| they have the holy Angels, Gods molt glort- 
ous creaturcs and ſervants to attend them. 
| Thus ye ſee, that Gods people are golden peo- 
ple,and farre more glorious then the wicked, 
F Thirdly, Is true grace fitly reſzmbled unto 
gold ? This ferveth to juſtthe the paines, and 
care, and diligence, ofall fuch, as labour ear- 
neſtly to get faving graces, ſc, becaufe it 1s fo 


ary 
Pu | 


GY reſpe 


——_—_—___K. 


| thee, to keepe thee in all thy wayes : here 18 gol- | 


. 


precious, It is fitly compared unto gold, in | 


——ER 
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|. - Te purchaſe of Grace, Cuay.ll, 
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reſpe& of the worth of it; yea, it is more pre- 
cious, then the moſt fine gold, and therefore 
juſtifable, and commendable 1s the courſe of 
all thoſe that take patnes to Zet true grace; yea, 


precious, as you have heard : they that chook 
this, have (with ary ) choſen the better part, 
which hall never be = from them, Lyuk.10.42, 
Let no man ſay therefore, what need fo much 
teaching, and preaching, and ſach running aft- 
ter Sermons, Cc, For it is neceſlary that the 
Word of God ſhould. be preached, «A 13. 
| 47. for it 1s the meaues, both to beget, and in- 
| creaſe faving grace, which is ofa golden qua> 
litie : and therefore ſayth the Apoſtle in his 
yaledition to the Elders of the Church of 
| E pheſits, Atts 20.3 "E eAnd now brethren, T com- 
| end you to God, and tothe Word of his grace, 
| which zs able ro build you up farther, and give you | 
| 41 #nheritance among all them that are ſanili- 
| fica, Itwill never leave a man, untill it have! 
brought a man 1nto the new Feruſalem, Goe| 
on therefore, O all ye Saints of God, T ake faſt | 


hold of Inſtruttion, let her not goe, keepe her, | 
for ſhe 1s your life, Prog, 13. Cleave to the pol | 
Kilion and prattiſe of Cods truth,be not atha- 
med of1t; it will make you happie for ever, 
Bleſſed i5 the man, that fiadeth me ( fayth Wite- 
| dome ) watching dayly at my gates, and grv1ng 
attendance at the ole of my doores . Pro, 8. 34, 
35. and marke what an excel/ent reaſon thee 
giveth tor this fer ho ſo finderh me.findeth life, 
and jhall obtaine favear of the Lord. Be not a- 


or. 


that preferre it before gold ; for it is far more] 


ſhamed ; 


mm 


= The purchaſe of Gries. 


| EE” 


ſhamed then of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; for it rs 


fyth the Apoſtle, Roms. 1. 16, O therefore let 
the kingdome of heaven ſuffer vnolence , and let 
the violent take ut by force, Mat.11, 11. Let men 
| trive to enter into the ſtrait gate ; It is the ad- 
vide of our bleſſed Saviour, Leh, 13. 24, Yea, 


[ſhould we give all diligence, if not in this, 
that is worth gold, yea,farre better then gold ? 


rare /talian Convert. Happy 1s the man that. 
ſeth ſo cleerely the worth of true grace, that 
he doth preferre it infinitely before all the 
treaſures under heaven ; yea, that looketh at 
the whole world , as a lumpe of vanitie, in 
compariſon of ſaving grace. Such an one was 


things but droſſe, ani doe judge them to be dung, 
that [ may winne Chriſt. Such a rare ſparke was 
Moſes , that efteemed the reproach of Chriſt, 
greater riches then the treaſures of £ gypt, | 
Heb. 11,26, He looked upon things with a 


let us give all diligence, 2 Pet. 1. 5, W herein 


They , and their money periſh with thom , that 


the power of G oa, through faith, unto ſalvation, | 


| 
| 


Paul, Phil. 3. 8. yea, doubtlefſe, I account all | 


thinke all the gold and ſilver in the world, worth | 


: 


, 


one dayes fellowſbip with eſis Chriſt, ſayd that | 


| 


| 


ſpirituall and a judicious eye; preferring gold | 
before all the drofſe in the wort. Let not the 


[and outcryes of the wick=1, ::or for the oppo- 
ſition of unreaſonable men. Who will let Nip 
an opportunitie to get gold, becauſe dogges 


Saints of God be diſcouraged, by the ſcoffes, 


will barke ? 1 nothing be terrified by your ad-. 


verfaries ( favth the Apoſtle ) which x5 to thens, | 


IS 


Dili2ence to 
Lt true 
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' a token of peraition ; but to you , of ſalvation, 
vnd that of God, Phil, 7. 28, Goe on ſtill, 

and the blefſing of Heaven goe with you; 
for, Bleſſed are all that h:ar2 the Word of God, 

Grace will | and keepe it , faythour Saviour, Lek. 11. 28, 
| bring joy & | This is that one thizs needfull , which ſball ne-/ 
| feath, | ver be taken from you ; this will goe along 
| with you to the grave , when the worldling: 
mult leave all behinde him, he knoweth not 
| to whom; this, that you have laboured for 
faving grace, ſhall aftoord you comfort in! 
death, and matter of rejoycing in the day 
| of the Lord Jefws,” Obſerve that excellent 
| {ſpeech of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 1. 12. For our | 


——I—Y 


rejoycing #5 this , the teſtimony of our conſcience, 
| that in ſimplicitie, and gealy /inceritic, not with fl 
| fle/ſhly wiſdome , but by the grace of God, wee 
have had our converſation ia the world : this 
will affooxd comfort , and helpe in time of 
[need , when all worldly hopes and helpes 
doe utterly periſh, and come to nought : an 
excellent place to this purpoſe, in 8 16. 
| Let us goe boldly to the throne of grace, &c. that | 
| we ay obtarne mercy , and finde grace to helpe 
1m time of need. Tt 1s not gold, but grace, that 
is able to helpe in time of neede. Olet us nei- 
| ther beſtrangers to the throne of grace, nor ||| 
the Word of grace, but daily converſe with | 
both ; this 1s the way ta be happie both. here ||| 
| and hereafter. He that giveth all diligence to ||! 
get grace, ſhall not looſe his labour ; there- 


' fore fayth the Apoſtle , giving all diligence. 
aade to your faith. vertue, &Cc. for ſo anentrance |[(| 
ſeal 


ſhall bee made unto you abundantly, into the 
everlaſting kingdome of Teſs (, hriſt, 2 Pet,1.5. 
11. It is the adviſe and counſll of our bleſ- 
{ed Saviour in this place, 7 connſell thee to buy 
of me gold tryed in the fire, that thou mayeſt be 
ich: and ſo other where, Labour not for the 
meate that periſheth, but for the meate that en- 


| 


ſecke the kingdome of God, and his righteouſneſſe, 
{that 1s, labour, by getting entrance 1nto the 
eſtate of grace, to get aſſurance of intereſt 
in the kingdome of glory , Marth, 6, 33. 
O never thinke 1t in vaineto ſerye God, tor 
in due time yee ſhall reape, if yee faint not. 


| 1/ho ſhall aſcend tato the Hill of the Lord, and 
| who ſhall dwell in his holy place ? even Hee that 
hath cleane hands, and a pure heart, &c. Let 


God .25 220t unrighteons to fc 7967 Your godly [a- 
boy 10 this kinde, Hebr. 6.10. Let ms there- 
| fore Encourage and pref]: you, 1n the words 
of the Apoſtle, 1 (or.1 5.58, Therefore my be- 
| loved brethren, be ſtedfast, and unmoveable, al- 
wayes abounding in the worke of the Lora, for 
as much 44 ye know, that your labour ts not 11 
\ vaine 14 the Lord, | 

| Secondly, Is true faving grace, like gold 


ſuch, as will take no paines to get it, but doe 
utterly reje& and ſcorne it, as the moſt idle 
and unneceſſary thing in the world. Carnall 
men and women, are not of the opinion of 


The purchaſe of Grace. T 


dareth unto everlaſting life, Toh. 6. 27. and, firſt | 


| Oferve that ſpeech of David, Pſalm. 24. 5, | 


no man fay then, I have laboured in vaine, for | 


tryed in the fire ? This krveth to reprove all | 


ſuch as neo- [© 


le&, and de. | 


ſpiſe the 


meanes to | 


get grace, 
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| d1d account preaching fooltſaneſſe, 1 Cor, 1. 21. 


 garnſt thee ? fay they, al. 3. 13. Now ob- 


| theſs men ! they preferre drofſe, before Gold 


| |. - The purchaſe of Grace, Cn av.Il 


— 


our bleſſed Saviour, they doe not fe any fach 
worth, or golden vertue, or excellency in fa- 
ving grace; there are a thouſand things, 
which they preferre before it, for the naturall 
an, recciveth or perceiverh not the things of 
the Spirit of God, fur they are fooliſhneſſe unto 
him (he thinketh it a fooliſh thing to be ſo re- 
lIigious, and ſo diligent to'get grace) neither 
can hee know them, for they are ſpiritually aiſ- 
cerned ; 1aith the Apoſtle, 1 (or. 2. 14. yea, the 
wiſeſt and moſt d1ſcreete naturall man, 1s di- 
realy of this opinion. The learned Grecians 


| although indeed, it be the wi/dome of God, and 
power of God, and that unto ſalvation, Thus 
vihen Hoſes telleth Pharaoh, that hee muſt 
needs let them goe three dayes journey, into 
the Wilderncſſe ; Yee are tale, ye are idle, faith 
he, Exead. 5.8, He thought Idleneſſe the occa- 
ſion of their deſire : yea, that is the opinion of 
every naturall man, he thinketh, and faith (at 
leaſt in his heart) that it is in vaine to ſerve 
God, Tour words have beene ſtout againſt me, 


faith the Lord, what have we ſpoken ſo much a- 


terve the Lords anſwer, Yer. 14. You have 
ſaid, it 15 in vaine to ſerve God. Sothoſe in'fob 


Now © the monſtrous folly and madneſſ of 
tryed in the fire, What would you fay, if you 


ſaw a man have an heape of gold laid before 
him of the one fide, and an heape of Chaff, 


21.14. were even dircaly of that opinion, || 
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or Feathers, &c, onthe other, and ſhould ſee | th 
him negle& the gold, and ſet his mind , only 1% 
| upon the chaff and feathers? It would make nl 
a man cry out, with the Apoſtle, O foo- | 
iſh Galathians ! Gal. 3.1. Here 1s the very. 
piure of all fach, as preferre finne , and | 
wealth, and the traſh of this world, befare | | 
wing. grace and the power of oodlineſſe, $ * 
looke upon the prophane worldlings that.) . 
were bidden to the mariage feaſt of the Kings { 
Sonne, Luk, 14. 18, They all with one conſent, | 8 
berau to make excuſe, (they were all juſt of #4 
one minde, they were rc{olved not one of 
them to come at the feaſt,) the firſt ſaid, 7 have | 
brucht a peece of ground, aud f muſt ſt needs goe 
p 
229 ſee it, I pray thee have me excuſed, Ver. 19. Folly of fich | 
_ another faid, 1 have bowght five yoke of | as neglea |\F* 
l Oxca, and } maſt oe and prove them, I pray thee | ** 8 8736+ | pot 
' have ae excuſed, Fer, 20, and the third faid, | F-) 
Bl / have maryed 4 Wife, and there fore I cannot. 
| ome: there was no looking for him, O the | 
|| folly of theſe men, to preferre ſach vaine and | 
[0 al things, bctore fach a rare and heaven- 
| 


ly banquet, Here 1s cyen our very calc, there | 
are a thouſand thi! 12s that we preferre before 
Chriſt, and grace, and therefore are unwor- 
thy of either : Xatth, 10, 37. Alas! weare 
all "nicks to blame this way, we are care- 
fl and cambred about many things, when the 
one thing needfull is wholly negleQed ; one, is 
|| | for plcaſare ; another, for profit ;_ : another, 
for revenge 3 another, for his luſts * and the 
| golden wedge of true ſaving grace, mn the 


meane 


ere 


The purchaſe of Grace, Cuav. 1I, 
meane time 1s wholly negleted, What would 
you thinke of that man, thar is all for the pre- 
fent, and nothing for the future ? all for Sum - 
| mer, norhing for Winter 2 Here 1s the caſe of 
all fach as are wholly for the body, but not at 
all for the foule : looke into the glaſſe of the 
Goſpell, and there yee ſhall ſe the pifture of 
ſach a foole ſet out to the full, by our bleſſed 
| Saviour, xk. 12. There was arich man (and 
therefore perhaps a wiſe man in his owne,and 
the worlds account,) yea,he did not thinke to 
ſpend all his time in getting,but at laſt, when 
he thought he had enough, he reſolved to bee 
merry with it, and ſacke the fweete of it, 
ver, 19. He ſaid unto his ſoule, ſoule, thou haſt 

goods layed up fer many yeares, eate, driake,and 
be merry : here was 1. Wit, to get wealth. 
2. Wit, to enjoy it, and fucke the ſweete of 
It: and yet marke what the Lords opinion 

was of this man, ver. 20. But God ſaid unto | 
him, Tho foole, this night ſhall thy ſoule be re- 
 gatired of thee, and then what ſhall become of the 
goods Which thou haſt provided ? where was 
his folly ? ſurely in this, that he had ſpent all 
| his time to get wealth, in the neglect of his 

ſoule, in the negle& and contempt of true and 
' aving grace, and therefore he was a moſt no- 
; torious foole in the Lords account. Nay,what 
| ſhall we fay of ſach then, as are ſo farre from | 
; ſeeking grace, in theuſsof the meanes ; that 
| they doe reje& the meanes of grace, when 1t 
'is off:red;and thruſt it from them, and doe ut- 


irerly deſpiſe and hate it :mark the condition of 
theſe 


—- 


oumnanancecrorenoann yn Ee FEae —_ 
The purchaſe of Grace, 
theſe men, Pro.13.13, He that deſpiſeth the Ford, | 
| hall be deſtroyed, yea, Pro.29.T. He that having 
beene often reproved, and yet hardeneth his hears, 
that man ſhall be deſtroyed without remedy ; In 
the meane time, they are farre from ſalvation, 
Pſalm. 119.155. Salvation 7 farre from the 
wicked : Why ſo? for they regard nat thy Sta- 
| tures : So that he that regardeth not the Sta- | 
tutes of God, is farre frum falvation : a wo- 
full thing, if it be but duely confidered : Oh 
the wofull eſtate of all fach ! They doe judge 
themſelves unworthy of everlaſting life. A 
ſtrange place we have to this purpoſe, eAtts | 
| 13. 47. It was neceſſary, that the Word of | God | 
ſhould be firſt preached unto you ; but ſimce yee | 


ur worthy of everlaſting life ; behold, we tarne 
to the Gentiles. So that here we ſee plainely, | 
that they that have the Word of God preach- 
ed, and the meanes of grace offered, and yet 
rezect it, and thruſt it from them, they doe 
judge themfelves unworthy of everlaſting 
| life, and at laſt, the meanes ſhall be taken from | 
them: yea,the eſtate of theſe men is ſo tearetull, 
and lamentable ; that had I the tongue of men, | 
and Angels, or the penne of an Apoſtlz, I 
"could never ſet it out to the fill : ſe the incx- 
preſſible wotulneſſe of their condirion, that 
| deſpiſe the Goſpel}, 1 Per. 4. 17, The time ts 
| corme, that judrement maſt begiane at the houſe of 
Gol: and if it beginne at us, what ſhall the end 
be of thoſe that obey net th: Guſpell of God ? No. 
marvell 1t I cannot tell, vee ſe the Apoſtle 

Peter ' 


| 


| 


—_—— 
On OO 


| thruſt it from you, and doe Juge your ſelves | 
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; | 2 Cor. 4 « J + 


| 4 Contempt 
| ofthe means 
| of gracc, a 
fearcfull 
figrc of per- 
dition 4 or 


: 


reprobation- 


| 
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| e Angels, in flaming fire, to render vengeance on 


ye bleſſed)they ſhall heare the wotull and thun-! 


he OL 


| he purchaſe of Grace, CC TH (8 


| Peter could not tell, or would not take in hand 
| kocxpreſic it z as if the eſtate of ſuch, was mi- 
ſerable above all that a man can ſpeake or ima- 
{phe Nay, at the-laſt day, when they lonke 
or the moſt comfort,they thall inde moſt hor- 
ror and bitterneſſe; In ſtead of a Saviour, 
Chriſt ſhall come at the laſt ar & with hzs holy 


——_— 


all them that know not God, and obey not the Goſ- 
pell, faith the Apoſtle, 2 Theſ. 1. 8, 9. O wo- 
full ting to conſider, when (inſtead of Come | 


— —_ 


dring voyce of (hriſt, denouncing this ter- 
rible Doome againſt them, © Matth, 25. 41. 
Goe yee curſea, into everlaſting fire, prepared for 
the Devill a:4 bs eAngels, and no marv cl! 


— - 


| ncither, it they be thus puniihed, and doc 


* 


bring ſach Gift damnation upon themſelves; | 
for 1t 1s a fcarcfull {igne, that all fuch are loſt, 
and reprobates, for hom; che blackyeſſe of aark- 


-. 


neſſe z5 reſerved for ever ; Tude Ver, 4. for if | 


| our Goſpell be hid, it :s hid to them that are 1:8, | 


faith the Apoſtle, whom the god of this world 
hath blndea, yea, a fearctull figne of reproba- | 
tion, in this caſ>, as doth appeare by that place | 
of the Apolilz, 2 7:9..3.8. As Tannes and Jam- | 
bres with-ſtaod Moſes ; ſo doe theſe men. reſiſt the 
truth ; men of corrupt minds, and reprovate con-| 
cerning the faith ; the cxpreſi2 words of the, 
Holy Ghoſt ; yea, they are ſich, of whom the | 
Lord hath /rorne in his wrath,that they ſpall rice 
ver (unlcſſe they repent) enter into his reſt, as | 


we may ice, P/atm. 95. 9, 10, Fc. O the too- | 


ai he 
Itih, | 
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The purchaſe of Grace. 


ih, and franticke madneſle, of all thoks, that 
negle& and deſpiſe ſuch a precious lewell, as 
truc faving grace : which fcr the worth of it, 


is fitly compared to gold, yea, gold tryed inthe | 


fire, yea, much more precious then the finclſt 
gold in the world, 


CSS. yo 4 oo ov. * 
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Cuaoy, III. 
Containing the uſe of examination, 


Hirdly , ſeeing true grace, is fitly 

reſembled unto gold : this ſhuuld 
_ teach us diligently to try, and ex- 

amine vur ſelves, whether wee 
tave any truc ues in us, yea, or no; for: 
true grace is of a right golden nature. Now 
that wee may not deceive our ſelves ; let 
us try what metall our graces are made on, 
|&t us deale with our graces, (as knowledge, 
and faith, and love, and obedience) as men 
uſe to deale with their gold ; let us try them 
throughly, whether they prove right currant 
gold, yea, orno; 2 (or. 13.5. Exanmne your 
ſelves, whether yee be inthe faith, or no :' whe- 
ther your faith be a right faving faith, yea, or 
no; That the tryall of your fanh, being much 
more precious, then gold that periſheth, 1 Pet.1.7, 
As if he had faid, try your faith, whether 1t be 


of the right precions metall, of a faving 


— 


3. 9/(F 
Examiati- 
on, whether 
wee have 
true graces 
YCAz Or No, 


| 


| 


| 


metall, which is indeed much more prcci- 
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mine whe- 
ther we 
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in judging in 
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| xy oe prove bus owne worke (the worke cf grace 


good will it doe us, to know, that another; 


| 


_ difficulty, for a man to be afſured in his 
0 


Cu av\ 111, 
ous then gold. Yea, not only our faith, but 


every other worke of grace in us, muſt bee| 
examined and proved, Gal. 6. 4. But let eve. 


in his owne heart ) and then ſhall he have rejoy- 
cing in himſelfe alone, and not in another. What! 


E7 


man's gold is weight, and currant gold, if we i 


= 

bee ignorant of our owne ? Let us therefore WY : 
try our graces, whether they be of the right : 
|ſtampe, pure, currant gold, yea, or no. Now 6 
for the perfeRing of this uſe, give me leave toſ 1 
ſhew you. & 
1. Some Motives, to perſwadeus to. MV 

2, Some markes, to dire us in this tryall. ll i: 

1. The Motives that may p:rſ{wade us, to C 

| this exact tryall and examination of vuur gra-E 
| ces, are principally theſe fonure. el 
I. The litficalty of the work. f 

2, The danger of being miſtaken. n 

3. The poilibility of prevaileing. | ff 

4. The comfort that will redound to afcr 
man, when the worke is once throughly per-W# 


formed, : 

And firſt fcr the ditficultie of the worke, 
wee had need to ufc all diligence to make ſure; 
| worke in this caſe, becauſe it 1s a worke ol 


oF 


ule, that the graces which he hath, and th: 
gold he poſſſkth, are faving graces, and purc 
gold, yea, orno; forif we looke intoexpe- 
Fience, we ſhall finde fome men utterly decet- 
ved, in judging of the eſtates and cond! 


j 
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| of their owne hearts ; ſome jad ging better 
of themfelves then there 1s cauſz ; and ſome 


againe thinking work: of themſelves then 
they need to do: fo that of both theſe, 


chat of the Proverbe may be fitly vertied : 
Prov. 13. 7. There ts that makcth himſelfe 


ich, (as if he had a whole purſe tull of "oP 


au yer hath nothino : and there 1s againe , | 


that maketh him elfe poore (as if has ad no 
cold at all) aud yet hath great riches, the 
one fearefull, and timorous, without cauſe : 
ind the othzr bold and confident; upon 2 


file ground : according to that of the | 


Wiſeman, Prov, i4. 16, A wiſeman (that 
isa godly man, and one that truely feareth 
God ) feare:th, and departeth fre on evill, 
Hee feareth , and hee douvbteth; thar his 
cltate 1s not fo good, as all this while hee 
hath taken it to bee ; and thereupon hee 
like a wiſe man ; taketh occa!! 0, More 
and more to depart from evill : he walk- 
&h, and maketh flrataht fteys to his feet , 
Hebrewes 12. 73. But the fools, ( that is 


the prophane perſon, the beggar, tlat 1s 


utterly deſtitute of true faving grace, that | 


nath not ſo much as one pecce of true | 
cold this heart) rageth, and is confident ; | 
© rageth, and ke2 rayleth, and hee ſwag- 
zereth, and yet hee 15 confident, hee ſhall | 
Wo2 to heaven, as fſoone as the beſt of 


Ein all; for thns hee reafoneth for him-. 
4fe : I confeſſe, I ſpeake amifſ> many times, 


| | ſpeake idlely , and wantonly, and pro-' 


phancly, 


NOR TION 
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The purckaſe of Grace, . Cnar. III. 


phanely, and ſweare ſometimes, when 
I am angry, and now and then, I doe 
that which is naught ; but I thanke God, 
I have as good an heart towards God, as 
the beſt of them all, therein I am confi- 
dent : ſo this man is utterly deceived in 
udging of the ſtate and condition of his 
er towards God. So that yce ſee the 
=R | worke 1s exceeding difficult : yea, fee an 
= | experiment of this, in this Church of LZao- 
$7 | Godly &- | arcea, Revelations 3. what ſhe thought of 
| cover | herſelfe, is evideat, Verſe 17. Becauſe thou 
| hath no ſayest, 1 am rich, and increaſed with goods, 


- herd hen and have need” of nothing ; and knoweſt not 


hath. that thou art wretched, and miſerable , and 
poore, and blinde, and naked :; this is the 
| condition of many a poore ſoule in the 
| world, On the other fide, many an one 
| thinketh farre work: of himſilte, then there 
| is cauke : how many a ſincere heart doth 
| | doepely charge 1t felfe with hypocritic, and 
| thinketh himflte to bea very beggar, or a 
| bankrupt , 1n reſpe& of any gold of true 
| grace? None fo apt to complaine of the 
| want of true grace, as hee that hath the 
greateſt meaſure, at leaſt, he that hath good |} 
[ſtore in Encerity. And thereaſon of this 
4 | dificulty, 1s partly the devils cunning, 
| [and partly the deceittulneſſe of our owne 
| | hearts ; theſe are two notable juglers, and |} 
they often concurre, to deceive all forts of 
people in this caſc. 
| | Beſides, grace 1s a very ſecret thing, 
141 | 
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| The purchaſe of Grace. 


it is very rate and precious; heis a man | grace « -, | 
of a thouſand thar hath it : Saint Perey cal- | Lreafareyhid | 
. bh b p 6 i rhe Rid. 

leth it, The hid nzan of the heart, x Peter 3.4, 
And a treaſure hidin the field, Matth.13.44. 
Gold while it 1s in the Oare, 1s not ſo caft- } 
| ly diſcerned, untill 1t bee melted ; ſo is true | 
grace; but corruption is mauitfeſt (eſpecially [a 1 
| ' Ms oe | 
ro ſuch as have true ſaving grace) therefore |- 
faith the Apoſtle, Galatians 5. 19. The| 23% 
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was he in his owne opirſion? he could ſts | 
in himfelfe nothing but {9c and corrup- | 
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Much coun- 
terfcit grace 
inthe world 


| Melting,the 


chicte 
meanes 
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co 


| ay $8 
v hich Is the 
| truc cold. 


-\ I ſhall perith for ever. But what 1s the 
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| The parchaſe of Grace, © Cao, 111. | 


0 God, bee mercifull to mee a ſinner : as if 
hee had faid, oO Lord, I ama inner, a ve- 
ry grievous ſinner, nothing but a very 
Iumpe of finne, a fardle of corruption, 
and if thou bee not mercifull unto mee, 


opinion of our Saviour as touching both 
theſe ? that yee ſhall fee, verſe 14. I tell 
Jou; this man (that is the 'Publican) went 
downe to his houſe, juſtified rather than the 
other, that is, but not the other. Beſides, 
there 1s another thing that maketh it fo ex- 
ceeding difficult, that is, that there is 
fach a deake of counterfeit grace 1n the 
world ; as yee know thereis much coun- 
terfcit gold in the world, and that fo like 
true gold, that it cannot be diſcerned, un- 
till it come to bee melted : fo there 1s a 
| great deale of countericit knowledge, and 
faith, and obedience, which cannot be well 
| diſcerned, untill it come to the melting, in 
the fire of afdition : the Formaliſt com- 
meth ſo neare to the ſtate of grace, rhat he 
[is tryed onely in time of temptation, as 
| our Saviour intimateth : CAarthew 13.21, 
| For when tribulation, or perſecution ari{eth 
becauſe of the Word, by and by hee 5 offen- 
ded ; yea, this 15 the only way to try them, 
as the Lord hiumfſelfe ſeemeth to intimate, 


try them, for how ſhall 1 doe for the daughter 
of my people ? T will try them, by melting 


fer. 9.7. Behold, I will melt them, and 


of them, If wee ſea ſerving man follow 
two 


ray Loa &A « el. ea a. ng 
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two Gentlemen, 1t 1s hard to fay, whoſe 
man hee 1s, untill they part: ſo, while 
the Goſpell and proſperity goe together, it 
is hard to know, which of theſe we ſerve, 


then hee that clcaveth to a naked Chriſt, a 
naked perſecuted Goſpell, hee is the man 
that hath true grace indeed, This maketh 
it to bee fo exceeding ditficult, for a man 
to be ſare that he hath true grace, becauſe 
[there 1s ſo much counterfeit grace, and 
Copper-gold in the world, There is a 
knowledge that puffeth up, which a man 
may have 1n abundance, and yet be with- 
[out charity, and faving grace, 1 Cor.13.2. 
Counterfeit faith, as Simon Aagrs had, 
leAcs 8. and yet an hypocrite. Counter- 


| feit ſorrow for ſinne, and repentance, fuch | 


as Cain, and Saxl, and eAhab, and Indas 
had, and yet was but the ſorrow of the 
world; cauſing death. And fo for love, 
and feare, and joy , and the like. Yea, 
(which is molt itrange) it is poſſible for a 
man to have akinde of integrity, and in- 
nocency, and yet bee deſtitute of true fa- 
v1ng grace, for all that, as eAbimetech, and 


Paal, before his converſion. 1. For eAbi- | 


melech, when God told him. that hee was 
but 4 dead man, becaxſe of Sarah, becauſe 
ſoce was another mans wife : What ſaith he to 
God in that caſe? Gexec/is. 20. 5. In the in- 
tegrity of my heart, and Innocencie of my 


bands have I done this ; yea, the Lord him- | 
b. Ma 0 ſelte 


untill they part, as in time of perſecution); |. 
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38 | The purchaſeof Grace, Cuav.llI.' 
{lfe granteth, ir verſe 6. Yea, 1 know, that 
thou didſt this, in the integrity of thy heart, 
that is, his heart. was upright thus farre, | 
that what hee did, hee did it ignorantly, 
and through miſtake ; for hee confeſſed, | 
that hee knew adultery to bee fo hainous| 
a ſinne, that hee would not have taken her, 
if hee had knowne ſhee had beene eAbra- 
bam's wite : but ' indeed, eAbraham was 
chiefely to blame, in faying, at beſt by way 
of concealement, that She was hrs Siſter. ' 
- © So, fre what Par faith of kimfelfe , 
ets 23,1. 1 have lived in all' good Con- 
ſcience, untill this day, How'could that be, 
conſidering that hee had beene ſuch a fu- 
| tious perfecutor, and one that even brea- 
 thed out threatuings, and ſlaughter again#t 
the ſervants of God? Yes ſure « becauſe, 
alas | all this hee did r egnorantly, in unbe- 
liefe, 1 Tim, 1. Hee did not know them to 
be the Saints of God, but he thought them 
to bee a Set?, that was every where perſecu- | 
ted, and ſpoken againſt; and therefore hee 
| thought 1t was Fs duty, to doe whiat hee 
[1d 1n that caſe, as appeareth, «As 26. 9. 
I alſo my ſelfe thou ht that I onght ts doe many 
| things contrary tothe Name of Ieſus of Naza- 
| 7eth ; ſo that thus far his heart was alwaycs 
| upright, that he thought,' even in perſecu- 
ting, and kil ing the Saints,” that hee arid 
God ſervice, as 'our Savionr foretold, Tohn 
r6. 3, And therefore @n this regard alſo ir 
| mult need be exceeding difficult, for'a man 
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| piece of gold , that is dangerous ; much 


The purchaſe of Grace. 
to be ſure his gold is good metall, & that his 


grace is true, and it is caſie to be miſtaken, | 
And this is the firſt Motive to perſwadeus 


to this examination, in regard of the dith- | 
cultie z which I have at large manifeſted 
unto you, | TE 
Secondly, The fecond Motive that may 
perſwade ns, to this diligent fkarch, and 
examination, is, the danger of being mi- 
taken 1n this caſe. If a man be "iſle 
ina trifle, ina finall piece of filyer, a mat- | 
ter of ſmall moment , he careth nor for it : | 
but for a man to be miſtaken in a grear | 


, 


more , 1f a man turne all his wealth into 
gold, and then be cozened in that, he is 
utterly undone, Now here is our very 
caſe, all vur ſpirituall wealth, and riches, 
doth conſiſt in the gold of our graces ; 
and therefore if ey be counterfeit, a man 
is utterly undone for ever ; for a man that | 


That it will not pay , nor paſſe currant in. 
purchaſe, and bargaining ,. and fo he loo- 
ſeth his purchaſe. I remember what 1s 
{1d of the filver, that Abraham weanghet | 
to Ephron the Hittite, whereby he purcha-. 
{ed the ficld and cave of HMachpelah, Ger. 
23. 16. Abraham ( before witneſſe ) weigh- 
ed him the ſilver, even fowre hundred $ bekels 
of filver, currant money with the Merchants. 


So our gold of graces , mult be good gold, 
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ot being 
intitaken. 


is deceived with counterfeit gold , in- | 
curreth a double danger eſpecially ; firſt, | 


| 


2. Mottve, | 
The danger 
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\ The purchaſe of Grace. "Cnae.llIl.) 
of good weight ; elſe they will not paſt: 
currant in bargaining , which is a great 
lofſe. But this is not all. For ſecondly, 
a man rhat hath counterteit gold, 1s 1n dan- 
| ger to be called in queſtion about it, how he 
came by it, and perhaps he had it of feve- 
rall parties, and they {trangers too, and fo 
hee may be accuſed of counterfeiting the 
Kings coyne, and looſe his cares, yea, per- 
haps his life, and foule too, in this caſe. 
O what a wotull thing will it be, when a 
man cometh at the laſt day ( as he thinkes ) 
with a purſe full of gold, that is, an heart | 
] full of grace, and it prove falſe and ccunter- 
feit ! hes then undone for ever. See how 
ſome will ſhew their gold at the laſt day, 
Hat, 7. 21,922. Lord, Lord, here is my 


gold, here 15 my grace. He will fay ; Depart 
from me, I {now ye not, I allow not of your 
grace, vour gold 1s counterteit ; here is a 
wotull cltate. 

2. Motive. | Thirdly , becauſe as the dutie is difficult, 
The poſſibi- | and 1t 1s a dangerous thing to be miſtaken : 


line of pre-. ! , 
vets Le | fo ( onthe other fide ) notwithſtanding the 


withſtanding | diiticultie , yet 1t is pollible, for a man thar 
the diffcul- | hath true grace, to be ſure that he hath. it. 
me. | . . > | "Ss 
| | Though it be very dithcult, to know which 
| gold is good, and w1ll paſſe for currant, it 
'15 not 1mpoſſible ; clſe God wonld never 
require this dutie, of ſearching of. us, under 
the time of the Goſpell, if it were a thing 
altogether impoſſible ; Let every man prove 
; bis owne worke, Gal, 6. 4. And let a man ex- 
| _— 


— 


The purcha iſe of Grace. 


amine himſelfe, ( ſc. whether he have any 
true ſaving grace, yea, or no, 1 Cor, 11. 
28.) This appeareth alſo by experience, 
and the examples of Gods Saints, that have | 
beene rich rowards God , tney have beene 
| affured upon good grounds, thar their gold 


was good, their graces were ſuch as did ac- | 


company falvation. David, and 1ob, and 
| Pant, and others, were aſſured that they 
[had ſaving grace, that they were filled With 
| the fruits of Righteouſneſſe, and that not- 
withſtanding the great ſtore of counterfeit 
gold, that was in the world 1n their dayes, 
vet they were ſure, that theirs was currant : 
and fo may we, by the fame priviledge of 


——_————— 


mercy,be as well as they, Beſides, the truth | 


of this appeareth farther ; becauſe 1t is poſ- 
{ble for a Chriſtian to be afſured of ſundry 
other , as great marters as this, ſuch as e- 
|cAion, Yocation, juſtification , adoption, 
and redemption, and heaven it fclte, 

_ Firft,, It is poſlible for a man to be aſft- 
red of his election, and vocation, 1 Theſ. 1. 
4, Knowing, brethren, beloved, your eleftion 
of God, They knew they were elefted and 
become veſſels of mercy : and how did they 
come by this aſſurance ? ſurely not by any 
(peciall revelation onely, bur by: an ordina- 
ry meanes, /c. their eff-&uall vocation, and 
yeelding ſincere and heartie obedience unto 
the Goſpel; for ſo it followeth, Yer, 5. For 
ur Goſpel came not unto you, in word onely, 


vut in power, andin the holy Ghoſt: they had 


ove 
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that wee 
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| obeyed from the heart the Gofpel that was prea. 
| ched unto thems,and by that they might know 
| they were elected, And why may not wc 
be aſſured of our ele&ion, upon the like 


{ ground, as well as they ? So, Col. 3. 12. 


| Pr upon you ( as the elelt of God, holy and be. 
| loved ) boWvels of mercy, humblenes of mind, | 
 ©&c, It is poſſible, for a man to be aflured | 
that he is eleed, and beloved of Go »,}! 
How ? furcly, if he can finde thoſe markes! 
of election ( in himklfe, ) which are there 
manifeſted and expreſſed, So, 2 Pet, 1. 10. 
Give atligence, to make your calling and eleiti- 
| «A 
0 ſure, Where the Apoſtle ſheweth, that it 
| we give diligence, it 1s poſſible for us to 
be aſſured of our eleRion. But how ? Surely 
by making our vocation ſure, by the holy 
[ fruits, and eff:As of jt. So then, if a man 
may be aſſured of his eletion, and that by 
his efectuall calling and converſion : then 
much more may a man be aſſured of his gra-| 
ga. ont 
ces, that they are ſincere ; of his ſpiritual 
gold, &c. that 1t is ſound, and good, and 
| not counterfeit. He that may be aſſured of 
his eletion, may, much more, be aflured, : 
that he hath true faving grace in him, that 
his gold 1s right, and pure, and nut coun 
terfeit, 

Secondly, It is poſlible for a man to be 
aſſured of his juſtification , and of the free | 
and full pardon, and forgivenes of all his 
| finnes. Rom. 5, 1, Bemg juſtified by faith, 
| we have peace with God. Yea, but were they | 
aſſured 
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aſſured of it ? for they might be juſtified 
( in foro Det ) and yet not know it ? Yes, 
they were aſſured of it, to their joy and 
comfort, Ver, 2. And we rejoyce. in hope of the 
olory of God. So, Iſa. 45. 24. Surely , ſhall 
ove ſay, wm the Lord have T righteouſueſſe and 
/reagth. So that a man may be affured of his 
juſtification , much more, that his gold 1s 
not counterfeit, L 
 Thirdlv, A man may be aſſured of his a- | 
w ioption, that God in Chr:t is his Father, ' 
J ind that, notwithſtanding all his infirmi- 
tics, he 1s the deare childe of God, and in 


_F" 


peciall favour with him : I fay, it is poſlt- | 


ble for a man to be aſſured of this, and out 
of donbr, in this caſe of fo great importance. 
Iſa, 63.16. Doubtleſſe, thoy art our Father, | 
though Abraham know us not, and Iſrael be | 
ignorant of us, yet thog art our Father. Ye (ce. 
ow conhdently they ſpeake, they were out 
of doubt of it ; and fo may we, as well as | 
tney, by the teſtimony of Gods bleſſed Sp1- 
71t, that neither can, nor will deceive us. 
_ om. 8. 16. The Spirit (of God ) it ſelfe beas- | 
J:cth witneſſe, with our ſpirit, that wee are the | 
f children of God, And if a man may be afſured | 
Ee is Gods childe ; why ſhould it not be 


f voilible, for him to be fare, rhat the-gold | 


J of is faving graces, is {incere, and will not 
 dcceiveimn, 4 

Fourthly, It is poſſible for a man to be 
J 2fred of his redemption, that even his ſoule 


Nis waſhed in the blood of Chriſt, and of his 


| 
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intereſt in the great worke of Chriſts Re- 
our Redem- | demption. Job was aflured of his Redemp- 
Ptivn, tion, that Chrifft was his living Redeemer, 
| Job19.25 For 7 know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that he ſyall ſtand at the later day upon the 
earth, So Paul was aſſured, that Chriſt was 
his Redeemer, and that he gave himfelfe for 
him 1n particular, Gal. 2. 20. The life that 1 
now t4ve,T live by the faith of the Soune on God, 
who loved me, and gave himſelfe for me, \: ayth 
the Apoftle. It a man may be afſured of his 
redemption, much more that his graces arc 
ſincere &c. 
5 Reaſor, | Fifthly, A man may be aflured, that when 
Coar when | hedieth, he ſhall goe to heaven : ſee what 
ſhall goe ro | the A poſtle fayth, - Cor. 5.1. We know that 
heaven. | __her on earthly houſe of of our T abernacle, ſhall 
be diſſolved, we have an houſe of God, not made 
with bands, cternall in the heavens. (i :.e. ) We 
know, that when theſe bodies -Þ ours, 
which are made ofearth,ſhall turne to duſt, 
the ſoule ſhall goe to heaven, to that place 
which Chri# hath prepared for us, So the 
Apoltle S, John, 1 Toh. 3. 14.We kyow,that we 
are tranſlated from acath tolife, ( wee areas 
ſure when we dic, we ſhall goe to heaven ) 
But how ? What ? by revelation ? No ure, 
but becauſe we love £ brethren, He that is 
aſſured that he loveth the brethren, may be 
ſure when he dieth, he ſhall goe to heaven; 
much more, that he hath true grace. 
Sixthly, A man may be ſure, that the 
goodneſke and mercy of God, hall gon 
bum, 
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him, all the dayes of his life ; and conſe- 
quently, of his continuance 1n the ſtate of 
Trace ; much more, that his graces are ſound | 
and ſincere ; P/al. 23. 6, Surely , Goodneſſe 
avd Mercy ſhall follow me all the dayes of my 
life, He that can be aſſured of this, may be 
much more fare, that the gold of his graces 
1rc not counterfeit. 

And foI come to the fourth, and the laſt | 
Motive,that may perſwade us to this tryall, 
c, the comfort that will hereby redound. 
unto our ſoules , when the worke 1s once . 
throughly performed : Gal. 6. 4. Let every 
one prove his owne Worke, ſayth the Apoſtle, | 
and then ſhall he have rgoycing in himſelfe, 
(/c. that Iis graces are ſincere) and not in 
another; A man that hath had his gold cal- 


led in queſtion, and yet proveth ſound, and | 


currant, oh it filleth him full of joy and re- 
joycing. Let this perſwade us to try our 
graces, that wee may partake. of that joy 
and comfort, which will hereby redound 
unto us ; which 1s (as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, 


1 Pet, 1. 8. ) Ajoy unſpeakable, and fall of | 


glory. A peace that paſſeth all underſtanding, 
Phil, 4. 7. Letthe expeQation of this ſweet 
truit of joy , which will accompany our 
endeavours this way, make us fall to this 
worke, of ſearchtng our ſelves with all di- 
ligence. O what a comfort to Hezechiah 
(in that extremitie ) that he was aflured, 
and durſt appeale to God,that his heart was 


upright 2 1/; a) 38. 3. Remember, Lord, I be- 


45 
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ſeech thee, how. Thave walked before thee, ij 
truth, and with a perfeft heart. So this alk; 
ſupported ob , Job 23. 10. He knoweth tiy 
way that I take ; and when he hath tryed m 
1 ſhall come out like gold : there was his com- 
fort, that his graces were of a right golder 
metall, though his friends conceived other. 
wiſe of him, and charged him deeply wit 
hypocriſie ; yet he knew, that God knew 
his graces were ſound, and upright : oh let| 
us, 1n time, make the like arch, and tryall 
of our graces, that he did, that we may have 
the like comfort, and ground of rejoycing, 
that he had, So, this was the Apoltles com- 
fort at all times, whatſoever befell him, yet! 
he knew that he was truely gracious, 2 Cor. 
I, 12. Our rejnycing i this, the teftimony of our 
conſcience, that in (mplicitie, and godly fruce- 
| 7116 ; not with fleſhly wiſdome, but by the grace 
of God, we have hai our converſation im the 
world: A man that 1s aſlured ,. that he hat!! 
| an heart full of true ſaving grace, will have 
| more true comfort in it, and more ſolid joy, 
then if he had a great cheſt full of gold; 
An heart full of grace, will affoord farre 
more joy, and comfort, then a purſe full of 
gold. And this 1s the laſt Motive, that may 
perſwade us to this tryall, and diligent exa- 
mination, whether our grace be lincere, and 
ſach as will not deceive us. 

Now for the ſecond generall poynt, that 
I propounded for the perte&ing of this 
| poynt, /e. the Markes and Signes of truc 
| SIace 
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race ; they are indeede many ;z but I will 
keepe cloſe to the Metaphor , which wee 
have in hand, and give you ſome few, for 
your fatisfaQion in this caſe. 

Firſt, true and pure gold, gold tryed im 
the Fa will ſhew the luſtre and bright- 
neſle, both in the fire, and water; fo 
true grace, will teach a man how to cary 
himfelte in every eſtate and condition.” 
Here was the tryall of Paxls grace, gol- 
den Paul (after his conyerſion)in all eſtates, 
Philippians 4.11. 1 have learnd in what 
eſtate ſoever F am, therewith tobe content ; 
both to bee full, and to be hungry ; to abound, | 


and to ſuffer need. Though it bee a more | 


bleſſed thing to give, rather then to re- 
ceive; yet hee that hath true grace, is 
$kilfall in both, his face will ſhine in every | 
condition. 

He that bath true grace, will manifeſt. 
it by his gracious cariage in every conditi- | 
on, both in proſperity, and adverſity ; it 
he berich, hee is bountifull, and liberall, he 
is Rich in good workes, and layeth up for him- 
ſelfe a good founaation, 1 Tim, 6. 17. It he 
be puore, he ſheweth his golden nature in 


another kinde, in humble ſubmitting to the | 


will of God, Jt # the Lord, let him doe 
what ſeemeth him good, faid golden £ly, 
1 Sam. 3. 18. In his patience, and thank- 
fulncſſe, he kifſeth the rod, and thankes his 
father, even for his love in correcting. He 
is like a well cut Dye, every way ſquare, 


| 


| 
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| The purchaſe of Grace. Caav.Ill 


which way ſoever ye caſt it, caſt it eaſily, ir 
will be ſquare ; caſt it violently, it remai- 
neth ſquare tl : ſo will a gracious heart, 
ſhew 1ts puritic, in all eſtates, and con- 
ditions. Looke upon fob, in his twofold 
condition, and yzec ſhall finde him pure 
gold, in both ; louke upon his demeanour,! 
in the water of proſperity, when hee even 
{wome 1n Rivers ” proſperity ; oh how 
bountifull was hee, how full of good 
workes ? ob 30. Chap. 31. By the Lords 
owne teſtimony, A man that feared God, and 
eſchewed evill : none like him un all the earth, 
| Job 1.1. 7. What a gracious teſtimony trom| 
God himfelfe ? Then looke upon him in the! 
| fire of adverſitie ; rich Job, bountifull and 
liberall ; poore 7o6, patient, and thanketfull,, 
Tob 1. 21. The Lord hath grven, and the Lord 
hath takes, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 
True it is, he ſhewed ſome drofle in the; 
melting ; but looke upon him when he came! 
'out of the fire, oh then he was pure gold 1n- 
deed ! this he was aſſured of while he was 
melting', 1ob 23. 10. He knoweth the way 
that Itake, and when he hath tryed me, T ſhall 
come out like gold : golden 1ob indeed, when 
hee came out of the furnace of affi&ion. 
But now the wicked, as they are but droſk, 
Pſal. 119.119, fo they ſhew their droflic 
nature in every eſtate : if they be rich and! 
wealthy, then they are proud/ and conhi- 
dent, and given to opprettion, ready to.de-| 
ny God, and truſt in their wealth : yr it 
they 


© 


i. "Y — _— ttc. ——_— 


— OS” w-— nds. edn ——————— A — —_— EE 


——— OO—— — — 


—_—_ 


OO n—_ — 


bh » 5 rods pp BY } A024, © we =. he . SD 225 F595. Fs ammo Hou g— ,. 


I 


* ' SE RCE Me © : - £ 
46h. y py NR. = on” + F 8 A o . MIS", os 1 is : ” 4 v pou WS phy. ah ” Re. «4+. 4,0 E 3» 

@ o ws 6-29 TD -OR> nn yes v 2 -- P- 4th, 4, WF x 

»* F.- p "7 "8 £ þ- hh COASTS {1 REN at is os. 8 ew” Wt es” ES. a 


Y” VE 


' 


a 


EIT 


—_ 


| forced at laſt to caſt himaway; and ſet a | 


gold any more, 2 Chr,28.22, Aud in the time: 
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Name of the Lord in vame,Pro.z0,8,0. Kd hey? 


away more and yore ? {a .1:5, Sec an expe> 


crite eAbas or all his faire thewes) he did 
ſhew himkltc 


£ 


the more he ſinned ; 1t he bevictorious, he 


friends, and the gods of Damaſcus mult be 
lacrificed unto, - and a patterne of a new. 
Altar muſt be fetched from thence, 2 Kings | 
16,10. Well, if God take him in-hand, and 
Legin 'to melt' him in thefireof afilition; 
he findeth him droffe {t3ll; fo that hee was 


marke upon'him, for notorious droſtalto- 
zether, that -tione ſhoitkd/ever take him for 


of hs diftreſſe; "be ſinned yer moore, againſt the 
Lord, This is that King Ah;: brand him up, | 
ſcore him up, £t a marke upon kim tor ever; 
for mdſt notorious d cſk indeed ; becaul-; 
the more hee was afflicted}; -the wore hee 
was ; the more' hee was melted ; the 
more plainely hee appeared {tu] to beenc- | 
thing bur a plaine lumpe of droſle. Lpray 
let us try onr {elves by this marke, it wee. 


| 


are draſe Rill incevery condirion ; the more | 
| God melteth tliein, the worſe they are : why, | 
ſhonld they be ſmitten any nwre, for they do fall | 

riment of this, tn that clok-hearted hypo-.| 


but droſſe, both in proſperi- | 
tv, and adverſitic ; the more he proſpered vl 


aſcribeth the vicory to himbli-, and tus | 


can cary onr ſelves aright un every cltate; | 


| 


EO." JENS > Oe a} _ a et wg ew wo 


* 


it is a fizgne we are pure gold ;- not yaw 
_ , FE p ; Va, 


o —_— " 
- eee Crue Seaton A 0 AS OI: + Doo +4 + 4% ” 


* 
it y — WR 


a> 7ebrs cow 


i: TI” RIES i. AMS. at tth * Mc. ta. Ad 


2. dots 


_ 


bf. dd... el a6 #« Aabne HA in ect Aa 


% wear 3 x a6 * +4. 4 ee *- 


: F 
ng 
* _- 
# - - " 
Er, - 
y . - 
$. x & 
. Fa 
- | $4 
Ss. 1 
; VB , 
Ke *s 
wy 
+ 4 " 
»* . : , 
0 % 
my © Ox 
b, : N 
FS 
= 
4 oY | 4 
by x ih 
þ-4 b n 
2 E 
4 
=S 
f : : 
7 WW 
« &-£ 
FP 
h- = 
* Is 
- © 
A * 
PSY 
4 
od - 
4 4: 
s 33 L 
3 - - 
yu" - 
v3 Pa 
= 4 
G « 
* OR 
F<E 
£ : « 
IS 7+ 
& ** 
» * Fs Y 
ip 'S 
©. 
#1 S ” 
© * k 3 
MY * 'S 
bu x s 
! #* 
L.4 $4 
M..; 
% 
"F* F.- £ 
. 
8 - &- 
_— YT 
3 
{3 = 
x 
T7 
: - 
Bis 6. 
$1 
4 ? Wo - 
S : 4 
- fy r 
+3 7; 3g 
K- 
# # . 
* » 
1 


$4 
+ 
og 
f 
*% 
" -; 
7. 
'F ; 
: « 
: 


* n _ POE wm £ 


; 


gs. 


SV. 


Py = g , 
"x + 
. - * when 
i << - x 
. —_ GW”. FA _ 
A ww @*- Apt hg _ 
$* > 4 AY ol. , 
» #, 


- 


| 
1 2, Marke. 
hl True Ffrace 
mW | gorren by 
a f Gods Ordj- 
RANCESs 


_—_— 


——_— 
—_— ee as 


| good i gne, thy gold 15 good, thy graces 
Inereafed by the Word of Gods 


have cauſe to ſuſpe& our ſelves, to bee but 
droffe. « Looke upon the golden Martyrs, 
in all ages; ſee what pure gold they pro- 
ved themſelves, eſpecially, in the fire of af- 
fiicion : conſider theſe golden Chriſtians, 
Hebr, 10. 34. They ſuffered with joy, the 
ſpoyling of their goods, knowing that they had 
in heaven, a better, and a more endurmg ſub- 
ſtance, wee glory in tribulation. Here was 
bright thining gold indeed, gold tryedin the 
fire, as 1t iS in our Text. | 

| Secondly, Right currant gold, is that 
which commeth from the right place, from 


the Kings Minting houſe, and hath his | 


Ma jeſtics ſtampe upon it; when they 
brought the Tribute Ns 
23. 20. he cnquireth unmediately, Whoſe 
Image,or ſuperſcription hath «t ? and they tell 
himy{eſar”s : So look upon the gold of thoſe 
graces which thou haſt, and ſeriouſly conſi- 
der, whence thou hadit them, and how 
thou cameſtby them : Did they come from 
the Minte of Gods Ordinance ? Were they 
Legotten at firſt, and are they ſtill nouri- 


get them, by prone: and attending at the 
poſtes of Wiſedomes gates ? then 1t1s a 


are ſincere ; becauſe they are begotten, and 
grace, 
Atts 20. 32, Thus Pax! ſendeth them ſtul 
to the Minte, to get more grace, and to try 


The purchaſe of Grace. Cuae.l[ll.| 


to Chrift, Mat. | 


ſhed in thee, by theſe meanes ? Didſt thou | 


| their graces. And now, brethren, I commend 
you | 


| 
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which us able to build you rb 

O Iracc 3 Hebr. 

4. verſe 16. Let us goe boldly to the Throne 
0 Feng , whereby wee may finds marcy., 
and grace, to helpe in time of med ; 1 
ray let us try our graces by this touch- 

one. How did we come by our graces ? | ite 

By what meanes were they begotten in | 
thee? And how arc they nourithed, if not | 4 | 
by theſe meanes ? And ir may de,thou canſt | E-'1] 
71VE NO aCcotint how thou camalt by them : | 


ll. 


——_— 


begin ſtraight to ſuſpe them ; for you | 
know it 1s ſuſpicious, for a man to have 
ooods, and know not how he got them. 
Conſider thy faith then, Art thouſure it is 
precious ? Ot the right ſtampe? More pre= 
cious then gold ? Then ſure it came fron 
(the Minte, it was given thee from above, 
Philip. 1.29. To you it is given, not onely | 
to believe, but alſo to ſuffer, 8&c, It it be right 
faith, it was begotten by the Word of faith; | 
Romans 10, 8, For faith commeth by heas' | 
ring, and hearing by the Word of God. But he 
that boaſts of his faith, and telieth-me that 
he hath bel:eved ever {ince he could remems ; 
ber ; asit the gold of faith, grew thereby | 
nature; I wculd no more beleeve, he had | 
true faith, then I ſhould thinke he ſaid true; 
|that ſhould boaſt, that he had a purF? full 
of gold, which came out of his purſe bots | 
1rome, and grew there by nature: I pray 


let us examine our ſelyes by this mark, true 
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Grace, Caray, 11I. 
| gold-cominethfrom the Minte : and fo doth | 
true grace;: from the Minte of Gods Ordi- 
| nances : if it grew in thine heart. by :na- | 
wu | | ture, oris begotten, and nouriſhed 1n thy 
ll | [8 ppt other meancs, thou haſt great. | 
% realon=to fuſpe&t, that” ſuch gold 1s but | 

| counterkeit, cc. MAES vo 
2, Marie. } © Thirdly, Goldrryed inthe: fire, if it come| 

{ True gracc | . 4 . 

is ful' | from the right Minte, 1s currant money 
| 42-5 bin with the Merchants, As eAbraham's filyer | 
will make a |; , ; | 
| man univer- | WAS, Which hee weighed to Hephres the | 
| Gall in his | Zjeezee, Geneſis 23,16, Now gold 16 not| 

obedience. , | di 6 
currant with the Merchant , ( though '1t} 
 ſeeme pure for the matter) if it want 
weight, and therefore eAbraham weighed 
tis filvery before the people of Ephroz :- {6 
| true grace 1s good weight, give it but the 
allowance of the imperte&ion, in reſpet 
of degrees, and it is full weight, inreſpe&;} 
' of parts; both 1n regard of the ſubject; | 
19 wherein it is, and the obje& of it ; weigh 
(it in the ballance of the Sanitnary, and: iti| 
will bee found weight ; for hee that hath 
| ' true grace in every part, grace 1n the head, 
or underſtanding facultic of the foule, and ||} 
grace 1n the heart, in the will, and the at-||f} 
| | feftions,” he is [anttifiedthroughout, 1 T hef.|| : 
5. 23. tn his whole ſpirit, ſoule, ana body ; | 1 
| 10 * of true grace 1s univerſall, Nowan|Þj| | 
hypocrite, whoſe grace 1s but counterfeit, || { 
4 
4 


whoſe gold is Copper, ſhewethit ſelfe de-| 
{efive in one kinde or ether. If he haye a| 
| little knoyledge ſwimming in the _—_ 
| [r- and | 
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and therefore is able toſpeake well; aziif he | 
[had grace; yet this worketh no reforma- 
10n 1n the outward man, there it tranteth 
weight ; he 1s prophane till, .helivethin- | 
the ſecret prattiſe of ſome knowneungad- | | 
lineſſe, - he hath ſome R inmon, with Naa- 
man ; tome Delilah, with Sampſon :: but the | | 
oolden Chriſtian, 1s univerſally gractous, 

cad, and heart, and life : asachild new 
borne , hath all the-membersibf ;a-man, | 
though they. be but weake, andit is long | 
[before he can uſe them. Or if the hypo»! 
crite have ſo much keming goodneſk;, to | 
gild. over his ontward behaviour, ; thathe 
ſzemeth :to be a right golden Chriſtian in-!] 
| deed ; :yet-1f-it be not true grace,” it retor; j| 


# 
o 


meth not. the heart ; whereas true grace p-i| | 
rifierh the heart, eAlts 15.9. oo God be-'j 

gi2 to waſh a man, he beginneth with the 
heart, Jer, 4. 14; Waſh thy hears from wick | 
edne(ſe, 6 Jeruſalem : true grace waſhes, not | 
| only the thands, but alfo the heart. . Here | 
| was Simon Mag his defcRs, if ye look 
upon his ontward profcflion, hets turned | 
Chriſtian, he keepeth company with the 
Chriſtian Apoſtles, he was allo baptized, 
{as a badge of Chriſtian profeſſton,c4c, But 
| where was the fault ? Surdly within : his 
|| heart was unſound, and rotten, notwith- | 
ſtanding his 'gilded out fide, eAGs 8, 21. | 
T hine heart #s not right in the fight of God ; \ 
| And pray God,'if #t«be poſſible, the thoughts | 
ii of thine. heart,” may be forgiven. We was 
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 buthke a faire Aple, that was;notwithſtan-| 
| ding, rotten at core. - 
| "2. True grace is univerſal, and full 
| weight {in.reſpett of the objet of it, thatilll | 
| is, it will cauſe a man to yeeld obedience to 
all Gods Commangements, He that hath 
| true grace indced, will deſire, and exdea- 
vour in all things to lyve houeſtly, Heb.13.18, 
But counterfert grace is nat currant, in this| 
| regard; alfo, herein it wanteth weight, as || 
it did: before ; an hypocrite is not univer- 
fll in his obedience, he is no good Catho- 
| like in this reſpeRt, hee doth but picke and 
| chooſe ; ſome duries he hiketh; but other he 
| careth not for ; ſome ſinnes he avoydeth, |ill 
but other he maketh no conſcience of. Com- 
| pare Davia and Jeb together, and they 


No OC IEEIIR 


— 
_—— 


| Keme, ar firſt, to be both gulden Kings, zca- 
lons men, and couragious Magiſtrates ; but 
then againg, weigh their gold feverally, in 
the ballance of the Santtuary, and then yec 
ſhall finde, that Jehv's wanted weight. 
Firſt, laoke upon Darzds aime in his obe- 
dience, and ye /tfull finde it univerfall, P/al. 
[119.6 Then ſhall I not be confounded, when 
{ have reſpett to all thy Commandement: : herc| 
[1s downe weight. 

But now weigh Jehs's gold, in the Ame 
ballance, and yee {hall caſily perceive that 
it was found tao light; like Balthaſar, | 
| Dayiel 5, obſerve it, 2 Kings 10, When 
| the Spirit of G o Þ had ft out Febw's | 
zcale to the full, and given him his allow- 
| ance 
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ance and all, yet hecrycthout ſtill, that it 
was too light, verſe 31. But Jehn tocke no 
heed to walke in the Law of the Lord with all | 


bis heart ; for he departed not from the ſinnes | 


of Jeroboam : and therefore Go D giveth 
him his —_ reward, /e. the thing 
that he chickely aimed at, /#. the kingdome | 
for himſlfe, and his children for atime, 
and fo ſendeth him packing. 

Letus try our gold by this marke, let us 
weigh it in the Balance of the Sanftuary. 
Doeth our grace ſhew it clic in every part ? 
Are we like the Church, :P/al. 45. 11. eAl! 
glorious, both within, and without ? All | 
gracious, in heart, and life? Here is a good | 


Merchant, becauſe it is full weight, in this 


regard, Then againe, are we univerfall in 
our obedience ? Doe wee endeavour to | 
walke in all the Ordinances, and Com- | 
mandements of God blameleſſe ? as was | 
ſaid of Zachary and Elizabeth, Lxk.1.6. 
Doe wee deſire in all things to live ho- | 
neſtly ? Here 1s precious gold indeed, even 
gold tryed in the fire, 
Fourthly , True gold will abide the fie- 
ry tryall, Here is the true tryall of gold, 
when it cometh to be melted : fer, 9. 7. 
1 will melt them, and try them, for what ſpould 
1 doe for the daughter of my people ? So that is 
| trug grace, that holdeth out in the fire of 
affliction ; hence that phraſe of the Apoſtle, | 
[ln 2 Pet, 4. 12. Beloved, thinke it not ſtrange, | 
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 figne our gold will paſte currant, with the | 


4+ Marke- 


True grace 


will abide 


the gerv try- 
all, will 

make a man 
hold our in 
rime of per- 
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 oncerning the ficry tryall, as if ſome ftrangs | 2: 

| thing bappenca, but rejoyce rather, .&C.- be-|| 4 

cauſe here is the true tryall of your graces, /y 

| that they are ofa right golden nature in-|ſ{ /\ 

| deed, This was obs comfort , Fob 23, 10, Wb 


He knoweth the way that T take, and when he 
hath tryed me , I ſhall come” ont like gold, O 
golden 0b, that was able to abide the hie-! 
ry tryall ! So looke upon the Apoſtles in the 
fiery tryall, when they were mocked, and 
threatned, and 1mpriſoned,- yea, and grie- 
voully ſcourged too, yet ſee how chearcfull, 
and conſtant they were, for all that ? Ads | I t: 
5. 40, 41. T hey departed from the preſence of \ iſ \ 
the Conncell, rejoycing, that they were accomn-| i \ 
ted worthy to [uffer ſhame , for his Name. Cc 
| Here was right gold, tryed in the fire ; fee | WW" 
how bright they ſhine, when they newly | 
come out of the furnace, Ot ſuch a golden | I * 
temper was Pax! : How couragious , and | W\ 
undaunted jn tribulation ? Troubles for | ſt 
Gods caufſe,did not trouble this good man ; | =* 
tor when the Holy Ghoſt teſtified of him, | IN / 
that bonds, and atfiiions abode for him, | EU: 
eACts 20, 23, But this doth not trowble me, | ſ 
| mcither 25 my life deare unto me , that I may i { 
' finiſh my courſe with joy, and fulfill the mm- | 
| fterie, which I bzve received of the Lord Je-| 
' {zes. Yea, when Azabm the Prophet fore- 
' told his atfliitions, fo that his friends be- | 
 2an ( even with teares ) to diſſwade him 
from going up. to Feruſalem, Alts 2. 11, 
12,13. Markc lus couragious anſwere, a 
golden | 
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| oolden refolution. :; #/hat doe yee weeping, | 
| and breaking my beart ? 1 amreadie, not one- 
ly to be boyd, but todie at Feruſalem, for the 
Name of the Lord Teſis. True,gold will a- | 
bide the fire ; he that hath true grace, will 
conſtant and faithfull even unto death, 
and will cleave unto Gods fervice in time 
of danger, as wellas in time of fafetie. Sec 
 an.experiment of this, in Dariel, and the: 
\ threenoble Zewes. Firſt, forDamel,he did not 
content himſelfe,,. to ſerve God onely in 
time of fafetic, but alſo in time of che grea- | F 
teſt perill, and danger, ( Daz. 6. 10.') for | 
wien he knew that;the writing was fig- 
ned, he went into his houſe, &c, and pray- 
ed, and gave.thankes before [1is God, as rf | 
id aforetime ; though he adyentared his 
rcry life in this cake, to becaſt into the Ly- 
22S den, So that ye ſee, that Damels graces | 
ivere-pure gold indeed ; he. was the fame in | 
tne of danger, that he was before time, in | | 
ime of ſaietie,” So for the three noble ewes, | | 
)zicl 3- When they were threatned with | ” 
the fiery turnace, if they would not wor- | 
hip the Kings golden Image ; marketheir | 
couragious antfiere,' that lame goiden reſo- | 
lution of theirs , Fr. 17. Onr God, whom T0 
wee ſerve, tis able ts activer us, &Cc. But of | 
hee will not, be it knowae unto. thee, O King, | 
that we will nat ſerve thy gods, ner worſhip dhe | 
| 
| 


| 
| 


relden Image which thou haſs {ct. wp : and fo 
cre calt into the hot fiery furnace. Here 
were three precious pieces of gold , that 

| vWCcre | 
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The purchaſe of Grace, Cuave.lll, 
were readic to abide the fiery tryall. 

But 4s for the wicked, it #5 not ſo with them. 
they may have a faire golden ſhew, untill) 
they come to the melting; but no hypocrite] 
can abide this fiery tryall : herein the true 
Chriſtian out-ſtrippeth the temporarie ; as 
our Saviour ſheweth evidently, Lak. 8, 
with Car. 13.21. Tet hath he no roote in 
bimſelfe, bat endareth for a ſeaſon : Why io? 
He anſwereth, For when tribalation, or per- 
ſeention ariſeth, becauſe of the Word, by and by 
he # offended. He 1s not able to abide thc 
ſcorching heate of perſecution, in, and for 


|the good cauſe of God.” So that this fire of 
| perſecution, 1s fit to try every mans worke, 
whether it be gold, and ſilver, or hay, and 


ſtraw, or ſtubble. Pertinent is that cf the 


| Apoſtle, to this purpoſe, in 1 Cor, 3. 12,13. 


Now if any man build upon this foundation, 
gold, filver, &Cc. or wood, hay, or ftubble ; e- 
very mans worke ſhall be made manifeſt How ? 
Becauſe s: ſhall be revealed by fire, and the fire 


ſhall try every mans works, of what ſort it is, 


That 1s true grace indeed, that abideth the 


fiery tryall. 


But a queſtion may here, not unfitly, be 
moved, ſc, Whether an hypocrite may not 
hold out, even unto death, and abide thc 
tryall of the fire? 

Yes. He may ſtifly hold out , and perſiſt 
in ſome courſe that he hath begunne, and ra- 
ther give his body to be burned, then for- 


— 


fakeit, This the Apoſtle kemeth to inti-£ 
matc,}_ 
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te, 1 Cor. 13. 3. Though I give my body 
ak burned, aud bave ha + proflcech [ 
me nothing, But yet, firſt, it is not in, or} 
roperly for the good Wory of God, that | 
£ hos ſuffereth ; but 4s a bwſie body, out of | 
ſome odde humour, or proud fa&ious dif 
| poſition, Now it is properly the cauſe, and 
not the puniſhment, that maketh a martyr ; | 
and therefore fiyth our Saviour, Mat. 13. 
21. When tribulation, or perſecution ariſeth | $;augutt, ' 
becauſe of the Word, he 14 offended. A Chri- | 
ſt1ans ſuffering, 1s, and mult be well groun- 
ded upon the Word, clſe he ſiffereth not as 
1 Chriſtian, but as a b«ſie body, x Pet. 4.15, 
16. Secondly, If his cauſe, in which he af 2 
tcreth be good,yet he ſuffereth without cha- 
ritie, not out of love, cither to God, or his 8% 4 
truth ; but out offclfe-love, and fo is worth | 
nothing. So that he that will hold out in 2 | [+ 
good cauſe, even unto death, and that in| 4. 
obedience to God, and out of love to his \ 
truth,the graccs of fuch a man are pure gold 
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Of Conſala-, | 


« | ZR 
TACO. Ms > 
dition be,tor outward things,yet it is ſplen-| 
| d1d and: glorious within, thou art- truely 


$5409 So Seed = A. 4 
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. Containing the uſe of Conſolation, 


Hirdly : This Dodrine ferveth 
for comfort, and conſolation, to! 

ſuch as are truely godly, and re- 
= 11g100s : whatſoeyer thy con- 


rich, rich towards God:: an heart full of 
; favin grace, 1s more worth then a purſe 
full of gold. Put caſe that ( in reſ>2 of any 
temporal} wealth ) thou canſt truely fay 
with the Apoſtle, As 3.6. Silver, and gold 
bave [zoe yet, if thon haſt pl-ntie of true| 
faving grace, thou art arich man 1n Gods 
account, fall of fpirituall wealth, thou art 
rich towards God, Lb, 12. 22. whiclt 15 
the beſt riches in the world ; God eſteemeth 
thee more highly for thy inward wealth, 
/c, that thou art truely golden, and religi- 
ous, then men can deſpiſe rhee for thy out- 
ward povertie : and know this alſo for op 
comfort , that though the fooliſh , blind 
world, doe deſpiſe thee for thy povertic | 
yet God thinkzth never a whit the wort: of 
thee 1n that regard ; for he regardeth not 


| 


' 
| 


the rich, more then the poore, ob 34. 19. 
Yea, 
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yaa, te thinketh better , of every godly 
poore man”, "then he doth of any nngodly | 
rich mars whatſoever, Pro, 28: 6: Better | 
the poore, that walketh'in bis incegritie, then he | 
thas ts perverſe is bys wayes, though he bexich. | 


A godly pobre iflan'is able. t6fay” with the | | 
Apoſtle, in fome meaſure, '2-Cor, 5, 1477s | | 


knot; That »6r the eartkly-houſt, of this'T 4-| 
bernarcls ; ſorlt-be-aifſolvei; WhAOs" 4 biiilding 
of God, not mate with hands , eterviell int the | 
heavens. 'But thewicked ( thouzh never 6 
rich, yet ifhebe'itmpenitear, ) fall be trrned 3 
into bell, ana al that forget God. Yea, every | 
coodly-poore mah, thats rich in grace; and 
ndued with rhe true ſeare of God, findeth 
berter acceptance with God, then any-un- | 
oodly rich man whatſoever, Ads 19. 354} 
Of a truth T perceive, that God's 110 rej eftefs 
if perſons , but in every N ation, he that feareth 
God, and workgth righteouſtieſſe, 75 acceptea 
wth him, ſayth the Apoſtle.* Oh how tits | 
ſhould comfort us; againſt the reproaches, | 
and afperſions of the world, /c. that in the | | 
| 
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Fmcane time, God himfelte doth kindly ac- 
cept of us, and hathus in ſingular love for | 
Mis Sonnes fake ; yea, will manifdlt this-love | 
fone day, before'men,and Angels,in beſtow- | f 
ing no leſſe then a Kingdome uponus, Zzk. | (bþ4 4 
12. 32, Fearenot little flocke, for ut its my | 
WY athcrs pleaſure , ro give you 4 Kingdome - | 
Fca, the great and- glorious 'Kingdome of || Wl: 
Heaven , 1s-provided , as well for -godly*} © | F708 
Fpoore men, as tor: the richeſt perſons 1n the 1 2 
4 ws | Dt | world, | md {4 $4 
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| world , 7am. 2,5. Hearken my beloved bra. 
thren (fayth the Apoſtle ) hath not God choſer, 
the poore of the-world, rich in faith, and heire; 
| | of the kingdomeaohich be hath promiſed to then 
| that love him? Oh how this may comfort us, 
In regard of outward poverty!It will keepe| 
no man out of heaven,that hath an heart full! 
of the golden graces of Gods Spirit,no more' 
then outward wealth, of it felfe, can kcepe 1 
; man out of hell. Z4k.16.Therich man(there) 
| notwithſtanding all his wealth, was dceply' 
plunged into hell, and Lazaras, even poore 
Lazarus, was caried,by the Angels, into 4- 
brahams bolome. Onely be ſare,that the gold! 
which thou haſt, is true and right gold;and 
If not counterfeit. And therefore againe,and a-|þ 
gaine, I cxhort every one, that defireth to 

| have intereſt in the comfort now propoun-|ſLo: 
| ded, that he be fure, he be not deluded, nor qu 
 gulled 1n this caſe, with feigned gold, and Þn 
| counterfeit metall, in ſtead of true faving Fin 
grace indeed. Now,becauſ: it 1s,0n the one i 
| fade, ſoeaſie a thing to be deceived, & with- i 
all,ſoexceeding hard and difficult tor a man 
| | to be well aſſured,rhat his graces are {incere, 
(beſides what you havealready heard in thc 
| former uſe I will give you two or three 0- 
| ther ſignes, by which you may underſtand, 
' that the golden graces of Gods Spirit in; 

| 1-Sigee, | you, arc ſound, and not counterfcir. i 
| Heetzthedd | Firſt, He that hath true grace, wght gold 
| willuſe izeo | Indeed, will be carcfull touſe it to Gods glo-| 
Gods glory, | ry,and the good of others ; he is no niggard 
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}fit,nor layeth it up in a Napkin, but is ve- 

free,and liberal}, in communicating what 
c hath, for the benefit of others : he is not 
content to be religious himſelfe alone, but 
doth carneſtly defire,& carcfully endeavour, 
that cthers may have true gracc,and become 


| 
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| 


religious, as well as himfclfe ; and his very: 
ſpeeches, and whole cariage, will manifelt. 
no leſſe, P/al. 37. 30, 31. The meonth of the 
righteons fpeaketh wiſedome, his tongue will be 
alking of judgement, the Law of his God t wn 
s heart, none of bu ſteps ſlide, Such a man, 
followeth that golden rule' of the Apoſtle, 
ol, 4. 6. Let your ſpeech be alwayes gracions, 
eaſoned with ſalt ſuch as may miniſter grace ts 
the hearers;when thow art converted, ſtrengthen | 
brethren, faith our Saviour, Luk, 22, 32. 
Loc the concomitant,and infeparable conſe- 
ent, of true converſion, See this diſpoſiti- 
n in divers, That man,that hath true grace 
imſclte, carneſtly deſires and endeavyuureth 
that others may be trucly good, as well as 
bumſelfe. See It in one, that had vcry Little 
ime to live after his converiion,and that 15s, 
nc Thicke on the Croſk, Zuk.23.49, He vin-| 
icateth our Sav1ours innocency, conteſketh | 
1s own, and his fellowes juſt puniſhment, | 
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xneſtly Jaboureth the converſion of his | 

ompanion, that as they had lived wicked- | 

iy, ſo his earneſt defire was, that they might | 

oth die penitently ; Feareſt thox not God, | | 

fyth he, rebuking his fellow ) ſeeing ehow | | 

t in the ſame coudemmnation ? (1,e,) Oh, feare | 
God, | | 
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| God, repent, and turne trucly to him; &c. 


| YErion, atid fpirituall good of his partnet! 
| T mighe likewiſe inſtance in David, P/zl., 
| $1.13, Then ſhall Tteach thy wayes unto the 
| wicked, and fiuners ſhall be converted unto thee, 
| No good man 1s content to goe to Heaven| 
| alone, but carneſtly defireth company. The 
| Woman of Sazaria, telleth her neighbows 
of our Saviour, when ſhee was throughly 
| wronghtupon, and converted her felte. | 
{ Might give youſundry inſtances to this pur- 
poſe 3 but I will content my felfe' with on: 
__ } onely, and that is the Apoſtle Paxl ; |:: 
| vzhat a ſpeciall care, and reſpe& he had for 
the good of others; obſerve that ſpeech o! 
| | his, Rem, 10. 1. Brethren, my hearts deſire, 
aud prayer to God for 1ſrael is, that they might 
| be /aved. This made Him ſo abundant in i: 
| | bours , eſpecially 1n travelling to preaciſ on 
| the Goſpell ; becauſe hee earneltly defire(, co 
| and endeavoured the converſion of others ſys 
| Yea, ſach was his carneſt defire this war, do 
| | that he kemed to preferre the ſalvation, cffſtr 
|__| his Country-menthe ewes, before his owifſan 
cternall happineſſe, and falvation, An ai-Mth, 
Mirable place to this purpoſe, is that whiciW fo, 
we have, Rom.9. 3. For 7 could wiſb)fno 
ſelfe ſeparate and accarſed from Chriſt ; j* gu 
my brethren, my kinſwen according to the {icſ\ ty 
| yca, he ſought carneſtly the converſion, and} fa] 
i ſalvation both of ewes, and Gerriles, evlſch 
F Wy evcr'l 
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cvery man, 1f he could poſlible, Coloſc 1.28, | 
Teaching, and admoniſhing in all wiſedome, 
that I might preſent every man perfett in 
Chriſt Jeſs. Yea, con(ider the ſpeech of his 
to Agrippa, Atts 26.27, 28, 29, eAlmoſt 
thou * perſwadeſt mee to become 4 ( hriſtian, | 
faith the King, See what an admirable ; 
anſwer hee returneth (ſpeaking out of the | i 
abundance of gracious love, and the hea- J 
renly afteion that was in his heart) 7 
would to God, that not onely tion, but all | 
tha: heare me this day, were both almoſt, and | 
altogether ſuch, as I am, except theſe bonds, 
0 golden Paxl! Oh gracious loule, that | 
is deſirous, that other ; even all others 
were truely religious, as well as him- 
klte ! I pray let us all try our ſelves by this 
note. Where 1s our care; and earnelt | 
defire for the good of others, eſpecially our 
families, and thoſe that are commirted to 
our charge? Yea, what cauſe have they to | 
conſider this, that are fo farre from ende- 
youring the converſion of others, that they 
doe labour to- quench thoſ? beginnings of 
true grace, which they ſe in any ; Yea, 
and are encmies to Gods people, only for | 
their piety ; and hate them; becauſe they 
follow the thing: that ts good ?. Well, ( 0h, lay 
no more in this cafe) rhe truth is, this ar- : 
gueth, that theſe, men are not onely emp-. 
ty, and voyde of all true grace, but even 
full of the ſpirit of Sathan , and. Anti-' 
chriſt : it is even unto ſuch a fcarctull t2- | 
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ken of perdition, as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 
Phil. 1.28. 
Secondlv, hee that hath true grace in- 


| dzed, is: not conrent with that meaſure of 


hath true 
oraces1ls {ti11 


| defi rous of 


more. 


grace, which he hath for the preſent, but! 
_carneltly covet?th after more : for though 
he be no nigzard of it, yet he 1s withall a 
| 800 | husband with it, and laboureth daily 
to encreaſ: it ; yea, hee is the more liberall 
in this caſe, and 15 the more ready and wil 


| for the good of others, becauſe hee know-. 


to auzment, and 1necreaſ2 his ſtore. For as: 
a great deale layd up 1a a napkin, will 


{:J, as our Saviour faith fntly, in this very 
| Cafe, Aatth, 25.31, For unto him that hath, 
| ſhall bee given, and hee ſhall have abundance, 
None fo dejirous to grow and 1ncreaſ in 
' Srace, as they that have good ſtore of grace 
| already : he that hath thirtie, is very deli- 
rous of fixtie ; and hee that hath attained 
to ſixtie, is not well contented, untill he 
have an kundred fold, Oh that we would 
try our fzlves by this note, _Wouldeſt thou 
be fare, that the grace which thou haſt 1s 
[not counterfeit, but found and gocd ? 
\Where is then thy deſire to grow and 1} 
; CrCaſ2 in it ? Doeſt thou daily /avoxr to 
grow in orxace? 2 Peter 3,18, Doeſt thou 
Pf] earneſtly the beit things ? Art = | 
S100 | 


— 


ling to impart what graces hee hath, 0 


eth, that it is one ſpeciall way and meanes, 


| Quickly come to juit nothing : fo a littk 
| well improved, will quickly bee increa- 
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ſtill defirons of more ? &c. Certainely 
[this 1s a very comfortable {igne that thy 
' graces Are f{incere. 
See an experiment of this in Paul, Afﬀ- 
'ter he had once gotten ſome of this hea- 
venly gold of true grace, hee was never 
ftished with the meaſare which he had, 
but was {t1]] defirous of more, alwayes | 
ayming at perte&ion ; obfrve it, Phil.3. | 
(13. Thu one thing I doe, forgetting thoſe 
| fings which are behinds, and reaching forth 
'to thoſe things that are before, verſe 14. T1 
preſſe towaras the marke, or the price of the | 
hizh cn of God tn Chriſt Feſws. Let! 
ſfach try th 

;thinke that they have holineſk, and Religi- 
on enough, and that it 1s not good to bee 
too forward ; none of theſe are afraid of | 
having too much gold, which is farre more 
dangerous; for a man cannct have too | 
much true ſaving grace, though hee may 
have more wealth, then he can well tell | 
how to uſe. He therefore that thinketh | 
that he hath grace enough already, and is | 
afraid of having too much, it is a ſhrewd | 
{igne that he hath no true grace at all. Let | 
us therefore ſtrive to manif2it the truth of 
our graces, by our earneſt dei're, and care- 
full endeavour to get more, 

| Thirdly and laſtly, tor conclufion of 
this pozjnt. He that hath true grace, hath 
relpeX to the Word of Gods grace, by 
which 1t 1s begotten and encteaſed, x Pet. 
| TY 4. 
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| 2,1, es new borne babes deſme: the ſincere 
milke of the Word, that yee may grow there 
by ; How doe wee ſtand afeted to Gods 
Ordinances ? What account doe we make 
of prayer , publike, and private? What 
reckoning of the Sacraments, thoſe ſales of 
righteouſneſk ? In what eſteeme have we 
| the Word faithfully read and preached, | 
which 1s called, The Word of Gods grace, | 
eAMts 20, 32, eAnd now brethren, I Come V 
mend you to God,and to the Word of bus grace, © 
which ts able to build you up farther, &c. Heil © 
that is careleſſe and diſtegardfull of this, || : 
can have little affurance of the worke of 
| true grace, being wrought in his heart. |= 
They are ſcarce new borne, that love not 
the meanes, and inſtruments of their new 
birth, or regeneration, Looke upon all 
thoſe golden perſons recorded in Scrip-| 
ture, and you {hall finde what a ſingular! 
afe&ion they have ever borne to the Word, 
| read, and preached. Job eftecmed it morei 
they his neceſſary fooge,Teb 23, 12. Teremiab 
faith, It was to him the very joy, andre 
Joycing of his heart, Ter, 15.16, and Da- 
v14's affection in this cake was admirable, 
and extraordinary, Oh how I love thy law: 

It is my meaitation continually, Pſalme 119. 

97. It was dezrer to him, then thouſands of 

; oold and ſilver, ſweeter then heney, and the 
honey combe, ©c. So that, hee that deſpi- 
ſeth God's holy Ordinances,and the meanesF 

' which God hath appointed for the beget- 
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| The purchaſe of Grace. 
ting, and increaſing of true grace in the 
hearts of his people ; out of doubt he hath 
[not the ſpirit of Davidin him ; heeis ra- 


— —_—_ 


| SraCes of Gods Spirit, then filled with the 
fruits of righteouſneſſe. Let us therefore 
try our ſelves 1mpartially, and faithfully, 
| by theſe 1ſignes that wee haye heard ; that 


we may be aſſured the gold of grace which 


we have, or ſeeme to have, is true gold, 
and not counterfeit, and ſuch as will de- 
ceive us. You that finde your ſelves ſtored 
with this precious commodity, blefſe God 
for it, and bee thankefull ; for true faving 
grace is, like Gold tryed in the fire, pure, and 


precious, - | 


And thus much ſhall ſerve for the firſt 


point. 


1 


ther empty, and deſtitute of the golden | 
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true grace, 
are moſt 
truly and 
ſpiritually 


rich. 
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there is alſo great reaſon for it. For, 


, * @V 


| 
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 Contazning t- e ſecond generall point, , 
Be [ 
maranNd f I come to the fond © 
A\2>4 point, which is tobe ot ſrrved I - 
Hp theſe words, /e, this. That C 
$ the gold of true faving grace, £ 14 
\|is the onely way, and-meanes to makeus | 
| truly, and fpiritually rich, By of. me gold, Y[P 
| that thou mayeſt be rich, faith our Saviour, C 
| Loe, here the chicke way, and meanes to be- Þ; 
come truly and ſpiritually rich, this 1s 44-5 
rable riches, and rig hteouſyeſſe, ſaith the Wil 
{ man; Proverbs 3.15. Yea, true graceis L 
the meanes to make a man rich towards iſ ?* 
Cod, it is the ſpeech of our Saviour, Luke & 
| 12.21. $9 # he that gathereth riches for him- th 
[clfe, and u not rich towards God : where we #4 
| ſee, that 1t is poſſible for a man to be plen-}Y|” 
tifully furniſhed with worldly riches, I: 
and yet bee a poore man in the Lords ac-}| *! 
count. ban 
2. That true faving grace is a Tewell of ſ| 8" 
ſuch excellent and precious worth, that it te: 
1S able to make a man rich towards God, pr 

truly, and ſpiritually rich indeed. Andi 
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1; Becauſe true faving grace, doth en- | r. Reaſon. 
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| title-a- mans to the Lord Jeſizs Chriſt, with | Becaule it Ma gil 4 
| Ine. * . doth: entitle | |\Wt4 
| all his ineſtimable wealth and riches, |amaao | 6 
r-{ or. 3. 21, 22, where ſpeaking to ſach, ront,falt] Al 

| © - | vl vt , 4 I 

15. were religious, and had true grace, he mM bc, | 


ſich, eAll #5 yours, whether it bee Paul, or | 4 
eApollos, or Cephas, CFC. eAll i yours, and | 
yee are, Chriſt's, and Chriſt 5 God's ; Yea, 


©" ey 
+ 
Js 
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the. yery unſearchable riches of ( #7iſt, doe 4 : 
belong: to ſuch as have true ſaving grace, | - WF: 

E t 
Ephe/. 3. 8. Oli the unſearchable riches of þ 
(briſt ! © the infinite fulneſſe'of grace, that  ] 
is in Chriſt ! 7n him dwelleth the fulncſſe of } | < 


nefle m Chriſt for ever, in bun it dwelleth, 
{ 5loſ. 1.19. Now all this belongeth dire&- 
ly to ſuch as feare God, - and-are truly reli- ED 
 gious, Of hrs fiulneſſe wee have all received, 
aud grace for grace ; John 1. 14+ | Yea, the 

Lord : Jeſus (rift became poore, | on pur- 
poſe to make us.truly rich, 2 (br. 8. 9. Tee | 
(know the grace of our Lord leſins (,hriſt, who, | 
thourh he was rich; yet for your. ſakes hee be-. | 
came pore , that wee, through his: poverty | 
might become rich,1aith the Apoſtle. He that 
hath ſpeciall intereſt in Chrift, with all his 
|riches, muſt needs .be moſt truly and ſpirt- | 
tually' rich : but he- that hath true ſaving 
grace, hath thisſpeciall intereſt 1a the un- | 
lexrchable riches. of (briſt ; and therefore 
ſuch an_one muſt needs be moſt rruly, and l 
ſpiritually rich. Y 1 
_ 2. He that hath true ſaving grace, hath |, Reaſon- | 
| Þ 4 = the | j 


| the God-head bodily ; yea, there 1s. all ful- F 
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The purchaſe of Grace, Cnayx. VM 
the God of heaven for his portion; Nowl||ſſﬀl / 
how can he be poore that hath ſach a porti-|liſ| # 
on? This is the. very caſe of every man, ||| p 
that hath true ſaving grace, /e. that h&/l|< 
hath the God of heaven for his portion, {0 
Lament, 3.24. The Lord tu my portton,. ſaith | /c 
my ſoule, therefore will I hope in him. So, i 
Pſalme 16.5. Tie Lord 1s the portion of ſr: 
| ine inheritance, ad of my cup : where we || a 
ſee, that ſuch as have true grace, havethe IſjC 
Lord himfelfe fer their portion ; yea, they|lſj h 
may be aſſured that he 18 ſo, P/al.142. 5. 1i/ 
cryed unto the Lord, and faid, thou art my ſs 
refuge, and my. portion, in-the land of the li-\lb 
ving ? Hethatis aſſured in his ſoule, that hel c: 
hath the God of heaven and earth for his|}| 1 
portion, 1s molt truely and ſpiritually rich, + 
even towards God : But he that hath true] 
faving grace, .may be. aſſured that hee hath | h 
the God of heaven, and earth for this por-| 2 
tion ; and ſich a man is moſt truly and {pi-|Þ 
ritually rich, __ I 
— Thirdly; this precious: gold of true /- 
Ving grace, doth entitle a man to heaven, | c1 
for his inheritance, Hee that hath truc|Þ 
grace, may be ſure (when he:dycth) he ſhall | 6 
goe to heaven,2 ( or.5.1; Weknow, that when | -1 
this earthly houſe of this tabernacle, fhall bet pr 
diſſolved, we have a buildins of God, not man | 
with hands, eternall in the heavens, Hence is fa 
that ſpeech of the Apoſtle, 1 Per. 1. 3, 4. ht 
| Bleſſed be God, and the Father of our Lord |: 
Teſws Chriſt, &c. which. hath begotten uu; 
game, 
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The purchaſe of Grate. | 
againe to an inheritance, immortall, and unde 
filed, that fadeth not _ &c. To thefame|} 
purpoſe 1s that ſpeech:of our Saviour, 
| Matth. 25.34. Come yee bleſſed chilaren, 
|of my Father, inherit the kingdome prepared 
for you, from the beginning of the world, This 
1s- the very caſe of every man that truly fea- 
reth God, and hath truce faving grace, rhey 
are the: members of {hri/#, the children of 
God, and 1nheritors of the kingdome of 
heaven 3 obſerve it, *P/alm. 24.3, 4. Who 
ſhall afcend into the Hill of the Lord? and 
who ſhall awell in his holy place ? who hall 
bee a member of the Church militant on 
carth, and alſo a member of the Church 
Triumphant in heaven ? He that hath cleane 
hands, and a y_ heart, cc. See here the de- 
[ſcription of that man that hath intereſt in 
| heaven for his inheritance. So alſo, Revel. 
22.14. Bleſſed are they that doe his Com- 
| mandements, far they ſhall enter in through the 
| ates, tato the (ity, (C. of the New Feruſa- 
lem, Cc, Yea, how poore or deſpicable ſo- 
ever their condition and outward eſtate 
may be here on earth, 7am. 2.5, Hath not 
God choſen the poore of the world;rich in faith, 
and heires of the kinodome, which God hath” 
promiſed to them that love him ? 
Fourthly and laſtly, He that hath true 
laving grace, and ſpeciall intereſt in Chriſt, 


upon him, yea, unto all the gocd things of 
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God, whether ſpirituall , or temporall, al 


| 21, 22, 23. eAll i yours, whether it be Paul 


| F 
comfortable right and title to all the good | : 


things in poſſeſſion :- fo that get Chriſt, 


The purchaſe of Grace, Cuar,Y,] 


is theirs ; Gods. ordinances are theirs , ||! 
Gods Miniſters are theirs, all-the good |f 
creatures and bleffings of God are theirs, || 
yea, even thoſe that ſceme to have nothing ||iſ| 
(it they have true ſaving grace) have in-|l/ 
tereſt in, and poſſeſſion of all things. Ot- || 
ſerve that ſpeech of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 3. || 


| 
' or Apollos, or Cephas, or life, or death, &c. 

all are yours, and yee are (,briits, and Chriſt ||; 
& Gods. Here we ſe, that Chriſtians, and | t 
ſuch as have true grace, are no beggars, but ||| : 
the richeſt perſons under heaven. They that || : 


have true grace, and title to { rift, have a} 


things of God, ſpirituall, and temporall, 
all is theirs, yea, ( which1s molt ſtrange ) | [ 
all is the true Chriſtians, even un-poſtefli- Nh x 
on, 2 Cor. 6. 10. eAs having nothing, and p 
yet poſſeſſing all things : Loc,here the wealth Er 
and riches of all true Chriſtians, even when {þ; 
they ſzeme to have nothing, they have all Þ a 


and get all, Rom. 8. 32. God that ſpared not a 
his owne Soune, but delivered him to the acath 
for us all,, how ſhall he not with him freely give C 
225 all things ? And therefore all fuch as haveſſj 5 
true grace , are the richeſt perſOns in theſſ] 


world, though enjoying little, yet in af T 


 contentation and competency abounding 11 ff p 
all things : * The houſes of all good men being Nt 
open to the eApoſtles, 'v 


Firit, Þ 
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The parchaſe of Grace. Tb : T5 | 


Firſt, This ſ:rveth to teach us how much | w/e. 
' the world 1s deceived, in judging, and cen- | Na — | 
ſuring of the eftate; and condition of Gods },,,,,,.. i 
| people; Oh ! the world thinketh Gods peo- © *jratrnr 4] 
ple to be the pooreſt,and baſcſt,yea,and molt in was | 


deſpicable people in the world ; whereas | ofthe citar | 
I EO dS 


people. 


—_ 


here you ſee, that they are beſt furniſhed 
with that moſt precious conmodity,which 
15 abie to make them truely and ſpiritually 
rich, even rich towards God, Doe but | 
conſider of what rich parentage they come, | 
they have the God of heaven and carth tor | 
their Father , the Lord for their portion, | i 
11d therr helper,and heaven it {elte for their | * 
inheritance i; yea, and all the Ordinances, | | 

and Miniſters, and all the good things of 
God, are theirs, and therefore they are at- | 
{olutely the moſt wealthy, and tke richeſt — 
perſfons' 1n the world : they are indeed the 
pore of the world, yet rich in faith, and inhe- | 
_ ritors of the kingdome of heaven ; yea, | 
x; howivever the world judgeth of them,they 
Fare the moſt precious and honourable per- | 
{ons Mm the world, in Cods account : they 
arcluch, of whom the: world was nit worthy, | 
Heb. 31. 37, 38: Scethe high eſteeme that 
God hath of all ſuch as are religious, 1/2.43- | 
5. Since thou art precious in my ſight, and h:= | 
noxrable, and I hav loved thee, fayth God. 
They are the molt.prectous and honourable 
perſons in the world, in Gods accounr. See 
then how. the miſ-judging world 1s dec2t- 
ved inthis caſe, in accounting Gous people ] 
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| 


the world ; The righteous 15s more excellent 


| richer in Gods account, then any ungodly 
'rich man whatſoever ; for hee is rich 1n 


to be the ſeumime and off-ſcouring of the 
world, whereas indeed they are the moſt 
glorious and moſt honourable perſons-in 


then his neighbour, Pro, 12. 26. ſc. that 1s not 
righteous, yea, and a farre ticher,and a ber- 
ter man 1n Gods account ; as, Pro, 28. 6. 
Better zs the poore, that walketh in hu integri- 
tre, then he that is perverſe in his wayes, ai- 
thowoh he be rich, A godly poore man is 
farre better, yea, ( which is ſtrange ) farre 


Chri/#, rich in faith, full of the golden gra- 
ces uf Gods Spirit ;and therefore the world 
is utterly deceived, that doe judge the con- 
trary, and thinke, and cſteeme moſt baſely 
of him. 

Secondly, This ſerveth.to comfort Gods 


| people, in reſpect of the diſgrace, and pref 
| fure of worldly povertic. The poore 1 hated 


| 
[ 


| 


 eth, or eſteemeth of thee, yer thou art truc-| 


even of his neighbour, Pro. 14.20. Povertic, 


| ts of it ſelte ſufficient, to bring Gods people| 
Into contempt, and hatred; yet let Gods 


people, and: ſuch as are.religious, comfort! 
themflves in this caſe, upon.theſe enſuing | 
particulars. 

Firſt, That howſoever the world ſpeak-| 


: 


'lyrich in Gods account, full of ſpiritual 


| 


wealth,and riches,even rich towards God ; 


' as Our Saviour himſelfe ſpeaketh, Zuk, 12, 


21. Richin faith, Tam, 2. 5. though perhaps 


' 
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poore, 
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poore, in reſpe& of gold and ſilver ; rich in 
hope, yea, full of ſpirituall wealth and ri- | 
ches in poſſ=Non; all Gods ordinances, the 
Word , and Sacraments are tnine, Gods | 
faithfull Miniſters are thine, yea, the graces 
of Gods Spirit are thine ; all the promiſes 
recorded 1n Scripture,are thine inheritance; | 
whothrough fatth and patience inherit the pro-. 
miſes, fayth the Text, Heb. 6. 10, So that | 
hence it felloweth, that Gods promif:s are | 
the Chriſtians inheritance. Looke into the : 
:ich wardrobe of Gods promiſes, and then | 
conſider how rich you are therein; and cer- 
tainly, 1t will exceedingly comfort you, in 
regard of worldly povertie. 
Secondly , Conlider, that as { od regar- 
deth no man the more,ſitmply tor his wealth 
and riches ; ſo he thinketh never the worſe. 
of any for his povertie, it he be otherwiſe 


34.19. Heregardeth not the rich more then 
we poore, ſayth the Text, /c. for his riches, 
rici:es availe not in that caſe, nor can pro- 
cur2any the leaſt acceptance with Go Dd ; 
636!” the true feare of God, and faith in | 
Chrit, is that which doth procure accep- | 
tance with God, eAtds 10. 35, Of a trath : 
(fayth tz Apoſtle ) 7 perceive, that God uw 
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they may be, for outward things. Oh ! 


10 reſpectcy of perſons, but 1n every Nation, he | 
that fearcth God, and worketh riohteouſueſſe, | 
s accepted with him ; [c. how poore foever | 


ow this may comfort us, in reſped of the 
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diſgrace, and contempt that 1s caſt upon us, 
by the world 3 /c. that God himſzlfe dothi 
Ft15':ly eſteeme, and kindly accept of us, 
The Lord maketh choice in ſpeciall manner, 
of {1c as are godly, and religious ; P/a.,, 
The Lord hath choſen, or ſt apart for him- 
ſeife, the man that ts godly; yea, how poore 
ſo2ver he be, if he be alfo poore in ſpirit, the 
Lord will never rejet him, but freely make 
choice of him to be his ſonne and fervant; 
lam. 2.5. Hath not God choſen the poore of 
the world, rich un faith ? Onely let our car 
be to be rich in faith, and then let us never 
douzt of hnding acceptance with God,not- 
withſtanding our oatward povertic. Here 

is th ſ:cond ground of nes.” a for all god- 
ly poore ones, /c. that they finde farre bet- 
ter acceptance, and favour with God, then 
any ungodly perſon whatſoever. It 1s not 
povertie. bur finne onely, that can feparatc 
betweene ©-od and us : Tour iniguitres ( not 
your povertie ) have ſeparated betweene you 
| aud your God : onely beware of finne, and 
then aſſure thy ſ:lfe, that povertie can never 
ſeparate betweeie thee and God. 

Thirdly, Conſider that God is as read: 
to heare the prayers of a godly poore man, 
as any rich inan whatſoeyer : not riches, 
but grace onely is prevalent on this behaltz, 
Teh. 9. 31. We know ( fayth the blind man) 
that God heareth mo: ſinners, | how rich {0- 
ever they be, but if any man be a worſhippt 
| of God, and a doer of his will, him he hearcth, 


how 
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how poore ſoever he be for outward things. | 
See a diredt proofe for this, P/al, 10. 14. 
The poore committerh himſelfe to thee, for thor | 
art the helper of the friendleſſe:yea,this ſhould 
encourage others, when they conſider this, | 
Pſal.34. 6. Thus poore man cryed , and the 
Lord beard him, ſayth the Text. Not pover- 
tie, but ſinneand 1niquitie is rhat alone,that 
ſtoppeth up the eare of God, againſt our | 
prayers. The Lord, of his ſpeciall goudues, 
prepareth for the poore , Pſal, 68. 10. yea, 
The Lord heareth the poore. ſayth the Text, 
Pſal. 69. 33. The Lord will fulfill the defire of 
fuch as feare him, ( though they be poore ) 
he will heare their cry , and will helpe the. ' 
Here 1s anther ſpeciall priviledge, where- | 
in Gods poore ones have as much intereſt, | 
2s any rhe richeſt perfons in the world : | 
yea, the promiſes of being heard, ar. 7. 7. 
Iſa. 65. 24. doc belong to Gods poore peo- | 
ple, as much as to the richeſt or wealtluett | 
perſons under heaven.' Here is the third. 
ground. = Y 
Fourthly and laſtly, Conſider , that a ' 
gouly poore man, may goe to heaven,at ivs | 
death, as ſoone as the richeſt perſon 1n the 
world. It-is grace onely, and not riches, | 
that will bring a man to heaveu at the laſt : 
and rherefore be of good comfort, O thou 
zodly poore-man , for thou mayelt gue to 
heaven, as foone as the richeſt miſcr in the 
world ; yea, and fooner too, and with far 
lefls dichcultie, How hardly ſhall they that 
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| let Iſrael goe ; loc here the fruit of unſandi- 
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have riches enter znto the kinodome of heaven ? 

fayth our bleſſed Saviour. It 1s marvellous 
hard, and difficult for arich man to enter 
into the kingdome of heaven ; for rich men 
are apt to 1r7uSt in riches, and depart from the |Wpr 
living God, 1 Tim. 6. 17. or elſe they are apt 
to be proud of their wealth, and riches, 
and fo deny God, This made holy Agar, e- |ſſÞn2! 
ven atraid of riches ; *Pro. 30. 8, 9. Give m: 
not povertie,nor riches, &c, Why not riches ? 
What hurt could there be of being rich ? 
Yes, fayes he, not riches, leaſt F befull, ana 
deny thee, and ſay, Who us the Lord ? Like un- 
to proud wealthy Pharoah, Exod. 5 . 5. Who 
z the Lord, that I ſhould obey hs voice, to let 
| 7ſrael goe ? I know not the Lord, nenther will I 


tied wealth and riches, yea, rich men arc ||| 
moſt apt to forget God, Dext. 8, But now 
a godly poore man, 1s free from temptari- ay 
| ONS dfehis kinde ; a godly poore man 1s 1n ||Pc 
| noſach danger, runneth no ſuch hazzard, 1 
either to be prouJ, or deny God, or forge: |ſÞt 
God, or the like, &c. But on the contrary, ſer 

| his povertie being ſanRifed, is a ſpecial Þ*Þ 
-mcanes to ſubdue, and beate downe thek ſcxt 


L.- 


luſts, and to mortifie theſe unruly corrup-| 


| tions : povertie in his outward eltate , | - 
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| 
od ( for the moſt part ) doth uſually paſſe | 
the rich and wealthy, and maketh choice 
{ the poore and needy, for the heires of | 
avenz I Cer, 1, 26. for Brethren, yee ſee| : 
wr calling how that not many wiſe men after | 
fleſh, not many miohty, not many noble are 
{lea : Who then doth the Lord moſt or- | ' 
narily and uſually call ? Surely the poore, | 0 
dneedy : Hath nor God choſen the poore| | i 
the world, ( faith the Apoſtle, Tames 1.5.) 
hin faith, and heires of the kingdome, which | 
od hath gromiſed to them that love mim ? | 
cre we ſe, that povertie doth not indif- | 
{, nor unqualife a man for heaven, but 
t him rather ; ſach a man, when he dy- 
n, goeth hungry to God, or faſting, that | 
c joyes of heaven may reliſh the better, 
1th him ; or he goeth naked to God, } 
t the garment of glory, and happineſk; | 
iy be more welcome to him, Yea, fce an | 
periment of this, in that Parable of the | 
Ich man and Lazarw, Lnk. 16. It was 
ot Lazarus his povertie, nor his ſores,” 
or ts deſpicable condition , that could | 
zpe him out of heaven : fe what the | 
ext fayth of him, Yer. 23, 4d it came to | 
fe, that the beggar died, aud was caried by | 
e Angels, into eA brabaws boſome. Neither | 
ould the rich mans wealth, eyther helpe | 
im to heaven, or keepe him out of the | 
orments of hell ; The rich man alſo dyed, | 
"d was buried ; and being in hell in tormzents, 
* lsft up tus eyes, &c, Oh the vanitic of 
| G wealth = 
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| 


wealth, and riches, that can neither hely 
a man to heaven, nor keepe. him out cf tl; 
torments of hell ! And let no man be ay 
| way diſcouraged, or out of heart, in regar 
of his povertie, becauſe 1t 1s no barre, ng 
impediment to keepe him: ont of the kin 
dome of heaven : onely ler a man be fic 
that he 1s poore 11 ſpirit, as well as poor 
| in cſtate,. and labour to- be as rich 11 faith 
and as abundant in grace, as he ts poor: 
and deſtitute of outward wealth, and ri 
ches , and then let him never doubt, but 
that the kingdome of heaven is as wide 
pen for him, as for any the moſt wealthy 
perſon in the world, Yea, conſider farthe 
for thy comfort ,. that the Sonne of. Gol 
himflfer, tne Lord Jeſiezs Chrift, became 
| poore, to this very end and purpoſe, tha 
any might enrich thes with his povertic 
[2 C:r. 8. g. For yee xnoW the grace of 
Lord Ieſus Chrift, who though Jo WAS Yith 
yet for your ſakes. he became poore, that ye 
thronh his povertie, might become rich. 1: 
no man therefore rhinke , or feare that God 
will rejeR, or caſt him off, for his outward 
| povertie , if hee be othzrwiſe well fore! 
with fpirituall wealth and riches. 
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SA 
Chap. why | 
_ Containing the third V ſe of the 
ſecond peynt. 


 Hirdly , Seeing godly perſons 
onely, are truely and fpiritual- 
ly rich, This ferveth to exhort 
us, unto ſundry duties ; and the 
cxhortation 1s directed unto two forts of 
people. Firſt, Such as have ſome meajure 


of this ſpirituall wealth, and riches. Se-| 


condly, Such as for the preſent are utterly 
deſtitute of this precious gold, here ft ont | 
In the Text. | 
Firſt, This docrine ferveth to exhort 
ſich as have true grace, (and are truely re- | 
ligious, ) unto a two-fold dutie; 
Firſt; Vato thanktulneſſe to God for 


{xch a favour. Hath God given his Sonne. 
toenrich thee , and furniſhed thee with the. 
graces of tis Spirit, to make thee res 
and ſpiritually rich and wealthy ? On ! 


then ( in any caſe ) bleſs God for it, and | 


ltrive to walke worthy of fach a precious 


favour. I tell thee, God hath not dealt ſo | 
with every perſon : how many chouſand | 


$-nd yer hath tzt his love upon thee, and 
= G'3 2G 


—_—_— —_ —_— pt. Af MC 
- —-—"» -— — _ 
dts. HR .__” Gt” RN So — A... Mo. es. ot OO" W—_ I _ 


at es A. 7. 
—— —_> -< —LoOm, 


tath God left poorc,and blind, and nak24 ; | 
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OS. 1,2, 4 Bleſſe the Lord, O my ſoule, 
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made thee truely and ſpiritually rich, wh, 
were by nature the childe of wrath, and & 
poore and miſ-rable as any other ? And jn- 
| decde the favors of God on this Kinds, 
| ſhould not be fo much as mentioned, with. 
out fpeciall praiſe and thankefgiving unto 
| God, Sce the Apoſtolicall practiſe of Codg 
peaple in this kinde ; Bleſſed be God, and the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
bleſſed us with all ſpirutuall bleſſings #n hea- 
venly things tn ( briſt faith the Apolile Pal, 
Epheſ. 1. 3. Scethe like practile in Peter, M;. 
to this purpoſe, x Pet, 1, 3. Bleſſed be God, 
the Father of cur Lord Teſus Chriſt, which ac. 
cording to his abundant mercie, hath begotten 
as agatne, to alively hope, by the reſurreti- 
| 012 of Teſres C briſt from the dead, to an inher:- 
tance, immortall, &c, Thus Davia , Pſaln.;, 


and all that is within me, bleſſe his holy Name. 
 Bleſſe the Lord, O any ſoule, forget not all by 
benefits : and Ver, 4, Who 21d reaceme thy li; 
from d:ſirattion, and crowned thee with mer- 
cy, and loving kindneſſes. Blfizd be God. 
that daily more and more , even lodetn us 
with his benefits, efpccially of this kind? 
P/al.68. 19. 1t wee did but &rioufly cor- 
{ider our former povertie, and miſery, an: 
how freely , and undefervedly , the Lor: 
bath beſtowed this ſpirituall wealth andri 
ches upon us , 1t cannot choof: but preſſe uof 


to thankfulneſſe, This made Part thankfullFer: 


| I 717.1. 13, 14. Ithanke Chrift Feſi: offi 
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T he purchaſe of Grace, 
Lord, that he hath juagea me faithfull, and 
th put meanto the CMMmſtery, who was be- 
ire a blaſphemer, a perſecuter, and mmurious, 
C. (1.c. ) 1 wasa poore, wretched, and 
eraceleſſe perſzcutor of Gods ble{ked Saints ; 
zur the Lord (according to the riches of his 
crace and mercy ) hath made me a rich, 
and glorious Apoſtle, and Miniſter of 1c/74s 
riſk. So in the like forme, and manner, 
he maketh mention, of Gods ſingular good- 
nefſe to the Romans, Chap. 6. 17. Bur God 
be thanked, that yee were the ſervants of ſinne, | 
but yee have obeyed from the heart, the forme | 
ef Dottrine which was delivered, &c. Blciked | 
be God, that whereas once yee were poore 
aſe ſlaves, and fervants of finne, and Sa- 
than, God hatn enriched you with the gho- 
rious libertie of the Sonnes of Cod. It 1s 
the Lord, that Raiſerh wp the poore oxt of the 
aſt, aud ſetteth him with the Princes of hzs 
cople, Tt 1s the Lord; that maketh poore, and 
aketh rich : oh then bleſie God tor his {in- 
cular geodnaſle towards thee , in that he 
narh ſoenriched thee, wirh the golden me- 
rits of tus deareſt Sonne, and the excellent 
Traces of his holy and bleſkd Spirit. 
Secondly , Secing true ſaving grace 1s 


the chiefte and onely meanes to make us. 


truely and ſpiritually rich ; this ferveth al- 
{0 ta exhort all ſuch, as have any meaſure 
of truefaving grace, to labour to grow in 
race, and cendcayour to increaſe in this 
ipirituall wealth and riches, O kt us imi- 
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tate the rich miſers of the world, that ar: 
never fatisfied, with what they have, birMWr: 
Ri hunger and thirſt after more : here i; 
a moſt lawfull, and commendable kinde of 9! 
| avarice ; Covet after the beſt things, 1 Cor 
| I2. 3T, Covet after Chriſt, and earneſtly XC 
| thirſt after a more neare communion with 
lim, and the graces of his thriſe bleſks 
| Spirit. t grow #n grace, ſayth the Apo- 
| | {tle, 2 Per. 3. 18. So Pazxl tothe Theſſals al 
| nians, 1 Theſ. 4. 1, Wee beſeech you, brethren, 
| | ardexhort yore, by the Lord Teſus Chriſt, tha 
zs you, have received of 1s , how yee ought to 
| walks, and to pleaſe God'; ſo you wonld abouni 
Rill more and more.- The like exhortation, Wii 
he direQeth to the (oridthians, 1 Cor. 15. 
laſt, Alwayes abounding in the worke of th 
Lord, for as much as yee knoW, how that your 
| tabour is not in vaine in the Lord, Neva 
[thinke that you ſhall looſe your labour in 
$ this kinde: Vp, therefore, and be doing 
; labour to grow 1n grace, and the Lord will 
| be with us, and will bleſſ our endeayours. 
Now for the perfecting of this point, give 
me leave, briefly to ſhew unto you, firſt, 
1 The Motives that may perſwade us, and 
|ſcondly, The chiefe meanes to helpe and to 
dire*t us to grow in grace. 

r. 240t'412.| * Firſt, Becauſe God commands it ; {- 
Toperwade | condly; - becaiſe the Lord commends it; 
-ogrowin | thirdly, the Lord 1s much honoured by it ; 
grace, tourthly, the Lord will moſt furely reward 

It, b | | th | 
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Firſt., Let us labour to grow rich in 
race, and not conteat our ſelves with 
"me ſmall meaſure of pictie , becauſe the 
Lord (as you have heard!) doth expreſ]y 
2quire it, 2 Pet. 3. 18. But grow m prace, 
&c, Now the very bare command of God, 
ſhould be unto us an argument of ſatfcient 
trength, to perſwade us te: obedience, 
fe how the Lord propoundeth -his very 
are command to Jah, as an argument 
of ſatficient Krength, to perlwade him to 
be of - courage, and to abandon all carnall 
ares, Tof. 1. 9. Have not 1 commanatd thee ? 
je ſtrong, and of a good courage, &c. So here : 
Have not I commanded thee ? Oh there- 
fore grow In grace, and labour to 1ncreafe 
in godlineſſe, This 1s the Lords exprefe 
command , an evangelicall precept, and: 


a. 


therefore let us, in any caſe, make coulct- | 
ence -of it, becauſe the Lo D requi- | 


I 


reth it. | 
Secondly,” Becauſe the Lord himſelte ex- 
peeth it, he-looketh for it at our hands. 


[t is not enotigh to get ſome grace, but' he | 


expeteth out'growth , and increaſe 1n 1t, 
When God hath once planted a Vineyard, 
nclookeththat it ſhould bring torth grapes, 
3s, Ia. 5.2 yea, he daily, and yearely ex- 


peſteth it, Luk, 13. 7. yea, the Lord eſis | 


cocth into his garden, of purpoſe, that he 
may ſee how the trees flouriſh, and proſper, 
Cart. 6, 10. I went downe into the garden of | 


— 


Nutts, to ſee the fruits of the valley, to ſee if 


1. Becauſe 
God COme 
mandeth it. 


2. Moline, 
Becaulſc rhe 
Lord expe- 
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the Vine budded, and the Pomoranates flogri. 
| ſed, The Lord expeeth and looketh f; 
fruitfulneſſe at the hands of his people 
| | Yea, further, the Lord expeRteth, and loo. 
7 eth for fruits, in ſome meaſure, anſ{werabl: 
| | to the meanes he hath uſed and the paine; 
| which he hath taken to make them fruit. 
TY full s Heb, 6. 7. The earth that drinketh 
the raine , that cometh often upon it, and briy. 
geth ferth fruit, meet for them by whom it 1; 
 areſſed, receiveth bleſſing from Ged. Oh |; 
| { tis therefore , let us labour to be rich ir 


| 
| 


amdw £4 ow .-c 


| grace, and fall of good workes, that we: 
may not fruſtrate the LoR ÞD $s expects 
| —_— 
3-M0:e- 4 Thirdly, As tne Lord commandeth, an: 
| Peemulerne | expects it ; fo the Lord doth highly con- 
Lord com- {| . » he 
 mends rn. {| mend, and prize it, when it is ſo. Sec how 
the Lord commendeth the diligence 
thoſe {:rvanits, that nad encreaſed their T: 
lents , by the: holy employment of then, 
Luk. 19. 17. cl done, good and faithfull ſt 
{ vant, thou haſt bene faithfull in a few thins: 
| / will make thee ruler over many. things, & 
{ Oh what: an encouragement in this ? /: 
| that though when we have;done all tha 
We can, we doe but our duti, neither cat 
we dce that perfealy, yet the Lord in mer 
CIC, 1S readie to encourage and commend us 
it we doe our beſt endeavour.” Here is th: 
- i commendation of a right tree of Right: 
; ouſncſk, that they are ſuch as flouriſh, and 
increaſe {till more and more, P/a/: 92. 12 
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T, he purchaſe of Grace. 
13. The righteous ſhall flouriſh like a Palme ) 
tree, and grow like a Cedar mm Lebanon. Such | 
as be planied in the houſe of the Lord, ſhall flou- | 
riſh in the Courts of the houſe of our God. 
T hey ſhall bring forth fruit in their age, and 
they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing, Here was the 
commendation of the Church of Thyatyra, 
| Revel. 2, 19. Iknow thy workes, and KF - love, 
and thy faith , and patience, and thy workes, 
that they are more at laſt, then at firſt. Thou 
doeſt {till grow in grace, and art every day 
better and better, The Lord taketh notice | | 
of our growth in grace,and doth moſt high- | 
ly commend, and prize it, F þ 
Fourthly, As the Lord commends it, | 4- Hrti-e. | 
{o he1s much honoured by it. It 1s the glo- —— 
ry ofthe Maſter of the Vineyard , that the | much ho- 
Vine flouriſheth, and is fruitfull, It is the | 37*** 97 
glory of the husbandman , that the earth 
bringeth forth fruit in abundance. It is the 
lory of the chiete Shepheard , when the 
ſheepe bring forth thouſands, and ten thou- 
ſands, Hereupon is that ſpeech of our Savi- 
our, Joh. 15. 8, Herein ts my Father glori- 
fied,that yee bring forth much frait, The more 
truitfull wee are in grace and pietie, the 
more glory redoundeth to God ; ar. 5. | 
16, Let your light ſo ſbine before men , that 
| they may ſee your good workes, and glorifie your 
| Father , which is in heaven. Hence 1s that | 
prayer of the Apoſtle, Phil. 1. 9. 11. eArnd 
ts, Tpray, that your love may aboard, ſtill | 
more, and more, in knowledge, and in all judge- 
ment | 


| 
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ment, Why fo? ſee that, Ver. 11. And that 
| | yee may be filled, with the fruits of righteonſ= 
3D aeſſe, which are by Teſus Chriſt, 0 the pray(e, 
t | | and glory of God. Oh this, above all other 
conjiderations, ſhould perſwade us, to la- 
| bour to grow rich 1n grace, becauſe 1t ten- 
F | deth fo expreſly, to Gods glory, which is 

k 1 the chiefe end of God himflfe, in all his: 
| | | ations, and that which we ſhould ayme at | 

3 


eſpecially, 1n all our proceedings, 1 Cor, 
IO. 31, Whether yee eate, or arinke, or what- | 
ſoever yee doe, dee all to the glory of God, layth. 
the Apoſtle; and therefore wee ſhould { in | 
| all equitie ) ply that worke moſt, that ten- | 
f  |deth molt to his glory. 
| 1 5+ Motzor, | Fifthly , The Lord will moſt ſurely re- 


a B © (t a io . Ie 
| _ -nrgaty ward it. Let no man ever thinke, that it is 


| Wo Feeete [1n vaine toſerve God, but if wee be faith- 
i full in doing God ſervice, let us never doubt 
F of his fidelitie, and bountie 1n paying our | 
| wages. Alwayes abounding in the worke of | 
the Lord, for as much -45 yee know how that | 
your I1bour ts not tn waine in the Lord, fayth 
| the Apoſtle, 1 Cor, 15. laſt. He that is farth- 
** | fall 1n Gods fervice #nto death, may be ſure 
br of the {rawne of life, Revel. 2.10. God 1s 
abſolutely the beſt Maſter, and pietie the | I | 
eſt Miſtreſſ, that a man can poſſibly ſerve : 
Godlineſſe is profitable unto all things ( fayth 
the Apoſtle ) having the promiſe of the life 
|rbat now ts, and of that to come, 1 Tim. 4.8, 
Let us but ſes the reward of ptetie 1n ſome 
| few particulars, | | 
Firſt, 
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| Firſt, Ancarneſt endeavour to grow in 
| Zrace, and thrive in godlineſſe, will aflure 


' a man of his eleRion. It is the adviſe of the | 7- & will af- 


' Apoltle, 2 Per. 1. 10. Give diligence to make 
your calling and eleflion ſure : no better. 
' meanes to doe it, then by an earneſt deſire, 
and carefull endeavour, to grow in grace; / 
our growth in grace, 1s not onely an argus- | 
ment of the truth of our grace, but alſo a| 
good pledge, and token of our elefion : | 
taith and holineſſe is a fruit of our eternal | 
cleion.” Hence it is, that true ſaving faith 
is called, The faith of Gods eleft, Titus 1.1. 
This ſhould make us earneſtly to cry out. 
with the Diſciples, Lak, 17. 5. Lord increaſe 
or faith, becauſe 1t 1s ſach a pledge of onr 
clettion ; tor, As many as were crdained to 
cternall life, beleeved, Atts 13. 48. Holines 
is the very end of our cleAion ; Wee are 
choſen in Chriſt Teſius , before the world, that 
| wee 9ght be holy, ana without blame before 
| kim in love, Epheſ. 1, 4, Hence 1s that ſweet, 
and excellent parentheſis of the Apoſtle, * 
Ce, 3. 12. Put upon you therefore ( as the 
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| cte, &c, Sothat the more faith, the more. 
| pictie, the more bowels of mercie, &c. the 
| more evident pledges, and tukens of our 


| eleRion, Oh how this ſhould perſuade us 
| to grow in grace, that wee may thereby 


ele(? of Ged, holy, and beloved ) bowels of mer- | 


| make our calling, and eleq1on ſure unto 


| ble benefit. 


our ſelves ; an admirable, and moſt defirea- | 


| Secondly, 
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I. Benefits 
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| in workes of pictic, arid charitic : He went 


| frument of Gods glorie, in doing ſo much 


(rea thems all, that with purpoſe of heart they 
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Secondly , Thericher weare in grace, 
the better able thall we be to doe good to! 
others, and alſo to diicharge the duties, be- 
longing to the places wherein God hath 
ſet us. Wiſedome ts good with an mheritance, 
fſayth Salomon ; ſo, no doubt it 1s without 
an inheritance ; but yet he that hath wiſc- 
dome with an inheritance, is the beſt able 
to exprefſe, and make uſe of his wiſedome ; 
4,1 Tim.6, 17, Charge thoſe that be rich 
in this world, &C. that they be rich in good | 
workes,as if they had the beſt opportunatie ; 
{o, much more, they that are ſpiritually 
rich, that are full of the golden graces of 
Gods Spirit, they have an opportunitie to 
 berich 11 good workes, and are, or may 
be, the better fitted, and enabled, to doe 
good to others. This made our Saviour him- 
ſelfe, forich in good workes, fo plentitull 


about continually doing good, teaching, and 
preaching the Goſpell of the kingdeme, and hea- 
ting every ſickneſſe, and every aiſeaſe among5t 
rhe people, Mat. 9.35. And why fo? Sure- 
ly, becauſe he was full of grace, Toh. 1. 14. 
This made Barnabas, fuch an admirable in- 


good at Antroch , ſec how the Text reports 
it, eAtts 11.23. Who when he was come, and | 


ſaw the grace of God, he was glad, and exhor- | 


woreld cleave unto the L1rd : Why ſo? what | 


made him fo zealous and ready to do good ? 
That | 
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That you may ſee, Fer. 24. For he was a good 
man, and full of the haly Ghoſt, ana of faith ; | 
aud much people joyned themſelves unto the | 
Lord, He that 1s truely and really good] 
himſelfe, is the fitteſt, and beſt able to doe | 
good to others. See here another benefit, 
that may perfwade us to grow in grace. | 

Thirdly , An earneſt deſire, and carefull | 3 Benefe. | 
endeavour to grow in grace, will give us, | \uraxe o*} | 
not onely entrance into the kingdome of | the king- | | 
| grace, but alſo aflurance of intereſt in the = 0 
kingdome of glorie, Sce a diredt place for | * | 
this purpoſe, 2 Pet. 1.5. 11. Wherefore gi-/ | 


FIF2 
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ving all diligence, adde to your faith, vertne ; 
and to your vertue, knowledge, &c, adde one ! ' 
grace to another, grow in the number of 
graccs, and grow in their meafure tco ; It 
theſe things be in you, and abound,fayth the A- 
 poltle, Yer. 9. ſee the benefit of this, Ver.1t. 
Fer ſo an entraxce, ſoall be made unto you a- 
| bundently, tutothe everlaſting kingaome of cur 
Lord Feſus Chriſt : here 1s an entrance 1nto 
the kingdome of grace, which alſo aſſureth 
us, of our intereſt in the kingdome of glo- 
rie; Rem. 6. 22, Having joar fruit unto ho- | 
| lineſſe, and the end everlaſting life. True ho- 
lincſk, and growth in grace, is the plaine,| ft 
and dire@ way to true happines, and ever- | jy, prop. 
laſting lite, | zer, ſed ſe- 
| Fourthly and laſtly, The more grace, | cud 
and holines, we attaine unto here, the more | 97% 
glory and happinefſe is reſerved in heaven | ace dere, 


for us ; for though God doe not reward us | *'< more 
| for ICAVEN 
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for our workes, yet he will certainly re! 
ward us according to our workes ; fo that 
q: | the more diligence in Gods ſervice, tic 
| 4 more glory hereafter, This kemeth moſt 
273 clearely intimated, in that Parable of the 
354 Talents, Mar. 25. he that gained moſt, 
| | had beſt reward : YVnto him that hath, ſhall 

; be grven, and he ſhall have abundance, Ver, 29, 
He that 1s moſt abundant in the worke of 
the Lord, Thall be fare to have abundance 
of wages.Let this alſo perſwade us to grow | 
' }in grace, that our reward in heaven, may 
| be the greater. They that doe much in Gods 
| (:rvice, and ſuffer much in the good cauſe of 
| God, ſhall have the greater reward 1n hea- 
Ven ; Rejoyce,and be exceeding glad, ſayth our 
Saviour to Inis Diſciples, fer great z5 your re- 
ward in heaven, Mat. 5.12. They that rake 
{ Srcat paines in Gods ſervice, ſhall have an 
{ cternall, and an exceeding weight of glo- 
ry, for their reward, 2 Cor. 4. 7. This en- 
| 
| 


couraged Moſes, Heb. 11. 26. He eſteemed 

| the rebuke of (hrift, greater riches, then the 

treaſures of Eg ypt 3 for he had reſpett to the 
| 7eCOMPERce of reward, fayth the Text, 


| 


Meanes of } Now the meanes, that we muſt uſe, that | 
| Bones 22 1} EM in frace, are eſpecially theſe 
ICACCs | ay grow In 24 a4 3 a C p Cl y w | 


» 

"is 

" " 
| 


two ; firſt, The right. uſe of Cods Ordi- 
il | | NAtICCS - and, ſecondly, Holy meditatt- 
"8 | ONS, 
Y |, Meres | Firſt, The right, and conſcionable uſe | 
© | of Gods ordinances ; The Word , and Sa- 
_  Craments, and Prayer, Loe, here the beſt 


f | way 5 | 
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The nurchaſe of Grace. 


way, and meanes to grow rich tn grace, 
and full of ſpirituall wealth. © 

Firſt , The Miniſtery of the Word read, 
and faithfully preached, it is the ord of e- 
ternall fe, Toh. 6. 68. the meanes to quic- 
ken a dead foule at firſt, and the chicte 
meanes to preſerve the ſame ſpirituall life, | 
and to helpe us to grow, and increaſe in 
grace. Two ſingular , and moſt pertinent | 
teſtimonies wee have for this purpoſe, The 
one, I Per. 2. I. As new borne Babes, deſire 
the (incere nnlke of the Word , that you may 
grow thereby. The miniſtery of the Word, 
1s not onely the meanes of our regencrati- 
on at firſt, ( 1 Pet. 1. 23, Jam. 1,18. ) but, 
is the meanes alſo to helpe us grow up unto 
perfection 5 Deſire the fencere milke of the 
IVord, that yee may grow thereby , layth the 
Apoſtle, The other teſtimony, to this pur- | 
poſe, is that of the Apoſtle Pazl, in fs vale- 
diction to the Church of Epheſv25 , Atts 20. | 
when he was todepart from them,and fore- 
ſaw that they ſhould ke his face no more, | 
never enjoy his bodily preſence, or heare | 
him preach againe ; fee what he eſpecially 
commendeth to their daily uſe, and con- 
ſtant practiſe, Yer. 32. eAnd now brethren, | 
I commend you to God, and to the Word of his | 
grace, which 1s able to build you farther, ana | 
to give you. an inheritance among all them that | 
are ſan{lified, &c ; (4.e. ) give daily atten- 
dance to this, ply this taske, follow this 


worke cloſe ; tor the Word of his grace, 
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preached 
che maanes 
tO grow in 
Sracce 
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| Chriſt, and intereſt in all his merits, and the 


will build you up ſill farther, and farther, 
and will neyer ceaſe working in you, until] 
It bring you to heaven, and tranſlate you 
from grace to glory. 

Secondly , The right, and religious uſ 
of the Sacraments, of Baptiſine, and of the 
Lords Supper , ( theſe ſales of righteouſ- 
nefe ) will exceedingly further our pro- 
grefſe 1n pictie, and growth 11 grace. How 
can a man, thar is of a good conſtitution, 

ed on dainties, and wholeſome food, and 
not grow ſtrong, and well liking by that 
meancs ? ſo, how can a man, cat the very 
body of Chriſt, and drinke his very blood, 
1n the Sacrament, ( as every worthy recet- 
ver doth, fpiritually ) but he muſt needs 
grow ſtrong, in the grace of {hrift Jef ; 
For my fleſh ts meatc indeede, and my blood 15 
drinke indeede , fayth our bleſſed Saviour ? 
Toh. 6. 35. And hercupon he inferreth, Yer, 


blood, awelleth in me, and I in him, that 1s, 
ſach an one hath ſpeciall communion with 


benefit of his obedience, ative, and 


The purchaſe of Grace. Cuno.,VI 


” 


(56, He that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my | 


= 
| which how can he enjoy, but he mult needs 


grow in grace ? 


of God, by no meanes to be negleRed, nay, 


| which muſt be nſed, as a meanes to bring 


— 


Thirdly, Prayer is achiefe Ordinance 
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neglect of this meanes, little benefit is tobe | 


expected from the diligent uſe ofthe former, 
ſo tnat he that would grow in grace, muſt 
he a daily petitioner at the Throne of 
grace, and dired his courſe to the God of 
all grace, by prayer, for the increaſe of 
the graces of Gods Spirit in him. For, as 
every good, and perfett gift, cometh from abone, 
it the firſt, 7am. 1. 17. So the increaſe of 
thoſe gifts, muſt needs alſo proceede from 
above. He onely that beginneth the good 
worke of grace in his Ele&, at the firſt, 
isonely able to perfe&t that worke which 
e hath begunne ; Phil. 1, 6, And there-| 
fore, as the Apaſtle was confident, con- 
xerning them , fo let us be fervent, and 
mportunate in our requeſts to him, for our | 
lves , that as he hath begunne the good | 
yorke of grace in us, ſo he would encreafe 
it in us daily, and bring 1t unto perfeRt1- | 
"n, Thus the Apoſtles dire& their courſe 
nto (1 _E . 
their faith, Zzk, 17. 5. The Diſciples fayd 
ntO the Lord 5 Lord : mncreaſe OHY faith. 


1 all judgement ; and that yee might be filled 
with the fruits of righteouſneſſe. Encreaſe of 


\poſtle, Roz. 11. 36. 


bus Parl for the Philippians, Phil. 1. 9.| 
11, eAnd this T pray, that Jour love may a= | 
ound ſtill more and more, 11 war and | 


by prayer, for the increaſe of | 


prace ( as well as grace it ſclfe ) muſt needs | 
& the gift of Gud ; For of him, and through | 
n, and from him, are all things. fayth the | 


Ang © 


H' E Sccond- | 


a 


CS 


1 worth of 4 


| — 


| 2. Mcanes:* 
. Meditati- 


F 


L 


1.2Medit1- 
£10. 
Of the | 


krue race. 


-— wa 


"nn __ 


| 


4 
b 


L 


| 


WK: 


| 


— 


| 98 | 


| Chapter of this Treatiſe, being the firſt Vic 
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Secondly , The tcond generall meanes, 
that we mult uſe to grow 1n grace, 1s ho- 
ly Meditations, This hath furthered. the 
growth of grace in Gods Saints heretofore, 
they have bcene abundant, amd conſtant in 
P:ous and holy meditations 5 Pal, 1. 4. A 
godly mans #clight is in the Law of the Lord 
and it is his meditation day and night. So, 
this was Davids conſtant practice, 7/al. 
119. 97. Oh hoW I love thy Law, it 15 my me- 
aitation continually ! But what are the fpc- 
ciall things , whereof wee mult meditate, 
if wee deſire, to further our growth in 
grace ? Ianſivere ; they are eſpecially rhek 
fourc. b 

Firſt, Let us frrivuſly conſider the 
worth, and excellency of true ſ1v1ing grace, 
which appearcth in the Text ; 1t 1s like gold 
tryed in the fire, the moſt pure, and molt pre- 
cious jewell, that is 11 the whole world : 
all carthly things, in the want of this, arc 
but droſſe, and duns, Pm. 3. 8. But for| 
your more full fatisfaction, as touching the 
worth of true grace, confider , thefecond 


. = 
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ofthe poynt, And furely, if men did but 
once ſee the beautie, and truely underſtand 
the worth of true grace, they could not | 
chooſe, but bee exceeding deſirous of it; 
They would covet after it, it they were| 
once perſwaded, that it is the beſt and ra- 
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2: Meaita- | xelt jewell in the world, 

| tion: Mot 

[7 wc | Secondly, The neceſlitie of true grace, 
frieofi, | EO ;} wa 
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1115 abſolutely neceſſary, to the very being 
of 2 Chriſtian, and not to his well-being 


onelv. Oh then let us labour for grace, and | 


growth | in grace, becauſe it it ſo neceſſary, 
tat 2 man 15 no Chriſtian, that 1s. without | 
it; and it is allo neceffary, that i it 1s 1Mm- 
roflible to be ſaved without it : They muſs | 
have their frat unto holiaeſſe, that will have 
the end everlaſting life, Row, 6. 22. Holi- 
ncflſe muſt needs 202 before, it happineſle fol- | 
low after : grace and eloric arc 1nſepara- 
ble, yea, they are the faine, as ſome Divines 
obſerve; tor grace Is glorie inchoate, and 
olorie 18 grace conſummate, It 1s ſo neceſ- 
liry » that it 1s impoſhble to ſeo God with- 
out 1t, Heb. 12. 14. Follow peace with all 


ble to ſee God. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, 
for they ( and they alone ) all ſee God, fayth 
our bleſſed Saviour ; {ee Tſal, 24. 4, 5: 
Revel. 22, 14, 15. &c. | 
Thirdly, Confider the equitie of it, 
!t1s very be and equall, rhat we that doe 
eh our {:lves to be Gods children,{hall 
apour to become like unto our heavenly | 
Father, He 1s the God ofall grace; oh let | 
us therefore labour to grow 1n grace, that | 
we may be like him, Epheſc5. 1, Be yee 
followers of God, 45 mou children, and walke 
in love, &c. 2 Pet. 1, 17. eAs he that hath 


of converſation ; for it 6 written, be yee holy, 


\Q 
\o: 


mn, and holizeſſe, without which it 3s  impoſſi - 


called you, 7s holy , ſo be ” boly, 12 all manner | 


2, Motiv2. 
3. The e- 
quite of 1t, 


for Tamholy. Yea, we ſhould labour to. be 
H.2 perfe& 
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| 4. Motive. 

| To confider 
the admira- 
ble growth 
of grace 
that hath 

* beene in the 
Saints of 
old, 


| 12. 4. Job for his patience, James 5, 11, 


Ebehinde 7ob, for his patience ? David, for 
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holineſſe 14 the feare of G od : that hereni1 eſpe- 
cially wee may refemble our heavenly Fa- 
ther, who is the God of all grace, and holi- 
neſſe, Be yee perfe(t, as your Father which 
tn heaven u perfett, fayth our Saviour, Mat, 
5. laſt, So that the more hokineſk, the more 
like to God, and the better evidence, and 
aſſurance that we are his children, 

- Fourthly, Let us meditate, and feriouſly 
conſider of that great meafure of grace that 
hath beene in Gods Saints of old, and how 
farre we come ſhort of them. There is A4- 
braham, renowmed for his faith,yea, he was 
even ſtrong in the faith, Rom. 4. 20, Samuel 
for integritie , Moſes for meckneſſ, the 
meekeſt man upon the earth, Numb, 12,3, 1a- 
cob for wreſtling with God in prayer, Hof. 


D avid for ſinceritic, eA man after Gods own 


Vriah ; and Pazxl for courage, and all the 
graces of Cods Spirit whatſoever, &c. 
Now, alas 1 how farre ſhort doe wee come 
of theſe Saints of God, in all theſe 2 What 
aſinall meaſure of faith have we, in reſpe&t 
of Abraham ? How farre ſhort are wee of 
Facob, for a gift in prayer, and a fpirit of 
ſupplication ? How farre doe wee come 


finceritie? and Pal, for every thing ? Oh 
how this weuld whet us on to labour for 


| 
| More grace, when wee ke how farre the 


perfe& jn holinefſe, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Perfelting| 


heart, in all things, ſave onely in the matter of 


| 
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| Saints 
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Saints of God have out-ſtripped us, and 
gcne before us. Oh how this would in- 
creaſe our diligent endeavour, to grow in 
| grace, if wee would forget ſuch as are be- 
Finde us, and looke carneſtly at thoſe that 
have gone before us, 1t would make us, - 
reſſe earneſtly, for the price of the marke cf the 
us ors f God 111 Prvif das Phil, k. 3, 
13. Theſe are the chiefte meanes that wee 
mult uſe, that we may be rich in the gol- 
den graces of Gods Spirit, Thus now for 
the firſt ſort, to whom the. Exhortation is 
directed, /c. fach as have true grace, in 


| 


(ome meaſare , alreadie, Let ſuch, firſt, be 


thankfull, and bleſſe God for it, that hath 
given them the graces of his Spirit , toen- 
rich them ; ſecondly , let them labour to 
grow 1n grace, and thrive more and more 
in this ſpirituall wealth and riches. 
Secondly, For ſuch as have no grace, 
for the preſent, let ſuch be exhorted to la- 
bour for it, let them ſee the worth of it, 
is like gold tryed in the fre; that it 1s the 
onely meanes to make them truely and ſpi- 
ritually rich « onely ſuch as are truely god- 
ly, are truely rich, rich indeede, rich to- 
wards God : wicked rich men are wret- 
ched, that are in the middeſt of all their 
wealth , and riches : Oh therefore; you 
that want true grace, labour for it : Toh, 6. 
27. Labonr not for the meate that periſheth, 


| but for durable riches, *Pro. 3. 16, which 


| 


that you may attaine unto, attend with re- 


| 


H 3 Verence | 
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2. Sort. 
Such as have 
no grace 
ef iabe 
for it, 
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labour | 


wore off, "ft LARA. 
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verence unto the next poynt, which is, to 
buy it of ( bri ly Buy of WC, QC. | 


| EI EEI2G 2 at. 
23% SEUNEEN & i hs 
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| Containing tle third venuerall point, \ 


7 
| 
Counſell thee to buy of me,\\! 
gold trycazn the fire, that thou |: 
mayeſt be rich, And ſo I'll 
come to the third, and laſt|M|! 
leflon, that we are to learne | | 

| I m_ *. from hence, which 1s, That || 
; would have | all thoſe, that would have the precious gold || 
| ere Sracey | of true faving grace, mult buy it of Christ. || 
of Ciift, | Bay of ze ( fayth our Saviour ) this goldtry- | | 
45 ed 1n the. fire, that thou mayeſt be rich. In\l| 
| handling this point, I will ran this courſe. 
Firſt, I will peake ſome thing by way of 
| confirmation , that wee may beleeve it, 
| Secondly , By way of .explication, and ap- 
plication, that wee may underſtand, and 
BE: |. make aright uſe of it. 
1.Confima-| Firſt, For confirmation, obſerve a dou- 
221 ble proofe for this purpoſe ; firſt , Teſtimo- 
| \nies ; keondly , Reaſons and Arguments 
to enforce the Dodrine. 
wes. Furſt, For Teſtimonies , obſerve - in | 
- t 


—_— 
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The purchaſe of Grace. 


| 


cheſe few particulars ; firſt, Pro. 23, v. 23. 
' Buy the truth, and ſell it not, {ayth the Wiſe 
| man, Truth of grace muſt be bought at a- 
ny rate, but fold at no rate. True ſaving 
grace, 1s a precious commoditie, to bee 
bought by all thoſe, that defire roenjoy it. 
To the like purpoſe is that we have, 1/2. 55. 
1. Hoe, every one that thirſteth, come yee to 
rhe waters, buy Wine, and milke, without mo=- 
wey, and without price ; the water, and wine, 
and milke of true ſaving grace, mult come 
by purchaſe : true it is in regard of it ſ:lte, 
it is the free gift of God , but in regard of 


bought : and to ſhevv the truth of this, the 
price it ſelte is declared to be without mo- 


The kingdome of heaven , 15 like unto @ trea- 
ſure hid ia the field, which when a man hath 
found, &C. be geeth, and ſelleth all that he hath, 
and buyeth that field ; which alſo doth:evi- 
dently confirme the poynt that we have in 
hand, To the fame purpoſe is that ſpeech of 
the five wiſe Virgins, at. 25.9. But goe 
ee rather to them that ſell, and buy for your 
{elves ; where we fee, that they that want 
the oyle of true ſaving grace, mult not bor- 
row of others, but goc unto ſuch as fell, and 
buy for themſctves ; which 1s very dire& 


| we muſt buy this precious commoditie ? 1 


for the purpoſe, Now ifany {hall aske fur- 
taer, who is the chiefe-chapman, of whom | 


our owne endeayour to get it, 1t mult be | 


ney, and without price : fo fAtar. 13. 44. | 


anſwere in the words of the Dodrine; | 
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" 204\-]- *: .T he purchaſe of Grage, Cnay .VII. 
| That all that would have the gold. of true 
AF ſaving grace , mult buy it of Chr:ft, He is||M1/ 
the chiefe Chapman in this caſe. And ſol! 1, 
come to the ſxcond proofe, which was pro-|ſ|L 
pounded at firſt, for the confirmation of this||ſ| tc 
poynt ; /c. Reaſons grounded upon Scrip- 
rures. - Os is 
Reaſons. | Now the Reaſons are eſpecially theſe five, || a 
Wes ( which are all drawne from the conſidera-|ſ\ſt 
amiga 16 tion of the excellencie of the Chapman, that|ſſ| t! 
| Chapman, | is moſt fit and readie to fell this precions|iſ1 / 
oro | commoditie, to ſach as want and defire it,)| ſt 
buy it, ſo that as the excellencie and neceſſitie of it, | Wc 
4908 ſhould perſwade us to buy the commoditie: | ſt 
| ſo the excellencie of the Chapman, ſhould | ſh 
| | perſwade us, to buy it of Chriſt, which is| Wc 
| abſolutely.the rareſt chapman in the world. | We 
8B This I will endeavour to deſeribe, and ma-| 
niteſt, in theſe five particulars. |t 
i 1. Reaſon» | Firſt, Chriſt is a Chapman of a mot lo-| | 
| z- .co2P* | ving, and ſweet diſpoſition, He is (even| © 
moſt {weet \{1nthis reſpect, ) The chiefeſt of ten thouſand, | ! 
| dilpoſition. | C,2r. 5.10. Men uſually love to buy of ſuch | | 
| Chapmen, as are of the beſt diſpoſition ; a| |. 
| wiſe, meeke, and loving diſpoſition in a lj 
Chapman, will perfwade many , at leaſt to | 
; cheapen a commoditie, If we would buy | Il 
| of ſuch an one, let us bargaine with Chriſt ; | |: 
| for he is a Chapman of a moſt iveet diſpo-| il 
| fition, for wiſdome, for meckneſk,for love, 
' &c, Wee may all goe to ſchoole to him ; | 
yea, he himfilte invitethus to learne, at. 
' II, 29. Learne of mee, for f am mecke, and 
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The ourchaſe of Grace. 


lowly in beart , and yee ſhall finde reſt to your 
ſoales, He 1s ſuch a Chapman,as is readie to 
lay downe his life for his cuſtomers, 1oh.13. 
Let this rare diſpoſition of his perſwade us 
to bargaine with { hriſt, 
Secondly , If any man want true ſaving 
grace, let him buy it of Chriſt, becauſe he is 
an exceeding faithfull Chapman, to all that 
ſhall deale with him. Some men drive away 


(hriſt doth beſeech us to buy his commodi- 
tic, 2 Cor. 5, 20, Some againe looſe their 
cultome, for want of fidelitie, they are apt 
to cheat, and cozen ſuch as relic upon them, 


their cuſtomers, by churliſh ſpeeches ; but | 


ro5 | 
iff £4 
by * 
MA $+ 
TH i 
EH By! 
3. Reaſon. » 
Exceeding [&#1 
faichfull , ll. of a 
and one in 
whom 1s no 
oeutle, | 


and want skill to diſcerne the worth of the 


| once paſſe his word, ( that the commoditic 
1s good, and ſuch as will ferve thy turne, ) 
| thou mayelt fafely relie upon him, for he 1s 
|faithfull, and will not deceive thee ; there 


[mouth ,, he never deceived any. Salomon 
[crycth out of the want of ſuch chapmen, 
Pro, 20. 6, But a faithfull man, who can 
finde ? 1t 1s a rare thing to finde ſach a man, 
that will not deceive us : but fe here a 
chapman indeed,in whom there is no guile, ' 
aothing but fidelitie, and truth it ſelfe ; God | 
« fairhfull, who will not ſuffer you to be temp- 


ted above that you are able, 1 Cor, 10, 13. 
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So faithfull is he that hath called you to buy | 


this precious commoditie, and will not de- 


| was never any guile to bee found in his | 


commoditie ; but {brit is faithfull, if he 


<1ve you, I The/. 5. 24. He is ſuch an 1ſrac- 
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2. Rea [ORs 
Rich and 
wealthy, 
and there- 
fore hath 
great choice 
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{there 1s a fulneſ of all kinde of commodi- 


{dwelleth in him , doth conſtantly abide in 
him for ever ; here 1s a ſhop ſtored with 
| precious commodaitics of all torts whatſoc- 


| Epbeſ. 3. 8. Let this alſo perſwade ns, that 


' God, Fam, 1.5. Soif any want true ſaving 


þ 

# 

| lently furniſhed, abundantly to ſapply our 
| wants,for all the treafares of wiſedome,and 
y 

| 


| Gods Spirit, are layd up in him. 


The purchaſe of Grace, Cuar .VIL 


(ite indeed, :n whom there is 10 gaile, Toh. x, 
47. Neither i there any guile to. be found iy 
hs month, 1 Pet, 2. 22, Let this alſo per- 
{wade us to bargaine with Chr:ff. 

Thirdly, Chr:ft 1s a very rich Chapman, 
and full of wealth, fo that hee hath great 
choice for his cuſtomers ; He hath a ſhop 
furniſhed, that we can deſire, or want no- 
thing, but he ts well furniſhed with it ; He 
is full of grace and truth, oh. 1. 14. Tea, it 
hath pleaſed the Father, that in him all fulueſſe 
ſhould dwell, Col. 1. 19, Yea, in him dawelleth 
the fulneſſe of the Godhead bodily, Col, 2, g.' 


tics that we can ſtand in nced of ; fulneſt| 


of wiftdome, and knowledge , fulneſſe of 
faith, and love, &c, ina word, all fulneſſ 


ver : Oh the ſearchable riches of ( hrift ! 
if we waat true ſaving grace, in whole, or 
in part, t# goe to Chriſt for it, and buy it of 
him ; If any lacke wiſedome, let him aske it of 


gracc, Ie: him buy it of (brift, that 1s excel- | 


knowledge, and all other faving graces of | 
| 


Fourthly, If any want true faving grace, 
let him buy it of Chri#, becauſe he 1s no re- | 


| | 
. ſpecter; 


ww 
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ſe&er of perſons, he regardeth not the rich 
more then the poore. Worldly chapmen, 
that have great dealings in the world, they 
ſhew moſt reſpe& unto thoſe, that are great 
ones, Lords, and Ladies, &c, a poore man 
is forced many times to ſtay long, before he 
can be ſerved, (neither doe T ſimply con- 
demne this among men ) but 1t 1s*not fo 
with (Chriſt, eAtts 10, 35. Of atrath, I per 
ceive that there 15 no reſpett of perſons with 
God, but in every Nation, he that feareth Grd 
and worketh righteouſneſſe , 15 accepted with 
tim. Yea, heregardeth_not the rich, more 
then the poore, 7ob 34. 19. Wealth and ri- 
ches are of no validitie 1n this reſped& ; nay, 
which 1s moſt ſtrange, he regardeth the 
poore, more then the rich, in ſome caſes; 


he maketh choic? eſpecially of them, Jam. 2. 


5. He bargaineth rarely with ſach, as arc 
great, and wealthy, 1 Cor, 1, 26, Not many 
noble , not many wiſe men after the fleſh, are 
| called ; He paſſeth by the wiſe, and prudent, 
and great perſons of the world,and beſtow- 
«th h1s beſt commodities, on thoſe, that in 
the worlds account, are very babes, ar. 
11, You would wonder to heare of ſich a 


man, that having his ſhop full of great per- 
{ons,and ſpying ſome poore man ſtand wai- | 


ting at doore, ſhould negle& all the great 
perſons preſent , and ſpeake to the poore 


man, and fay, What would'ſt thou have, © | 


thou poore creature, I will diſpatch and 
ſerve thee firſt of all : yet, thus dealeth 
Chrif 


| 
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ec of per- 
{ons, but re- 
vards the 
poore more 
then the. 
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ſhould come into the world,or they ſhould 


| ched unto them, He came himfclfe chictly to 


1038 | The purchaſe of Grace. Cuavy.VIl\W- 
Chri#, many times, with his poore cuſto. 1 
mers, that have nothing to pay, but cnely\|ill ;: 
hunger and thrift after the commodirie, |||. 
Seeupon what warrant I ſpeake it ; Zak, 1, x 
5 3- He hath filled the hungry with good things, ., 
and the rich he hath ſent emptic away. Wha 4 


ever heard of ſich a Chapman, that before 
he will bargaine, will be ſure he 1s poore to 
whom he fclleth his commoditie, and pre- 
terreth him before thoſe that are wealthy, 
and rich ? Yea, he will ſcarce ſo much as 
once looke at the reſt. See a ſtrange place 
for this purpoſe, 1/2. 66. 2. But to this man 
will I locke, even to him that ts poore, and of a 
contrite heart ,&c. The poore humbled ſoule, 
that hath neither money,nor money worth, 
1s,ofall others, the moſt welcome to Chriſt; 
yea, ſuch are eſpecially invited to him, ar. 
II. 28. Come unto mee all yee that labour, 
and are heavie laden , and 1 will refreſh you, 
faith our bleſſed Saviour.See what a ſtrange 
meſſage our Saviour ſendeth in anſwere to 
Tobn the Baptiſt, when he ſent his Diſciples 
to know whether he was the Chriſt , that 


ſtill looke for another, ( at. 11. 4, 5. ) 
Goe, and tell Fohn, what things yee have heard 
and ſeene : The blinde ſee, the lame walke, &C. 
lepers are cleanſed, the deafe heare,the d:ad are 
raiſed up, and the poore have the Goſpell prea- 


preach the glad Tidings of the Goſpell to 
the poore ; 1/a, 61. 1. The Spirit of the _ 
| God | * 
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God is pon me, therefore hath the Lord an- 
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nonred me, be bath ſent me to preach good ti- "Rt 9 
dings unto the poore.. He loveth eſpecially to 94 
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part with his commodities unto the poore 3 
and therefore he is a rare Chapman, with 
whom there is no reſpe& of perſons at all, | 
unleſk it be in this, that he regardeth the 
poore more then the rich : wherein he dit- | 
kreth from all other chapmen in the world, 
that are of a contraric practice and opint- 
on, 


Fifchly , He is a very free, and a moſt þ 
kinde Chapman , to his poore cuſtomers, | kinde, a&- 
[he Elleth his commoditie very cheape, if | *22r9ins | 
| he ee that the partie be fit to receive it, and | exceeding 
ſtand in great need of it ; henever breaketh |><#2<+ 
with him for price ; yea, he is refolved, ra- | 
ther he ſhall have it withour money, and | 
| without price, Men uſually deale cther- 
[wiſe ; if they ſee that a mans neceiſitie 1s 
preat, that it is ſucha commouditie, which | 
e cannot be without, nor attaine unto 
otherwhere, they will make him pay for 
his need ; and if he want readie money, 
he ſhall pay ſtill the dearer : burfo it is not 
with (Þriſ#, the more he ſeth that a man 
ſtandeth in neede of grace, and is ſenſible of 
his want that way, the cheaper he {clleth 
his commoditie, to ſuch a perſon : nay, he 
will rather give it -him freely , then nd 
him. away emptie; 1/a. 55. I1- Hoe, every | 
one that thirFeth, come yee to the waters ; ana 
be that hath no money, come, &C. without mo- 
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| fayth our Saviour, All this is very hard, 
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ney , and without price. So, Kevel, 22, 11M i 
Whoſoever will, let him take of the Well of the Ml v: 
water of hife freely. You would all thinke!M y 
him a marvellous kinde man, that ſhoul4 |} 
 deale thus witha poore Cuſtomer ; Heres 
your commoditie, I aflure you upon my 
credit, it will ferve your turne , - but have 
you any money to pay for it 2 No. Have 
you any pawne; or muney worth 2 No. 
| Will any futficient man, paſſe his word for 
you ? No. I have no ſuch credit in the 
world. What then, will you worke it out ? 
No ſure, I have no hands to worke; untill 
T have this commoditie, Ican doe nothing, 
Tech. 15.5. Without mee, yee can doe nothing, 


' What, will you pay me ; if T will take your 
 owne word to this purpoſe ? No firely, 
I darc not promiſe that, I am ſcarce ever 
likely to pay you, if you doe truſt me, Well 
| then, if there be no remedie, take it for God 
have mercy,even take it freely tor nothing :|}- 
He will eyther truſt him, or give it him|ll 
freely without price, tather then ſend ſuch 

a poore ſoule emptie away, Thus you fe 
another ſtrong reaſon to per{wade us to 
bargaine with Chriſt, he felleth cheape, 
yea, he giveth freely to the poore ſoule, 
that 1s ſenſible of his want of the commo-| 


| ditie, Indeed, it he meet with a rich my 


man, that cometh rather to cheapen, ( for 
faſhion fake, then buy for neceſlitie, ) he 


| then ſetteth ſuch a price upon his wares, 


that 
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Emre 


young man that came to our Saviour, and | 
would needs know the price of his com-| 
moditie, Mat, 19. 6. Good Aaſter, what 


life ? Come Sir, 1 like your commoditic, } 
What 1s your price ? What ? I ſee, you] 
would be doing ; come I will fet you a} 
you will bebuytng ; well, I will ſet you a 
price ; Keepe the Commandements, Yer. 17. 
ſee Ver, 20, I have obſerved theſe things from 
my youth, what lacke 1 yet ? Here was a man 
tull of money, he will pay downe all upon; 
the nayle, before he ſtirre his foote. Sir, if 
this be your price, here 1s your money : or 


more ? then ſee what a rate he ſetteth him, 
Ver. 21, 1f thou wilt be perfett, goe, and ſell 
that thou haſt, and give to the poore ; and thow 
ſpalt have treaſure ia heaven, and follow me, 


: 


Here was a great price indeed, he thought | 


it would utterly undoe him, and fo he went 
away { grieved ) without his commoditic. | 
| But otherwiſe, his rates are very ealte, to | 
luch as have an carneſt deſire tg bargaine. 


| 
4 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
ſ 


thathe is fare cannot be reached by ſach a | 
yarterer. Se2an experiment of this, in the | 


| 


taske , I perceive you are full of money ; | 


at leaſt, the moſt of it ; what muſt I pay} 


good thing ſhall T doe, that I may have eternall | 


} 
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ppaeaeoconerencarenence |: 
| bY os PC 
CuaAvr.: VII th 
| | ti 
Containing the first Vſe of the poynt, | 9 
uh 
Pſe t- | 5, maALAs © Ow for the uſe of the poynt : C 
440mg USES it ferveth, firſt, for Totragt-| a 
To teach AID 9! on 3 ſecondly, Reprehenſion | oc 
ws how wo, CODE thirdly, Conſolation - fourth-| 7 
== —_—_— and Dire&ion :-of theſe in|. 
order. 
All that _ Tfall that would have true faving grace, | ; 
woulbar- | muſt buy it of Chriſt; This ſhould perfiwade| k 
Chriſt, |Us, to labour to know how wee may bar-| I, 
malt be  |gaine with Chri#, for this precious com- : 
moditie 3 and toconſider, how a man muſt | IH. 
be qualified and fitted for this purpoſe ; that L 
we may make this golden purchaſe, of true | I, 
laving grace. There is no buying of any| 
precious commoditie, without knowledge| I, 
of the price, and ſundry other particulars,,| I 
that neceſſarily conduce to the making up | 
of the bargaine. Attend therefore (I-pray| IN. 
you ) whileſt I ſhew you the price of this| |; 
| treaſure, and informe you, how they mult | NI. 
be qualified, that would make this golden] F. 
purchaſc of true faving grace. 'This I will] Ne 
 Endeayour to manifeſt in ſundry particulars. | I. 

q Firlt, | 
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Firſt, It we would bargaine with Chriſt, 
we mult labour to be ſenſible of our waat of; 
true grace, we muſt ſee our neceſſitic in this 
kinde, we mult be ſenſible of our ſpirituall 
povertte, He will be no good chapman, | 
that feeleth not the want of his commodi- | 
tic, before he go2 to buy, A manwill never 
come to rhe price of arich treaſare, that fin- 
ith not the want of it. When a man com- | 
meth thus reſolved to the market, I muſt | 
have food, or elſe perith with hunger ;. I 
muſt have apparel}, or ſtarve, for want of 
covering ; ſach a man will bid like a chap-| 
man, he will ell all that he hath, before he | 
returne emptie away. Bleſſed are the pooxe | 
in ſpirit ( ſayth our Saviour ) for theirs is the\| 
kimodome of heaven, Mat. 5.3. Wee are all | 
pcore by nature, but we are not 1ehifible of | 
our povertie : we have a conceir, we are | 
rich , and full of wealth , and! are not fo 
poore and miſerable , as we are indeede. 
Hcre was the folly of this Church of Zao- | 
acea, Ver. I7. of this'Chapter: : Thou fayest, f 
I am rich, and encreaſed with goods,” and have | 
reede of nothing ; and knoweft not , that thoy | 
art wretched, and miſerable , and poore , and | 
Hinde, and naked : ſhe was poore, and mile- | 
rable, bat ſhe perceived 1t not, ihe was not | 
knſible of it; and this kept her from buying | 
of Chrift. : therefore fayth our Saviour, 7: 


— 
hes ii 


cunſell thee to buy of me, gold, to enrich thee ; | 


for indeed thou art miſerably poore , al- | 
tough thou perceive it not: thou art Lund, | 
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| be ſenſible of the want of him. Thus, Rem, 


| 


| for a Saviour. Tt is an excellent ſpccch 0 


as well as poore, and not &nſible of thy pe. 
 vertie., A man 1s not fit for, Chriſt; untill he 
7. 34» Oh wretchea man that 1 am, wha hal 
deliver mg from this boaie of death ? Ver. 2, 
Thankes be to God, throweh Jeſus Chriſt, 
Wee muſt know, - out of our expericnce, 
what it 15 to be a. finner, before wee be ft 


our Saviour, to this purpoſe, 2at.s. 13, 
| 1 Came not to call the righteous, but ſinners tt 
repentance. Why > Axe we not all ſinners} 
Yes ſure, but all are not trucly ſenfible 
ſinne; all doe not groane under.the weiglt 
and burthen of it : by ſinners , in this place, 
our Saviour meaneth, humbled, diſtreſkd, 
«776m , perplexed ſinners ; for dach alone 
e knew were fit to- accept of a Saviour; 
ſuch as are wearie, and heavie loaden, Mat, 
11. 28; Such anone was David, Pſal. 38, 
3. Mere miguitics are goxe over mine heat, 
4s aweightie butrthen, they are too heatue fir c 
77e, Here was a ſinner, /t. an humbled {ir- ; 
ner, {ach an one, as was fitted for merciz + 
1 came to ſecke, and toſave that which wa ; 
loft, fayth our bleſſed Saviour , in Le. 19" 
10. 1 
Now all are indeed loſt, both 1n ea: . 
and in themnwelves ; but all are not ſenſi 4 
of the danger ofa loſt eſtate :but by loſt per 
fons, our Saviour meaneth fuch as are lol: 
in thefr owne apprehenſions : fuch an on 
was the poore*Prblican, Luk. 18. 24. F 
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ſtood & farre off , as not worthy. to come 
| neare the place of Gods ſpeciall preſence : 
he dur{t not ſo much as looke.up to heaven, 
againſt which he had ſinned, but /-zore zpor | 
bs breaſt ,and cryed ont, ſaying, O God be mer- | 
cifull to me a ſimmer + As if he had faid, O 
Lord, I ama ſinner, a very lumpe of {inne; 
a fardle, or bundle of corruption, if God be 
not mercifull unto me, I ſhall periſh for c- 
ver. Here was julit fach a ſinner as our Sa- 
riour there ſpeaketh of : one qualified, and 
fitted for mercie, Tuſt ſach another was the 
Prodigall, what ſznderth him to the market 
of his fathers houſe, bur the fight and ſenſe 
of his povertie, and extreame necezſlitie, 
Luk. 15.16. How many hired {crvants jun my" 
fathers boyſe, have bread enongh, and toſpare, 
and ] periſh with anger ? Hereupon he refol- 


veth, Fer. 17. 1will ariſe, and goe to the 


market, 1 will goe tomy father, and ſay nuts 


him, &c. A poore man that wanteth bread | 


for his familic, and for him{elfe; will goe to | 


the market in any caſe; though the dayes be 
ſhort, the wayes fowle, and the weather 
tormie,and tempeſtuous ; for,fayth he, bet- 
Ficr be wet to the skinne, then perith for 
want of bread : yea, and fuch a man will 
Fhave bread; if it coſt him all that he hath | 
in his purſe, and. can borrow : fo in tis | 
caſe, he is fit to bargaine with Ci7z8, that 
is knſible of t1s extreame ncede of Cirijt, 
and his graces,and is readie to cry out with | 


— 


_ 


_—— 


ine Prophet 11 another caſe, 1/a. 6, 5. Woe 
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3 me, I am undoxe, 1t I have it not. Blefſ&4 
are they that are thus poore ix {þrrrt, for they 
are fit chapmen for Chr, and ſhall never 
____ __ ] beſent empticaway.: : 
2-Direcios | Secondly, All that would berpaine with 
ig Chriſt, and make this golden purchaſe of 
ue grace. | frue ſaving grace , mult labour to 1-e the 
worth, and excellencie of truefaving grace, 
as well as their owne want ofit. He 1s fit 
to buy grace;that prizeth ithighly,and pre-| 
ferreth it, in his eſteeme, before all the| 
| world, Oh the worth, and excellence of 
true caving grace, one.dramme whereot is 
more precious , then all the wiois work Mi: 
beſides ! Doe but obſerve how tie nl: 
Ghoſt deſcribeth it, 1/a.'5.5. 1, 2. It is 6r2a, | 
| wine, milke, fatneſſe for the ſoxle, 1t. 1S thatl 
which will /arzfie, and give full content to 
the foule of man. If a man had the whol 
world beſides, yet he might, nay, he. null 
| needs periſh without this. On the contra; 
ry , this will bring a man to heaven, it he: 
| 
q 


—” 
Y Cs 


were as poore as Lazarus. Now he is ati 
[ Chapman for (%i## , that feeth.thenworth, 
and excellency of this precious commodrfſ |. 
tie, This our Saviour' ſheweth , ear: 13 |. 
44. The hingdowe of heaven, that IS; Chrif 
and the graces of his Spirit, are very fitly 
| compared to a treaſare hid tm the ficld,: whic 
when a man hath found, [C. and fketh and 
 ceiveth it tobe a treaſure, 1s fenſible of thi 
worth of it, then immediately he hidethit 
| and Calteth about with himflfe _ how | 
1a) 
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nay #9 that field. Such a fit Chapman was | 
Paul, after his cyes were cnlightned ; ſce 

what a price heſetteth upon ( bri/f, and the. 
graces of his Spirit z Phil, 3. 7,8. The things 

that were gaine unto me , the ſame 1 accounted 
laſſe for ( briſt ; yea, doubtleſſe, 1 doe thinke all | 
things bat loſſe, for the excellencie of the kroWw- 
ledge of ( brift Feſus my Lord, for whom [ ac- 
corned all things laſſe, ana doe juige them to be 
dung, that Imnght win ( hriſt. All werldly | 
W vanirics are loſe, and droſk, and dung to. 
© the ſoulc, that is rightly fitted for (41/7. 
| Thirdly, Ancarnelt and eager deſire to | z.Diretion | | 
enjoy this precicus commoditie, which is | ancarnelt | ©, 
compared unto hunger, and thirſt in the | hunger ant | 1 
Scripture. This cannot but follow upon | © ater 
the two former. This is alfo { neceſlary, | * 
that there 1s no bargaine without it, ar. 
5.6. Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſſe, for they ſhall be ſatisfied. 
The Lord feſws ever ſatisfierth the hungry 
ſoule with goodnes daith the Pſalmiſt.See how 
direRly this is required, and how carneſtly 
it 1s preſſed : fe it in, 1/a. 55. 1. Hoe, eve- 
ry one that thirſteth, come yee to the water : fo, | 
Revel. 22.17. Let him that & athirſt.come. 
And that ſpeech of our Saviour , Toh. 7. 37. 
If any man thirſt , let him come unto me, and 
arinke, You ſee, that onely the thurſtie ſoules 
are invited to Cariſ# : a man without this 
ſpirituall thirſt after grace, is likely to be 
ſent emptic away ; it is hunger, and thirſt 
| thenythat fitteth us for the graces of Chriſt, 
i Luk.1. | 
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4. Direction 
Diligence in 
tzequenting 

the place of 
_ :: 


ia 'The purchaſe of Grace. FE Ci ip VI. 
\ Dlalk, hi 5 3. He bath filled the hungry with 


| eracs,' muſt hunger and thirſt after it : ya, 


| Pro. 2. 2.3. If thou cryeſt after knowledge, 
| andilifieſt up thy voyce after underflanding ; 


li... A. 


3way : ſachonely arelikely to prize it, fuck 
 onely will be thankfull for it, fuch onely are! 
likely to make aright uſe of it, ſuch onely| 
will take paines to procure, and beat great| 
colt to obtaine it ; and therefore, they that| 
would bargaine with Chr: for true ſaving 


Good things, and the rich he hath ſent emptie a. 


I” 


{ich an one will be carnelt in prayer to'God 
for it, he will pray with fervencie, and 
racrefore 1s ſure to ſpeed in his 'requeſt; 


| if then ſeekeſt for her, as for ſilver ; and ſearch- 
| eft for her, 4s for hid treaſure : then ſhalt thoy 
anderſtand the feare of the Lord, and finde the 
aca Got AN ++ | 
Fourthly , Diligence and conſtancie in 
frequenting the place of fal>; this alſo muſt 
needs follow upon the three former dirc- 
&ions, For, he that is, firſt, Fnſible of the 
want of grace; ſzcondly,knoweth the right| 
worth of grace ; thirdly; and hungreth and 
thirſteth after 1t, cannot-but in the fourth 
place, with all poſſible diligence, and rea- 
dineſſc, frequent the place of fale. Ns 


th. Att. a. wo. 


tt 


iii... it. A... AE ee 


Buying, preſuppoſeth going to the mar- 
ket. He that would have true ſaving grace, 
muſt diligently:,- and conſtantly frequent 
Gods houſe, and Ordinances. He 1s worthy 
to goe without his commoditie, that will 
| not frequent the place of-ſale. A _—_—— 
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vill watch for an opportumitie to procure 
chat commoditie, that will {xrve his turne ; 
he will come one market day after another, 
untill he be furniſhed -: and he is-a bletſed 
man that doth thus, and that un the judge- 
ment, and opinion of: wikedome her {clte * 


obſerve it; Pro, $. 33. Bleſſed us the man that | 


hearethame, watching: daily at my gates, ard 


giving Attendance ar the.poſtes of may doores. | 
Happie 1s that, man. that. daily frequents 


Wſkedomes markets; and diligently atten- 
ith in Gods houſe andiQrdinances, Thus 
was Paul's girection tothe Elders-of Ephe- 


i , he Rendeth them ill: to the market, | 


| ets 20,32, eAnd mow; Brethren, T.,com- 
mend you to God, andto tbe Word of bis grace, 
which s able to builh you up farther , "&C. 


Trace. This made Gods Saznts love Gods 
houſe and Ordinances {o-excecding dearely. 
Let me inſtance in David, in ſtead of all the 
rſt : oh his admirable love to Gods houſe 
and Ordiuances ! P/al. 26. 8, Lord, Thave 
loved the habitation of thine houſe, and the 
| place where thine honear dwelleth : he was a 
conſtant frequenter of this {pirituall mar- 
ket ; yea, Eehow be manitelted his wons 
derfull afte&ian that way, he was even ficke 


{age of his, to this purpoſe, P/al.' 27.4. One 
thing bave I deſired of the Lord, andthat 1 will 


\7equire, and ſeeke after,” ( but one thing Da- 


i. 


Here 1s the meanes both'to get, and-increaſe 


when he was kept from the market. Give | 
| me leave ta informe you of one ſingular paſ- 


Nvids 


'I-ve to 
Gods houſe | 
and Ordi- | 


nances: 


| I 4 vid? 
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vid 2 ſurely then, that is a matter of (ome 
ſpeciall importance.It may be another king. 
 dome,or fuch another crown, as that which 
was taken from the King of Rabbah ? Ng 
ſurely, it was no fach matter ; but only 
this, /c. libertie to enjoy rhe benefit of Gods 
| houſe, and Ordinances, he deſired onely to 
keepe the market ) ſe. That 1 may dwell in 
| the houſe of the Lord, all the dayes of my life, 
| and enquire in his Temple. As [the had fayd, 
Lord, what a doe is here in the world with 
many , one would: be rich, and another 
would:be honourable; this man is for plea- 
ſure, and that for profit :'well, let them take 
all, ſo.that I may enjoy the hbertic of Gods! 
{ houſe and Ordinances, the meanes of grace, 
} the pledges of Gods favour ; let me have 
| but thts one thing'alone, and 'let them take 
all the reſt, This is Davias one thing,” 'And 
no marvell;;1f he was thus earneſt in this 
caſe ; for Davids one thing, is the one thing 
needfull , and that in the judgement and 0- 
pinion of.our bleſſed Saviour, Lyk. 10. 42. 
One Thing ts needfull, IHMary hath choſen the 
Tood part, which ſhall not be taken from her. 
And ſurely there 1s good reaſon for this ; 
here is the place of Gods ſpeciall preſence, 
this 1s (as 1t were ) the ſhop of Chriſt, here 
| he walketh,and talketh with his cuſtomers, 
and here he KElleth his precious commodi- 
| | ties ;.Revel, 2. 1. we there finde him walk 
b | 12g is the middeſt of the golden Candleſtickes ; 
ſr1ll preſent in the Chnrch aſſemblies ; \ ow. 
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there: he hath promiſed to be preſent, in a 
moſt ſpeciall manner, ar. 18. 20, Where- 
i | acer 100 or three are gathered together in my 
WW} Name, there am 1, even in the middelt a- 
mongſt them ; there he ſtandeth looking 
for cuſtomers, and calling in ſuch as are rea- 
die to paſk his ſhop, and never fo much as 
once thinking to cheapen his commoditie, 
untill they heare him cry, What doe yec. 
lacke, O yee poore ſoules ? Why will yee. 
not come unto me, that yee might have | 
grace here, and gloric hereafter ? See how | 
| he proclaimeth open market, and deſcrivet!: | 
his commodities, 1/2. 55. 1. Hoe, every 6: | 
that thir5ts, come yee to the Waters, buy wine, | | 
and milke without money : 1 willfell the beſt | | 4 
ware, very cheape ; yea, if thou be a poore | | in 
needie foule, and haſt no money, I wall ci- | | 
| ther truſt thee, and take thy word, or give 
it freely without price: yea, ſee how he 
|| chideth them, for not frequenting his ſhop, 
Eo. 5. 40. But yee will not.come unto me,that | 
Wl yce mnght bave life, Why doe you lay ont your | 
money, for that which 1s not bread, and ſpend 
| 
| 


your labour, for that which ſatisfieth not ? Iſa, 
55-2. Why dce yee goc where you are | 
|| cheated, and cozened, with droffe, in ſtead | 
|ofgold; and will not come at me, where 
|| you ſhall be faithfully , and kindly dealt 
withall ? And therefore againe he 1nviteth 
|| them, Yer. 3. Encline your eare, and come un- 
rome; heare, and your ſoule ſhall live. They | 1 
|| that negle& the market, are likely to _ mt 

EEE and | 74 
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I22 | The purchaſe of Grace, Cuay.VIIL, 
and periſh for want of grace, and glorie ' 
Salvation ts farre from the wicked, for they re- 
gard not thy Statntes, ſayth David, Pſal.119. 
155. He that deſpifeth Gods Ordinances, 
is farre from ſalvation, This 1s the fourth 
| thing requiſite for the making of this bar- 
| gaine with Chrift, /c. Diligence, and: con- 
ſtancie in frequenting the houke of fale. 

{oo pieaim |  Fifthly , He that would bargaine with 
Pay rhefull | (rift, mult pay the price of it,to the worth| i 
Price. | of the commoditie, though it coſt him all 
| that he hath, Now: we come to the.very 
pricc of the Tewell. A naturall man will 
thinke- it too much, bur the truth is, it-is an 
| excellent peni-worth; for-he muſt part with 
nothing, bi what he hath of his owne;, and | 
what he may well ſpare ; He goerth , ana. ſel- 
{eth all that be hath, and buyeth that field. ſayth 
our Saviour, /Aar.13.44.Let no man thinke 
{it deare, becauſe he mult (ell all that he hath, 
before he can buy it of Chri# ; tor, alas ! 
what doth our Saviour meane by, A/l that he 
bath ? but that which he hath of his owne; 
| [nothis wealth, nor his wit, nor his life, | 
{ fave on?ly 1n ſome caſes, ) but all that he 

| hath, that 1s, all his ſinnes, all his luſts, all} 
| kis earthly members, Is corrupt and vict- 
ous aff:&ions , his acuall tranſgreſlions : | 
| theſe he mult needs (cil, theſe he may well} 
ſpare, nay, theſe will be his utter ruine, if he} 
| fell them not. See how the Lord expound- 
[eth it himſelfe, Ezzch. 18, 31. Caſt -away: 


from you all your tranſareſſions, and make you 
| anew\ 
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1 new heart, and a new ſoule. wa will ye ave, | 
0 houſe of Iſraell ? We mult not ſtand doag- 
ing with (55 , but part with our ſinnes | 
freely, and we (hall have a moſt bleſſed, and | 
happie exchange, 
Sixthly, To the making ofthis bargaine, | £ Direion 
there is another thing neceſfary,and that is, | 23H 28 | 
That wee mult prepare a veſkll to put it in. | pur it in. 
When a man hath bought his commoditie, 
and payed the price of it, then he looketh 
for his wallet, or basket, or ſomething to | - 
carie it home in : ſo that all that come to | 
this ſpirituall market , to bargaine with | 
{briſt, for this jewell of true faving grace, 2 
they muſt bring hearts emptie, and ready to | 
receive it, Open thy month wide, and I will | 
fil it, fayth the Text , P/al. $1. 10, Come 
hither, ſayth God, let me ſee thy heart, open 
the mouth of thy heart, that it may be fit to 
receive, and cary away this precious com- | 
moditie. See the practiſe of Gods people 
for this,this was David's praQtiſe,P/al.11g. i WAY 
II. 1have hidthy Word tm my heart, that I | 7 Ly 
might not ſiane againſt thee. So the Bareans, | 
T hey received the Word with all readneſſe of | 
minde, eA(ls 17. 11. This was Lydia's pra- 
Riſe, God opened the heart of Lyaia, that free 


| 08 
attended to thoſe things that riere ſpoken by | Ws 
Paul, Afts 16. 14. This was 2 piece of Ma- | - » | wt. 
r7es good houſewifery , Lk. 2. 51, Shee 1 204 
kept theſe ſayings , and pondered them in her | | F 
heart. When we come to Gods Ordinan- = 


ces, we mult have a ſpeciall care to prepare 
| our 


2 | | 
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| 124 | The parchaſe of Grace. Cuay.V[lI, 
| our hearts to that purpoſe, that we may be 
able to fay with David, Pſal. 108. 1.0 God 
997 heart ts prepared, or , heart ts readie, 
My ſonne, grve me thine heart, ſayth Salc- 
mon, Pro. 23.26. Yea, ſee how expreſly,the 
Lord required it of. old, Dext. 32. 46. Set 
your hearts auto all the words that I command 
| you this day, ( 1.e. ) here is ſaving grace of- 
| fered to thee in this Ordinance, let me fe 
thine heart,what haſt thou elſe to put it in? 
truſt not thy memory alone _ it , but 
| bide it, with David, 1n the middzſt of thy 
| | heart. | FE rs 

7 Direflion Sevcnthly, There mult be a ſpeciall care, 
keepe ic | tO Keepe it from looſing, when we hape it. 
_—_—_— It a man goe to market, on purpoſe to buy 
1 "wy tome precious jewell , which coſteth him 
| _ | all thathe hath, he is undone it he loo: it 
| by the way ; Heb, 4. 1. Take heed of 1oo- 
| | ſing the grace of God , let it not run out, 
| a5 the word importeth ; Proove all things, ||il 
| ad krepe that which 1s good, layth the Apo- 
[ [te, 1 Theſ. 5. 21. Bleſſed are they that heare 
| the Word of God, and keepe it. It is not the 
hearing cf Gods Werd, but the keeping of 
it, that is the way to truc happineſſe. It a 
| man buy never fo good a peny-worth, if he 
looſe it by the way, it will never enrich 
him. Therefore after we have bought the 
coinmoditic, there muſt be a care to keepe 
it ; let us knit up the mouth of our veſſell, 
by prayer, and meditation, that wee look 
not our treaſure, 
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8  Eighthly and laſtly, A care to make a | $-Prreiii9p 

Wright uſe of it, both in regard of our felves, 

WM and others. This laſt direaion , dwideth | 2.2; ayches. 
it ſ:lfe into two branches. | 
Firſt , He that hath bought trne faving | «x 

2race, mult labour to make uſe of it for his gy uſe of } | 

owne particular, Commodities are bought | (1, 

to be uſed ; cloathes tobe worne ; meate to | & 

be eaten, &c. fo when we goc to the mar- | | ! 

ket of Gods Ordinances, to get grace, WE i 

muſt have a care to practiſe what we know, 

Jam. 1. 22. Be yee acers of the Word, anduot 

hearers onely ,decerving your ſelves, He that | oj 

contenteth himſelfe with bare hearing, lea- i ” 

veth his markets undone, or, at lcalt hath | 4 þ 

loſt his commoditie. /f yee know theſe things, 

happte are yee if ye doe Few: fayth our Savi- 

our , Joh, 13. 17. See the uſe that Davida 

| | would make of this precions commoditie, | 

 P/al 119. 11, {have hid thy Word in mine | 

' heart, that 7 might not finue againſt thee. To | 

| Make grace an Antidote or prefervative a- 

|; Gainſtfinne, 1s the right uſe of it indeed. 

| / 2borr net fer the meat that periſheth, but for 

the meat that endureth , fayth our Saviour, '4#®; 

7h. 6.27. What ſhould we doe with meat | 4 


| but eate it ? The beſt meate in the world, | 444 
will never nouriſh, unlefſe 1t be caten : and | i + 
; therefore ſayth the Prophet, Come, buy and | wy. 

eate, and let your ſoule delight 1t ſelfe 1m fat- | 
| zeſſe. Eating, and digeſting, is the end of 
| buying food ; and practiſe, the end of hea- | #1 


| 


ring. The want of this, was the fault of Z- | j- 
| weckiels * "F 
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z2ecrniel”'s hearers : they Came to the market, 
and ſeemed to buy good provition; but they 


| wanted good ſtomackes to digelt it 3 They 


| beare thy words, but they Will not doe them, 
their ſtomackes were cloyed before, the 
had gotten a ſurfet of covetouſneſſe, E eek, 
LEVELS 

Secondly ,- A care to make a right uſe of 
1t,in regard of others, Men do notbuy com- 
moditics for their owne uſe onely, but alfo 
for their families, and neighbours : the ma- 
| {ter of a familie, buyeth proviſion not onely 
for hiumſclfe, but for his wiſe, and children, 
and fervants z .yea, 1f he bea kinde man 1n- 
 deede, he will invite his neighbours, and 
| make them partakers of his good proviſion: 
| Fnto him that hath ( this care to employ it ) 
ſrall be owven , and he ſhall have abunaauce, 
| fat, 25. 29. But he that layeth it up ina 
napkin, and maketh no uſe of it, neither for 
hunſelte, nor the good of others, ſhall have 
it taken from him at laſt;and himſclfe be pu- 
{ niſhed, for want of making a right uſe of it, 
207. JO. But every good man 1s ofa quite 
contrary diſpoſition : obſerve it in,P/al.37. 
30, 31. The month of the righteous ſpeaketh 
wiſdeme,aud his tongue will be talking of judge- 
ment, Whence cometh this 2 The Law of 
| God iS 1n his heart, aud none of his ſteps ſizde. 
| He that hath the law of grace ſetled in his 
 6wne heart, will not onely take heed to tus 
| OWne wayes, but will labour alſo, to be an 
inftrument ot benefit, and good to others. 
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See an experiment of this, in two famous | 
examples for this purpoſe. 1. That of Da- | 
vid, Pſal. 51.13. Then ſpall Teach thy wayes | 
to the wicked, and ſinners ſhall be converted un- | 
zo thee, So ſee what the Lord fayth of Abra- | 
bam, Gen, 18, 19. 1 know Abraham, that be 
will command hu children , and ſervants, to 
keepe the way of the Lord. He will not onely 
walk: hohly before God himfelfe, but alf:> | 
w1ll doe his beſt endeavour, to reforme his | 
familic, and put away iniquitie from his ta- 
bernacles. Sce the praQtiſe of this, in rhat ' 
Samaritan Convert, Toh, 4. 20, when our. 
Saviour had dealt effeAually with her ; ke: 
what a Care ſhe had to impart this precious 

commoditie, for the uſe and benefit of 0- 

thers, ſhe ranne into the Citie,, and fayd to 

the men of that place, Come, ſee a Man, that 
hath told me all that ever I did : Is not he the | 
Chrift ? She uſeth the beſt, and the moſt et- | 
tectuall argument that ſhee could poſlibly | 
thinke of, to bring them to Chriſt, She re- | 
ports h1n to be a Man that could tell won- 


—_— _—_@___—— 
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ders; that ſhe might perfwade them to come BE 
unto Chriſt, and be wrought upon, as well We4þ-4 
as her ſelte. Here 1s the right ufe of grace | 119 
received, to employ it, not onely for our | Wk 
owne uſe, bur alfo for the benefit, and pro-| BP! 
ft, and comfort of others, _ | | it j 
: *Ff 3s 
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68:22 
tit Cnavp. IX. 


Containing tie ſecond V ſe of the poynt, 
ſc. for Reprehenſion, 


Econdly, This ſerveth in the {- 
cond place, for Reprehenſion of 
diverfe forts of Chapmen, that 
come juſtly to be reproved tn 

this regard. | 
7. Sort. | Firſt, All popilh, and prophane perſons 

_o oo amongſt us, that utterly reje& Gods Ordi- 

 rlace of | Nances,and deſpiſe,and contemne the Word 

ale, or | faithfully preached , &c. theſe are ſach as| 
| Ge marker. | COME not to.the market, they frequent not 
| the market- 5 y ICQ | 


| 

the place of fale, but eyther totally, or for 
b: 

| 


the moſt part, abſent themſelves : Tee will 
: 
| ot come punto me , that 'yee might have tife : 
You might have grace, and ſpirituall life for | 
4 ; | your ſoules, if you would but 'come, and 
"vi | fetch it , Joh. 5. 40. But your deſtruction | 
| 
| 
| 


{15 upon your ſelves, your blood will be re-| 
quired at your owne hands, you have even 
pined and ſtarved your foules,by your groſk 
neglet of the market, where you might 
| have had proviſion, and food for your pre- 
' Ci0us foules ; which are now, like to periſh 
tor want of food, Hoe, every one that thir- 


fteth, come yee to the Waters, &C, Iſa. 55. T, 
* ___ This! 


Es. td 


| 
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This is an evident ſigne, that they neither 
know the worth of grace;nor find the want | 
of grace in themſelves, but like the Cong 

here, thinke they arc rich arid. filled wit 

goods, and ſtand in nced of nothing, and 
know not, that they are wretched, and mi- 
frable, and poore, and blinde, and nakel ; 
woe be to theſe rich,and full ſoales, for they | 
are like to be ſent empty away, it they dae 
come; and fare to periſh for ever, it they | 
loe not come. Oh that all ſach woul1 lay 
to heart thoſe terrifying Texts of our Savi- 
our, 7oh, 8. 47, He that is of God, heareth 
Gods Word : yee therefere heare them not ; bes 
cauſe yee are not of God. It 18 2 fearctull rignc 
of reprobation, obſtinately to refuſe the hea- 
ring of Gods Word faithfully preached. 
Oh that all popiſh, and prophane perſons 
would conſider this : it is a fearcfull (igne' 
they are none of Gods, The other heart- | 
ſhaking place to this purpoſe, is that of our j - 
Saviour , Joh. 16, 26. Ay ſheepe heare my | 
voxce, and follow me, and 1 give unto them e- | 
ternall life, This is the very eare-mar ke of | 
2 ſheepe of Chriſt , that he heareth Gods | 
Word, and (riffs voyce. It mult needes 
therefore be the Character of a Goats, to re- | 
ne, and reject it : there 1s no med:1:m be- | 
tweene ſheepe, and goates, at. 25, 31. 
and fee the condition of the ggatcs , that | 
and on the left hand of Chr:#, at the lalt 
bay; heare thy wotul doome, { ifthouhe 
otthat number ) Fe. 41, Goe yee curſed, 11220 | 
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The purchaſe of Grace, C HAPoIX, | 


everlaſting fire, prepared for the Derill, B: 
bis Angels. Oh conſider this, yee that forget 
Ged, and refuſe to heare 11s voyce, leaſt one 
day Heteare you in pieces, when there is no 
| to deliver you, Pſal, 50. 22. 
| .2->o/7. | Secondly, Some come indcede to the 
Such as mi(- - « 
 pend cheir | Market, but 1t 1s onely to looke abcut them, 
. ne thats, | or conterre with their acquaintance, and fo 
ſpend their time,tn walking here, and.com- 
plementing there, and never once chcapen 
the commoditie, that 15 there to be ſold: 
| theſe are negligent , and careleſſe hearers, 
I have obferved how ſtrangely men fpend 
their time in the Church afſemblies ; ſome 
walking, and whiſpering ; ſome jecring, 
| and laughing ; ſome ſkeping ; ſome reading 
upon a booke, while the Miniſter 1s eyther 
praying, or preaching : doe ſuch men ſpend 
their time well at market ? for ſhame ſleepe 
Sleeping ar | not at market : ſurely you may come to hay: 
cans your purſe picked, while you are aſlcepe: 
| certainly, the devill doth even watch for 
ſuch an opportunitic ; while you ſlcepe, the 
devill teaketh away your markets,and fow- 
' th tares in ſtead of the pure graine of tru: 
grace, which yon might have had ſowen ul, 
your hearts, if you had watchfully and carc 
fully attended. Take -heede, and beware 0 
careleſſe hearing : remember the Berear 
practiſe, in this cafe, for your imitation], 
eAtts 17. 11. They received the Word, witl 8 
all readineſſe of minde ; they came, not oneljſſ« 
\ to the place of fale, but were very buſic ! 
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The purchaſe of grace. . 


chcapening, the, commoditie , which they] 
meant to buy : woe be to. all careleſſ. hea- 
rcrs, that come to gaze, or talke, or ſleepe at | l 
Church, and ſo come to market, not to-buy, | | 
but to looke about them. \ = 

" Thirdly, Some come, and ſteme to hear 1 2. Sort. 
»Mien, but: receive nothing, all runneth, be-\ —_ _ 
) Wiides : theſe cheapen rhe commoditie, but ont qgy wa 
"Mid nothing : theſe are never likely, to bar- | * owing: 
cane with (rift; they onely would know 
MWthc price of grace, and. whar it would coſt 
-Wto become religious ; but they meane not 
topraQile any thing. Theſe were Ezechiel*s | 
Chapmen, Ezech. 33. 31. They came, and | 
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heard ; they came to the marker, and they 
vked the price, for they ſeemed to be' very 
r1ous 1n hearing ; but they would bid no- 
thing ; they- would heare all, but doe no- vn 
"Mthing, but do rather r<jet a good bargaine, | | 
Ywhen 1t is offired, and thruſt ,it from them. ? 
WOh the wofull eſtate of theſe perſons, that 


—— 


"© doc caſt the Commandements of God be-} k 
F hinde their backes, - and come with a refolu- | | b; 
tion onely to heare and know, but doe no- | "- 
Ying. Be ye doers of the Word, and not bea- | -. i: 4 
W'ers onely, deceiving your owne ſelves, 7am. 1. | 49 
'E2:2:. Hedoth utterly deceive himfelte, that | | 1% 
Tthinketh bare kexring will frve the turns, | | P 
to bring him to heaven : it 1s not cncape- b TH 
'F ning; but buying, and paying downe, that ; 'F 
Pprocurerh this commoditie, Sec the wotull | ' MY 
Mcktate of all ſach, kt out in that Text of the t als 
P-poſtle, As 13. 48. It was neceſſary that | ' Ss 
2 the | = - j | 
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4. Sort. 
Some bd 


fairely, bur 


nor che full 


Price. 


an one was Herod, Mark. 6. 20, He reve- 


| The purchaſe of Grace, CrarllX, 
the 1Word of God, ſhould be firſt preached unto. 
you; bat ſeeing that yee thruſt it from you, an 
judge your (elves unworthy of everlaſting life , 
behold, we tarne to the Gentites : they. judge; 
themſelves unworthy of fuch a precious 
Jewell, that careleſly. thruſt it from them, 
and bid nothing for it. Here is the third 
ſort. © t 

| Fourthly, Some goe a little, and not 
onely cheapen the commoditie, but alſo bx 
fairely for it,but will not come to the price; 
they would have 1t under the worth,or not 
at all. Thefe are fact as are content to part 
with fome finnes, and doe many thines, | 
but will not be nniverfall in their obedi- 
ence, Now you know the price is, ll that 
we have, Mat. 13. 44. He thar will not} 
part withevery luſt , and readily abandon 
every baſe corruption, 1s not fit to be a 
Chapman for Chriſt ; hg is but an Higlr, 
or a dodging companion;-that will have a 
thing quite under the worth, and at his 
OWne rate, or elfz he will none of at ; he 
cahnot abide, to {cl all that he hath. Such 


' 


renced Iis perfon, and miniſtery, and heard 
him gladlv,and did many things,but would | 
not forgoe his 1ncett. Such was Tehx, ze 
tous in many things, but would not for-! 


| goe his Tdolatry ; he was Ioth to come off 


with the whole price. See how the Spirit 
of God reports it, 2 King. 10. 31. Brit leh! 
rooke no hceds to walke in the Law of the Lora, 

Ng 
2111) 


Jn nn IO ——_— 
_ ——_ _— _—_— __—— —_— —_—___ = —_— — 


_ _— _—_Rr__—_ _” TT» —_ __  ——— — 
= —_ Tm —_— — ki. = x WV 


Ms * 


bon 


_=_ 
= 


> ——  —, D = =2=erO 


\ 


—_— R__ 


The porebeſraf nee. 


with all his beart ; for he departed uot from the 
ſanes of Teroboam : This he kept as aſweete 
morſell in his mouth, and would not fur- 
ake it, But a good Chapman 1s readie to 
give the whole price, will &ll all that he 
hath, that he may buy that field, This was 
the Apoltles practiſe, ets 24. 16, Here 
ce I exerciſe my ſelfe, to have alwayes a con-,| 
ſuuence voyde of offence, towards God, and to- | 
wards men. So, Heb. 13. 18, Pray for us, | [ 
fr we rruſt we h ave a good conſcience, deſiring | 4 
i all things to live honeſty. Sach a Chapman 
was holy Daz:a, Pſal, 119. 6. Then' ſhall f' 1 
nr be confoun1ed, when 1 have reſpett unto all | 
thy Commandements : here is the full price. 
But when a man is content to part with 
{ome ſinnes, but not with other ; kemeth to 
make conſcience of ſome duties, but 1s ut- 
crly careleſ in regard of others; he doth. 
but ſcotch with God, he 1s but a dodging 
companion , he is not a fit Chapman for | 
Chr4ft, unlefſe he will 11 all that he hath, Fro 
and buy that field. - Here is the fourth ſort of [ 
bad Chapmen. They bid faire , but when 
they come to ſtake downe, they will have I 
ſomething abated of the full price, or elſc 
no bargaine+ and fo-theſe goe away emp- | 
te, | DELY | 

Fifthly, Some bid faire, and are readie | 5: Sort. 
to promiſe the full price, but when. they | ?92* P12. | 
come to pay, they reyoke the bargaine, and | price, bur | 
g0e backe with their word, and will not | gigs 
!tand ta their promiſe : thele are SPaſtata' 

Ct that | 
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8. Sort. 
Some want 
he atts tO res 
| cevetr. 
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{her wallowing in the mire, 2 Pet, 2,22, $ 


| of ftrom'God, by inconſtancie, and fickle 
| net  ®nd 12, Thelater end of theſe men, wa 
| worfe then the beginning + And they had bett, 
| never to have knowne the way of riohtecn/ne 


4 then thus ſhamefully to depart from the hol 


{ have bidden one peny, then promiſe th 
| whole price, but immediately revoke it. 
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- | Kia thy Word in my heart; or the Lords own 


The purchaſe of Grace, CHaP.lX, 


that doc ſeeme to be wrought upon, but & 
 offagaine at laſt,and renounce the bargaine: 
ſo theke Chapmen fall off, for want of con- 
ftancie, theſe, notwithitanding all therlf 
| VOWECS, and promiſes, returne, lihe the ang to 
[his vomit, and the ſow, that was waſhed, t: 


| theſe rerzrne to folly, Pſal, 85, 9. Oh thi 
{wotull eſtate of theſe perſons, unleſſe the 
| repent,and de their firſt workes, they are ne 
yer tkely to bargaine with Chriſt, but fi 


| ( ommanderzent : they were better never tc 


Stxthly, Some want an heart to receive 
| the Word ; their hearts are eyther left a 
home, or filled with other traſh, that ther 
ts NO'rOOME to receive grace : theſe leave 
their commoditie at market, for want of: 
veſtIl to put it in : theirthearts are gone af 
ter their covetouſneſſe, or rent in pieces 
with the thoughts, and cares-of this lite 
| ard fo they goc home againe, utterly untur 
| niſhed of this precious commoditie ; eythe! 
i for want of a veſſel, or at leaſt,roome to rc 
 ceive it forgetting David's prattiſe, 7 have 
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The purchaſe of Grace. 


Deut. 32. 46. Theſe are another ſort of bad | 
Chapmen, that leave their commodities at 
market tor want of cariage; contrary to the | 
Lords expreſe command, to this purpoſe, | 


| 


Dent.6,6, T heſe rwords which I command thee, 
' hall ve ti thy heart, &C. 

| S-venthly, Some are forgetfull, and loſe 
hearers, that Feme to bid faire, and to re- 


they get home, Theſe looſe all their labour, 
25 Well as the reſt. Thele forget to tie up the 
mouth of their hearts, by ſome holy prayer 
to Goa ; and ſo looſ by the way, as they re- 
turne home ; contrarie to that adviſe of the 
holy Ghoſt, H-b.4.1. Let us feare,leaſt at any 
11me, a promiſe being made unto 45, of entring 
into '>, any Of you ſhould ſeeme to come ſhort, 
or ſuffer 1t to runne out, as the word ſigni- 
feth. Acommoditie is bought to no pur- 
poſe, if there be not acare to preſerve, and 
keepe it from looſing, when wee have it. 
17 heſ. 5. 21. Prove all things, and keepe that 
which ts good ; 1, keep it 1n memorie, labour, 
not to ee: 1t : 2, Keepe 1t 1n aff:ton, 
love,and embrace it. 3. Keepe it in practiſe, 
with all ſpeed, and diligence ft avout the 
performance of it. But contraric hereanto 
15 the practiſ= of many, who ſeem? to heare 
,with ſome good af=&ion, for the preſent, 
but 1mmediately their hearts arecoole, and 
they are ſtraight of another temper, and the 
[complaint of theſe men is onely of their me- 
morie, they have the worſt memories that 
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7. Sore. 
Looſe their 
commodrtes 
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135 | The purchaſe of Grace, Cuav. IX.|ſi 


ever had any,but when the matter commeth || 
to be throughly ſifted , the fault is in their) llc 
afe&tions, and not in their memorie ; like || ; 
a man that having loſt his markets by the|l| 
way, or left them behinde him, complai- ||; 
neth of his wallet, or basket, that had an 
hole 1n it : whercas the truth is, it was his | 
careleſneſſe, angnot his forgetfulneſſe ; be- 
| cauſe when the wallet commeth to be view- 
ed,and made uſe of for other things, it hold- 
{ cth well enough :\{u mens memories retaine 
__ [other vamities itrongly enough, onely they 
| forget:that which ſhould doe them good in 
regard of their ſoules ; theſe unjuſtly lay 
the blame upon their memories ,- whereas 
the fault indeede is 1n their hearts, and at- 
tetions, 'Here is another ſort of bad Chap- 
men, ſuch as looſe their commodities. | ll 
8. Sorc. | Eighthly, There is yet another ſort, that | MW 

| Some are. [arc juſtly to berepraved, though they ſeeme | | 
heir com- | Not to be in ſo great fault, as the former ; 
moditic,as |and they are fuch- as arc robbed of their 
| home, © | Commodities, as they returne home. Theſe 
' - _ [areſtchas ſeme very honeſt hearers, and 
doe many things, yea, feeme ta take much 
delight in approaching to God; but 4n time 
of temptation,they fall away, they are quite 
dryed 3p, with the ſcorching heate of perſc- 
| cution ; they are {ct upon by the way, . and 
the devill raketh away that ſeede of gracc, | 
that was fowne 1n their- hearts, and fo at 
{laſt,they retarnc home, not onely cmptic of 
{ grace, but wounded with ſinne, - Our Savt- 
___our| 
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our ſeemeth to ſt our ſach market-folke, | 
Mat. 13. 32. Iwhen tribulation or perſecu- 
tion ariſeth, becanſe of the Wora, then by aud | 
by , they are fendes , and fo come home | 
wounded with Sathans aflaults. Me think- 


fcution, are juſt like unto ſuch Chapmen, 
25 Zoe to the market on foote, in a hote ſum- 
mers day, and put their markets in their 
| boſomes, but being ſet upon by the heate of 
the Sunne, they unbutton their doublets to 
gctayre, and fo looſe their commodities z 
ſo many ſet upon good duties,in their owne 
trength, and fo at Jaſt are driven off from 
the ſervice of (rift, by the heate of perſe- 
cution, Here 1s the eighth ſort, 

Niathly , Another fort are quarrelling 
Chapmen, that will have the commoditic 
at their owne price, or elſe they will fall 
out with the party that ſelleth it,and ſetteth 
the price too deare ( as they thinke : ) Theſe 
are ſuch hearers , as Cannot abide to part 


| 


heaven, as ſoone as the beſt : they make ac- 
count, they can ſerve God, and finne too ; 
God, and ſammon too ; God, and the de- 


rupt perſons , they muſt Il all that they 


__ =_ canis 
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ch ſuch as are driven off by the heate of pCr= | 


with their ſinnes, and yet hope to goe to | 


villtoo; God, and their bellies too; and | 
therefore when a Miniſter telleth fach cor-! 


have, they are readie to fall out, and fight | 
with him ; They 6leſſe themſelves 1n their | 
owne hearts ,and ſay ; I ſhall have peace, though | 


i 


7 walke after the ſlubbornneſſe of mine owne 


heart : 
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| 
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quarrellins 
Chapmen, 
that fall our : 
with the 
partie that 
{ellerh it, 
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| an CE, not a peny in the imarcter of Herodzas, 
| Mark. 6: It 1 not lawfull for thee to have her, | 


| Auditor, There aretoo many ſuch- as theſe 
[1nthe world, at this preſent. If a Man of 
| God, be faithfull to Chrift , and tell them, 


_ at AMC. Ml. an I en gn" "I" —_— ———— 


faithfall Prophet Elyah, 1 King.21.20. Haſt 
| 2505: found Ae, O mine enemie ! Why 2 what 
| was the matter ? he knew, he was readie to 


[him ſay, Thox haft ſold thy ſelfe to worke evill | 


| nocent blood of honeſt Naboth. So what 
| was his quarrell to Michajah ? 1 King.22.8. 


heart ; I hope to goe to heaven without 
halt this adoe : theſe are quarrelling Chap- 

men.Snch an one was Herod, he putteth Tohn| 
in pryfon, becauſe Zohz would not bate himj 


fyth hz, No, faytt Herod: 1f1 may not 
have my brother Philips wite,thou ſhalt not 
have thy libertie : here was a quarrelling 


they muſt part with their laſts, vr elſe have 
no part in Chrif, nor intereſt in heaven, 
though he proove it never ſo ſubſtantially, 
yer they will hate him, and ſpite him for 
this, becauſe he ſetteth too high a rate upon! 
this prectons commoditie of true faving| 
grace, Iuſt fach a Chapman was eAhab, ce! 
how he quarrelleth with E/ah, and with| 
eAMichaah : obſerve 1t, how he greets that 


chide him for taking away Naborh's Vine- 
yard, he ever looked when he ſhould heare| 


| 


en the fight of the Lord, and haſt ſhed the 1n- 


There ts one Prophet more, but f hate him, be-| 
cauſe he never propheſieth good of me, but evill : 
He felleth his Sermons too deare, I cannot 


| 
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The purchaſe of Grace, | 239 
Cs w_ i” ; 


abidehim, 1f he doe not comply with the | 
reſt, ſend him to priſon, and feed him with 
the bread of affAi&ion, untill 4hab returne,. 
Here is unjuft dealing, when men will have | ; 
a commoditie at their owne rates, or elſe | ; 
quarrell with him that &llerh it. | 

Tenthly and laſtly, There 1s another ſort, | 10. $7. | 
that doe utterly cry downe the market, | 19 =: 
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quent them, Theſe are abſolutely rhe wort | 

of all that I have yet mentioned. They are 

enemies to Gaorls people, becauſe they follow 

the thing that ts good : Oh that fuach would 

conſider the folly, and abfarditie of their o- j "t 

pinion, and practiſe, and withall, the great | 7 
| 


| What need fo much Preaching, and fach: | erin | 
running after Sermons ? there was never | { | 
good world, ſince ſo much preaching came | 4 
up, &c, Theſe doe even cry downe the mar- | 
ket, and will neither goe to Gods Ordi- 
nances themſelves, nor ſuffer others to fre- | 
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danger that they are in, whule they ſo con- | 
tinue, Let them ſeriouſly confider of theſe 
two places of Scripture ; the one 1s, Phz/.1. | 444 
| 28, eSndin nothing be terrified by your ad- _- H&E 


verſaries, which is to them, atoken of peraiti- 


" thn th. 


on, but to you of ſalvation, and: that of God, = i \-.- 
| All thaf oppoſe Gods people, for frequen- WF: 
ting Gods Ordinances , *and the fſpirituall 04%: 
market of Chr;#, are ſonnes of perdition, [76 
(like the great Antichriſt their Father) and | i 010 
| the very tokens of perdition ,are even ftam- | 
ped upon them, The other place, for this WE 
| purpoR;, is that of the Apoſtle, e475 13.10. wy” 
W b* ; See | l P/ 
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| Ofe 3. 

| For comfort 
to fuch 2s 
carneſtly 
Cefire true 


'2 | LC H A P. } MN 
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| to that limme of Sathan, E/ymas the force- 

rer, that fought to turne away the Deputie 
from the faith, and endeavoured, eyther to 
cry downe the market, or at laſt to keepe 
away the Deputic. Oh thou fall of all ſubrl.- 
tre, and nu{chiefe , thou childe of the Devil, 
doeft thox ſecke to pervert the ſtraight Wayes of 
the Lord 7 &c, Wilt you neyther goc to the 
market thy felfe, nor ſuffer others? Q thon 
childe of the Devill ! 


Mododeaeeorenecoenency 
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Containing the two laſt Vſes of the poynt, 
'* fc, for Conſolation., and alſo for Ex- 
hortation, and Direttion, © 
| 

| 


true ſaving grace, mult buy it of 
Chriſt ; This ferveth for the {in- 

Ya gular comfort, and conſolation, 
| of ſuch as verely ſuppoſe themſelves deſti- 
tutc,and utterly voyde of true faving grace ; 
| but yet, doe even heartily long for it, and 
; moſt eagerly hunger, and thirſt after it ; Jet 


L 


Sec what Paw! that Man of God _on there | 


| 


N Hirdly, If all that would have 


all ſuch know, that true ſaving grace is at | 


the diſpoſe of Criſt Jeſs, he is the Chap- 


a M.A. Sam. 


INAan. | 
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| £42 
man that felleth it, What greater comfort | 7: Chriſt 
\ then this 5 tO know that true gracc, 1s at the | —_— 
diſpoſe of thy Saviour ? Indeede, if thou | race aChap- 
didſt ſtand in neede of a thing, which was | tc rex... 
wholly at Sathans difpoſe, thy caſe was ter- 
[rible ; but now for thy comfort, conſider, 
that as thou canſt not be faved without 
grace, fo this true ſaving grace is at the dif 
| poſe of Chriſt Zeſus, who 1s the moſt excel-; 
knt Chapman that ever was knowne, or 
heard of,Conſider the reafons of the poynt : ! 
He is a Chapman of a moſt ſweet diſpoſiti- | 
on 3 He is very well ſtored, with all kinde | 
of precious , and heavenly treaſures ; and! 
He is no reſpeRer of perſons; Ke thinketh 
[never 2 whit the worſe cf thee, for thy po- 
vertte ; nay, He efteemeth ſo much better of } 
' thee, becaufe theu art fenſiblke of thy 4ptri- j 
\tuall penurie ; and then, how freely doth | 
He part with his commodities ? How | 
cheape doth he {ell , to fach as are truly | 
humbled > He fequireth nothing of thee, | 
but what thon mayeſt well ſpare ; He wall | 
eive thee beautic, for aſhes ; robes , for : 
Tags; onely fell all thy finnes,and part with: 
thy luſts, (that otherwiſe would keepe thee | - i 
ont of heaven ) and afjure thy felte then, He #:: 
will never breake with thee for price, | | {F3$ 
though thou haſt neither money, nor mo»! .. | FB 
ney-worth, yethe will beſtow this excel } | $3; 
lent commoditic upon thee, and defircth | 7H, 
; onely to finde thee emptie, and hungry : | 


| 
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doe but hunger and thirſt after it, and it is | 
| 2 thine | Er | 
erred CS Fi 

# 
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a4. Vc 
| Exhortation 
and DirE&1- 
on to vct 
oracc for 
our ſelves, 


| 


_ ee erect 


thine owne. And therefore all you that 
teele any want of true ſaving grace, goe to 
Chriſt tor 1t ; and afſure your ſelves, you 
cannot be ſo readic to defireit, as he 1s to 
beſtow it; nor ſo forward to aske, as he 
1s to give, Mar, 7. 7. eAke, and yee ſhall 
have ; ſecke , and you ſhall finde ; knocke, and 
it ſhall be opened. Nay , farther, he is fo 


| readic to heare thee, that he will prevent 


thy requeſt , and petitions. 1/a. 65. 24. 
Tt ſhall come to paſſe, that When they call, 1 
will anſwere ; and while they are yet fpeaking,l 
will heare. 'Doeſt thou ſee ( Lak, 15.) how 
readie the old may was tocloath the tatte- 
red Prodigall ? God is fo readie to helpe his 


refreſh his poore members. Yea, for thy 
farther comfort, conſider the fidelitie of this 


Chapman ; afſure thy felfe, he will not de- 


ceivethee, he cannot deny himſclfe ; thou 
mayelt fately repoſe thy confidence in him, 
for matter, and meaſure, and time ; aſſure 
thy ſelfe, he will deale kindly, and faith- 
fully with thee ; yea, he will never faile 
thee, nor forſake thee. This for Comfort, 
and Conſolation. 


and DireQtion, IF any lacke wiſedome , {et 
him aske it of God, fayth the Apoſtle, Jaw.1. 
5. ſofay1, Itany lacke true {aving grace, 
let him buy it of Chriſt; go to Chriſt tor 
grace at the firſt, yea, and goe to Chriſt for 


a farther increaſe of true grace ; fe thy 
want 


The purchaſe of Grace, C H av.X,| 


children : Chriſt is ſo readic to cloath and | 


Fourthly and laſtly, For Exhortation, 
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The purchaſe of Grace. | 
My 1 REN Kher 3 ©. : 
want of grace, Iabour to know the. worth | 
of grace, hunger and thirſt after. ir, fre- | 
quent the Ordinances, &c. and aflure thy | 
{clte, the God of all grace ſhall be with | 
[thee, But of this in the firſt uſe. But that 
which I eſpecially defire to preſſe ar this 
(preſent, is.to exhort , and dire, ſuch as } 
defire grace , not onely for themfclves, but 
{alſo even for others ; godly neighbours, 
that would have others religious, as well as 
| themſelves, ; godly maſters, and parents, 
that would put away iniquitic from ther 
tabernacles ; and defire to have ſaving grace. 
wrought in the hearts oftheir children, and 
ſervants, This was godly Toſuah's care, and 
| ptous reſolution , Joſh. 24, 15, 1, and my 
houſe, will ſerve the Lord. 

Now for Dire&ion to ſach as are thus 
graciouſly affeRted , and lovingly diſpoſed 
rowards others, 41n generall, I ay. Let 
ſuch conſider , that they muſt buy it of 
Chriſt, tor themſelves, and their families. 
| What they ſhould doc tor themſelves, I 
have alreadic ſhewed : and what they | ,,q 6. 
{hould doz for their families, I will now | hers. 
endeavour to manifeſt. Thus then, 

Firt, Inthe generall, you muſt havea| xy 
[care tobring them to the market. When | Dire&ion 
| ſome of your familic want new things, you ——_— 
; uſually take them to the market, that they | co the mar- 
may be fitted for the purpoſe. This 1s the _ ; 
 generall Dire&ion, bring them to the mar- 
ket, ſee-that thy children, and ſervants doe | | 
-Þ CON= | 2 | L 
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conſtantly frequent the Church aſſemblies] 
Iſa. 55. 1. Hee, every one that thirſteth, conf | 
ee to the waters. Doeſt thou thirſt after thc 
falvation of thy wite, or children, or fer- 
vants ? O then bring them to the waters, 
| pray carneſtly to God for them, but with- 
all, bring them to the publike Ordinance. 

It is the fafelt buying ! rxoag ( eyther for 
our ſelves, cr our families ) in the publike 
| Market place. Bring thy children, and ſer 
vants to Gods houf2, and Ordinances, Tt 
1s not enough, to be conſtantly there our 
ſelves, unlkfſe we bring our children, and 
ſervants with us. See upon what proofe 1 
| ſpeake it, Dent, 31. 11, 12. When all Tſra- 
& fhall ceme to appeare before the Lord thy 
| Goa, iz the place which be ſhall chooſe ; T hou 
ſhalt reade thes Law before all Iſt acl. Gather 
the people together, men, women, and children, 
| ard the ftrarger that 1s within thy gates, that 
| they may heare, and learne to feare the Lora 
| thy God, &c. So then this is the firſt thing 
in the generall ; doe not content thy ſ{ltc 
to come alone to Gods Ordinances, but alſo 
| bring thy children, and ſervants with thee : 
| for God will not fay unto thee, in that cafe, 
| as he did to Adam, Where art thaxe ? but as 
| unto (ain, Gen, 4. Where ts thy Brother ? 
| So, where is thy wite ? and where are thy 
| cluldren, and ſervants ? What make they 
abroad about fooliſh vanities, when they 
ſhould be preſent here in the Church aſſm- 
- | blies? When they ſhould be making —_ 
ets 
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kets for their ſoules > Command them to 
keepe the way of the Lord,as Abraham did, 
Gen. 18. 19. When thou commeſt our of 
thine owne houſe, with a purpoſe to goe to | 
Gods houſe, fay unto thy familie, as, ſa. 2. 
3. Come, let us'goe up to the houſe of the Lord, 
and he will teach us of his wayes, and we will 
walke in hs pathes, This 1s ſweet muſicke 1n 
the cares of God Alnuightie, when we thus | 
ſtirre up one another to Jovezand unto good | 
workes, Thus in the generall. | SN; 
| Secondly, Doe thy beſt endeavour, to | 2-P:refion 
ft ,and prepare them before they come to ma 
Gods publike Ordinances ; labonr to plow them before 
p the fallow ground of their hearts, Fer. 4. 3.| ©* 
When you have a purpoſ to take your chif- 
dren abroad to market, you cauſe them to | 
make preparation , and to put on faire | 
cloathes , and not to come abroad 1n na- | 
tie, or filthie apparcil, Doe fo in this cafs, 
helpe them to put on the wedding garment 
of dne preparation ; have a care to pray | 
with them, and for them, Thas Pax!, Ro.. 
10,1, Cy hearts defire, and prayer to God | 
*r Iſract ts, that they might be ſaved. Do? | 
thy beſt, to prepare; and tit then : tor, ac- | 
cording to the mcaſure of our. preparation, | 
{villbe (for the moſt part ) our profit, Oh 
tnerefore take paines with them in private, 
dy godly adviſe, and counſcll , catechift, | 
ind inftru&them, teach them before they : 
one to the market, how to lay out their 
20ney ; eſpecially, forger not to pray with ; 
K them, i, 
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| 
| 
| 


__ 


b 


—_ _—_ 84 "WE IHE 


w EE CAO 
—_ —_ — _ 


WI v F 1 
K, + Ag? Ma 
n -__ X - w # ; R 


| 145 | The purchaſe of Grace. Cuar Ix, 


EL: — 
| them; and tor them, that they may ſpeed | 
well; and profper in inaking holy markets 
| Si vhciofndkec 1007 ox er rw, 
-.Di-cfiz2 | © - Thirdly, bring: them along with thee ; 
preps eh \-apuct neither ſnd:them before, nor let them 
ef ber rr | Nay: bekihd thee 3 For, alas!{--children,and iſ 
fc away | youths; being feat to the market alone, will; 
ne | plapby tho way,and trifle away their time, || 
until the market be done. And theretore jill 
faith Dazed, P[atl. 42, 4. When I went withifl 
the multitade\, I led them to the Houſe of\il 
God, Not as the practiſe of ſome is, that] 
fay 3: well, T' will goc to Church, wike, 
make: hafte,” and come away ; ſhe ſtayeth 
a- great white, before ſhe be ready, and the|M 
| children and frvants as long atter her, that il 
the market is almoſt done, ere the whole ta-iil. 
mily come 11. No, thou ſhouldeſt rather | 
(hy; 1/4.2.3, Come, let us gornp to the honſe| 
«f the Lord, and labaur to fee, that thy chil- 
dren and ſervants may be ready, as foone as 
thy eif2 ; that they may fayunto thee ; as} 
| | OM! did to David; C V1.4 Irs, let 145 gre 
FRE rn to the Hywle of the Lord, Pſalm. 122. 
7 was ela# when they fatd wnto mee, lets 
| 
| 


FP OO ITY 


r0e #Þ to the houſe af the Lord : this did 
him good at heart, tobeefo excited and cx- 
horted! © - 
+ Di--F;o | Fourthly, See that they minde their buli- 
Scerthar  [nefſ2, and ply their markets, when they arc 
they ply (} d 8 R l 
6 bug. | COMEC : 1:t them not ſtand, and looke about 
nefſe , ap them, or laugh, or talke, as too many doc; 
a* gay fo fleepe, as ſome doe : have an eye to your 
þ | children 


—_ 


ti 


”—_k 


children, and fervants, while they are pre- 
ent in the Church aſſemblies, that their | 
cariage may bee fach, as becommer! c:oK, | 
that are 1n the ſpectall preſence of God Al | 
mighty. You know children are apt to 
trifis away their time, let ſlip the 5pportu- ; 
'nit1S of making their markets: Beſides, | 1 
they may ſoon2 come to have their purſes | 
picked, or be couſ:ned, and cheated of their | 


| [2 
mony : there is -that old Serpent, the De-| 4 


vill, that watcheth his © Dportuntty to d1ſ- 
xppoint them, and dur them a miſthiefe, | 
therefore ] fay, as, £216. 8. 18. Take heed | 
how you heare, | | 

| Fifthly,To make them the more careful, | 5.Direfiion 
and warie, you mn{t conſtantly examine Ex2n* 


them when 


doe you not rngerſtaud this Parable ? Hyw 
then ſhall you underſtand all Parabies? Anti 
chap. 8.21. How 7 it that Jou nnierſtant 


t2m, (when they come nome,) what mar- rmhey come | | "Iz; 
\cts they have made, and how they have a= <> hg 31? 
11d ont their money : this after reckoning, | thee bye | Ah 
will make them dilizent, and he2dfall, So 4. | 8 
hen they come from the Church, the mar- ! | FH 
ct of their foules, examine thein whar | F., 
inecy have [karned, and what they remem- | | Mt 
>r, Encouraging them, 1f they doe well, | wk 
and ithew care, and diltgence ; but bla-: | 
mng, and reprovins them, it they beg | FU 
careleſſe. Thus was the praQtiiz of our $2 nl. 
viour, Mark, 4.13. Perceive you not, or | TER 
| 


. 
es Ns "ak. 
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"9 ?. And how often doth hee aske them 2 a. 
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withall, you a muſt whet upon them, inp Pri= 
F vate, that which hath beene taught 1a the 
-publike miniſtery of the Word,Dear.6.6,7. 
Theſe words which [ command thee, fhaic bee 
| i thy heart, and thou ſhalt teach them duti-\ 
gently to thy chilaren,and ſhalt talke of them, 
when thon lyeſt downe, aud when thou riſe 
| 8p: preſF it upon them by private 1aſtru-| 
Rion, teach them how to uſe their markets > | 
| when they come home, how to apply this, 
and how to make uſe of that particular, for 'l 
their owne good, And thus have I briefe- 
| 1Iy ſhewed how we may kclp- our children 
| | and ſervants, to bargaiaz with ChriF, for 
true ſaving grace. 


—_—— 
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A | 6. Dirci9 Sixthly and hitly, Be tire thou accom-| il 
uy [ _ y; "s pany all the reſt of ay proccuings, with; : 
MY | blefing up- | humble, earneſt, and ncartic prayer unto! ' 
 {onche'bar-| Go, for his blefing upon their endea-| | 
28 | Yours, for Paul planterh, and Ayollo watc- } 
| reth, bar Goa giveth the ares, {aith the [ 
Apoille, 1 1 Cor. : 1.6. Godaopened the heart of (i / 
| | Lydia, that fe attended to thoſe things that Q(: 
| : | were [poker by Paul, Acts 16, 24, Goeto: [ 
| | God by prayer therefore, before thou goei|fſ 
| | with thy tamilic to the market of thi cir il; 
| | foules, and beſeech him to make good his! | 


| | Ciſe thine heart, and the heart of thy feed, rol 


t 
|  promit2 to thee, Der, 30, 6. [c. tocircum- i 1 
c 
| love the Lord thy Gad, It is not amitf, toll : 


' | imitate old facher [aco5 , when he ſent his t 
| deareſt Ber jamin into Zg1Þt, (becauſe cilc | 
I | they mult not ſe the {Nans face, 2xcept their | 


| - ' rothcr, | 
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trother b2e with them) fe Low the ho- 
ly Text reporteth 1t, in ey, 4'. 11.13, 14. 
if it muſt be ſo vow, thus doe, take the bet | 
| fours of che land, in yours hands ; andvring 
the man a preſent, &c, yea, Ver. 13. Take | 
alſo your brother, and ariſe, aud poe unto the 
max, and {22 what followeth, ver, 1 4, And 
| God eTimighty, fhew you mercy before the | 
man, thar he may fend away your ether bro-' 
' ther, and Bezjamin, Here was, firſt the uſe 
of all honeſt lawfall endeav ours, and then 
prayer unto God for his bleſſing upon their | 
| journey ;z the old man had more 2confidence 
1n his prayers, then his preſents. So when 
we have given our children, and ſzrvants 


| 


ever conclude all with prayer to God for 
is blefting, for He # that Father of lights, 
from whom commet! ev2ry good, aud perfets 
gift, Tears, 1.17, Yea, of him, and rhraugh 
him, and from kim,ave all things, to him bee 
—_— and glory, now, ani forever 2 it 1s 
'the concluſion of the Apoſtle, Row.1 1.36, 
| Thus througn the ood hand of God UDO 
'me, I haye *nil hed this point, \ wherein I 
have ihewed ; That all that would have 
true ſaving grace, mult buy it of Chrift. 
1n handling of which point, I haye ſhew- 
@«; Why wee muſt doe i it, and how wee 
muſt doe it, and alſo how much they - 
too blame that doe it not; and laſtly, I 

2 ſhewed ſome ſew directions , how 
wee may, not onel;/Taake this oolden pur- 


i. 


the beſt direRtion that wes are able, let us 


—— 
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| fuch as are committed unto our charge. 
| Now my humble and heartie requeſt is, || 
| ro the God of all grace, for his bleſſing up- 
| on theſe unworthy labours ; And that as | 
| the paines,through Gods aſſiſtance, have 


—— 


| WINE: - —_ wo £ 
| | chaſe our {clves, but alſo diret, and aſlift 
| 


— 
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| beene mine: fo the profit, and comfort ji 
| 


| of them may redound unto Gods 
| people; and all glory 
to God, 
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A Treatiſe, ſhewing the exceed. * 
lency of Timeſpenti in ch duties of |} 433% 
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God's ſolemne worſhip and ſervice. * |} 


| 


| VIZ. Word,and 


7 DAcraments. 


The i and urilitie of ſeaſonable, con- 


ſtant, and abundant exerciſing thoſe duties, wi th 


|  Motives, and Directions about the 
rich performance of them, 


| Laſtly, the chietc uſurpers and miſpenders of pre- 


| Cious time are ditcovered ; with apt iemcdies 1 
| aguntt cach of 'them. ' 
Ps4.84.1. How amable aye thy Tabernacles,d Io d of Hog $52] 
V ERSE 4. Bleſſed are they that dwell in thine Houſe, 8c. | 
| Ps 4. 26.8, Ihave loud the habitation of thine Houſe, &c. 

| 
q 
By William Harriſon, Mr. of Arts, and Miniſter | 
' of the Goſpell at Canmicke neare Lincolne. 
| 
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| Plalme 84. 10. 
For 4 day in thy Courts is better they 4 


thouſand. 1 


| | 
 ERBa2F His Pllme, (belides the Title | 
i of 1t) confilteth eſpecially of Diuifiow 
\1.An emphaticall = RE] 
| ration,or Propotiti-. 

ON . from ver, I. to. 
cad S. 
The Pfalmiſts car- | 
elt petition ; from | 
ver. 8. tothe lalt. |} 
The Perorat1on, or 
| apt concluſion ; 1n | 
L thelatvarſs, | 
| In the firſt part, the Pſalmiſt doth 
emphatically depainte, or ſt out theſe | 
three particulars. 
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| The beſt ſpent time. CH AP,] 
£5 8 Ct. Thebcautie of Goa: 
| | Tabernacle, his Houſe, MW7 


— 


and Ordinances, »v. x, 

j 2. The Prophets car-c 

| neſt and ardent aff:4i-\Mrc 
d on to them, ver, 2, - |: 
| 


? 3. Adeſcription of tle 
| happie eſtate of fach|M 
as lad liberty to fre- 

y” them ; {et out in 
undry particulars ; to 
1 4 ver, 8. w 


2. W: have the Pſalmiſt's earneſt requeſt, 
in the 8. and 9g. verſs. 
1. Darkely and implicitely propounded, 
| 2, Profecuted and enforced by ſundry 
{arguments ; ſpecially 1n the tenth and 
[Eicycnth verics.' | 
| This verſe, whereof the words that 1 
{have rea. are a portion, doth containe two| 
ſpeciall argumznts, whereby D 424d enfor- 
'ceth his carneſt deirc,ts enjoy the liberty of 
Gods Courts, and Tabernacles, : 

1. Is drawne from the worth and excel- 
lency of the time ſo ſpent, 11 the wotds of] 
j Our Text, 

For a day in thy Conrts, 1 better than a 
tmouſand, 

2, From thediznity of the perſons,that 
fo ſcad their time. The meaneſt office! 
| rurezis better than the higheſt employment 
jotner where : evea th2 place of a doore 


———.. 
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Mi-eper there, i better than to dwelt in the | 
W7ents of wickeaveſſe. 45 
'M So that the words which I have read, do | rhe Coke- 
MWcontaine in them an argument or ſpecial] prenee- 
reaſon, why David longed fo much after | 
the Courts uf God. = 

And the argument 1s drawne a Compa- 
WM tz, by comparing time ſpent in Gods fer- | 
rice, with time ſpent otherwiſe : there is a | 
broad difference, a thouſand to one. So thar | 
if you aske David, why his ſoule longed fo | 
WW fre for Cods Courts? He anſwereth ; be- | 
Wu, 4 day tn Goas ( onrrs 75 berter thana | 
Wl :o/and F | 
Belore we come to receive that inſtruRi-! 
on which the words aftoard us, it 1s necet-. 
'fary for mee to unfold the meaning of the 


MW words. And herem there is no great difft- ; 
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cutie, tut only for me to ſhew you, what is | 


meant by the (onrrs of God in this place. 
& then, by the Comrrs of God Datid doth | 
not meane the outward fabricke, or frame j 
cf Gods Courts, but hee hath fpeciall re- | 
le& to the duyies of Gods worthip and | 
frvice, and the exerciſes of religion pers 
tormed there by Gods people. So that we 
may conceive Devids meaning, as 1t kee 
had ſpoken more largely thus; O Lord of | 
| Hoſts, Iam now a banithed man, debarred 
of the liberty of thine Eouſe and ordinar- 
Ces, I cannot joyne with thy people, in the 
duties of thy publike worrhip, nor ferve} 
[the in the beaxtie ef Lotineſſe, Q Lord 1 
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lemne worihip and ſervice, zs better thei a 
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{=e, P/al.119.97. O vow TI love thy Law! tn 


| not only in the morning,but even at noone, | 
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pray thee reſtore me againe, for fo highly 
doe I prize all things appertaining to thy 
publike worſhip and fervice, that 1 thinks 
them onely happy, that have free liberty to! 
frequent them ; and therefore doe cnvie 
the very Sparrowes, which have more li- 
berty in this,then I have : and that fo much 
the rather, becauſe I value that time, which 
is ſpent in thy ſervice, before all other time | 
a thcuſand fold. This 1s the ſenſe, Let us 

now conſider of the Doctrine, viz. This : 
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That time ſpeat in Gods ſervice, is abſolute- | 
ly, and 1ncomparably: the beſt ſpent time, 
Even 4 4ay fvent 1n the duties of Gods fo- 


| 
| 
| 


, 


[ 


thouſand dayes {pent otherwils, 


Hereupon 1t 1s, that the Saints of God 
have ſpent fo much time in the duties of 
Gods worſhip, and fervice, and exerciſes of 
religion ; as in holy meditations, preach- 


ing, praying, hearing, CC. $TC1t 1Nn Cxam- 
ples. Let us begin with David, Oh bow 
great a part did be ſ>end 1n Gods fervice |: 


& my meditation continzally, Herenpon it is | 
that hee beginneth the day with prayer, 
Pſal.5.%. Early tathe morning will { aurett 
my prayer unto thee, and will lnoke mp ; Yea, | 


and night too, Pſatim.55.17, Evening, ana 
morning, and at noove will pray, and Cry A- | 
lowd : ye1, and this not for a fit,or ſourt on- 
ly, but contantly, even every day,Pſ. 145+! 

Every \ 
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Every day will T praiſe thee, and bleſſe thy 
ame for ever and ever : yea, as if this were 
too little, he would be at this worke ſeven | 
times Ina day upon occaſion, according to 
that we-reade, P/al: 119. 164. Seven times 
4 day doe Tpraiſe thee, becauſe of thy righte-=| _ | 
MW 05 judgements ; beſides this, as 1f the day | | 
were too little, he would ſometimes bor- | 
{row ſome part of the night for this pur- | 
pole, O. Lord, cry inthe day time, but thou 
beareft mot ;, and in the night ſeaſon alſo | an 
xt fitevs. He would, upon occafion, ſpend 
night and day in theſe holy courles, yea,and 
3s if all this was not yet enough, he would | WE: 2 
ocat it againe at midnight, Pſalm, 119.62. ' i 
At midnight will 1 ariſe, to give thankes #- | 
to thee, becauſe of thy righteous judgements. | 
And why all this, but only to teach us thus 
| much, that time ſpent 1n Gods ſervice is ab- ; 
| folutely the beſt ſpent time , this appeareth | 
(by hits practiſe) tobe his opinion. Here- 
/ upon 1t 1s, that Daniel ſpent ſo much time | » azic7. | 
in prayer, and thankſgiving ; and that not 
onely in time of ſafety, but alſo in time of | 
apparent hazzard,Day.6,10, When Danze! 
knew that the writing was (igned, 110 went into | 
his horſe, &c. and kneelea upon b5 hnees, | 
three times a day,and prayed,and gave thanks | 
before his God, as be did afore time, | | 
Where we ce, Firſt, That this was Da | 
ziel's praiſe 3; {c. to pray, and give thanks | 
to God three times a day,npon Its knees, tn ' 
| is chamber, with his windowes open to- | | 
| wards j 
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iwards Jeruſalem : this was his tifuall, and | 
conſtant pra&iſe heretofore, And Second-| 
ly, that he did ſo ſtill, as openly, and as fo- 
temnly, and as frequently, as he did before; 
notwithſtanding the danger of the Kings 
| Decree, And Thirdly, that he knew that 
the writifig was ſigned, and ſealed to this 
zrpoſe ; all which ſurely he would never 
an done; ifhe had not beene fully perſwa- 
ded of the ttuth of this Docrine, which 
| we have now in hand, /c, That Time ſpent 
in Gods tervice, is abſulutely the beſt ſpent 
| me TEE OT 
Mary Mta2- | Thirdly, This apveareth by the practiſe 
Gilea, | of Alary Magdnen, cr Siſter of Martha, 
whereot we mav read, L»k, 10.39,40,41, 
42. Where wee (ce, that notwithſtanding 
her' great tove to oar Saviour, andthe de- 
fire tint ſhe had to give Hirh the belt enter- 
| fainement, the cculd ; yet ſhe layeth all o- 
ner butinellgs' affde, and S5rerh her downe | 
- fat ovr Savionrs feete, 19 keare his worde, 
 frth rhe Text, ver.z9, Inthe time Afaribe | 
| was very tuſie, to prepare entertatnement 
tor our Saviour, and thought her ſiſter 1n 
great fault, to leave her thus to ſerve alone, 
and world not pnt to her helping hand ; | 
| yea, ſhe thought her caſe good; that ſhe | 
eurit hercin appcale to our blefſed Saviour, ! 
Fer. 40, Lerd, daefFtb' u nat care, that my | 
Juicer bath left mee to [erve alone ? bid hit | 
that ſhe helve me, (3. e.) Is it not ah unrea- | 


{ ſonable thing, that I ſhould doe all, and ſhe | 
| {1t 
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{t here at thy feete, and doe nothin 22 yea, 
ind if the have nc more love. bit te "5145 me. 
to all this, yuh I wonder, that then hatt eo | 
more care, but ſaffer hr fo tely to ſpent | 
her time, when I have io great nee of er | 
Bye : Lord, 31d her thcrefore that fre helge | 
Sub Juice liz eſt, Now fe onr Sav i= 
hs anſwer, and obferve tus ſentence, VET, 
a1, 42, CHeartna, Hntha, ties cnreft and 
itt trowbled about many things « Pr one! 
hg ? 15 Feedrull, Alary hb, 21% choſen 5 nord. 
wt, which Fall not bee taben fr m her, | 
Vhere wee may ſze, I, "That £32257 ſhith 
nothing, our Saviour himfzlfe apologizeth | 
(or hers 2, That heeblameth Afarths, for 
00 MUCN Care, Cven 1A ſo 200d a works, as | 
tt was, ſe. to give entertauement to our 
fied Saviour. 3. That hee'doth direAMly 
attne the godly practice of ary, in ta- 
ing that opportunity to heare his Word ; 
al it that was the only 02 thing hi ll. 
Vaich doth plainely evince, /e. that even | 
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n the Judgement of our Saviour + Time 
vent in Gods ſervice, in hearing, c. 1s 
he beſt ſpent time /and :obe pretcrred farre | 
xfore any other rims whatſoever, | 


nes, in praying, and px2iching iron all 
cai:ons. Obſ-rve tit { 126 ot hi to 
ns purpoſe, Xomz,15.19. Sorrb at (1052 le 
us .len, ana ro: avert 1-to thy: "7:9, 4 


ave fully preached the Go/peilof C brif 
oe P yea, 
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In this regard 1.» it was, That hf P azed | Pauls 
ent fo much tinie, and © 0ke {- wich | $6 
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yea, he was content to ſpend his dearelt life 
in this cauſe, e47s 20.24. Iy life 15 not 
| | deare wnto me, that [ may finth my Curſe 
| with joy, and falfill the Mimſtery, that | 
| have yeceived of the Lord Jeſus; to zeftifi 
the Goſpe'l of the prace of God: yea, ani 
when he was preaching upon occai.on, be. 
Hs. ing to depart on the morrow, He coxtrunei 
his ſpeech untill midnight, faith the Text, 
Aft 20, 7. Hereupon alſo was that godly 
reſolution of tlic Apoltles, [mt we will 88% 
 oar felves continually ro prayer, end t9 the 
»iniftery of the Word, Atts 6, 4. (ancxcel. 
| lent patterne for all faithful Miniſters,) Andi 
why all this, but only ro teſtifte the truth off 
| | this Do&rine, which wee have in hand, 
namely, that of all other, tat 15 the bill: 
His ſpent time, that is ſpent in Gods ſervice. 
Laftly|- our Laſtly, To this purpoſe obferve the pri 
\roownk far iſe of our bleſſed Saviour Chref? 7e/11 
mY it appeareth by his daily practiſe, that lt 
was of this opinion. Hereupon it is that 
he ſpent ſo much time in preaching, pray- 
-j1ng, and ſuch like exerciſes of religion; 
nay, his whole life was nothing cl but 
reall and exact practiſe of piety : after he: 
had takenupon him his propheticall office, =. 
ſee with what unwearied induſtry hee pro-fll 
ceeded this way ; lets went about, teact:- 
ng, and preaching the Co [ pell 0 f the king 
dome, axd healing every pckneſſe, and eve) 
aiſeaſe among the people, faith the Evang© 
| liſt, ſarth, 9.35. Hee went about doing 


| | good 
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good continually this way : ſee what hw 
could fay of himclfe, I ever ranght im the | 


daily wath you, teaching in the Temple, Mat, | 
16.55. Yea, to this purpol: it is, that wee 
reade, Luk,6,12, That be continucd all night 
in prayer to God: and afterwards upon oc- 
Maſon, wee read that hee ſpent three whole | 
MWiayes together in prayer, and preaching,ac- 
Wcording to that we finde, Mar. 8.2. Ihave| 
Wcompaſion npon the multitude, becauſe they 
Whave now beene with me three dayer, 4c, © | 
We may obſerve, 1, That the multitude | 
tad now beene with our Saviour 3 dayes | 
tozether, to heare him preach, 2, They 
muſt needs ſpend ſome time alſo in going | 
nd comming to this end. 4. That hee | 


her worke a miracle in feeding them, then 
lufer them to fainte by the way, &c, So 
that by the praQtiſe of cur Saviour it appea- 
reth evidently, that time ſpent in Gods | 
ſervice, 1s abſolutely the belt ſpent time, | 


Smmagognes, Toh. 18. 20, And againe, 7ſate | 


lad compaſſion upon them, and would ra- | 
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Containing the Reaſors of the point. ſc 
L | ith : 
i \ GS Ow the reafon - the point is} 
, | q&<&8JR. cſpccaally three-tolde. ; 
Ci Reaſ07, - YbhS> JJ Þ- | / 
a \ I. Inregardof God. ( 
| 2. In reſpe& of our ſlves, 
: 3. In regard of others, 
{1a refheX | Inregardof God, Time ſpent in hs fer- Mc 
i * | vice, muſt needs be the beſt ſpent, 1. Be 
1 <, TVayes. | cauſe it is ſpent; with Him; 2, To Him, 
1: 18h For Him, + \ 
| is 


> fpent | ſhent, becauſe it is ſpent with God, Wer 
account [that time well ſpent, that is ſpent 
| with our deareſt friends ; that time 1s very 
pleaſintand delizhttull tous : now God is 
| onr beſt friend, and therefors time ſpent 
| with hym, mult reds bee the beſt ſpent, 
| Now that God 1s with his ſervants thus bu- 
| fied, obſerve nt, Ifatth, 18.20. For where 
| | *wo, or three are gathered together, 78 m) 
| | Name, ther? a1 {inthe midſt of them, OW 


| hapvie company, where C 1: himfilfeis fl 
j 3D fe midi 1 Thus heencourageth his Di{-| 

 ciples, when he Endeth them out to preach 

the Coſpell ; 21aiih. 28,20, Goe,and _ 

| As. 
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i} Nations, &c. teachtng them to obſerve 
il things, whatſoever I bave commanded 
18, and loe Iam with you alwayes, even 
unto the end of the world, Timeſpent in 
the ſpeciall preſence of Chri#F, mint needs 


knce of {ri (fo that a man may fry with | 
David, while he is ſo employed, Neverthe- 


Wiſe, I am continually with thee, Lord Pal. 


74,23. and therefore tame ſpent in Gods 


frvice, mult needs be the beſt ſpent. 


bee the beſt ſpent time : but time ſpent in | 
Gods ſervice, is ſpent in the ſpeciall pre- | 


I65 


| 


PA 


2, Becauſe time ſpent in Gods ſervice, is | 
ſent to God, that is, to his pleaſure, to his. 


contentment, he is marvellouſly delighted 
with it ; Jn theſe things 1 dulght, faith 
bod, er, 9. 24 And with ſuch ſacrifices 
God 75 wei! pleaſed: it is an excellent place 


tiznally : ind to doe o0od, ardto communnt- 
rate, forget not : as if hehad ſid ; doz not 
torget to ſpend your time in duties of pic- 
tie to God, and charity to men, for 7x w2rh 
ſuch ſacrifices God us well pleaſed, ſich the 


Apoſtle, It is time ſpent for Gods plea- 


ctw 


to this purpoſe, Heb. 13.15,16. By him let 
# offer the ſacrifices of praiſe to God con. | 


— 
To Gods 
picaitie, 


| ſure, ec. | 
| 3. Becauſe, Time ſpent in Gods fer 


ice 
s ſpent for God, that is, for his honour and | 
glory, which is the fapreame 2nd of all, 
[1 Cor, 10.31. Whether ye cate, or drinke, ar | 
| *:atſoever yee dee ( howſoever ye fpeni 


[your time) doe aft ro the glory of God: This | 
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is the chicfe end of our creation, 7/a. 43.7 
| For my glory have [ created him, faith the 
Lord, O come let us worſorp, and fall down, 
| and kneele before the Lordour Maker, ſaith 
the Pfalmiſt, P/al. 95, 6. O let us employ 
our time fo,as may be molt for Gods glory; 
now time ſpent in holy duties (in well do- 
{1ng,) isſpent to Gods glory, Herein is 

Father glersfied, that ye bring forth mach 
| frarr, faith vur Saviour, the more fruitful] 
we are in good duties, the more glory re-ſſ 
| dounds to God. This ſhould make us 46#x. | 


| rear. 7. dant inthe worke of the Lord, Hence 1s that 
| 


aft, ſpeech of our Saviour, Afarth. 5. 16, Let | 
| your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may 


> —_ w—o—_ pon, 


| [cc your good worker; (fpend much time in 
| Gods fervice, and become patternes for 
| | others) why ſo? Ard glorifie your Father\f. 
| | hich & in heaven; ( 4.e.) this doth much\ill | 
olorifie your heavenly Father. So, Phi/.1.\lfl 


11, The Apoſtle prayeth, that they mrght 


bee filled with the ſrmts of righteouſneſe; 


{and marke the reaſon, which are by Te(mf 


| : hriſt,to the glory and praiſe of God ; fo that! 
| 


time ſpent in Gods ſervice, is ſpent for his | 

glory. Now lay all theſe three together, and | 

they will make a ſtrong twine to confirme || 

this truth , like Se/omexs threefold cord, | 

Frchef: ; which 1s not calily broken, That time | 
' which is ſpent with Ge4,or in his preſence: 

HE 2. and to his pleafare, and delight : and | 
thirdly, for his glory, muſt needs bee the 
beit ſpent time; but ſo is all that time, that 
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is ſpent fincerely in Go D 5 ſervice; and 
herefore time ſpent in Gods ſervice, mult | 
| 1c2ds be the belt ſpent time, Thus 1n re- 
| ord of Gud. = " | 
Secondly conſider, 1t 1s the beſt inre-i | 
card of our ſelves. oF : 
© 2, Time ſpent in Golds ſervice,is the beſt | 2- Reaſon. 
WM cnt rime, in reſpec of our ſelves ; | oo Þa-ggn 
| 7. It is moſt for our credit. | lelves. 
WM 2. For our profit; | 

2. Forour pleaſfare, - 

4, For our comfort, in lik and death. — 

1. Time ſpent tn Gods f:rvice, is moſt 
{or cur credit, God will ever make good | 
11S promiſe, 1 Sam. 2.:0. Them thatho-| nr, | | 
"car med will honcgr + and they that aeſpiſe our ered, 3 
mo, [hall be {thtly effeemed, SEC what the = 
Holy Ghoſt ſaith, of thoſe Bocreans, (that | 
received the Word with all readinefF of NI 
mnde, and ſearched the Scriptures daily ) 


{ 


peare? /c. in their outward quality, tlicy | 
had this ſpirituall excellency, to regulate | 
their hearing by the Word ; In that 1e7 | 
received the Word with all readinr(ſſe of | 
| 

| 

j 

| 

—_ | 

| ACCOUNT. It was one of Sol9mons titles of | | 
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honour, to be called, The Preacher, one tha: 
ſpent mnch time in Gods ſervice, and in Ml | : 
teaching others, Eccleſ”. 1, Yea, and ke how ſl | 
David gloricth in'this, that he was Gods ſſl | 
ſervant, one that fpent much time in God; 
ſervice, T/al. 116, 16. O Lord, iruly } am 
thy ſervant : 7 am thy ſervant, and the ſon} 
of thy handmaid, Lo,a mans greateſt honour, 
/c. to bee Gods ſervant, to thew, that time 
ſpent in Cods ſervice, is the moſt for a mans. 
credit, and thereforc the beſt. | 

2, Time ſo ſpent aftordeth the moſt Find 


ſolid pleaſure ; all other pleaſures arc but 
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this; Tins will /arfofie a wans ale, as 
with marrow ans jalic,as David {3Carcs, 
| Seo what plcature Guds fervants have te- 
ken in this, / ftecped he words of bis month! 
i 77257 C SDERLGFEY oceſſary forde fauth Fob, Job 23. | 
| 12, © what olezfireand ſwectneſR did Tob: 
 finde inthe Word of Cods mouth ! it was 
Wecter and more pleatant 1n taſte, then tus 
| a2P03Nted or nacehlary foode ; Tt did him 
| more 5cood, then his incate and drinke. 
\ So kikewile, foe it in David, Oh how 1\ 
{ove ity law, 5: 5 my micdtation continual 
ly, fam, 119.97, How ſweet are thy words | 
#1119 wy taſte? ſweeter then honey unto my | 
2th; Ver, 103. So likewiſe to Jeremiah, | 
Chap. 13.16, Thy weras were fortid, and } | 
. 414 cate them : and how did they taſte ? 
| They were unto me the Very joy, and reoycing | 


| 7 2zy heart, faith the Prophet, Yea, fot} 


| 
| 
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| was to Parl, Rom.7.24. 7 delightin the Law 
| of God, accords:g to the inner man. But above | 
all , obſerve that ſpeech of our Saviour, | 
| 70h, 4. 34. There you ſhall finde, that our | 
Saviour at that time was hungry ans thar- | 
ſtie, and the Diſciples were gone fo the | 
City to buy meat2; n the meane tune, | 
commeth a womum to draw water, and |} 
| our Savionr tooke that opportunity to 1n- 
| 


| 
| 
| 


{truct her, and convert her to God, yea, | 
and was ſo frious in 1t, and fo much de- 
lighted with it, that vhen the Liſciples 
come with meate, they fay unto bir, A. 
eaie, Ver,z3. Sce what ne aniwereth,{ have 
| meate to eate, Which yee know not of, and then | 
| explaineth the meaning, Ferſe 34, My 
| mcate 2s to ave the will of Him that ſent mee, 
| aud fineſh his worke, To, this was his yery 
.meare, it did him more good, Hee found | 
more ſweetneſ in it, and  farre preterred | 
it before his meare and drinke, fo that (if | 
our mouth be not out of taſte) time ſpent | 
in Gods ſervice hath the moſt pleaſure 1n it, 
and therefore, in that regard , is the belt 
| ſpent time. 

Thirdly, Time ſpent in Gods fervice 1s | 
the moſt tull of profit, every way, both for 
body and fſoule, Goalineſſe z5 profitable unto 
all things, faith the Apoſtle, ( i Tim,4.8.) 


| 


alſo of that to come, This 1s the good andthe 
| right way, as Samnel callcth it, 1 Sams, 12. 


| having the promiſe of the life that noW ts, and | 
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24, It 1s that one thing nceafull, as our Savi- 
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the only thing, the very boone that David 
would begge at Gods hands, Pſ/alm.27.4, 
One thing have I aleſired of the Lord, that I 
will ſecke after, But one thing Dama ? are. | 
ly it is ſome rare thing, ſome extraordinary 
profitable matter, What 1s it ? That 1 may 

dwell in the houſe of the Lord, all the dayes of 
| my life, and behold the beantie of the Lord, 
| and to enquire in his Temple. Tins 1s Da- 
| vids one thing, /c. that hee might ſpend all | 


8 the greateſt part of his life in Gods ſerv ice ; 
ll | he knew the benefit, and the profit of it, 
| | He might well fay then, as, P/a/m. 23. 6. 
| | Strel gooaneſſe and mercy ſhall fellow me all 
g the aayes of my life, Time ſpent in Gods 


| (Fvice, is the only way to procure ſafety 
and profit,both for body and fſoule, 1; There 
is afety in this courſe, even when their ſec- | 
And ffe for, Meth to be moſt danger, Hee that /ooſerh his | 
0 Y. 
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jd | to this purpoſe,is,that we have,Exo. 34.24. 
Wo Where the Lord enjoyneth that all the 
n ( Males ſhowld appeare before him thriſe in 


| the yeare at Jeruſalem, (as if all the Males in 
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before God at London) Now whereas a man | 


would think that thts was very dangerous, 
in regard of invaſion from their cruell 
neighbours, that might take the opportuni- | 
ty to ſet upon their borders, in the abſence | 
of all the Males : Now mark what the Lord | 
promiſetn in that caſe, No man ſhall acfire 
thy land: ſuch an envious, covetous, ma- | 


licious thought, ſhall not once enter in- | 


to their heart, as tothinke, Now we have 
a fit opportunity to invade 1/rac/. So the | 


equity of this promiſe remaineth (till: Time | 


ſiacerely ſpent in Gods ſervice, bringeth | 
alety with it; or, if any danger, or out- | 
ward hurt come, in this caſe, God will dif- | 
poſe it for our good. Rather then Dame! 
{ſhall looſke- by his time ſpent 1n Gods ſer- 
vice, the Lord will keepe him in fafety in 
the Lions denne, and fend his Angels to | 
ſhut the Lions mouthes, that they may not | 
hurt him, as wee ſee, Pan. 6, Marke that | 
ſpcech of the King to him, Perſe 20, O; 
Danmel, ſervant of the living God, 1s thy 
God (whom thog ſerveſt continually) able te | 
dclivey thee from the Lsons ? Is there fafety | 
in the ſervice af thy God ? Sec how Da- | 
viel anſwereth, according to theevent of : 
it, Ver, 22, My God hath ſent his eAngell, | 
and ſput the Lions monthes, that they have not 


Gods ſervice. So Damel 3, What danger | 
were the three noble Tewes in ? But ſe howw | 


God made good that promik, (1/a, 43.2.) | 


The beſt ſpent Time, 1 
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When thou paſſeſt thragrh the waters, 7 will be | 
with thee, &Cc, when thou wal keF? through the 
fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the 
flame kindle upon thee. Our God whom we 
ſerve 15 able to deliver us ſay they,Dan. 3.17. 
and the event ſhewed as much, Yer.25. ſaith 
the King, 7 ſee foure men walking in the 
midſt, and they have no hart, and the forae 
of the fourth, is like the Sonne of God, God 
is able to keepe the fire from hurting (if he 
pleaſe) even thoſe that walke in the midft 
of it. And mark what is faid of theſe men, 
Verſe 27. That they were ſuch, upon whoſe 
bodies the fire had no power, nor was an haire 
of their head (inged, neither were their coates 
changed, nor the ſmell of fire had paſſed on 
them, Oh admirable fruit of faith ! Oh. 
ſtrange effe&s of picty 1 who would not 
 confes, that time ſpent 1n Gods ſervice,is the 
| beſt ſpent time, when he ſeeth and cunfide- 
reth that there is ſach admirable profit and | 
faggty init? Nay, he that doth conſciona- 
bly ſpend time in Gods fervice, may be fare 
{ he /Þall want nothing that 6 good , Pal 34.10. 
| So that ſuch a man may boldly fay with 
| Davia, Pſalm. 23, 1. The Lord i my Shcp- 
beard, I ſhall not want. The orcatelt Mo- 
| narch under heaven (without picty) can- 
| not fay ſo much; yea, Bleſſed is the man 
that feareth the Lord; (and ſpendeth much 
| t1mC in his ſervice) for riches ard plentiozſ- | 
neſſe ſhall be in his hauſe, if God ſe it to be 

good for him, P/a/. 112, 1,2, Thus for the | 
body. Then |} 
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| bee, which thou haSt provided ? And this IS 


| time in Gods ſervice, Shall never periſh,but 


rage time in Gods ſervice, doth follow 


| ary, chooſeth the better part, whnch ſhall 


| And, 1wull make an everlaſting covenant with | 


| What hope hath the Hypocrite, though hee hath 
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i The beſt ſpent Time, 
| Then for the ſoule, Hee that ſpendeth 


have everlaſting life, Joh. 3.16, Yea, hee that 


the advite of onr Saviour, Jeh.6.27. {c. To 
labour for that meate that periſherh not, but 
enaureth unto everlaſting life ; and with 
never be taken from bim, Luk.10.42. Yea, 
this is chieiely, and eſpecially benenciall for 
the ſoule, See anexcellent promuſe to this 
purpoſ2, 1/4. 55.3. Encline your care, and 
come unto me, heare, and your ſoule ſhall lvoe, 


or, even the ſure mercies of David, Ver. 4. 
This 1s the maine thing to be regarded, in | 
point of profit, For What i a man profited, 
if he fhall gaine the whole world, and looſe hu 
owne feonle ? faith our Saviour, Marth, 16. 
26, Sce an cxperiment of this,in that rich 
man, £xk, 12, 19, 29, that had goods laid 
up for many yeares, bur could not eure 
his ſoule, no, not for a night, but God faid 
unto him, thor foole,thus might ſhall they fetch 
away thy ſoule, and then whoſe ſhall theſe goods | 


the caſ2 of every man, that ſpendeth his 
time to get riches, inſtcad of Gods fervice, 
Ver. 21, $0 t every cone thas gatherethriches 
for him{elfe, and ts not rich towards God; For, 


gained, when God ſhall fetch away his ſoule * 
Tob 27. 8. When fuch are ready to cal to 
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4 
Moſt full 


| in life and 
death, &c. 


Al ofcomfort 


| 


| 


(| 


the monentasnes to fall upon them, and the tsll; 
£0 cover them, from the preſence of the Lambe, 
 Revel, 6.16. Thew ſhall the godly lift up their 
{ Heads with joy, becauſe their redemption draws- 
teth meh, So that by this it appeareth 
evidently, that time ſpent in Gods ſervice 


| hath the moſt profit in it every way, both 
| 


tweene time ſpent in Gods krvice, and in 
| the negled of 1t ! Give mee leave to con- 
| clude this branch of the Reaſon, wirh that 
{ excellent place, 1n 7/2. 65. 13, 14. Thus 
| ſasth the Lord, Behold ! my ſervant ſhall 
eate, and yee ſhall bee hungry ; behold! my 
ſervant ſhall arinke, but yee ſhall be thirſty ; 
behold 1 my fervant ſhall rezoyce, but yee 
forall bee aſhamed, Verſe foureteene behold ! 
| my ſervant ſhall ſing for joy of heart", 
| awd yee ſhall cry for ſarrow of heart, and 
| ſhall howle for vexation of ſpirit, rc. A 
 fweete cordiall for GoDÞ s ſervants ; but 
terrible to the wicked, that neglect his ſer 
VICE, 

 Fourthly, and laſtly, I told you, that 
time ſpent 1n Gods ſervice, hath the moſt 
comfort in it; the very time it cle, fo ſpent, 
is full of comfort, the very joy and -rejoy- 


ct tt. 


I "IS 


will afford us comfort at our death, and at 
the dayof judgment. 1. For our death bed 


nothing will afford us fo much comforr 


then,as this,if a man can fay with the Apo- 
 {tle, 2 Cor. 1,13, Orr rgogang «this, the 


T cſtwno- 


i. Ah... 


| for body, and ſoule. Oh the differencebe- 


 cing of a mans heart, But cſpecially this 


The beſt ſpent Time, Cuay.1l. 
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The beſt ſpent Time, | 
Teſtimony of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity, 
| and godly fincerity, not with fleſhly wiſedome, 
but by the grace of God we have had our con- 
verſation in the world ; Time ſincerely ſpent 
in Gods fervice,wil afſire a man,that when 
he dyeth, he ſhall goe to heaven, 2 Cor. 5.1, 
| Wee know that if this earthly houſe of this ta- 
| bernacle ſhall be diſſolved, we have a building 
of God, nor made with bands, cternall in the 
| heavens, Three ſingular examples I will 
give you fur this. 1. That of: Hezekzah, = 
1/a.38.%. When the Prophet greeteth him [ 
| 


| 


_— 


with that heavie tydings, ſfaying,. pat thy | 
houſe in order, for thow fon dye, and not live, [ 
Vhat was it that did afford him-comfort, | | 
{11 that caſe? That you ſhall ke, was the | 


conſideration of his well ſpent time. .Re- 
| member, Lord, I beſeech thee, how I have wal- [ 
| ked before thee in truth, and with a perfett | 
| heart, and have done that which ts £004 1n thy 
figbt. Lo, the chicte-greund of comfort in 
death, is the conſctence of a well led lite. 
So that of the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 4.7, 8. For | 
1 am now ready to be offered, and the time of | 
| 227 departure #5 at hand,ſaith the Apoltle,v.6. | 
Now fe, what it was that did afford him 
comfort in that caſe. Surely, conſiderati- | 
on of rhe right and religious ſpending of 
his time.. 1have fought 4 good fight, I have 
finiſhed my courſe,L have kept the fasth ; hence- | 
forth there is laid up for me a crowne of righ- | 
teouſaeſſe., Hee that would have the like 


comfort in his death, muſt have a care to 
| 3 | ſpend! 
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| The beſt ſpent Time. Cnae. Il. 


ſpend much time in Gods fervice in his life 
time. Oh, /er me aye the death of the righte- 
ors, faith wicked Baalam, and ler my laſt end 
be &ke bs ; he meancth 1n regard of ſweet- 
| neſſe,and comfort, Num. 23.10. This is the 
defire of many. Now the way to obtaine 
this, lis to live the lite of the Righteous, 
This appeareth laſtly, by the example of our 
bleſſed Saviour, when hee had finithed his 
courſe, how {weetely doth hee conclude ? 
| Torn 17.4,5. T have glorified thee on the 
earth, f have fini/bed the worke wich thou ga- 
veſt me to ave ; (:c,) I have ſpent my whole 
life in thy ſervice, 1t hath beene my meare 
to doe the will of [ce wy bravently Father : 
ez, Kc theſveet iruit of this ; eAnd How, 
6 Father, alorifie iho« ne with thine own ſelfe, 
w#th the glory whic' T had with thee before the 
world was, See here the way to have hope, 
and comfort 1g death. Hee that would 
have glory with God in heaven ; mult 21o- 
rife God here on earth, Hez that would 
be aſſured, that he ſhall ſpzad his time with 
God in heaven, in eternall glory ; muſt 


in heaven. And thus you fe alto, that time 
ſpent in Gods ſtrvice, 1s the belt, not oncly 


| inregard of God, but alſo in reſpe& of our 


ſelves. _- 


| Thirdly, and laſtly, T told you, that time 


ſpent in Gods frvice,is beſt ſpent, in regard 
of others : it redoundeth not only to Gods 


firſt ſpend his time in Gods ſervice here on | 
| earth. Grace onearth, 1s the way to glory 


| 


glory, 


| 


| 
I 
z 
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alcry, and our owne 2 ood, but it alſo ex- hereby wee | 
-aderh ro the good of othiers, eſpecially, may doc 
thoſe rhat are 1n any kind of diltreſſe, Time Wo 
peat in Gods ſervice, 1s the beft way, both | 
to prevent danger, and to removeit. Con- 
ider the danger and miſzry of GoD s | 
Church, both at home and abroad : dan- 1 
cer of fimine, dauger of ſword, danger of ' 
peXilence : Now what better remedy to | 
DreVeEnt the: dangers, then time ſpent in | 
Gods {-rvice, in prayer, and falting, &C? 
- this in the practi of the Nirivires, 1o-| 
The The danger was grcat, tor, Ter for-| 
we re dayes and N CE. j7, 24] ' be deſtroyed, ſaith | 
ne Lord, ter. 4. Well, tee how they pre-. PO 
vented this Fearcfull Janger's : How did 
Cy ſ>end tne ir time? That yer may ſep | 
5.6. The) y Hlicues God, are Fa claimed: 
wy as pet 971 ſerckglo; bh, fremithe greateſt | | | 
| them, to thi - leaſt of them z Yea, and wor Fd 
228 tothe Ki 110 bimſeife, ho aroſe from 1 
Thronegand layd 1146 Rob * from hing,and (ate 111 -1 
fiſhes ; and made proclamation ty broughout the | | 
Citte,? that actiher 34171, 7107 bf "hg ar take | —+ 
water, nor taſte ary fooie, but bee cor cred; FE 
with ſackcloth, ani cry mightily 2nto God, 
Ac. Who can tell whethzr God will turac,and 
repent, Cc, inet wee periſhnot (1. e.) it : 
ny thing will prevent our Jeſtru Hon ; 
this will do2 it. Now foe the ex ent; 
{er. 10. eAnd Got ſaw their morkes, Fc. 
He faw how they ſpent their tine, we God 


y-pented of the poet chat he bad {aid, that he | 


1 woald _ 4 
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ſelfe, 


| Threetfold 
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| would dee unto them, and he did'it not : fo that 
| time ſpent in Gods ſervice, 1s the beſt Way 
| to prevent danger, Yea, and ſecondly, It 
is the beſt way alſo to remove 1t ; oh the 
| miſcries of Gods people in Germany,and jn 
this land alſo, ſome by famine, fome by pe- 
ſtilence; our wit, 1s too thallow ; our 
ſtrength too weake, our purſe too empty,to 
relieve them; if any thing we have can doe 
them good, 1t muſt be our prayers, and the 
right and religious ſpending of our time, 
Alas ! time fpent in inning, 1n ſwearing, 


Gods glury,and incenſeth his wrath againſt 
us : but time ſpent in Gods ſervice, 1s the 
way to helpe them, and our ſelves in this 
caſe, And for the farther help of our unbe- 
leeving hearts, in this h1gh point,confider, 

1. Gods owne direction : 

2, The Churches practie; 

3. Our owne experience. 


| elfe, See an excellent place to this purpok:, 


| 2 (hron, 7. 13, 14. Where the Lord him- 


{:1fe putteth a caſe of danger, and preſcri- 
beth the remedy. 1. 17 Put up heaven,that 
there bee no raine, (ard this you know was 
OUT VETY caſe lately) or, if i ſend peſtilence 
amony my fesple, (and this 1s our caſe, even 
tor the preſent, there have beene (and ſtill 
are) ſundry places in this kingdome 1n- 
feed with the peſtilence) here is the dan- 
or, Well; what is the beſt courſe that 
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in drunkenneſF, this provoketh the eyes of 


Gods | 


1. Wc havethe Teſtimony of od him- | 


_- 
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The beſt ſpent Hime. 


Gods people can take to remove ſuch a 
judgement ? how ſhould we doe ty helpe 
thoſe that are in this wofull eftate ? That 
the Lord himſ:if: ſheweth plainely, v. 14. 
f the people that are call:d by my Name, ſpall 
humble themſelves, ani pray, and ſeeks my | 
face, Fe, that 15, ſpeal time 1n my iervice, 
then ſee the admirable fruit of this, rher will 
] heare from heaven, and foreive their fmucs, 
and heale their land, Time ſ>eat in Gods 
ſervice 18 the beſt way to remove a judge- 
ment from our ſzlves, or others. This is a 
courſe: of Gods owne preſcribing. 
| 2, This 1s the jadgement and opinion 
of the Church, and State wherein we live, 
nd onr Religions Governours, and ſuch 
25 are in authority. Hereupoh 1t was, that 
in the laſt great Plague, there was a gene- 
rall Faſt proclaimed, and appointel to bee | 
celebrated throughout the whole king- 
dome, that we might {:cke Goa by prayer 
and faſting, for the c:ſlation of that ſore 
judgement of the Peſtilence. And vhy 
this, but only to ſkew, that even our gract- 
ous Soveraigne, and ſuch as are in authort- 
ty in our Church and State, are verily per- | 
{lwaded , that time ſent in Gods ſervice, | 
is very effeFuall and availeavle to take a- | 
way the Peſtilence, 

3. It appeareth by experience, what 
admirable faccefſs we have had 1n this caic, 
wee have found by experience ofren the j 
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Worth of this courſe,cith r for preventing; 


bh _ lt. tt. dt. 


N 2 Or | 
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3. Expert-” | 
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| Or removing a judgment : as in that yeare, 
1625. and fandry other times both before, 
| and fince, the Lord hath made good unto M4 
y "1 us that precious promiſe, 7/2.65 24. Ft ſpall 
come to paſſe, that when ye call, 7 will anf? wer 
and while yee arc yet ſpeaking, I will heare. 
for while we were yet praying,and faſtine, My 
_ [the Lord was intreated of us, So that, even 
in this regard alſo, time }pent in Gods fer- 
i | vice is abſolutely the beſt {pent time. $, 
that a godly religious man, that fpendeth** 
| much tune in Gods ſervice, ſhall prevails 
more, cither for preventing, or removing 
a judgement from the land, then an hun- 
W-- | dred others : he 1s the only man that muſt 
deliver the: Ileland , according to that in 
| | Iob 22, 30. He ſhall deliver the Iand of the 
| | Janocem Or (as 15 well noted in the Mar- 
' | gent.) The Innocent ſhall deliver the 7land, 
| aud it rs delivered by the pureneſſe of thin? 
BY ba::ds, It 1s the purity of hearts and hands, 
| 2nd tune ſpent in Gods ſervice, that mult 
J | | kelpe in this caſe : for otherwiſe, we know 
that God hearcth not ſinners, bad if any man 
| bee a worſhiper of God, and a doer of his will 
| (it any dclight to ſpend time in GoDÞ s 
| ſervice) himhe hearcth, faith the blind man, 
[:b,9.3L. 
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1» 1 Phe beſt ſpent Time, 


C ns; TEE 


Coniating the firſt F ſe of the point, viz, 
for Taftruttion. 


| 


ZZ S it {o, That time ſpent in Goas | 
><A ſervice, is abſolutely the belt ; 


! 


> ſpent time ? The knowledge | 
CEE SL Ft this truth doth lead us on 
to thz knowledge of other precious truths. 
0 tis purpoſe, for our iuſtrution 3 


1, Hence then it tolloweth, that time | 
Dent in finaing, or in the Devils fervice, 
mult needs bee the worlt {pant time ; time 
pent in f\vearing, lying, ftealing, wanton- | 
nefſe, drunkenne, yea in covetous carking 
ind garing, cc, is the worlt ſpent time that | 
can bee; it is quite oppoſite and contrary 


that which is {peat in Gods ſervice ; and | 


ilrefore, as that 15 the beſt, fo on the con- 
tary, this muſt needs bee the worſt ſpent 
time that can bee. It is the worlt in every 


het, 1. In reſpet of God, 2. In re- | 


exrd of our ſelves. 3. Inreſpet of others. | 
rt. Time focnt in {infull conrſes 1s the | 


worlt ſpeat time, inreſpe& of God Him- | 


:Ife, 1. Not with God,but without God mm | - 


the world, and withow:t ( hrif, according to 
that of the Apoſtle, Zp#.2.12. That at that 
N. 3 _ time! 


Vſe x. 
For Infiry- 
ation. .. 


The worſt 


ſvenc time, 
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The beft ſpext [zme, Cy AP.IT] | 
rime, yee were without C brift, betng eAl; Þ is 
| ens from the common-wealth of Iſrael , G 
ftrangers' from the covenants of promiſ; p 
having no hope, and without God inti,Alfl |” 
| world, where the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of the b 
| time that they had ſpent in the ſtate of n, ſl | * 
| ture, according to the Prince of the aire, at. | © 
| ter the luſts of the fleſh, &c., Yer.2.3. Nowlll |. 
| ſee how wotully and fearcfully hee conclu- l 
| | deth, as touching all that time, that isf) , 
; | ſpent, namely , That it is time (pent with- 
| | out Chr:/f, without the Pale of the Church, |* 
| { 


mr ye PS OI 


without God in the world : no time better 
ſpent, then that time which is ſpent with 
God, and therefore no worſe time, then 
that which 1s ſpent without God, Thus 
Cain ſpent his time, after hee had Nlaine his 
brother Abel, He went oat from the preſence 
of the Lora, faith the Text, Gen. 4.16, and 
+26 & Sh 
this is a chiete branch of the eternall pu- 
niſhment of the wicked in hell. They fhall 
| bee puniſhed with everlaſting perdition, 
from the preſence of Goda, faith the Apoſtle, 
'2 Theſ:1:9. Hereupon was that carneſt and 
'importunate ſute of David, P/a,51.11, (at 
| -2e ot, Lord, out of thy preſence, to intimate | 
untous, what a wotul thing it is to be with- 
out God, or tdbe calt out of his preſence. 
2. Time ſpent in the devils ſervice (1n 
vicious courſs) is it not ſpent for God, but 
a2ainſt him ; not for his glory, but to his 
| diſhonour ; Thoy that boa$teſ(t of the Law, 
| through 
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| wirhout promiſe, without hope, and laſtly, 
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through breakzng the Law, aiſhononreſ# thow 
Ged? faith the Apoſtle, Rows. 2. 23, Time. 
ſpent in the breach of Gods Law, is ſpent 
unto Gods diſhonour, robbeth Gad ct .his 
honour and glory, that is due-unto him ; | 
and therefore the worſt ſpent time that 
can be. _— : 
Thirdly, Time ſpent 1n ſinning 1s not 
ſpent to Gods pleaure, but the contrary, it 


Iſa. 3. 6. Their tongue, and their aoings are 
agatnft the Lord, ro provoke the eyes of hs 
(oor) ; yea the Lord 15 not only offended at 
1, but even grieyed and wearied with time 
ſo ſpent : How can a chuld ſpend his time 
worſe, then in grieving and breaking the 
hearts of his loving Parents ?: Thus 1s the 
very caſe of all thoſe that ſpend time in vi- 
cious courſes. Obſerve it; 1/a. 7.13. 4s zt 

a (mall thmg for you to wearie men, but yee | 
will weary my God alſo ? O' wotull thing, 
'to weary and grieve God with our fintull 
| courſes | Fertie yeares long was [ prieved 
| with this generation, faith the Lord, P/alan. 
95.11, 1 am broken with their whoriſh heart, 
| which 35 departed from me, Ezec, 0. 9. Yea, 
his very heart is broken with the griefe of 
it, as the Prophet ſpeakes, ler. 23. 9. Yea, | 
| the Lord 1s oppreſſed with oxr ſinnes, 4s a | 
Cart 1s preſſed with ſheaves : it 1s the Holy | 
Ghoſts expreſſion, efmos 2.13. Yea, the | 
Lord is fo farre from being well picaſed, or | 


doth even provoke the cycs of his glory, { griefe. 


delighted with it, that on the contrary, hee 
N 4 hateth 


Dy" 4 


3}. Not to 
his pleaſare | 
bur to his 


i. 
— Lena cod "I" Lands as. Adil. ere tn nan _ —"— 


—_——— DD ET I 


On may oo noe ooo 2.4 1 = oor 


- OS. * 356480 SH on it EEES f Ie TE Se "2 5 OT | pes rh ORE SEL BREE Ce TS) SS 2 5 ON GOOT WOES.” Io TGA On oo Sha I Ce 5 i et IF; 
ERR TEES EI PAULI TREE Ee, EC OT LE EI SS MO STS Seo oo OE ond ab ns 
V4 * Oe TE In Tout Fo, ET BSE Ig tn t” te Ss $a ASS cn Nang: 1 S-1 SOON nt Te LIE FE to 1 ET AT wes eng =; 
Ears 2 Ss MO IELnSIPE bo I BR no Bs Soar on he UT UT ee en T0 oh gn £ 
" -# AY k. N P < y Hy 5d FR" bg ts, a1 i IE, KS ' $ 5 of 
a8 _ 
: ; 5 he” 7 _ 
, 4 os _— *% . 
= o "Wy 
z - #2 I... 
* 
4 
» E 
- . | 
» , 
Ha 
| 


| hateth and abhorreth it ; yea, he ſiniteth| 
ms hands together, indeteſtation of it, 11}; 
have ſmitten my hands at thy dthhoneſt gune, fo 
faith the Lord, Ezec. 22.15, the Lord will: 
not ſpare that man-(which fo ſpendeth his | | 1c 
time, but his wrath 2nd jealon(ie ſhall ſmoke. 
againſt him, to blot his name ont from under i. 
BE: i: 0 beaven, Det, 29.20, . 
:.Tn regard | © Te. It 15 th2 worſt jpent time that can be, | 
of our | 1n regardof ourſelves, for there is neither 
. 2&8 profit, nor'c:edit, nor ſafety, nor pleafare, 
| | nor comfort in it; but the contrary to all 
$ | theſe, as 1s eafic to manifelt in ſundry par- 
{ ttculars. | | 

1. Timeſpent in the devils ſervice, is the 
worlt fpent 5 becauſe there is no profit in| 
it, a fnan 15 alwayes on the looſing hand ; 
now this 1s moſt evident, that all finfull | 
_. . | courſes are unfruitfull , and unprofitable 
 court2s, Have no fellowſhip,with the nnfruit-| 
full workes of darkneſſe, Epheſians 5.8, All 
{ finfall workes, are both workes of darke- | 
neſſe, and unfruittull workes ; hence that 
1 1 of the Apoltle, K o92,6.,21, What trutte had | | 
ye 1m thoſe things, whereof yee are now aſha- , 
ed ? Obfrve the confedion and expreili- 
| on of every true penitent, according to | 
that wee reade, 7ob 33. 37. God looketh 
-upon Men, and if any ſay, [have ſinned, and 
perverted that which i right, andit profited 
me not, Fvery true convert is able to tell 
; you, out of his experience, that all {infull 
| 4 courſes areunprofitable courſes in concluſi- | 
E— | on 
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'on, for they looſe Gods favour, they looſe 
their intereſt m Chriſt, they looſe the com- 
fort of a good conſcience, they loo't their 
foules, CMatth. 16.26, and ina word,they | 
looſe heaven : thel2 are the fruits of time 
{pent in finning. Iudge then it all fuch bee | 
zot damned loofzrs in the end, unlefſ: they | 
repent ſpeedily, and turne to God, Agzaine, | 2. No plea-, 
chere 1s no tru? pleaſure, but vanity and | 35,2 007. 
vexation of ſpirit. Take the ſinne of un- | comfort. 

cleanneſi-, which ſcemeth to have the moſt 
pleaſare 1n it, and you ſhall inde at laſt | 
there 1s no plcaſare in it, but the gall of} 


bitterneſs, In th? end it biteth lhe a Ser- 
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pent, and burteth lihe a Cachatrice. See a nc- | ; 
tavle pl:CcCe tor this purpol-e, Pro.s, W1CIe } 

the Wiſeman, diſlwading from the finne of | | 4 
 uncleanneſſ, Fer. 8, Remove thy way farre | F 
from her, and come not nioh the doore of h:r | 


boxſe, and then ſee what excellent argu- 
ments He uſeth to this purpoſe, Ferle 9, 10. 


, 
; 


I T, Left thox 74Ve thy hononr to ethers,and | 
thy yeeres to the craell: there is loſſ of cre- 

dit, Left ſfrangers be f lea with thy wealth, 
; cc, (there is loſſe of goods and butward 
cltate. Thus finne bringeth beggery) 414 
thou mourne at laft, when thy fleſh and thy 


body zs conſumed, (there is loſſe of pleaſure 


and comfort) and ſay, How baveI? Oh | 
how havelI miſpent my time, in the ſervice 
of ſinne and Sathan ! Oh let us ſtrive to ſe 


this in time,and labour to prevent it, Laſt- 


| 


Nor fſafery- 


ly, there is no fafcty but death and danger | EC 
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init, for the wa ges of ferne 15 death, Rom.6. 
' 22, The like I might fay 1n regard of 
others : but this 1s enough, to prove that 
time fpent in {inning,1s abſolutely the worſt| 
{>cat time, tor body and foule. 
Secondly, For Humiliation, Seeing time 
{perit in Gois ſervice is the beſt ſpent time, 
This ſerveth to teach us, what cauſe wee 
' have (even the beſt of us) to be humbled, 
that we have ſpeat fo little time 1n the du- 
| ties of Gods frrvice ; and have beene fo la- 
Vith and prodigall of our precious time, in 
other things, For, 1. What a great deale | 
of moſt precious time haye weſpent, before 
our converſion, betore we ſpent {1n eff:R) 
{any t1Me at all in Gods ſervice? All the 
' time of our unregeneration, hath beene ut- 
terly ſpent 1n the ſervice of fin and Sathan ; 
wee were vaſhalls to the Prexce that ruleth 
| z7 the ayre, the [pirit that now worketh in the | 
chil4ren of aiſobedience, Epheſe, 2, 2. Now 
conſider, what a lamentable thing 1t 1s,that 
a man, {that 1s made for Gods glory, and 
| chietcly for his worſhip and ſervice) ſhould 
| ſpend twentie, thirtic, fortie, and ſome fit- 
| t1C Yeeres 1n the ſervice of finne and Sathan, 
| before hee begin to ſerve God at all, oro 
much as once thinke of the maine end for 
which hee was made, and ſent 1nto this 
world ? Alas ! by nature wee are fo farre 
| from any defire to doe God fervice, that, on 
| the contrary, we hate him, and oppoſe, ana 
ſet our ſelves againſt him, and 1n effeRt doc 
_ nothing | 
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nothing dayly, but even fight againſt God : 
for indeed, there 1s a dire wh an expreſſe. t; 
enmitic betweene God and us, by nature ; | 
as appearcth by that ſpeech of the Apoſtle, | 
Rom,5,10. For if, when wee were enemies, | 
we were reconcited to God, by the death of bis 
 Sonne, &c, Wee are children of wrath by 
nature, and we doe even ſtudie enmity,and 
rebellion againſt the Lord ; yea, notwith- 
ſtanding the vow and covenant, that wee To: 
have made in our Baptiſne, /c. that wee 
would continue {riffs faithfull frvants, | þ 
and fouldiers, unto our lives end ; yet | | 
abs! notwithſtanding we daily diſhonour I 
God by our vicious lives, and live in the | | 
' 


+ - 
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apparent breach of his blefjed and holy 
 Commandements. In our naturall eſtate | yer onety 
wee doe not ſo much as once perceive the | betore our | 
| things of the Spirit of Goda, for t ey are foo- le ra 
 1ſpzer unto us , neither can we know them, | 
becauſe they are /piritrally diſcerned, as the 
Apoſtle ſheweth, x Cor, 2, 14, No, no, 
alas ! wee are fo farre from ſpending time 
' in Gods ſervice, that we ſpend it in work- 
' ing the will of the fleſh, and in heatheniſh 
laſts. This the Apoſtle intimateth, 1 Perer 
| 4.3%. For the time past of our lives may (af- 
| fice us, to have wronght the will of the Gen- 
| tiles, when wee walked in laſcrvionſneſſe , | 
luſts, exceſſe of Wine, revellings, banquet- 
ings, and abominable Idolatries; Loe | here 
the Apoſtle ſheweth, how wee ſpend our 


time uſually before our converſion, not in 
| work- | 
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Il. 
working the will of God, but the will of 
| the Gentiles ; not In the ſervice of God, but 
in the ſervice of the fleſh, and of the devill; 
for drunkenneſſ,* and jdolatry are fuch, 
| Thus vaincly and foolithly doe we ſpend 
| our time by nature, yea, this 1s not the c- 


| ſtats offome few odde ones, that are of an 


extraordinary evill nature ; but it 1s the 


| condition of all, even of the beſt, The holy 
{ Apoſtle confcfizth this much of bimfelte, 


and of ail true belcevers ( before their con- 


| verſion ) Tir 3, 3, For we our ſelves were 


| . . , ' . - ; 
| ſometimes fooliſh, diſcbeaicat, ſervings diverſe 
 {ufts, and pleaſures, living ia malice, batefi:ll, 


t ud hating cae another , ſayth the Apoltle. 
 Sothat if we ſzriowly conſider this, we have 
reaſon every one, tocry out of himſelte, in 


\ this reſpect, as the Plhlmiſt did in another 
caſe ; Pſal. 73. 22. Sofooliſh am T, O Lord, 


{ dy naturc, aud rgnorant, Twas as a beaSt be- 


fore thee ! Or elf with the Apoltle, R cm. T 


| 24. O wretched man that I am ! what a woc- 


full wicked wretch have I beene, that have 
ſpent ſo much time in the ſervice of {tnne 


{ and Satnan, an4 fo little in the ſervice of the 


Lord, my Maker, and Redeemer ! 


2.Con{1der. 
Bur ativ, e- 


our calling, 


more cauſe to bz humblayl, and with 7o6, 


Wye 
ven {11cc \ EVEN to Abhorre orr [clves 171 arift and aſhes, 


if we conlider how much precious time we 
have, and datly doe mi{-ſpend, even ſince 
our converſion. Alas {1 how little time doe 
we yet ſpend in Cods fervice ; The time 


—— 


Secondly , Belides this, we have ginch | 


| 


=. om" beſt ſpent Time 
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paft of our life might ſuffice,1 Pet, 4. 3, It is 
cnough (and too much ) that all the time 
wee have ſpent before, our converiion, is | 
more wrath upon us daily,by mif-ſpending | 
our time ſtill, is much more grievous. 1t s 
ow high time to awake ont of ſleepe, and with 
all diligence, inſtantly to ſerve God, might | 
and day, It is ſtrange, that an heathen per- 
ſon ſhould enter 1nto fo divine and heaven- 
ly a conſideration, about the mil-ſpending | 
of precious time. Sometimes, doing no- 
thing ; ſometimes, matters of the By ; and 
ſometumes, evill, But alas ! how little then 
doe we ſpend, Bene agend ? Let ns but con- 
ſider how much time we ſpend, in cating, 
and drinking ; and then how much in ſleep- | 


— 


in, walking, talking, ſporting, working ; 
but how little time have we then for read- 
ing, hearing, praying, &c, a. lamentavle 
thing it rightly conſidered, A loving Va- 
ther ſendeth his ſonne to the Vniverſitic, | 
to get learning, and he when he commeth | 
there, ſpendeth his time in other By-mat- | 
ters,and impertinencts,ſo much tunetpent | 
at Tavernc, ſo much in Recreation, ſo much | 
in walking abroad, and ſo much incomplc- : 
menting with, and entertaining of his ac- 
quaintance ; but little or no time 1n ſtudie, 
&c. What ſayth the Father, at his returne | 


| 


 fonne bath utterly mif-fpent his time, and | 
| conſumed my eſtate to no purpoſe. This 15 


— — 


after many yeares? He cryeth out,ſurcly my | 


wholly miſ-ſpent;but that we ſhould bring | 


OUT | 
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© | diverſe forts. 
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ff T- Sore. 


T. Such as 
can finde 

r!Mme tor Ee. 
verv thing, 


Fj bur onely 


for Gods 
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BR 87 : org 
our very caſe. The Lord fendeth us into this 


| Bet grace for vur ſoules, and to prepare for 


world, to bring glory to his Name, and to 


glory : But alas ! how doe we mi-ſpend 
our time in following worldly vanities ; 
and for one ſerious thought of heaven, we 
have ( at leaſt ) an hundred earthly cogi- 
tations. And then againe, laſtly, if we doc 


now and then {t our felves to ſerve God, 


yet how ſoone are we tyred, and readie to 
ery out, Behold what a wearineſſe is it! 
Hal. 1. 13. See therefore what great | 


| cauſe wee have to be humbled in this re- | 


gard. 


LEASES RE SE IEP PUNSDS 


| C ny AP, 11. 


| Containing the ſecond V ſe of the peynt, 


namely, for Reprehen con, 


* - XZ Econdly, This ſerves for the re- 


prehenſfion of diverſe forts of 
people, that are juſtly to blame 
in this regard; beſides what 1s 
| alreadic intimated in the former Vc. 

| Firſt, Suchas can finde time for every 
thing, but matters of Religion ; they can 
tindetime for walking, talking, working, 


| and playing ; but none for hearing, reads: 
» Whereas we have heard, 


| 


— 
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that | 
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that time ſpent in Gods ſervice, ts the beſt | 
ſpent time : men can finde many dayes to ! 
ſend for themſelues, none for God, Thus | 
the ambitious ſpend time to get honour, | 
the malicious for revenge, the covetous to | 
zet wealth ; in the meane time, no time can 
be ſpared, to be ſpent to get grace. Oh the 
folly of men, to begin at the wrong end : | 
Firſt ſeeke the kingdome of God, ſayth our Sa- 
viour, at. 6. 33. Now that 1s put off to | . | 
the laſt place ( at leaſt ) if it be not altoge- | ” 
ther negleed. Sec the picture of fuch | 
tooles, Lk, 12, 19, 20. There was a man 
ſpent all his time ro get wealth, but could. 
inde no time to ſerve God, and to get. 
'grace ; and therefore he hath no time toen- | 
joy his wealth ; but in the very night that 
he began to take poſſeſſion ,and enjoy the 
benefit of all his patnes, God-greeteth him 
with this heavie meſiage ; Thom focle, this | 3 
»1ght ſhall they fetch away thy ſoule, and then I 


whoſe ſhall thoſe goods be, which thou haſt pro- ; : 
vided ? So everyone (faythour Saviour) 4 

| that getterh riches for himſelfe, and ts not rich ; 
towards God, What grcater folly » then =}. . 
be all for the preſent,nothing for the future? | | 
All for the Summer, nothing for the Win- 

| ? 


ter ? All for the body,nothing for the ſoule? |} | 
And yet alas ! there are thouſands that are | | 
| thus beſotted, IMartha-like , and worte, 
cumbred about many things, when the one | 
: | c . | 

thing neeafull , the better part, 1s wholly | 
negleted, Now for the remedie of this, BW | 

S1vC 
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4 2. Sort. 
} | re {ich as 
L | | {pend nore 


t!me in iO!le 
| pleatures , 

| and recrea- 
tion, then N 
Gods ſer- 
ViCcCe 
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| {ideration,that golden place of our Saviour, 


| worlds ſervice, then inthe Lords, 


| as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, 2 Tim. 3. 4. As it 


| | 
| men \vere made onely tor themſelves, and | 


| their owne pleaſures, and not for Go D. 


————_.—_ 


LO 


__ — ww = | ou _—_— | 


givemz leave to commend unto your con/ 


Mat. 16. 26. What 1s a man profited, if he 

aine the Whole World, and loofe his own ſcule ? 
| Take heed brethren, a man cannot looke up- 
ward and downward both at once ; or up- 
| ward with ore eye, and downe with the 0- 
| ther :- for we cannot {{t our aff2t10ns upon 
things above, it we ſet them too much up- 
on things here below : we canmor ſerve God 
and Mammon, Mat, 6, 24, We cannot loye: 
God, and the world : If any man love the | 
world, the love of the Father is not 1a him, | 
ſayth the Apoſtle, 1 Fob. 2. 15. We cannot | 
be both earthly, and heavenly minded, as 

we ought ; wee cannot be a triend of the ; 
world, and Gods friend too, but /hoſoever 
| maketh bimſclfe the fricad of the World, is the 
enemy of God, It is an excellent place of the 
Apoſtle, 7am, 4. 4. later end : KnoW ye not, 
that the friendſhip of the world, 1s enmitie a-| 


| 
| 
| 
' 


friend of the world, 15 the enemy of God. They 
are too blame, that ſpend more tune 1n the | 


| 
| Cecondly, This f:rveth to reprove {ach 
as ſpend more time in finfull pleaſarcs and ' 
| reereation, then in Gods ſervices Theſe are | 
lovers of pleaſures, more then lovers of Goa, 


| 


| How farre are theſe from the diſpoſition ot | 
; faithful 
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gains God ? Whoſecver tberefore will be a' 
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ſonne of Pharoahs daughter, chooſing rather to 
[ſuffer affiitron with the peaple of God, then to 
enjoy the pleaſures of ſiune for aſeaſon,Heb,11, 


faithfull Moſes ? hor ef ſed to be called the 


| 


24, 28:5. , | | 
Nw for the meanes- to prevent, or re- 
forme this groſke abuſc,in thus miE-ſpending 
of our time z Let us conlider theſe two par- 
ticulars, | 
Firſt, That time ſocnt in Gods frvice, 
1s abſolutely the maſt: tall of pleafare ; yea, | 
there is no true ſ{cl1d pleaſure in the world 


ry joy and rejoycing of h:5 heart. 


without it ; 1t 15 to a 1ptrituall many tz ve- 


| 
Remedies 
| againlt this, 

| 


Secondly, The more pleaſure we have 1n 
any thing, in the neglz&of Gods worſhip 
and fervice, the more torment and forrow 
will follow afterward: The better the wine 
is, the ſharper and more fowre will it be, 
when 1t 1s turned to vinezar, It 1s molt true 
of all fuch delights, which 4&zer fayd to 
foab, They Will be bitterneſſe in the later end, 
See the fruit of the rich mans carnall plea- 
ſures, Lak. 16. 25, Inthat ſpeech of Father 
eAbraham to the rich man in hell z Sourr, 
remember that thog in thy life une recerveaju 
thy good things, or thy plealares, and like 
Lazarus evill things : bit now hs 15 com; 


——_— 


# comforted, 
and thog art tormented. O the everiaſting 


ſures of finne for a Faſon 1 Wao would dote 

upon ſuch ſweet meat, that 1s attended with 

{uch bitter and ſoyyrejauce ? So, mark what 
5 | 
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bitter panges of hell, which follow the plca- | 
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-| 1s fayd of Babyloy, that had glutted her fel | ſj 
| with pleaſures, and made her ſelfe Drake Wl |; 
nith the bloud of the Saints, Revel, 18. 5,\YW || 
| | How rnzech ſhe hath glorified her ſelfe,and lived | Wl | {c 
| | deliczonſly ; ſo much torment and ſorrow gre | Y 
IS ber. The more pleaſures of ſfinne here on! W | at 
earth, the more torment in hell. If our! 
_ { carnal nirth-mungers would confider this, | I |1: 
| it would be a mcanes to perſivade them to 
ſpend more tune in Gods ſervice,and lefk in| | 
the pleaſures of finnc, which are but for a| II | + 


ſeaſon. = WW 
2+ Sore. | Thirdly, This fervethto reprove all ſuch, | I | & 

| ave Rich 35) as ſtay long before they ſpend any time at] I | 

| before they all In Gods fervice. How ordinary a thing | Il | 4 

| cane t» | is it for mento miſpend their beſt ſtrength, | I | -/ 

| rime ar all | and flower of their youth, and reſerve the| I 

{ char way. | decrepit old age for God ? Tell many of rc- h 


pentance, of Gods fervice, of the power of | I | :: 
"a 
| godlincſk ; oh,fay they, it 1s too ſoone, I am | I | 11; 
| too young ; hereafter 1s better, when I am T 
' old, Tins 1s the uſuall practiſe ofthe world. 
{1f time ſpent in Gods fervice be the beſt ol 
!' | ſpent; woebetothck:, that ſtay long before | I | (| 
; - ie. theybegintoferve God atall. Like a man j I | y; 


F [ — 
— - 


| that goeth to L99d-n,about ſome buſineſſe of | I ( 
| | Ercat importance, and when he commeti | F | x 
there, fpendethalil his time in faluting here, | I } {4 
| and complementing: there, and feeing this | JF | 1; 
Cf 2nd that rareſight 3 and then hath all his| F |; 
Y e351} to ditpatch, when he ſhould goe | I | y 
| : tome. Here ts the very caſe of many, that | F |, 
come into the Citie of this world : they | F | 1: 

| | ſpend [IF 
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| | 4 . F=%, wp y 
( as they thouzht ) of their bet ftrengtn ? 


ny times commeth {addenly, when it is the | 


[things ; and never fo much as dreame or 


| J9e47 h; befe ore thoſe aayes C03/C, WHEVELI WEE 
| ſpall ſay , 1 have no pleaſure in them, A Woe- 


The beſt ſpent time. | 
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jpend the greateſt part of their time in oths 


thinke of Religion, which is themaine end, 
for which they were ſent into the world, ! 
What a woetfull account wul thee make, | 


at the laſt day ? 


Now for prevention, or remediec hereof, | 
[ct us conſider thei? toure-particulars. 

Firſt, The expreſiz command of God : 
To Remember our { reator in the dayes of our 


full thing, for a man even they ta bethinke 


himſelfe how to live, when he is readie to | 
die, Eccleſ. 12, I, Remember thy Creator 1t | 
the dayes of ihy youth. | | 

_ Secondly, Conſider the time which we | 
have here to ſpend on carth is very uncer- ' 
taine; a man reſfolveth to {-r7e Cod when 
lie is old ; yea, bat what it he dye in the; 
mean? time, while he is young, and never | 
Iiveuntill he be olde ? tow many Lambe- 
skinnes come to the Market, as well as the 
Skinnes of elder theepe ? How many dve 
young, and drop away, even in the miideſt. 


—_—— COT UT" 


No man knoweth the day ot his death ; and } 
therefore Fob ( to make fure works ) would. 


beginne and PTCpAaret for it CV ErY day, [ob 


14. 14, eli{the dayes of my appirmed me | 


will I waite mill my change com? Death mas | 


leaſt thought on otall: 1/2c rhey ſoul jay, j 
Q 2 POACT, 
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{ The longer 


we are þc- 
fore we bee 


-| ginne, the 
| more dith - 


culries wee 


ſhall mecte 


withall. 


«4 

| C qnt:er 
how juſt tt 

| 1s, for God 

k oo rezeX 
{uch as doc 
FUL ac atlaits 


| Ter. 13. 21. ( an the «Ethiopian change his 


| poſſible. The further a man goeth out of his 


| to {tay too lont. 


thing, foraman toſpendall the beſt of his 


| dayes worke, untill the laſt moneth , or 


prace, pear 8 hen Pall ſudden deftruttion fall 


T hey ſpend their dayes in wealth, and in a m-/ 


finde 1t, to turne at laſt. © non eft hodie, | 


T be beſt ſpent Time. Cuay 1. 
: ya : ee 


pon them, fayth the Apoſtle, 1 Theſ. 5. 3. 
ment goe downe to bell, 1 ob 21.13, Therefore | 
they ſay unto God, depart from us, for We acfire | 
not the knowledge of thy wayes, 8&Cc, A woetull | 
cltate. 

Thirdly, The longer it 1s before we re- 
turne to God, the more diiicult we thall 


cras minus aptus erit, Continuance 1n finne, 
it for men to overcome evill cutomes ? 


chinne, or the Leopard his fpots ? then may yee 
alſo doe good, that are accufftomed to doe cvill, 
So that 1t is exceeding difficult, if not im- 


way, the longer journey he hath to goe at 
his returne ; and then it is poſlible for him 


Fowrthly, But admit, that at laſt he deſi- 
reth to returne to God, and fpend time in 
his ſervice ; Yet how juſt is 1t with God, 
to rezet him 1n that caſe ? What a baſe 


time and ſtrength in the ſervice of finne and 
Sathan, and then to beginne to ſerve God, 
when he 1s fit for nothing, but to feede 
wormes ? What would you thinke of that 
feryant, whom you ſhould hyre to ſerve you 
for a yeare; and yet henever would doe you 


breedeth cuſltome in ſinne ; and how hard is | 


veeke, | | 


| 
| 


Z18p 


ſpend all his youth and ſtrength in the 
watres againſt his King, and Soveratgne ; 


| when he is ſearce able to cary his weapon. | 
| Here is the very caſe of all thoſe, that ſpend 
all the beſt of their health and ſtrength in 
theſervice of ſinne, and offzr their poore, 
deſpicable old age to God, What 1s this ' 
but to offer the Lame, and Torne, and the 
 Sicke? Mal.i. O how juſtly may God re- 
je us in that caſe ? Contider that. fearetull 
| place, Pro. 1, 28, 29. Then ſhall they call, | 
| but 1 will not an{wer : they ſhall ſecke me early, 


ledge, &c. They that deſpiſe Gods fervice 1n 
their youth, may juſtly expe, that God | 
ſhould deſpiſe them in their age. 

Fourthly, This ferverh to reprove ſach, 
as ſpend ſome time in Gods ſervice, but not 
enough : ſeme to make conſcience of ſome 


duries, but not of others. 1f time ſpent in. 


Gods frvice be the beſt ſpent time , then | 


they are to blame, that deale niggardly with 


God in this regard ; that doe ferve Ged by | 


the halves ; with the lippes, but not with 
the heart ; have prayer in the morning, but 
not 1n the evening ; both theſe perhaps, 


but no reading, nor godly conicrence, nor | 


catechiling : ſome alſo come to Church 
ſometimes, once a moneth, or 1n the mor- 


and then offereth his old age to his Prince, | 


bat ſhall not fiade me, becauſe they hated knows- | 


4. Sort. 
Such as 
ſpend ſome 


ſervice, but 
not enough, 


| 


O3_ __10S, 


trmetnn Gods- 
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| | ning, but not in the evening. Well, confi. 
| der that time ſpent in Gods fervice is abſo.| ba 
; lately the belt ſpent time, Therefore they il 
arc roo blame, that are ſparing 1n this ba 
halle, God 1s abundant in goodneſ to us, |il G 

2nd therefore we ſhould be abundant in | ſt 
[ autic | Lo hint ; *F1wapes abounaing 171 the af 


HER f the Lend as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, BY 
| 


—— A” wy,” 


Do er re 


be ———_—__ 
e— 2 2+ Sy D-,” Coaugrey PITTED —_— r—— - 


Cor. 15. 58, Oh, for ſhame let us not be 
niggardly with him, that 1s fo countifull| 
tons ; He ofwcth ro all men liberally, (ayth the 


” + 2," *y LE. 


| Apoltie, 1:m.1. 6. Oletusbe liberall in our|l |"! 
. ' cutie to Cod, fſreing no time is fo well [Nl |P 
| ' rent, as that which is ſpent in Gods fer. - 
E ivice. Okt us theretore be chearefull and | | © 
| HCArt1C 11 It. : 
| {40:14 | Now forRemedies in this caſe, Let us || |* 
{confider theſe foure particulars. it 
Wi 7 | Fir!t, The more time we ſpend, and the k 
bk 4 4 liereby} more paincs we take in Gods ſervice, the! | * 
5740S InOTO glorie redoundeth to God. Herein 7: | 
| God. ny Father glorified, that wee bring forth much | \* 
fructts ſayth our Saviour, Joh. 15.8, | 
| Secondly, The more paines we take, and | | 
| 4d 


"A revs | the more time we ſpend in Gods ſervice, 
ahcwen _toegreater reward 1s reſerved for us ; For 
. Con { 5 not rtariabteens, to forget your patience. 

6d labour of love, Heb. 6, 10: But will both 
forely and fully reward it in the end, Theſe 

ſmall paines of ours, which are bur for a 


ts... 4 


; moment, they cauſe unto us, or worke for 22, | 
| 4 farre more exceeatug, and an eteraall Weight | 
of cloric, as the Apoltle ſpeakes, 2 Cor,4.17. 


_ Abundance | | 
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Abundance of time ſincerely ſpent in Gods 
| ſervice, will procure abundance of glo- 
| TIC. 
| Thirdly; The more time wee ſpend in "IS 
| Gods ſervice, and the more paines we take | The itrox- | 
| ſtill to get grace, the ſtronger will be our | 58.0 a 
 aſirance, that when we die, we ſhall goc to falyation, 
| heaven, Having your fruit unto hulineſſe, and 
the end everlaſting life 5 fayth the Apoſtle, 
Rem. 6.22, The more fruitfull wee are in 
holineſk, the faſter we lay hold on etcrnall 
life. Hence is that cxcellent place of the A- | 
poltle, 2 Per. 1,5. Ard beſides this, giving | 
all diligence, adae to your faith vertuc, and to 
vertue knowledge, &Cc. and fo one grace unto 
another ; as if he ſhould have ſaid, ſpend 
much time in Gods feryice , take much | 1 
paines to abound in grace ; Why ſo? What | 
is the Apoſtles Reaſon ? That you ſhall fe, 
verſ. 11. For ſo an entrance ſpall be mak un- | 
to you, abundantly ento the everlaſting K mg- : 
| dome of Feſuus Chriſt. Toe here the exccllcnt | oj 
{ benefit of paines and diligence in Gods fer- 
{ vice, This will fill a man full of joy and 
peace in belecving. = 
Fourthly, and laſtly, Hereby wee ſhall | + : 
bring credit to our profeſſion, and adorne 'p,.;-; cw; | 
and beautifie our Religion, and doe good to | ro our pro. 
| others, Mat. 5.16. Let your light ſo ſhine ———_— | 
| before men,that they may ſee your good workes, | | 
| fayth our Saviour, A good convet fation pre- 
| vaileth, where the Word ſometimes pre- | 
| vailes not ; That if any obey not the Word, | "H 
| G45 rey - | 
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they may be wonne by the good converſation 
of the wives, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Per.3. x. 

- 5. Sort. | . Fifthly, This ferveth to reproveſach, as 
- more | {pend more time 1n the Devils ſervice, then 


time inthe | 1n Gods :'yea, and the number of theſ: is | 


| 
babe! 
CV 115 Ci- A. ®* a . « 
| vice, then | cxcceding great, that ſpznd more time in 
| Gods. |{wearing, 1n rayhing, in drunkenneſk, in 


| wantonneſk, &c. then in hearing, or pray- 
[ing, and fuch like exerciſ:s of piety and 
| godlineſſs, Nay, what ſhall we thinke of 
| ſuch, as ſpend nh very time in the devils 
ſervice, that is appointed for Gods ſervice ? 
Such as ſpend that very time in ſwearing, 
and gaming, and drinking, drunke in the 
Ale-houſe, which ſhould be ſpent in the ex- 
erciſes of Religion, in Gods houſe ?- when 
men are ſo wearte of Gods ſervice, that 
they are even tyred out with an houreor| [| 


ſ two, ſpent therejm ; and yet can without 
wearineſſe ſpend twiſfe as much in vicious 
| | courſes, and not bees weary ? Oh fearefull 


FE | height of impiety, that men ſhould take 
| | more dclight in the devils ſervice then in 
Gods } Yea, that are ſocarneſtly bentupon 
it, that they doc even imarive miſchiefe up- 
02 their beds, that when the morning light | 
1H is, they may practiſe it, Mich, 2.1. Yea, 
=Y | fome arefo ſharp et in this caſe, that it dorh | 
_  cven breake their ſleepe; according to rhat 
'1n Proverbs 4.16, They ſlcepe nor, except 

' t"ey doe eviil 5 and their ſleepe departeth 
| from them,cxcept they cauſe ſome to fall, Oh 
| how fooliſhly and deſperately doe fach 
28 _fpend 
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The beſt ſpent Time, 
ſpend their time, even in cutting, and 
wounding, and itabbing their foul:s, and 
doe daily freaſure up to themſelves wrath, 
againſt the day of wrath, and the revelation 
of the righteous judgement of God, Roma, 2. 


Now for the perfxRing of this branch, 


give me leave to ſhew you the remedies of 


which we malt uſe to this purpoſe,are prin- 
cipally thele foure. 

1, Conſider,that all the while we ſpend 
our time thus, we? are children of wrath, 
and in the ſtate of nature, as the Apoſtle 
ſheweth, Epheſ 2.3. All the while wee 
live thus, wecan looke for nothing, but the 
wrath of God, to come upon us, as it doth 
npon the children of diſobedience, as the 


of Ged i even revealed from heaven again#} 
ſuch, Romans 1,18, Sez a notable place for | 
this purpoſe, in Romans 2. 8,9, But unto 
them that are contentions, and doe not obey 
the truth, but obey unrighteonſneſſe, (marks | 


| 


4, 5- 


| this dangerous miſchicfe : and the helpes | 


Apoltle ſpeakes, Epheſians 5.6, The wrath | 


the condition of all ſach) #diguation, ard | 
wrath, tribulation, and anguiſh, upon every | 
ſoule of man that aoth evill, upen the lew 
firſt, &c, See here the eſtate of ſuch as | 
ſpend time in the devils fcrvice, inſtead ot | 
Gods. 

| Secondly, Confider, that all ſuch have 


cauſe to feare, that God will deny to helpe 


and ſuccour them, when they ſtand inthe. 


| 


moſt 


————— 


A 


Preſerya- 
eVCs. 


r. Remedy. 
Whileſt we 
live thus, {| 
we are chil- } 
dren of 
wrattl 


3, Remedy. 
God wil not 
heare their 
prayers,that 
doe 10. 
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The beſt ſpent time, Cray. 


| moſt need of it, and ſfecke for it with greg- 
telt carneſtneſ, If.:'{regard wickedneſſe in 
| 37) heart,God will nat heare my prayer, faith 
D avid, P{alme 66.35, Yea, we know that | 
God heareth not fnners, faith the blind man, 
{obs 9.71. and therefore, if God doe not 
heare wicked mens prayers 1n their extrc- 
mities,but lets them periſh in their ſinnes ; | 
it 1s not for want of power, or Mercy in| 
God ; but onely for want of piety, and | 
repentance in them, according to that ex- 
cellent place which wee have to this pur-| 
poſe, 1n //x. 59,1,2, Behold, the Loras hand 
| 25 10t ſhoytaca, that he cannot ſave; wither 
7 his eare heavie,that be cannot heare,where| 
[2s the fawt then? that you ſhall ee 1n the | 
[next verſe, verſe 2, But your imiuygnuities | 
| have ſeparated betweene you and your God, 
[414 your frunes have bid his face from you, 
that he cannot heare; Oh the wotull eſtate 
of all ich, as cry unto God in their extre- 
| mites, and are nothing at all regarded ! 
| Yea, God hath told them already, that ice | 
will not heare them : obſerve it, Proverbs 
I. 28, 29, Then fſoalt they call, ec. that 1s, 
in their extremity, 6#t 1 will nat anſwer ; | 
they ſhall ſceke me early, but they ſhall nt | 
finde mee ; becanſe they hatea kuowledge,| 
and atd not chooſe the feare of the Lord) 
Yea, the Lord hath ſent them word before 
| hand, that he will not helpe them, /o6 >. 
\20, Behold, God will norcaſt away a perſett | 

| man, ueither will hee helpe the evill _ 
alti' 
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ers, as appeareth by tne Antitheis.1n that 


their finnes, and hate to be retormed :- Hee 
that turreh away bis eare from hearing the 


mination, fuith the Wiſeman, Prov. 28.9. 
 O wotull eſtate ! 
te it, and hearts to con{ider it aright : the 
' Lord takes no pleaſfare in the very belt {er- 
vices wluch they can doe him. 


So long as men live in their ſinnes, with- 
out repentance, and ſpend time in the De- | 
Vids rvice, inſtead of Gods, there is a d1- 
're& and an expreſſ enmity betwzene God 
and them, If when we were enemies, we were 
recouciled to God, by the aeath of hu $ _ 
en 


| 


| 


ſaith the Text there. O the wotu!' _tate ot 
all fach, when {ickneſ comr- .n, or trou- 
bles come, or death ; then they are clad to 
cry out, Helpe Lord, orelfſe I am damned 
for ever: Not 1, may the Lord fay, I will 
 helpe no evill doers, ſich as youare, and 
therefore thou art now like to perith, and 
dye tn thy [innes, Toha $., 20, 
Lord 1s fo farre from regarding the prayers | 
cf ſach p&ple, in ſuch caſes, that he rather | 


ſpeake 1t, Proverbs 15.8, The ſacrifice ef 
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time. 


The beſt ſpent 


Yea, the 


refuſzth them ; ſee upon what warrant I 


the wicked 15 an abomination unto the Lord,” 
The facrifice, what is that ? Surely his pray- 


place : for fo it followeth, Bxt the prayer 
of the apright 75 his delight, God hateth and 
abhorreth the prayers of all ſuch as live 1n 


Limg evea that mans prayer ſhall be an abo- 


It men had but eyes to 


Ani no marve!l, for in the third place ; 


® 


| Is Remedy. 
All juch 
arc at uUtrtcr f 


enmity with 
God. 
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The beſt. ſpent Time, Cua».lIIl.\ | - 
| ———— _ — 


Gith the Apoſtle, Romany 5. 10, Yea, cſ-| Mi- 
| pecially thoſe that live and goe on in their | I |*! 
| {innes, have juſt cauſc to be aſſured of this, | | ! 
| and that they (ſhall ſmart for it according- | I | © 
[ly; See a place or two to this purpoſe, | W | * 
7 
| 
] 


| P/alme 37.20, But the wicked ſhall pe- 
| riſh, why ſo? farely, becauſe they are Gods 
| encmics. And the exemies of the Lord ſhall 
| be as the fat of Lamber, (cafily melted) 
| 31110 [mnke foal they conſume away, Where 
| we ſe ; firſt, that the wicked are Gods ene- | 
' mies. Secondly, that they ſhall conſame | 
| away like ſmoke, and the fat of Lambes. 
| So in that Pfalme for the Sabbath, P/a/me 
| 92. 9, For lo thize exemies, O Lora, lo thine 
| encenes ſhall piriju ; and who are they ? 

that yee {hall ke in the ſame verſe, A! rhe 
| workers of iniquity ſhall bee ſcattered: 
where we ſe borh the deſcription, and the 
condition of wicked men. They are Gods 


enemies, there is their deſcription ; diſſi- 
pation, and periſhing, there is their condi- 
tron. But above all to this purpoſe is that 
of P/alme 68, 21, God will ſurely wound 
the head of his enemies, and the hairse ſcalpe 
| of ſuch a one, as roeth on ſtill in his treſpaſ- 
|ſes, O conſider this, ye that forget God, and | 
hive in-your ſinnes, /ef# God teare you in 
| peeces, and there be none to deliver you,Pſal. 
= 2, What eſtate can be more dangerous 
then an eſtate of enmity againſt God ? The 
adverſaries of the Lord ſhall bee broken in 
peocer, one of h:aven ſhall be thunder «pon 


then | 


{ 


—_——_——— —_— 


| 


— —— t—— 
III <-> 
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| 
1 Sammel 2, 10, 


curſed wages. 


A murtherer from the very beginning « John 


For the wages of finne ts death, ſpirituall, 
temporall, and eternall, both the firſt, and 
the ſ:xcond death, They that ſpend time 1n | 
the devils ſervice, mult goe to hell, with | 
the Devill for company, P/alme 9. 17. 


that forget God, They arc utterly deceived, | 


and yet for all that,become glorious Saints 


| The beſt ſpent Time. | 
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them, ſaith Hannah Samnue!s Mother , | 
Mee thinkes I have faid 
enough, 1f efeuall, to afright men out of 
their ſervice of ſinne and Sathan, eſpecially | 
if I ſhall adde but one thing more, which 
ſhall be the fourth and the laſt remedy, that 
I purpoſe to propound. 

Fourthly, Therefore conſider, that the 
devill is the worſt maſter that any man can 
ſerve, and giveth the moſt wofull and ac- : 
What baſer Maſter then the 
devill ? that great red Dragon, Revelations 
12, 12. That roaring Lon, that goeth about. 
continually feekins whom he may aevoure, 


8. 44. and the moiſt damnable lar, that eyer 
was, yea, the very father thereof, What 


baſer Maſter then the Devill 2 Yea, and ſce | 
what baſe wages he giveth, Romans 6.23. 


The wicked ſhail be turied inte hell, and all 


that thinke to live like deyils upon carth, 


4. Remedy. 
Conſider, 
that the de- 
vill 1s che 
worlt Ma- 
{ter that we 
can 1Ecrves 


| 


the preſent. 
the contrary already, as is evid 


— 


in heaven, when they dye : that thinke 
they ſhall get into the new /er#/a/ens here- | 
after , without being New Creatures for 


No, no, God hath revealcd | 
ent, Revel. 


22.1415 
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q he beſt ſpent EIME. Crar, Ill, 


22,14,15. Bleſſed are they that ape hi;\ ©! 
Commandements (that ſpend time in Gods | Wip« 
ſervice) for they ſhall enter in through the | © 
| gater, into the Cuty of the new [eruſalem, | i>- 
| | But without ſhall be dogges, and Inchanters, 
800 \ and Whoremongers, and ſuch as love, and 
30 | make lyes, Theſe muſt ſtand without, 5c. 
goe to hell with the devill and his Angels, 
1 according to the prediction of Chriſt him- | 
ſelfe, 1n Marthew 25. 41. Coe ye carſed, 
ento everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devill 
| | and hs Angels. Conſider this, all you that 
| have ſpent more time tn the devils ſervice, | 
then 1n Gods ; yea, all, or the greateſt part 
| of thy lifz in the ſervice of finne and Sa-| 
| than; and little, or no time at all in the 
| | ervice of God Almighty : you that could 
 finde 1n your hearts to ſay unto God, De-| 
1 | part from iu, for wee defire no acquaintance 
with thy wajes, He will pay you home once 
| day, 1n your owne coyne, (unleſk yee rc- | 
pent) and fend you packing to hell, with a, 
| depart from me, fc, 7 know ye uot ,ye 1901- 
| | kers of zuequity, CMarthew 7,23, Yea, 
when ye ſhall begin to claime acquaintance | II | 
with God, and cry, Lord, Lord, &c, Even t 
| then will Hee proteſſe unto you, { never 

| knew you, Depart from me, ye that worke 

6. 7r6{M  2mquity. 
| | neieber | Theſixth, and the laſt ſort, are thoſz,that 
W ha will neither ſpend time in Gods fervice 
F | vice them | Ehemfelves, nor ſuffzr others 3 ſach as nat 


ſelves, nor only miſpend their owne time, but ao hin- 
laffer others | dcr 
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T he'\beft ſpent time. 


{er and diſcourage others from the well 
ſpending of theirs ; ſuchas cry our, what | 
aced fo much preaching, ſuch runnine after | 
Sermons, &c. like waggiſh and unhappy | 
Schollers, that will neither apply Has 
bookes themſelves,nor ſuffer their tellowes, 


—_— 


poſſible. Here 1s juſt the Dogge in the 
manger. Theſe are Sathans Vicegerents, 
even his Standard-bearers, and Captaines, 
chicke faRors for Hell. Thek are they, that 
will meither enter teto the kingdome of bea-: 
ver themſelves, nor ſuffer others, but ſhut 
[up the kingdome of God againſt them, 
CMatth.23.1% © 
Conſider now ; Ts time ſpent in Gods 
ſerviccabſolutely the belt fpent time ? How 
groſly and grievouſly arc they to blame, ' 
that hot only deſpiſc the dutics of Gods ſcr- 
{vice themſelves, but alſo diſcourage others ; 
For the perfeing of this point, give me> 
leave to ſhew you the wotull and fearetull 
eſtate of all ſuch, . 
1. Theyarcguiltie of the bloud of their 
 fonles that pericth, by this meanes. Now 
what a wofull eſtate is this, that whereas a 
man is not able to anſwer one of a thouſand, 
| 1nreſpect of his owne finnes, he ſhould yer 
bee chargeable with the ſinnes of others ? 
when he ſhall heare thoſe poore ſoules curl? 
him in hell, and fay, O woe be to thee, for 
thou art the cauſe of my damnation ? I had 


i. 


but hinder, and diſturbe them by all meanes | 


{pent my time in Gods frvice, had it not 


2 


wa... 


Add a xa ds" 


Luk.11 52. 
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See the ryo- 
full eltare 


of all (uct, 


Guilty of .- | 


the bloud 
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| 

| 2, 

A ſiune of a 
| large extent 
reachcth up 
unto hea- 
VElts 


| 


| 


{faith the Lok D, and IT will fave it; 


| wreſtle for the poore ſoule ; ( hri##, by the 


| T he beſt ſpent: Time. Canar.Ill 


beene for thee ? O how this will gall thee, 
| and torment thee at that day ; fach and 
ſuch might have gone to heaven, but for 
thy diſcouragements : He verily dyeth un 
hu miquitie, but his bloud wil! the Lerdre 
| qwzre at thy hands,thou halt helped forward 

a foule to death, and ſo art guilty of the 
| bloud of ſoules, Th | 
| 2. Conſider, the extent of this grievous 
ſinne ; it reacheth up to the very heavens, 
Every fach perſon, doth even become a 
hghter againſt God, and taketh the devils 
part againſt Chrsſt, this ſoule 1s mine, 


| 


nay, faith the Devill, this ſoule is mine, and 
I will damne it. Thus they ſtrive and 


meanes of grace to favc it, and Sathan by 
| his temptations to damne it : now the pro- 
| phanc perſon, hee taketh Satans part, and 
helpeth him againſt C4rzft ; and therctore 
15 a direct fighter againſt God. . Excellent 
to this purpoſe, is that {| peech of G aralcel, 
eAtts 5.39, when they were, conſulting 


the Goſpell, AbFaine from theſe men, and 
ler them alone ; for if this counſell , er this 
worke bee of men, it will come tononght ; 
but if ut be of God, yee cannot overthrow 3t, 
leſt happily yee become even to fight again 
Goa; He that fighteth againſt Gods ordt- 
| nances,doth even fight againſt God:yea, he 


how to ſuppreſſ the Apoſtles preaching of 


that doth but murmure againſt theke things, 
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The beſt ſpent time. 
| his murmurings are againſt the Lord, E xa 
16. 8. yea, and he that doth ſet himſelfe to: 


perſecute Gods people for this, doth even 
perſ:cute Crit himfelfe, as appearerh by 


that ſpeech of Chr:ft to Paul, as he was gc- | 
ing to Damaſers, with a Commillion to | 


perſecute thoſe Primitive Chriltians, [eſzs 
Chrift {trikes him downe to the earth, and 
flutes him 1n. theſe termes ; eAts 9. 4. 


Saul, Sant, why perſecateſt thou me ? [am| 
leſus of Nazareth whom thou perſecuteſ}. |. 
Chriſt taketh that as done to him, which is | 


done to his members, in this caſe : yea, he 
that doth but touch them (in any kinde, to 


hurt them ) toucheth: the very Apple of | 


GoDs eye, Oh that men would fert- 
oully conſider the extent of their fin, and 
how farre their rebellions doe reach in this 
cab 1-3; E 

- And therefore in the third place, it muſt 
needs follow,that the wrath of God is rea- 
[dic to faze upun them to the tittermolt ; 
yea, the wrath of God already abideth on 
|them, although they perceive tt not. See 

a fearef:ill and terrible place of the Apoſtle, 
to this purpoſe, 1 Thef.2.14. Te have ſuf- 
fered like things of your owne Country-men, 
as they of tbe ewes, Why ? what had the 


Tewes done ? That the Apoſtle ſheweth, | 
verſe 15, Who both billed the Lord Teſs; | 


and their omne Prophets, and have perſeca- 


ted Us, and they pleaſe not God, and are con- | 


| 


| 


trary to'all men, verſe 16. forbidding 11 to | 


The wrath 
of God is 
ready ro 
fall on them 
to the utter- 


molt, 
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0 ;. The beſt ſpent Time. Cray. l11,| 


ſpeake to the Gentiles, that they might be ſa. 
ved, (there is the very caſe that we have in 
hand) they doe hinder (as much as in them 
1lyeth) thefalvation of others. Now what 
| is the fruit of all this? that yee ſhall fe, |. 
| in the later end of that verſe. To fill up 
their finnes alway , for the wrath of God 
| i5 come upos them to the uttermeſt; Oh the 
| __ | wofulll eſtateof ſach, the wrath of God is 
| ready to ſeize upon them to the uttermolt. | 
This is enough even to ſhake the hearts of | 
| all fach, as are guilty in this-kinde, 
Fourthly , Becauſe this 1s a fearefull 
be fencefell Long of reprobation, it is the very brand 
| probation. | Of a reprobate, and hee that gocth on in 
this caſe, without repentance, hath great 
3 cauſe to feare this of himſelfe, That God 
hath forſaken him, and given him up to 
| his owne hearts luſts,and into the hands of | 
\ © © {| Sathan. Two ſingular places of Scripture 
[ [1 will give you for tits, the one 2 T 1mo- 
thy 3.8, els larnes, and Tambres with- 
fioode Moſes; ſo doe theſe men reſis 
_ {the ernth, (they will neither embrace 1t 
| themſelves, nor ſiffer othezs,) what is the 
itate of theſs men? (men of corrupt 
mindes, reprobate concerning the faith. 
'The other place which T will commend 
'to your conſideration in this: cafe, 15, | 
WI |: that of the Apoſtle, Philippians 1. 25, 
OO  |efud tn nothing be terrifyed by yorr ad- 
ver{aries, which ts to them a token of perdi- 
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The beſt ſpent Time, | 211 
God, Where wee may plainely fe, that 
35 it Is a token of falvation, to be per-| 
| fecuted for righteouſneſſe ſake 3 fo it 1s 
a fearefull token of Reprobation, to bee a 
perſ=cuter in that caſe. = 
Fifthly , and laſtly, Tt 1s a fearcfull| $5, 
fgne, that a man belongeth to the De-| A ligne 
vill, This 1s a ſpecial worke of the de- bu _ 
vill, to hate, and maligne, and perſectite | an. 
men for their piety. 1f a man there- 
fore reſolve to goc on in tbis cafe, it is a | 
f-arefall ſigne that a man 1s even a very 
childe of the Devill, Thus our Savi- 
our diſputeth the caſe with the Phari- 
ſees, Tohn 8. 1. They boſted that Abra- 
ham was their father, nay, faith our Savi- 
our, Jee goe about to kill me, a an that 
hath teld yee the truth, that aid net Abra- 
ham, faith hec, verſe 40, why then, fay | 
they, we have one father, even God, verſe} 
41, No, faith our Saviour, verſe 44. Tee | 
are of your father the Devill, ard the| 
| workes of your father ye will doe; All that | 
| perſecute Gods people for their piety, are 
of their father the devill, in that c:1:;fee ! 
"_ 13. 8,9,10, &C. A 
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The beſt ſpent time. Craye.V. 


ties, eſpect- 
ally three. 


I. Dyxty. 
That wee 
{ begin be- 
umecs, and 
ſet our 
ſclycs ever 
ſpecdily to 
1crve the 
Lord, and 
withour all 


| dc} ay. 


1 


I, Inregard of our ſelves. 

2, Inreſpect of others. 

i. This Dodrine ſzrveth to exhort us 
to a. threefold duty. For ſeeing time ſpent 


us then, 

I, Begin betimse to ſerve God. 

2, Beconſtant. 

3. Beabundant 1n 1t, and ſpend as much 
time in it, as we can pollibly, 
T, This ferveth to cxhort every one of 
us, that ſpcedily and without delay we ft 
our ſelves to the dutics of Gods worſhip 
and ſervice, How can we ſpend our time 
better ? All time 1s even wholly miſpent, 
that is ſpent in the negle& of this. Oh 
therefore old men, young men, all men, let 
us ſpeedily {ct our ſelves to the duties of 
Gods ſervice : Now 7s the accepted time, 


in:Gods frvice 1s the beſt ſpent time : kt] 


— 


| bd8apgooeanepeoaracagg 
| h : 
Cur V, 
Containing the third Vſe of the point, 
'Viz, for Exhortation, 
irdly, Is it ſo, that time ſpent 
es: fe Win Con breten;innhe beſt "2 
ration to £4 time? This ſervetn then tO CX- 
-— a; Fer Yaz hortus to ſundry duties. 
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| now 275 the aay of ſalvation, 2 { or, 6. 2, 
Seeke the Lord whileſt he maybe fonnd ; and. 
call npon him while te 25 neere, Iſaiah 55.6, 
Why ſhould we deferre any longer ; con- 
;dering that one day nothing will vexe | 
and grieve us more, then that wee began | 
no ſooner ? Art thou an old man? Then 
thou hadft need to begin with all ſpeed, | 
leſt thou be prevented by death? Art thou 
young? Oh then begin ſpeedily, to pre- 
vent miſpending thy precious tune 1a the 
ſervice of ſinne and Sathan ; I write ents 
you, young men, to exhort you to begin to | 


In, 
ſerve God betime, in the flower of your | | ny © 
youth, How can you ſpend the flower of I as: 
your youth better, than in the ſervice of l. ; 
your Maker ? Give me leave therefore, to | by: 
perſwade and preſſe every one of you, in an. 
the words of the wiſeſt. Salomon, Ecce/ | iff + 


12,1. Remember thy Creator inthe dayes 
of thy youth, before the evill day come: It 
1s a young mans greateſt honour to bee re- 
1181ous betimes. Oh what an honour to 
young Som, to be vertucully inſtructed, 
even from his child-hood, with, Kzow 
thou the God of thy fathers, 1 Chron.28.,9, 
So an everlaſting credit for young Samwel, 
to be trained up in the duties of Gods ſer- 
vice of a childe, Samuel miniftred before 
the Lord, being a child, faith the Text, 
1 Sam, 2,18, And againe, The child Sa- 
nel miniftred unts the Lord before Ely 
1 Sam. 3,1, Yea, this was ſo famous and 
[2 #$ _admt- 
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admirable a thing, that all 1ſrae/ rooke no- 


tice of it ; for they all knew that Samnel 
was eftabliſhea to be a Prophet of the Lord, 
{aith the Text, 1 Samwel 3. 20. verſe, This 
{et ſuch a Crowne of glory upon his head, | 
that it is not forgotten to this day. Hee 
that ſetteth himſcife to ſerve, and honour | 
God in his yeuth, ſhall have the honour | 
and credit cf it for ever, So for Jah, 
What glorious things are {poken of him to 
this day, even in this reſpet ? See how! 
the Sptrit of God reportcth it, in 2 Chroz. 
34.3- Tntheerphr yeare of ht retgne, while 
be was yet yormng, he began to ſetke after the | 
God of David his father, young indeed, 
for he was but eight yeares old, when he 
began to reigne, ver/e x. So that he could 
bee but ſixtcene yeares of age, at the moſt, 


| 
| 


 ſalvatton, 2 Timothy 2, 15. 


when this was reported of him. O what 
an excellent patterne is here for young | 
men : let them all learne of this young | 
Saint, to teſtow the lower of their youth | 
upon God;it will kt aneverlaſting crowne | 
of glory upon their head, To the fame pui- | 
poſe is that of famous T imethy, of whom 
it 15 ſaid, That he knew the Scriptures of a | 
child, which was able to make hirz wiſe unto | 
Wherewithall 


: 
, 
. 
UL 


| ball a noung man cleanſe bis way, and be- | 


come religious ? Surely by imitating and | 


| tollowing the example of ſuch rare young | 


| Men, as theſe are. 


, | 
Now the better to ſtirreup young men | 


here- 
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FW ſpent Time 


hereunto, I have two generall Motives to 


1t) v2. 
I, The Vtilitie. 
2. The Neceſſity, : 
| 7, The Vtility. Hearken to this, O yec 
young men, for it is for your profit; heare 
it, and doe it for your good. Benold ! here 
1 will ſhew you the good and right way, 
/c, feare the Lord, and ferve him in your 
youth, Fs: ſeeke Gods king aome, and the 
righteoreſneſſe of it, as our bleſſed Saviour 
hunſelfe advifzth, Adartthew 6, 33. AC- 
quaint your ſelves with God, even in you? 
fouth, and ſerve him, for hereby good thall 
come unto you, as one of /obs friends ſpea- 
keth excellently, [ob 22.21. 
' I, For. 1. The Lord will take 1t excee- 
ting kindly we ſhall pleaſe him exceeding- 
ly; yea, the Cord will be lo much ate&ed 
with it, that he will never forget it. To 
facrifice our youth unto Gods ſervice, 15 (as 
111 were) to ſacrifice our //azc to him : now 
fee how kindly the Lord twoke Abrahar's 
purpoſ? 1n that caſe, Geneſis 22.12, By my 
ſelfe have I ſworye, becax/e thor haſs done 
this thing, that in bleſſing, [ will bleſſe thee. 
He that dedicateth his youth unto Gods {-r- 
vice, ſhall be remembred with a blefling in 
his age. So when //raet was newly come 
out of egypt, no marycll it they were 
much af:&ed with his admirable mercies 
towards them z they could not chooſe (tor 
the 
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propound unto them (beſides the honour of 
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the preſent) but love tim entirely;and even hi 
ſet No deareſt of their affeRions upon him, || an 
Now ſze how kindly this was taken, and [ve 
| remembred a long time after ; (yea, not- [1 
withſtanding their manifold infirmities, ||| L: 
| their murmurings, their infidelity, &c.) || 17 
yet ſe how lovingly the Lord maketh ifſſ yc 
| mention of 1t, a long time after, /erexzy || 1 
2.2, Thus ſaith the Lord, [remember thee, | 1 
| the kindneſſe of thy youth, the love of thine 
| eſpenſals, when thot wenteſf after me inthe te 
| wrilderxeſſe, &c, The kindneſle of their |! {11 
youth, is kindly remembred, with fuch ſa- || L 
i | orifices the Lord 1s well pleaſed. This is the || 7 
| ———_.* % | £7 
| 4:87pm Secondly, If weſet our ſelves to ſerve ||iſ 9 
| vear &< God in our youth ; 1t will be an excellent || *< 
_ of |meanes, to prevent the luſtes of youth ; ||| '- 
which will | Which if they be not prevented, will be bit- | $ 
eg oN [ter and terrible in the rime of age.” Fly the K 
OE ave. lates ef youth, fayth the Apoſtle, 2 7m, 2, || 1 
22, There are certaine luſtes, 'which 'men | t] 
are moſt ſitbje& unto in time of youth : yea, ||| t| 
| | theſe"Inftes , are noyſome and dangerous, ||| | » 
| and fightdirealy againſt the ſoule ; <A46b-|Þ] | t 
ſfaine from fleſhly luſts, which fight againſt the || | " 
ſoule, fayth another Apoſtle, 1 Per. 2.' 11. |} 
| Theſe '( many times ) lye heavie upon the |Þ] | £ 
| | conſcience ( of the beſt, ) in time of age. ||| | t 
[ | Hearken how holy Davidcrycth out, P/al. || | ! 
[ | 25. 7. Remember not the ſinnes of my youth, ||| | | 
| | fayth that good man : He knew what a wo- | 
| all ca&he ſhould be in, if God ſhould _ \ 
| $3) v : F | 1m | Y 


and yet doubtleſſe, he was a godly man, e- 


| 


Lore Goa, thou art my trust, even from my 
[youth : yea, he was taught of God from his 
youth, ver, 17, Yea, marke what the Lord 
himfelfe fayth of him, even in his youth, 


| an after his owne heart. He was a man at- 
' ter Gods owne heart, yet cryeth out of the 
 finnes of his youth. So conſider Jeb, by the 
Lords owne teſtimony , an incomparable 
'man ; A man that feared God, and eſchewed 
ell: yet ſee how he cryeth out of the ſinnes 
of his youth, Job 13, 26. They writeſt bit- 
ter things againſt me, and make ſt me to poſſeſſe 
the ſinnes of my youth*: and yet he was reli- 
 Lious and mercitull, even in his youth : 


18. ( where ſpeaking of the widow and fa- 
therleſle ; ) For from my youth, he ( that 1s 


with a Father ; and F have owided her (that is 
the widow ) from my mothers wombe. Now 
marke it, I pray you, are the ſinnes of youth 
thus bitter, to fuch as David, and Zob, ſuch 
| godly perſons ? What will they then be, 
ro them that araw iniquitie with cords of va- 
| vitie n and ftnne as it were with a car t-rope ? 


that it is an evill thing, and bitter, to 
fake the Lord, and that his feare is not in 
| them 


him to account, for the ſinnes ofhis youth ; | 


[yen from his youth : ſee what he ſayth of 
himſelfe, P/ad. 71.5. Thea art my hoxe, O 


[1 Sam. 13. 14. The Lord hath ſought him a | 


ke what he could ſoeake of himſelfe; 796 3r. | 


the fatherleſſe ) was browght up with me, 4s 


They muſt needs fcele and finde ( one day ) 
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1 |17he beſt [ſpent Time. | Cuay.V.' 


them ( in their youth ) as the Lord himſelf 
ſpeaketh, er. 2. 19, They that have taken |" 
great paines, and toyled, and moyled 11 NO 
| their youth, are apt to cry out of Stitches 
and Aches 1n ther age : rhis ts the very cafe 
of ſuch as take great paines 1n the ſervice of 
| ſinne, and Sathan,in their youth ; they will 
cry out of the bitternes of it in their age: 

As Abner fayd to 12ab, they will finde it 
F bitterneſſein the later end, Thus wile Salo- 
 20u Ciflwadeth the yong man from whore- 

dome ; *Pro, 5. 8. Come not nigh the doore of 
her houſe ; Why ſo? 1, Leſt thou give thine 


bonour to others, and thy yeares to the craell ; i 

| thy credits gone, ver, 9, yea, and thy profit # 
ton, Left ſirangers be filled with thy wealth, l k 

and thy tabours be inthe houſe of ſtrangers ; 3 
it will emptic thy houſe of wealth, &c. | Ki 

| Service of | But this 15 not all. 7r w#ll be bitrernes in the , 


hnne, Bit- | end, Ver, 11, Leſt thou mourne at laſt ,and ſay, 


the cad, | How have T hated nſtruttion,&c. (7.e.) How " 

| | have I mil-ſpent my precious time,and neg- F 
| |} tected the {crvice of God, in my youth? f 
$ Now the way and chiefe meanes to pre- R 
| vent this, 15 to ſet our ſelves to ſerve God, | |. 
; even in our youth ; for this will bring | J; 

| ſweetnefi2 and comfort in time of age, Oh | F'. 

| what an happineſe, when a man can ay | I; 

| with Parxl. Act. 23. ; 7 have lived in all } 


\good Conjcience zZNnt9 this day. Or with the f; 
{young man, CMark. 10, 20. All this have I | |” 
kept from my youth, See the reſpe that our | || 
Saviour had to him for this ; Then Teſs be- | 

holding | 
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The beſt ſpent Time, | |. 
olting him, loved him : He even loved him, 4 
n ſome ſort, for his externall obedience : _—_ 
how much more will he love them, that $8-1 
truely, and ſincerely love and ſerve him ? _ 
ih, 14. 21, 23, He that hath my Commandc- «Tt; 
ments, and keepeth them, ts he that loveth me ;; _ 
ard he that loverh me, ſhall be beloved of my Ther 
Father, and F will manifeſt my ſelfe to him ; FE '»-- 
ve, my Father will love him, and wee will E--3 5 
cme aud make our abode with him, Q happis | —_. 
Companic | what greater comfort ? Tt is Wh”! 
heaven upon earth : in ſtead of the bitter. 11 
finnes of youth, we all have fellowſhip wath a |7 
the Father , and With his Sonne leſus C briſt, | on ; 
lyth the Apoſtle, x Toh. 1.3. | - WM! 

Thirdly, Time ſpent {incercly in Gods | 3- Benefit an « 

frvice in our youth, will make us conſtant= | 20 ſem] 7 
'y religious in our age. I know indeed, |  #9#tz2, BE © 
that ſome that have ſeemed Saints in youth, _ HAM "= 
have proved devils in their age : As Toaſh, | us conttant | 


' 11 Gods ler- 


&c, but they did but ſceme fo, they had oc | yi in our 
ly a forme of goalineſſe, but acnyed the power of | age- 

it,2 Tim. 3.5. But fuch as are; trucly and | 
{incerely religious in youth, will be con- 
{tant in age ; that 1s the right propertie of 
4 tree of Righteouſneſſe, ſal, 92, ( that 
Palme for the Sabbath day ) verſe 13. 14: 
They that be ( truely ) planted in the houſe of 
ihe Lord, ſhall fleuriſh in the Courts of the 
heuſe of our God. They ſhall ſtill bring forth | 
frat in their old age, they ſhall be fat and flou- 
71ſhing. To the ſame purpoſe 1s that ſpecch | 
| of Salomon, Pro, 22, 6, Trame wp a "= | 
| | ar 
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( or Catechiſe ) ;» the way he ſhould 'goe, and 
; when he is old, he will not depart fremit, Loe, 
the benefit of a religious education in| 
youth. He that ſpendeth tune 1n Gods fer- 
Vice, in his youth, will hardly neglect it in 
his age. He that is a Tymorhy, 1n his youth, 
for the moſt part, proveth a CMnaaſon, 
an old Diſciple in his age, Act. 21. 26, An 
| heart ſeaſoned with the true fzare of God in 
a mans youth, will make him, that he ſhall 
not depart from God when he is old. Salo 
mon indeed fell foulely, and dangerouſly in 
his age, but returned to God by repentance 
at laſt, as is evident by his booke of Eccle- 
| faſtes ; yea, fee what warrant we have to 
| 'thinke thus ; Ter. 32, 45. And I will put 
| my feare in their hearts, that they ſhall never 
| depart fromme, He that once truely fearcth 
God, departeth not from him, 
| 4: Bexcf2. | Fourthly, The more time we ſpend, and 
The more . k a 
| comfort for | the More paines we take in Gods ſervice in 
| we preſent, | our youth, the more comfort ſhall we have, 
| etory here- | for the preſent, and the more glorie here- 
395 after : this addeth ſtill more weight, and 
maſlinefſe to our crowne of glory in hea- 
ven. The ſmall paines that we take in Gods 
ſervice, ( though in compariſon they be 
but as for a moment ) yet worke unto 15, an 
erernall and exceeding weight of glory, as the 
Apoltle ſpeakes, 2 Por 4. 17.' O how this! 
ſhould perſwade us to beginne betimes} 
| | The ſooner wee beginne to ſpend time in 
Gods ſervice, the more time ſhall we ſpend | 
| in 
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The beſt ſpent time, 
init, and reape the more glory hereafter. 
Thus 1s evident by that Parable of the Ta- | 
lnts. The more Talents we have, and the | 
better we employ them, the more glorie in | 


heaven. See what is ſfayd to him that had 
five Talents, well improved, Lak, 19. 17. 


cauſe thou haſt beene faithful in afew things, 
pave thou authoritie over ten Cities, Yea,who | 
muſt have the odde Talent, but he that had 
ten before ? Yer. 24. Andhe ſayd unto them 
that ſtood by, Take the T alent from him, and 
oiveit to him that hath ten Talents, They ſaid 
unto him, (v. 25. ) Lord, he hath tes T alents, 
(i.e, )he hath enough alreadie ; now obſerve 
the anſwer, ver. 26. For unto-every one that 
bath, ſhall be given, &c, He that ath moſt 


earth, ſhall have the greateſt reward, and 
the moſt glorie in heaven, Oh therefore 
[beginne betime to get grace, that thou 
mayeſt have the more glorie in heaven. 
Fitthly, The ſooner we beginne to ſpend. 
time in Gods ſervice, the ſooner ſhall we 
beginne to requite our Parents love, and 
to affoord them comfort, The childes well- 
doing, Is the Parents comfcrt. Yea, many 
Parents , that are not fo religious them- 
ſelves, rejoyce yet to ſe their children zea- 
lous, and forward that way. 4 wiſe Some 
maketh a plad Father, fayth Salomon, Prov, 
10. 1. A wiſe Sonne, that 1s, a religious 


vel done, thou good and faithfull ſervant, be | 


oe A ; | 
oTrace ro ſpend moſt time jn Gods ſervice on. 


childe, one that ſetteth himſclte to ferve | 


| _ God 
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5. Benefit. 
Hereby wee | 
ſhall com. 
fort our pa- 
reats, and 
requitc ter | 
loyc. 
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pA Metive . 
| 3 Nece/jity. 
Eccleſe12.1. 


| 


Sundry miſ- 
| chiefs which 
flow from 
the neglect 
| of it, 


x Miſcy:eſe 
Wee ſhall 
| ſerve worſe 
Matters, 


| . . 
hath nojoy, IT rmarvaile not more, that old 


| long before, with their vicious courſ*s. | 


i ——— 
—_ tt... tes. tt, a. _ 
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God in his youth, he rejoyceth the heart of 
his Father : But a fool1/h Sonne ( that is, an 
ungodly Impe ) 2s the greefe of bus Mother, 
Vngodly children, like a viperous brood, 
doeate out the very hearts of their parents, 
and doe ſtab their hearts with ſorrow, and 
heavineſle. It is a ſtrange ſpeech of Salomon, | 
| 17. 21. He that begetteth a foole ( that is, an| 
ungracious child, for that is Salomoys foole) 
doth it to his ſorrow ; and the Father of a foole| 


Ely brake his necke with his fall at laſt,then 
that his ſonnes had not broken his heart 


Oh let us therefore fterve God in our youth, 
that it may bea comfort to our Parents 1n 
their age. Here is the fifth Benefit. 
| But beſides the Vtilitie, let us ( in the {c- 
cond place) conſider the Neceilitie. For 
beſides the expretſe charge that wee have 
from God to this purpoſe,ſce the dangerous 
conſequences, and inconveniences that tol- 
low upon the negle& of it. So that wee 
mult needs doe it, or we mult doe worſe. 
Now the miſchietes that due eſpecially flow 
from the negle&t of Gods ſervice 1n our 
youth, are principally five, 
Firſt, If we doe not frrve God in our 
youth, we ſhall ſerve worſe Maſters, /e. the 
Bevul, the world, and rhe fleth. He that 


| is unavoydable ; obſerve it , Epheſ. 2, 2. 


ſerveth not God, mult ſerve the Devill ; it | 


| Whercin, in times paſt ye walk;d, according to 


the 
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the conrſe of this world, according to the Prince 


worketh in the children of diſobedience, But 


that time yee Were without Chriſt, &C, with- 
mt God in the World: He that is without 


become the ſervants of Zod, we are all the 
vaſfals of Sathan, and ſlaves to our own fil 
thy Iuſtes. Tus 3. 3, For wee our ſelves 
were ſometimes fooliſh, ſerving arverſe luſtes, 
and pleaſures, &c, Loc, our woctull Valters, 
untill we fet our ſelves to ferve God ; Li- 
wing in malice, hatefull, and hating one ano- 
ther , ſayth the Apoſtle there : Tee cannot 
ſerve God and Mammon, fayth our bleſfied 
Saviour, at. 6. 24. As if he had fayd, 
Yee cannot but ſerve one of tnem ; He har 
committeth ſinnezs the ſervant of {ine ; 2 wo- 
fall Maſter, See what lamentable wages 
{uch Maſters ufually give their ſervants 1n 
the end z The wages of ſinne ts death, fayth 
the Apoſtle, Rexz, 6, 23. See then how ne- 
cefary 1t is to ſerve God, and that ſpeedily ;, 
for till then, we mult of neceſſitie ſerve wo- 
fill Maſters, for wofull wages. But O the 


| 


ſervice; Ver. 22, But new being made free 


if the power of the ayre, the Spirit that now | 


how came this to paſſe? See, Yer. 12. At| 


| 


| 


happineſſe of ſich as ſpend time in Gods | 


from ſinne, and become the ſervants of God, | 
\jee have your frent wmto holineſſe, and the 
lend everlaſting life, There 1s excellent 
Wages. 


Chriſt , and without God, will not, nor | 
cannot be without his Iuſtes. Vantill we | 
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| left, without great difficultie ; Jer. 13. 23, 


Leopara h:s ſpots ? then may yee alſo doe good, 


| God hath 
Juſt caule, 
| eo reject | 


| 2c 


_ K . | 
| ſich in their 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 
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we ſt our ſelves to ferve .God, the more 
diificult and hard we ſhall finde it, if we 
do2returne to God at laſt. He that poſteth 


the contrary way, 1s {till the farther from| 
his journeys end, and will have the leſ 


minde to returne, Continuance 1n evill, 
breedeth a cuſtome jn ſinne, which 1s not 


Can the e/Ethiopian change his sRtnne, or the 


that are accuſtomed to doe evill. It 1s excec- 
ding dithcult, When a man hath gotten 
a cultome of ſwearing , or drinking , or 
Sameing, how hard is 1t for fuch ro be re- 
claimed? A twig is ealily dealt with,which 
1S unmoveable, if 1t grow: till 1t become a 
tree, How tractable was 79e/> in his youth? 
but 1n his age intolerable. He that was gui- 


acd by 7e9ja44 1n his youth, killed his 


 fonne Zachariah afterward. Much more, he 


that is bad 1n his youth, may te worſe 1n 


| . 
his azc. 


Thirdly, How juſt is it with God to 
rej<> thei 1n their age, which have rejc- 
cted his ſervice in their youth. Men thinke 
any thing is good enough for God, the rot- 


ten old age, the blinde, and the lame, and 


the {icke ; but how much they are deceived, 


| the Prophet ſheweth, al, 1. Offer it now 
| to thy Prince, or thy Governour, (layth the 
Lord )) woxuld he accept it at thy hands ? Sup- 


pole that a Souldier ſhould ſpend all his 
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: Secondly; The longer we ſtay, before| 


” youth, 
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The beſt ſpent 
youth , 1n ſervice againſt his Soveraigne, | 
and then in his old age ſhould offer his ſer- 
vice to his Prince : How juſtly mightſach 
a baſe offer be rejeted ? Why ſhould we 
ſpend the flower of our youth in vanitie, 
|and yet thinke that God ſhould accept of us 
\in our age? He that runneth from God, the 
createſt part of his life, God may hide hfin- | 
'{lte from him at his death : witneſſe Spira, 
|and the Kentyp Apothecarie ; how wotully 
that had negleed his ſervice in their lite ? 
| When the Father ſeth the childe readie to ' 
play with every toy, or feather, and not to 
minde his way, he ſ{teppeth beiinde a buſh, | 
and hideth himfelte a good while before the 
childe can finde him : fo dealeth God with 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


jt thy felfe, O God of TIſracl the Saviour, 
l/a, 45. 15: E's 
If Gods children will walke fo neare hell | 
mouth, the greateſt part of their lite, no 
-marvell if at the time of death; the Lord 
take them by the heecles, and make them be- 
1:eve, he will throw them in, So I conceive 
the Lord dealt with Sp:ra, and the Apothe-J 
carie. f love them that love me, fayth Wike- | 
done, and they that [echo me early, ſnall fine | 
me, Pro.'$. 17, To intimate untous, that 
It 1s 
There is a time, when: God will not be 
found; as is intimated, 7/2. 55.6: Ste an 


1 


| 
| 


experiment of ſack as'come-tobilatey ana; | 


did God hide himfelfe from them in death, | 


his children ; Yercly, thou art a God that by- | 


f 


poſſible for a man to come too! late. | 


| See their 
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were rejected ; Pro. 1. 28, 29, Then ſhall 
they nos but I LEY not anſwer : they ſhall ſeeke 
90 early, | ut ſhall not finde me : Why fo ? Be- 


teſt extreamitic, 
4 Miſc hife d Fourthly , Tf a man were ſare to eſcape 


cauſe they hated knowledge, and did, not chooſe 
the feare of the Lerd, See what it 1s, to put 
| off the ſervice of Cod to the laſt. Let E/ay | 
admoniſh every one of us, to beware 7 
comming: tao late 3 Heb. 12.16, 17. Left 
there be any fornicatar, or prophanc perſon, at | 
| Efan, who for one mor{(ell of meate, ſold bu 
| bir th-right : Why ſo ? For yee knoW, how that 
 aftermar 1 ( when he would have inherited the 
| ble ſing ) he was rejefted ; for he ' found 19 place | | 


of repentance , though he ſonght it carefully | 


? 


' reth a meſſe of pottage,before a birth-right, 

| is juſtly rejected, when he would inherit 
' the bleſſing, He that þ bateth to be reformed 
in his y outh, is "op likely to be rejeRed in 
[ his age £ Becauſe TI called, and yee refuſed, 

{ayth Wiſ: >dome, Pro. 1. 24, 1will therefore 
1c::oh at your deftruttion, and mocke when your 


 feare comme!th, vcr. 26. He that laugheth | 


, Wikedome to ſcorne, when ſhe reproverh, 
is juſtly derided of Wikdome, in his grea- 


this miſchicfe, and that he ſhould certainly 
te acceyted of God, at laſt, (if hedoe rc- 


| with tcares, He that (provhanely ) prefer- | 


' pent ) yet a man is not fare that he ſhall, or | 
can repent : Repentance 15 the gift of G 0d, 
as well as remiffion of ſinnes : fo that, 2 


| HONC can. be pardoned, unleſfle he een; 
O 
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| ſo none can repent, bat thoſe to whom it is 
g1ven : If God peradventurc will give them 
repentance, to the acknowledging of the trath, 
 fayth the Apoſtle, 2 75m. 2, 25, He that is 
 {o often called to repentance 11 his youth, 
| and negleReth it, Cod may jultly deny to 
| give himi_rep2ntance 1n his age, Except yee 
| repent, yee ſhall periſh , fayth onr Saviour, 
| Lak. 13+ 5. and except God give it, you | 
cannot repent. Oh therefore, whileſt God 
| calleth to repentance, and offereth the 
| MEanes , embrace It, It ye be denyed 1t 
afterward, 
| Men maydye three wayes at laſt with- | Men mar 
| ont repentance, which have rejetted it, in rg 
time of their youth : Firſt, They may dye | x Sudden!y; 
ſaddainely ; 1 Tyeſ. 5. 3. When they ſpall pram 
ſay, peace, peace, then hall ſwddaine deitrutli- | ty. 
on come apon them, &c, Ore, ſzcondly, 
| They may dye deſperately, at leaſt in their | 
owne ſenſe and teeling ; as Cain and Zudas, 
Or, thirdly, They may dye fallenly, and 
ſottiſhly,like Nzvall'; rates wita, fins ita; 
| 1 Sam. 25, Brititith in life, and bruitiſh in ' 
death ; after God {mote hum, hs heatr dyed | 
' within him, aud he was even lihs a ſtone : he | 
| | hadalong time to repent in, but he wanted. 
|| | an heart, his heart was dead within him, 
and he was like a ſtone. Tf a man were furs 
|| |to repent at laſt, and that his repentanice ' 
| | Chould farely be accepted, he might the farre | 
more faf:ly deterre and put off his repens | _ ... 
| tance,and ſerving of God,till age,or death : | 
but 
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| e4nguStine, And againe ; He that alwayes | 


— gl : grverth mercy to the 
1m 1a 11 


| 


Ht to morrow. Say wot to thy acighbeur, goe, 


| aflure thy liz God will pay thee thy wa- 
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but a man can be fare of neither of theſe : 
tor a$ TIue repentance 15 never too late ; 


©: oF I 
ſolate repentance 1s ldoms true, ſayth Sr, 


reattent, doth not alwayes | 
gzve repentance to them that aske it : Today 
if yer will heare his voyce , haracn not Jour 
hearts, fayth the Plalmiſt, P/al. 9g. 7, As 
if he had fayd, if yeerejet, or negle to 
heare the voyce of God today, your hearts 


may be fo hardened, that yee cannot licare 


| 


| 
| 


| 


ac come againe to morrow, {1yth Salomon, 
Pro. 3.28, How much leſſ 1s it meete to be 
1d unto a God, when he comineth unto 
thee, and wooeth the? to give him thy 
heart; Pro, 23. 26. Ay Soune, orve me thy | 
heart ; put him not off till rv morrow ; 

thou k:oweſt m7 what a day may bring forth x 
theretore boalt not of to morrow; thy heart 
| ray be farther off from God to morrouw, 
| then it is today, Oh therefore what thou 
 relolveſt to doe, doe it ſpeedily : the ſoo- 
ner, the better : He giveth rwice, that giveth 
gaickly, He that will not ſerve God 1n his 
youth, 1s 10 danger not tofferve him at all : 
and looke how thon, doeſt thy worke, fo 


IA > 
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| 


ges : and the Proverbe is ofcen true, e-/7 
old naught, will never be ocohr, 

Fifthly , It 15 a dangerous thing to neg- 
[<& the ſervice of God in the time of our 
youth, and to mifſpend it in the fervice of 
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ſinne and. Sathan.” Let no man fay, it is no 
matter for youth, no great matter for chil- 
dren, what they tay, or doe : O yes: (bre- 
| thren ) it is very mater1all : he that ſinneth 
in his youth, unleſſe he repent, 1s like to 
| {mart in his age. It doth not extenuate our- 
ſinnes, but aggravate them (rather ) that|| 
they are the finnes of our youth. See how | 
| ironically theWiſe-man ſpeaketh to the rio- | 
tous -young man, 1a Eccleſ, 11, 9, Rejoyce, 
O young man, 11 thy youth, &c, But remen- 
ber, that ( for thele things ) God will bring 
| thee rojudgement, This was one thing, that 
| aggravated the ſinne of Sodowe, that young | 
and old were guiltic of it, they were gene- 
rally ceaſtly and filthy,buth young and old, 
\ Gen, 19. 4. Did it any whit excuſ,or exte- 
 nuate the finne of E//s foniues, that they 

were young mei:? No ; it 1d aggravate it 
| rather, 1 Sam, 2, 17. Wherefore the ſinue of 
the young men,was very great before the Lord, 
fayth the Text. An odious thing for a young 
man tobe old m wickednefle; for a young 
| Man to be an old drunkard, or an old adul- | 
| terer , &c. (that is, a man ofa long ſtanding 
in viciouſneſſ, ) doth aggravate che ſinne 
| very much. Yea, God cannot endure pro- 
| phaneneſſ, no, not in children : and there- 

fore let no man fay, it is no matter for chil- | 
| dren, how prophane they be, or how un- 
gracious, no matter if they be mockers, and 
ſwearers, &C. O yes ( beloved ) God is a 
| Godoffach pure cyes, that he hateth pro- 
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| fayth the Text, there came forth lirtle chil-. | 
| dren out of the (itie, and mocked him, ſaying, 


— 
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phaneneſt, even in children, Sec an cxpe- 
rument of this, in thoſe children that nioc- 
ked the old Prophet E/iſpa, 2 King. 2. 23, 
24, eAs he was going up by the way to B ethel., 


| Goe #p,theu bala-head,Goe rp,thou bald-head : 
| now ſee thecvent of this 3 The old Propher 
| turned backs, and looked on them, and curſed 
| them 1n the Name of the Lord, and there came' 
forth tWo fhee Beares out of the wood, and tare 
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| beene for thee children, that they had been 
{ employed in the worſhip and ſervice of 
| God, that the Propliet might have bleikd | 
| them 1n the Name of the Lord ! Now the c- 


| y ' thu wy 
the Prophet, but the curſ2 of che great God, 


| fortie aud two children of them, God' will not 
! ſuffer the prophaneneſ of children to goc 
unpuniſhed. O how much better had 1t 


ſtate of all that negle&t the worſhip and 
ſervice of God, 1s a moſt curſed eſtate, whe- 
ther they be young, or old, For cur{ed are 
all they that erre from Gods Commandtments, 
as D avd ſpeakes,Pſal.119.21, whether they | 
be young, ar olde. Not onelv the curſe of 


15 readie to ſizeupon them, O then let us 


ſet our ſelves to ſerve God 1n our youth, 

nd we may have the bleſſing of God upon 
| us, both in our youth and age, Thus you ke. 
alſo the neceſlitie of 1t. 
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Containing a ſecora branch of the } ſe of e 


E xhortation. f 


& Econdly, Seeing time ſpcit In | yi of 6,7 | 


[ 
4 
Gods ſervice 1s the belt ſpent | | -<—_— | 6 


time ; This ferveth to exhort us, | © | pehapg 


ere eee a oc ee VER 


that have OIICCE begnu to terns | conitanc 1n F 5 

God, that we ſhould be conftant in it, It is | (29s fer jo up 
3s WW '# 

to no ) purpoſe to begin to ſerve Ged,unleſ | wee bave | - f| © 

weerefolve to hold on, and perſevere ; leſt | nee be- 
5 ib pF 
[WE be juſtly charged,with that of the Apo- i 
{tle Galathians 5,7, Te aid runne well, | | 


wh did binder your, that ye ſhould not obey 
the truth ? #,e, How commeth it to paſſe 
hat y ce did not perſevere? and tor this | 
they were juſtly called, © f906/5 Galuthi- 
| ans | Gala. 3.1. Iim* ſet in Gods {i- 
vice 1s fitly reſembled unto arace, Let 
| runne with patience the race that is jet bo 
fore us; ſaith the Apoſtle, Hebrewes 12, 1,1 | 

It is 2 Mere folly for any man tobcgln a | 

| race, unlefle he reſolve to per(: VCre and bes +2] 

| conſtant i in it ; and therefore faith tire Apo- OY 
{tle, x Cor, g. 24, So rune, that ye may ob- | 

taine; that is, begin ſeedily withont delay. 

and hold on contantly without intermiſli- Wl, 
| 01. This was holy David's pious r:folu- 81! 
— " Wa. tion, | | EUEE 
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tion, P/alm? 119, 33. Teach me, O Lord p= 
the way of thy ſtatutes, and [ ſhall keepe it vo 
unto the end, There was conſtancy,and per- i th: 
| ſeverance. Now (tor the perteRing of this i Va 
point) I purpoſe to runne this courſe, pe 
| 1. 1 will ſhew you the Motives, that Wvu 
may perſwadeus to it. | of 
| 2, The chief Meanes, that we muſt uk E! 
| ftOattaine it VV 
ALOtLves, I. The Motives, that may per{wade us dc 
keyr 7 |hereunto, are cſpccially theſe three. Ve 
I. Inregard of thecquity of it. w 
] 2, The Vrilitie, KF Fa 
3. Thc Neceſſity of it. L 
7 | T. Now the equityof thedutie appea-ſſ / 
| The equiry. |rCth in this, /c, becauſe the God of heaven | 7 
| Goo. our. [15 cur chiefe Lord, and Maſter, and we are if 5 


h1s Kryants, in many reſpets ; and.there- 
forc in-all equity it 1s fit that we ſhould be 
conſtant in his ſervice, | 


For. 1. We are the Lords profeſſed fer- i « 

; + | T / 

2, His vowed, or fworne ſ{:rrants, D 

2, His made ſervants. - d 

4- His bought ſervants. 1 

| And hillly, His obliged, or liired fr-|Þþ » 

Fanrs. ;- *, * > 

x. We are Gods ſervants by profeſſion : ||| 1 
wee doe all profeſſe our ſelves to-bee Gods |ſf 

ſervants; yea, we ſhould take itill from |þþ { 

any that ſhould ſpeake or repute us other- ||| 

wiſe, We are all ready to fay, with David, || « 

\ 


Pſaime 116.16. Behold, Lord, how that / 


6775 


netha. 


Tye beſt ſpent time, | 233 
yu thy ſervant, &c, We,weare Gods Li-| 
rorie 5 It appeareth by our very profeiTion, 
'that we would beeſteemed to be Gods {er- | 
Yants ; hence wecome to Church, we de- 
\pend upon his Ordinances, yea, no doubt, | 


but if we ſhould be queſtioned, the moſt 
of us would be ready to ſay to God, as the. 
Elders of 1/rael faid to lehn, 2 Kings 10, 

[When Jeh# had Maine his Maſter, hee ſen-' 
d&th this meſſage to the Elders of 1/rae, | 
Verſe 2. Seeing your MaSters ſornes are | 
with you, axd there are with you (hariots, | | 
aud Horſes, a fenced (ity alſo, and armonr ; | 

 Looke even out the beſt, andmeeteſt of your Hs 

Maſters ſonnes, and ſet him on 1 Fathers bt 
T7 brone, aid fight for your Maſters houſe : | 
But they were exceedingly afraid, faith the | ' 
Text, Verſe 4. and ſaid, Bebold,two K ings  # 


Croat TT TAI 


C. 


ſfrood not before him, how then ſhan!d wee 
frand! But they ſent unto lehu, ſaying, we 
| re thy (crvayts, and will doe all that thor 
alt bid us; Loe they were /ebx's ſervants. 
by profeſion. And the moſt of us, (no } 
doubt) are ready to profeſſe no leſſe to Cod, 
| Beho{d we are thy ſervants, and will doe that | 
 whieh thor ſhalt bi1 us. O then let us bee | 
conſtant in Gods ſervice, becauſe we are his | | 
 krvants by profeſſion. : | 4 

Sccondly, Wee are his vowed, or his 2 
{worne ſervants ; as appeareth by the pro- Ma 
miſe and folemne vow that wee made to | © | 
God inour Baptifme, which was, That we | 
would not only become, but alſo > 
DIY OaAS ; 
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| 234 | The beſt ſpent Time, Caae.Vl,| 
Ls Ga ECrans" and Palticiy: my 
} t11l our hives end, Yea, this vow we haye 
| renewed lince, fo often as we have received 
the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. How 
often have we puolikely and folemnly dedi- 
| cated our {res wholly to Gods fcrvice? | 
faying, Here Lord, wee offer unto thee our | 
ſelves, foules, and bodyes, &c. How can 
we then (for thame) flinch from his ſervice, | 
* { and be mnconſtant, havins fo often ſolemnly 
proteſted, and ſworne the contrary ? This 
madc David conſtant in t:ods frvice, be- 
| cauſe he had- ſworne to be conſtant in it, 
| Pſalme 119. 106, [ have ſwore, and will 
| performe it, that T will keepe thy righteous 
, judgements, We have vowed, and fworne, 
as well as Daved, and therctore malt needs 
be peryured perſons, it webe not conſtant 
tn Is ſervice; Offer wnto God praiſe, or 
thangeſgiving,and pay thy vows unto the moſt 
| Hegh, Pſalme 50,14. Wee are the Lords 
| ſworne fervants, and therefore it ftand- 
| eth with equity that wee thould bee con- 
|Rant, - - 
| 2 Thirdly, We are the Lords made fer- 
| We arc his | vants 5 1t 1s the very fpeciall end of our 
| vans. | Creation: we were made on purpoſe to | 
doe God ſervice. And therefore the con(!- 
| \deration of” our: creation , doth ſtrongly 
_ ibinde us. to bee conſtant in Gods fervice, | 


| Pſalme 100.2,3, Serves the Lord with glad- 
neſſe, come bejors his preſence with inging; 


and marke the reaſon of" it, verſe 3, Know 
l WI ( | Js 
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: 'WMle #45, and not we onr ſelves, How can 
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The beſt ſpent Time, 


"that the Lord he i; God, #t #s he that hath 


z chooſe but chearcfully and conſtantly 
9 ſervice ro our Maker ? And fo againe, 
pulme 35,6. O come let us worſhip, ana 
} gowne, and hnele before the Lord our 
laker, &c, And no marvell, for it is the 
zry end of our Creation,and comming in- 
this world, /-. to doe God ſervice, and | 
lreby to advance-his glory. Hz made al 
wngs for bis owns ſake, yea, even the wicks i 
1 for the day of evill, faith the Wiſcman, ! 
roverbs 16.4. It 1s for his owne fake,and. 
ry1ce, toadvance his glory,and glory will 
c have of us, one way, or other, one time, 
r other ; 1t we doe not honour him by 
'0ng his plicaſare here on earth, we ſhall 
rctorce gloritic his juſtice, in ſuffering his 
:lafare for ever in hell ; the Lord will at- 
ane his owneend, 1n one kinds or other, 
For my glory bave I created bums, {auth God, | 
| have formed him, yea, I have mage him. 
Another Motive,to be conſtant. 

Fourthly, We are the Lords bought fer- | 
rants, redeemed and purchaſed at a very. 
Treat rate, to this purpoſe only, to doe God 
ſrvice, Suppoſe a man ſhould mcete a 
poore man going to priſon for debt , 
(whence hee was never like to come out) 


and ſhould pay the ſumme, and ft him at | 
lidarty, upon condition, \ that hee ſhould 
bee conſtant in his ſervice as long as he li- 
ved; Oh with all my heart, , would the 


| 


His bought 


ſervants, Or | 


by way of 
Redemprt1- 


Olls 
Simie. 
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| The beſt ſpent time. CHap, VI 
poore man ſay, how much better isitt 
ſerve thee, then live 1n a pciſfo'1, a duna, 
on all my dayes ? he wag ſtrongly engage 
to that mans ſervice. Here 1s our very cafe. 
| We are all priſoners by nature, and Sathy, 
is rcady every moineat to Cary us to th 
priſon of hell, where we ſhould rot, an 
burne for ever ; now the Lord redeemet 
vs, and ſetteth us at liberty from the fervic 
of {inne and Sathan, and the bondage 
corruption ; Deliver, him from goin; 
downe to the pit, faith the Lord, his Ran 
| ſome is paid, according to that 1n ./ob 33 
| 28. Oh then how ſtrongly dotlvthis bind: 
us, to be conſtant in Gods fervice, tint wr; 
ſhould have a care never to depart iron 
him'? Ye are not your owne (laith the Apo- 
ſtle, 2C or. 6,19.20.) 6#t ye are bought with 
a price, and therefore elorifie God, tn you 
bodies and ſontes, for they are Gods : Ye are 
| redeemed with a great price, not with corrnge 
tible things, as ſilver ani gold, from your 
Paine converſation; but with the precioy 
blond ef Chriſt, 24 of a Lambe without ſpot, 
faith the Apoſtle, 1 Peter 1. 17, 18, Ex- 
cellent to this purpoſe, 1s that in the ſong 
| of Zachary, L&k.1.63, Bleſſed be the Lora 
God of [/eact, for be bith viſited, andre- 

deemed his people, But to what end hath hc 
done this ? That he ſheweth plainely, ver 
74. That we being delivered out of th, 
| banas of oxr enemies, might ſerve him with. 
On? feare, inholme(e, and righreonſueſſ, p; be. 

| ore 
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The beſt ſpent time. 


1 him, all the dajes of oxr life, So that the | 
'W:idcration of our redemption ſhould | 
nke us conſtant tn Gods ſervice, becauſe | 


ewereredeemed, and bought to thatend | 
;{ purpoſe, Thus Afo/erexpoſtulateth the | 


| 


DO CD £m 


| 


] 


8: with thoſe revolting /rae/ttes, Dent. | 
7 : 6, Doe ye thus requate the Lord, O ye 
> people and wnwiſe ? Is not he thy fa- 

8. that bath bought thee? Hath henoat 

W..: :her, and eftzblihed thee ? The finne 
"W:oacklliding is fearcfully aggravated,from 
* conflideration of the Lords fingular 
oodneſſ 1n our creation,and redemprion z 

Wow the very end of God, in the great 
Jiorke of our redemption, is to parge #5 co 
in;ſelfe a peculiar people, that we might be | | | 
c«to125 of good worker, f if 

Fiftthly, Wee are the Lords hyred ſer | 5 

ants, and doe daily receive our Wages | We wc his 
rom him ; yea, # him it 5, that we live, One OY 

mi move, and bave onr being, After the | 
Word hath made us, and ſent us into the 
vorld, - alas, we all ftand dl, and doe 
1m no rvice at all,untill the Lord be plea- 
£d.to hire us, and ſet us a worke, Harts, | 
9.7, Why ſtand yee here all the day rae, 
(ith the Lord of the Vineyard ) goe ye #r- 
) the Vinejard, ind worke, &c. Loc, wee 
2 the Lords hired rvants, who is a molt | 
xccllent paymaſter, and very bountitull, 


—. 


lides our wages, he 1s very kinde unto us, | 14d 
in many fſpeciall gifts, and vailes, fa. 65. | E Fi} 
| 12, 14, Behold, my ſervants ſhall eat, and ye | by 
Y all | - , 4 at 
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offending Iſraelites, Goa farbsd, that I 


T he beſt bent Time. Craryi 


ſaall be hungry; my ſervants ſhall Arinke 
and ye ſpall be thirStie ; Yea, he is ſucha My 
ſter as daily loadeth us with gifts and bene 
fits, P/alme 68,9. Bleſſed be God, even th; 
God of our ſalvation, who daily loadeth y 
with his benefits, an\1 all to this cnd ay 
purpoſe that we might be faithfull and con 
ſtant 1n his fervice, that we might 94err 
his ftatates, and keepe his lawes, that is eve 
the very right uſe of all his mercies. Whe: 
| /oſpra Fad reckoned up Gods ſingular mer 
cies towards the ewes, in Loſhnah 24, Se 
| the uſe of all, verſe 14,' Now therefore fear: 

the Lord, aud ſervehim; And now, Ira! 
what deth the Lord require of thee, but onj 
to love the Lord thy God, and feare, ani 
ſerve him? Dent. 10, 12. This was god- 
ly Samvels argument to the revolting and 


fhorld finne againſt the Lord, in ceaſmmerrl| 
pray for you, but [will ſhew you the goo | 
and the right way, 2 Samnel 12,24, &Wſ 
as if he had faid, I will not only pray for 
you, but I will alſo further teach, and 1in- 
{tru& you \n the right way ; one/y feare 
the Lord, and ſerve him, for conſider what 
great things he hath done foy you; elk ail * 
man in this caſe is worſe then the very Oxc| 
or Aſſe, as the Lord himfelfe ſpeaketh, 7/.| 
1.2,3. Heare 0 heavens, &c, the Ot| 
knowes his owner, and the eAſſe his MaSters i. 
Crib, but Iſrarl hath net knowne, my people | 
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have not tenderftood, And thus yee have | 
| 0 


© The beſt ſpent Time, 
kene the firſt Motive, that may perfwade us | 
tobe conſtant in Gods fervice, jc. In regard 
of the equity of it, 

Secondly, The ſecond Motive, that may 
perfivade us to ve conſtant in Gods fervice, 
is drawne from the conlideration of the V- 
tilitie of it. . It 1s commodious, and proft- 
table, that we ſhould be conitant, and per- 
{:verein Gods ſervice, There be many that 
ſay, Who will ſhew as any 500 ? Pal, 4. mea- 
ning,profit, And it is the Queſtion ofthoſs | 
prophanc ores, in Fob 21. 15. What us the; 
Almightie that We ſhould ſerve him ? Or what | 
| profit ſhould we have, if we pray unto bim ? tay 
they. Now to this, I anfwer, That con- | 
[ſtancy and perſeverance 1n Gods ſervice, 1s 
cxcecding uſetull, and profitable,and that in 
| many reipects. 


\aflurs a man, that when he dyeth, he ſhmll 
| 90e to heaven, What an admirable, and ae- 
{reable thing 1t 15, +t12t aman ſhould be a- 
ble tofay with tne Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 5, 1. Wee 


| 
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apPearetis 
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benefits» 
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Firſt, Conſtancie in Gods ſervice, wilt | r- 3-1-7. ? 


Te will af 
ſarews, tis | 
when wes <. 
CvC,we (hall 
g0c 0 ea. 

YEN, 


krow, that when 17s earthly hoaſe of our taber- 


God, an horſe, not made with hands, eternall is | 
the heavens. But how came the Apoſtle by | 
this afflurance 2 Vpon what ground did he 
thas- confidently aflure himielte 2 That we 
ſhall fee, Fer. 9g. Wherefore we /aboxr, that 


\nacle ſhall be diſſolved, we have a building of | 


whet rr preſent, or abſtnt, we may be accepted 
(of im. This was the ground of his rejoy- 
'Cing, The teſtimonies of cxer conſcience, that in 


| _ſompli- 


; 
| 


"wer. 
WW _ _—_— —_— —  {———__ ——_ __ wu ———— —_——__k 
LO = —- — 
* _— ho — _ ———___Ardw@w___—_—@l_uwws. <vodti_ lt. a. 44 "I" 


_ 
__ a 4 CES yt” 


M's _ EE j 
ms Io” 
$A e < i; Erie tab th 1 (he * 4 + a8. 7 SOS AWE. - * $7» f 
<2 bo oi 0 NS. et : ANI TIR 04 37 3 ; Le, FO W326. 2 
vs \ 4 Fr --j0Þ 6 OE RO WOO Os Co TE age ihe” Z OF ng 
3 AAS: SPS "3dr We, Ot 7 SS oa Dp TOO © og YE IS > 
ft 6 -þ - - - FY 2 Ex q k - "Bl » * =o OE INES” Os 
ST : oh OT. ES, SES i 


\ ſ HIRE CS R ES —_ 
"3. AE» Wo ; EE OF 0 Pp I a 2.7. 
£ 2 4, SC. 0" Ss IIS oe 
£ 0 Ro. 2s **- bc 4. 4 >... 
| « s Ae oe iP SO 3 i, oli 


. 
_ is Row 5 Mn batt — 


| 


| 


{ 


| 

2. Benefit. 
| This will be 
; Our Crowne 
| of glorie in 


Our age. | | 
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| entrance ſhall be miniſl red unto Jor, abunadant- 
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ſpent time. Cray, Y|, 


The veſf 


fimplicitie, and goaly finceritie ; not with fleſs. 
ly wiſedome, but by the:grace of G od., We hay: 
had our converſation in the world, % ("or 1.12. 
Vpon this ground he expeRetia a crowne 
of Righteoutneſke, 2 7m. 4.7, 8. Conſtan-| 
 cie and perſeverance, is the very condition| 
| required, and expreſſed in tne Lords graci- 
ous promiſe ; He zhat endureth to the end, 
ſhall be ſaved, fayth our Saviour, Mat. 24, 

13. Be thou fatibfull unto the death, and I 
will give thee the crowne of life, Rev, 2, 10. 

In due time. wee ſrall reape, if wee faint not, 
 fayth the Apoſtle, Gal. 6. 9. Yea, this dili- 
| gence and conſtancie in Gods fervice, is 

that which will give a man abundant afſu- 
 rance of eatrance into the Kingdome of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. Excellent to this purpoſe is that 
of the Apoſtle Perer, 2 Pet. I. 5. 11. Where- 
fore giving all dil;gence,adae to your faith ver- 
1216, an to your vertue knowledge, &c, (1.e, ) 
be abundant, and conlitant in Gods ſervice: | 
now marke the reaſon, Yer, 11. For fo as 
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| ly wnto the everlaſting kingdome of Ieſies ( brift. 
Oh what a precious thing is this! 
Seconaly, This will bea crowne of glo- 
ric to Us, in our old age ; /c. if we becon- 
[tant. See the teſtimony of Sa/omon for this, 
Pro. 16. 31, Thehoarie head is a crowne of 
| glorie,when it ts found in the way of Righteouſ- 
neſſe: That will not onely be a great ho- 
' Nour and credit, tor a man in that caſe, but 
alſo the Lord will ft a crowne of gloric 
upon! 


Ge tte Ale. 
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|tyr of Jeſus Chriſt : here was aright rrec of 


The beſt ſpent time. 
upon the hoarie head, that is found in the 
| way of Righteouſneſle, and 1s conſtant in 
| Gods ſervice. Here was Pauls crowne of | 
 glorie, that though 1n his yourh he was a 
 perſecuter, and injurious, ( for they that 
| ſtoned S tephen, layd downe their cloathes at a | 
Joung mans feete, whoſe name was Saul, AFF. 
(7.58. & (hap. 8.1, And Saul was conſen- 
111g unto bis death, fayth the Text, ) But af- 
ter he was once truely converted, and was 
centred into Gods ſervice, ſee how conſtant 
he was 1n 1t, even untill old age : yea,death | 
it ſelfe : as appeareth by his ovwne ſpeech 
to Philemon, Ver. 8, 9. Though } mught & | 
much bold in Chr1$, to enjoyne thee that which 
i convenient ; yer, for love ſake, I rather be- 
ſeech thee, being ſuch a one as Paul the aged, 
and noW a priſoner of Teſizs Chriſt, Here was | 
Pauls crowne of glorie, /c. that in his-old 
age, he was a priſoner, and a conſtant Mar- 
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righteouſneſs, which brivgeth forth fruit 
|in their age, yea, in their old age, and even | 
then be fat and flouriſhing, P/al. 92. 14. | 
This was Mnaaſons crowne of glory, that } | 
he was juſtly called an old Diſciple ; T7 | 
brought us to the houſe of one Mnaaſon, «n 12 | | 
| Dsſceple, with whom we ſhould lodge, fayth the | 
Text, A. 21.16, Let this alſo periwade | 
us to conſtancie and perieverance, |; | 
| Thirdly, Conſtancic in Gods fervice, 18 | .z;...*.1.. + 
that which will afſure as that wee are the | C aſſure 1s, i PR 
true Diſciples and followers of /eſ3s Criſt, | re | 
| R Oh! optes. = 
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Oh what an admirable thing is this ! Who 
would not but labour to be aſſured that he 
is of the number of Chris: true Diſciples, 
and no hypocrite 2 Why now, conſtancie 
in Gods ſervice will aflure a man of this, 
See anexcellent place for this purpoſe, oh, 
8. 31, 32. 1f ye continue in my Word (in| 
yeelding of conſtant obedience unto m 
Word ) then are ye my Diſciples indeed, and 
yee ſhall know the truth, and the truth ſhall 
make yeefree, fayth our Saviour. But on the 
| other ſide, he that wavereth, and 1s uncon- 
ſtant, hath great cauſe to ſaſpe&t himſelte, 
to be no better then an hypocrite. Sec an 
excellent place for this purpoſe, P/al.106.3. 
| Bleſſed are they that doe judrement and he that 
aoth riohteouſne(ſ e at all times : they arc one- 
[ly happie, that are conſtant in Religion : 
but'the hypocrite 1s fickle and 1nconſtant ; 
| Fob 27. 8. What ts the hope of the hypocrite, 
though he hath gained, when God taketh away 
his ſole ? He 1s ina woefull eſtare at that 
time. Why fo ? And who are theſe, that have 
cauſe to ſuſpe& themſelves to be but hypos 
crites * That yee ſhall ſee, Yer, 10. Will he | 
| delight himſelfe in the Almightie ? Will he al-| 
| wayes call z7pou God ? Wull hebe conſtant 
[in Gods ſervice ? No fare ; in time of | 
temptation they fall away, and fo difcover 
their unſoundneſk and hypocrifie ; for fo 
| argueth the holy Apoltle, x /oh. 2. 19. They 
went out from us, but they were not of us; for 
| if they had beene of us, they would no doubt 
bave | 
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have continued with us - but they went out, 
that they might be. made: manifeſt that they 
were not all of us. \Will »ce alſo ge away *| 
fayth onr Saviour to his Diſciples, oh. 6. | 
| 67. Hethat.is a true Diſciple of Chr7ft, will 
be conſtant in his ſervice, and never depart 
from him : yea, he will be readie to fay, 
with Peter, ( thongh without boaſting 0 

his owne ſtrength ).Though all men ſhould 
fomfake thee, will F never fcrſake thee : yea, 
| thouols Ifould dye with thee, yet 11 1 nor ac- 
ny thee, ATat, 26. 35. No cueſition Peter 

{pake as he thought,when he {a1d ſo,though | 
his owne ſtrength failed him;when it came 


4 


| 


to the poyut. ut he that reſolyeth the like, | = 
in the [trength of the Lord, and cut of the f 
fight and ſenſe of his owne weakneſſe, (it he A 


fhonld be left to hirafclte ) tha man may 
comfortably aſſure himſcitz, tha#he 1s a true 
Dyſciplc ot Chrift Feſts, | :":+r4 
Fourthly, Conftancic 11 Gods kervice, | 2. Benefit. 
wilkaflure us of the Lords gracious readi- | That God 
| we” ' will hhieare 
neſſe to heare our prayers : the Lord will be ,;. Sri... 
; conſtant in Learing the prayers of that man 
which, is conſtant in doing him: fervice; | 
1 Toh. 5.14. Thi 15 the confidence that we? | 
\ have mn him, that if we aske any thing, .accor- | 
ding to bes will, he hearath mm, Oh what an 
| happie thing, for a:man to beaffured in his. 
{oule, that his prayers are heard, and finde 
acceptance with.the Lord ?, Now if a man 
be conſtant in Gods\fervice, he may be afſu- * 
red of his intcreſt.in thoſe gracious promi- | 


_ \ 
, 4 W > ' 
| <2 Þ> p [ 
X a ” w if | 
WM . = os s Sn I : 
—_— - _- 


' OY — — 
— —— —_————_— _ - _ —_— CG” ” —G——P— ———_—O——— ES > — -— c_  — — a — * <— "I - . <—_— 


a_ 


| | 244 | The beſt ſpent time. CHrae.V]. 


- ſes, at. 7. 7. Aske, and yee ſhall have . 
| ſzeke, and yee ſhall finde ; vecks, and it ſhall be 
4 opened unto you, Or that in 1/a. 65. 24. It 
ſhall come to paſſe, that when they call, I will | 
anſwer ; and while they are yet ſpeaking, 1 Will 
| heare, Now nothing will more certainly 
| aſſureus of this, then conſtancie ir1 Gods 
ſervice. Sec that excellent ſpeech of our Sa-| 
| viour, 70h. 15.7, If yee abide in me, and my 
Word abide in you ; yee ſhall aske what yee wit, 
and it ſhall be done unto you, Conſtancic in 
Gods ſervice, aflurcth us, that God heareth 
our prayers, and will grant our requeſts, fo 
tarre as ſhall be expedient. Herenpon 1s that 
admirable ſpeech of the blind man, 1oh.9.31. | 
We know that God heareth not hnners ; but if 
| any man be a worſhipper of God, and a doer of 
his will, vim he heareth, Loc another ſpect- 
all b-nefit f | 
wk +<ph  Fitchly, He that is conſtant in Gods fer- 
Wb .. | vice, ſhall be taught of God, and direQed 
| eaughr of | 1n the truth, amongft all the multiplicitic 
| direacdin | Of opintons that are in the world, he ſhall 
| Bis trath, | know the Doctrine of Chri#t, and be able 
| tn ſome (ort to diſtinguiſh it from falſe'Do- 
&rines,and opinions,thart are in the 1yorld; 
| Ay ſheepe heare my v0 2yce, and follow me fayth 
| Our Saviour, 7oh, 1o, 27. Yea, they know 
- | his voyce, and are able to diſtinguiſh it|}| 
from the voyce of ſtrangers, ver. 4, 5.'The|l 
| Sheepe follow him, ( that 1s, the good Shep-|}[ 
| heard ) for they know hi woyee, amid a ftran-\ 
' ger wil! they not folloW, but flee from him, for 18 
| | they iN 
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they know not the voyce of ſtrangers, ſayth the 
Text, Here is the happineſſ ofa true Sheepe 
of Chriſt, one that is conſtant in Gods fer- | 
vice, So, Pſal. 25.12. 14. What man u he 
| t9at feareth the Lord ? him ſball he teach ia the 
way that he ſhall chooſe, Yea, the ſecret of the | 
| Lord 1 with them that feare him, aud he will 
ew them his Covenant : They that fare and | 
ſerve God conſtantly, ſhall be acquainted 
with the ſecrets of Religion. O. what an |} 
happineſſ? 1s it for a man to be aſſured in his 
ſoule, that he is of the true Religion, among þ 
all the rel1g1ons that are. in the world. 4 
Hence is that ſpeech of our Saviour, Joh. 7. | 
16, 17. My Dottrine t not mine, but his that 
ſent mee : yea, but how ſhould a man know 
that? that our Saviour ſheweth, Yer, 17. 
If any man. will doe his will, he ſhall knoW of the 
Dottrine, whether it be of God, or whether 1 
ſpeake of my ſelfe : A molt ſ\yect and admt- 
rable benefit ; a conſtant and conſcionable 
care to yeeld obedience to what we. know, 
is the beſt meanes to perf, and increaſe 
our knowledge, This made David wiſer 
then his enemies ; yea, then the Ancient ; | 
yea, then his teachers ; becauſe he was a 
conſtant praftitioner of what he knew 3 
 P[al. 119. 98, 99, &c. He that would be 
aſſured of the truth of his Religion, let-hum | 
be conſtant in the duties of Tods worthip 
{and ſervice ; for this alone will doe 1t. 
| Hereupon it was , that many poore filly | 
men and women in Queene Aary s dayes, | 
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| faled the truth with their blood ; ; when 
| many great Schollers RIlaway. 
E. Benefit. | Sixthly,and laftly,Conftancy in the duties 
* eh yarn of Gods worthip, and fervice, will foord 
| fort in the | | A MAN CON if Ort 1n time of trouble: * Vea, 1N 
[| ceaett | rhe houre of death : this will make aman| 
char cn | able to lift up bis head with joy, in that —_ | 
+ qe hg] | as if his redemprien drew nich ; Pſ. 
j indearhn, | Afarke the r-pright men, ani behold the Yb 
© | thatis, hetlat is conſtantly juſt and up- 
right ; for the end of that man ſhall be peare, 
fayth the Pfalmiſt; See an experiment of: 
this, in diverſe examples. 1, The example: 
| of Gods Church, ingreat aftlition and per-| 
| ecution, P/al. 44. je their woefull milc- 
C | - | r1e, Ver. 13, 14. &C. Thou makeSt us a re-}| 
o proach to otr netohbours, a by-wor a 2 ſhaking 
| | of the hcad amons ſt the people. My confuſion 
25 commually before me, Ver, 15. eAll this 
come upon us, Ver. 17. Well, what Was it 
now that did affoord them-comfort, in this | 
their cxtremitie ? Surely their: conſtancic 
in Religion ; Yer. 17, 18. Yet have wee not | 
forgotten thee, nor have deals falſely in thy 
| | Covenant 3 Ofr heart 15 not turned backe } ; ou | 
| ther 'WAY our ſteppes declined from thy way 
=. | Yea , thongh thou hati fore broken us, in the 
place of Dragons, and covered us with the 
| ' ſhadow of death, 7 er, 19: SO, what 'wasit | 
Y' | that afoorde1 Iob <f ch comfort, in his cx- | 
| tremities, but his finceritie,and conſtancie? 
Two excellent places we Have for this . the 
| | one, in Fob 27,5. God forbia, that I ſhield 
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The beſt ſpent Time, 
jsſtifie you, fayth he to his friends. Why 
[not ® Were they not honeſt and religious 
men ? Yes ſurely, they were gracious men, 
and full of wiſedome ; but yet Tob6 would 
'not juſtifie them in that particular, where- 
| Fi they condemned him tor an hypocrite: 

they charged him with inconſtancice, and 

hypocrifie, and that he would never yeeld 

\anto, T1 I dye, I will not remove my tnte- 

| critte from me ; my righteouſneſſe 1 hold faſt, 

and will not let it goe, my heart foall not re- 

proach me, ſo long as I live, This was the” 
onely thing, :that did afbord him comfort, | 
1n his great extremities,and calamities, and | 
unjuſt cenſares of his friends ; he knevw, | 
that he had bcene ſincere, and conſtant in 
Gods ſervice, The other place for this pur- 
| poſe,is,Tob 23. when God hid himfelfe from 
| him, that he could not ſe him, Yer. 8, 9, 
whether he went forward, or backward, 
01 the right hand, or on the left, yet he 
conld not finde God ; What was his coms | 
tort ? Tet when he hath tryed me, T ſhall come | 
:et like gold ; T ſhall be the better tor all thts 

atlaſt, Yer. to. Well, how came he to be 

| flared of this ? That yee thall fee, Yer. 11, 
| 12. 21 forte bath held his ſteps, his Way have | 
| / bepr, and not declined ; neither have F gone 
 backe from the Commandemcnt of his lippes ; 
Thaveeſteemed the words of his lippes, more | 
Þ {4c1 my. neceſſary food: Here was his comfort, | 
 £ that he had beene conſtant in Gods {ervicey | 
\1t was grounded upon the confideration of | 
I | R 4 bis | 
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his perſeverance. The fecond particular ex. | 
ample, is that of David, Þ/al. 18. when he| 
was 1n many waters,read1e to be drowned, | 
environed with {trong enemies, Ver.16,17, 
Now what was his comfort in theſe caſes ? 
That yec thall ſ2e, Ver, 21. For [ have kept the | 
| Wayes of the Lord , and have not wickedly de. 
| parted from my God. Loe here, what will| 
affoord us comfort 1n our greateſt miſeries, | 
and extremities, {e. Conſtancie in cleaving | 
| to God ; and a vigilant watchtull care, not 
ro depart from him :; Al his judgements were 
| before me, and I did not put away his Statutes | 
from me, Ver, 22, T have beene conſtant in 
his ſervice. So, that of P/al. 119, fe what 
| dangerous {traites that good man was in; 
Fer, 107, 1am afflicted very much : How 
much David ? My ſoule is continually in my 
hand; 1 doe even daily cary my life in my 
hand ; there is but even a ſtep, betweene me 
and death : Well, how came that to paſſe? | 
| The wickea have layd a ſnare for me, ſayth he, 
| Yer, 110, Well, what was his comfort in 
all this, his Staffe touphold him in all theſe 
dangers ? Surely his conſtancte in Gods ſcr- 
VICC 3: { have [/Worne, and wil! performe it, that 
| I will keepe thy righteous judgements, V, 106, 
and Ver. 111, 112. Thy Teſtimonies have 1 
| clarmed 4s my heritage for ever ; for they are 
the rejaycing of my heart 3 and T have inclined 
E3, heart to performe thy Statutes alwayes, c- | 
ven unto the end, Loe, this will affoord us | 


comtort in the greateſt troubles that can = | 
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which hath becne good in thy | ſight, (4.e. ) have! | 


15 my chiefe comfort in this caſe. So, this 
and rejoycing z ; 2 Cor, I, 12. So, 2 Tir. 4. 4 


[am now readie to be 
God by death. Now fee the grounds of the. 
| Apoſtles comfort and confidence in that 
caſe; F have fought a goed fight, I have fini- 


led my comſe, 7 have kept the faith, (1 have 
ſpent time in Gods ſervice conſtantly, ) 


| Riohteonuſneſſe. And thus you fee at large 


| may perſwade us hereunto, is drawne 
| the conſideration of the neceſlitie of it ; It 


bs 
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Full us. Ye, thignw1ll afftoord comfort, and | 
confidence, even in death ; Thowgh he kill 
me, yet will I truſt in him, fayth lob, upon 
this ground, Jeb 13.15. Sec an example of 
this 1n that good King Hezekiah 5 What 
was his comfort when the Prophet brought 
him the meſſage of death, from the Lord, 

WO 38.37 Surely, his conſtancie, and lin- 
ceritie in the duties of Gods worthip and 
ſervice ; Remember now, O Lord, I beſeech 
thee, bowl have walked before aac in truth, 

and with @ perfelt heart, and have done that 


made Paul thinke on death with comfort, | | 


7, 8. The time of my departure 1s at hand, aud | 
ffcred, ſc. in {acrince to. 


Mane there 1s layd up for me a crowne of 


the Vtilitic of the dutie, which 1s the ſ&- 
cond Motive, that may perſwade us to be. 
conſtant in the duties of Gods worſhip and 
ſervice. 


Thirdly, The third and laſt Motive that | 


from 


is not onely equall, and profitable, but ex- 


] 


3: Motive. 
The nece(!:- | 
tle of ut» 
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| 
oy Coutanciel| c ecding neceſſary, that we ſhould be con- | 
 1n Gods fer= 
| vice is ne- ant in the duties of Gods worſhip and | 
| <<arie. | (ervice, This appeareth, not onely 1n re- | 
card of the expreſ command of God, to | i 
that purpoſe, but alſo,becau it is the ſpeciall | 
| condition required on our part, as ever we |l 
| expe the reward promiſed, (as wee have | 
| heard before ) but we ſhall finde 1t very ne- 
ceſfary in many other reſpets ; whereof 1 
| | will onely mention but one, or two,which 
I conceive to be the chicfe. 
| 1reuments | ut, Becauſe, without conſtancie and 
Ein perſevera ice, wee looſe all the labour and 
| El: we loo paines,that we havealreadic taken in Gods 
| ny 2rvice ; we have laboured in vaine, and to 
| kenin Gods |» NO purpoſ, if we doe not perſeve.e; if we 
oc: beie-| faint, We Are faire we ſhall never reape, as 
the Apoſtle ſeemeth to intimate, Gal. 6. 9, 


| All our righteouſneſſe ſhall not fo much as 
be once mentioned unto us, We ſhall be ne-| 
ver a whit the better for 1t, Ezcch, 18. 24. 
The ſoule of the Lord ſhall have no pleaſure m 
| kim Heb.10.38. See an experiment of this, 
In to famous examples to this purpoſe, /c, 
| Demas and Alexander. Sec what a good o- | 
a | pinion the Apoſtle had of this Demas, he 
# | remembreth his love to the Church of {"-- 
E: | i oſſe, Col. 4. 14. Demas-greeteth you : yea, 
. \he was one tf Paxls fellow labourers, Phi- 
> | Oo Hemon,ver, 24, And yet ſee how the Apoſtle 
[cryeth out of him afterward, 2 Tim. 4. 10. 
| | Demas hath forſaken us. having toved this pre- | 
_ world : NDemas hath loſt all his labour, 
ang, 
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and the credit of all his former proceedings. 
Yo for Alexander , ſ2z2 how zealous, and 
forward he ſeemed tobe, in At, 19. 33. 
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he was very like to have ſuff:red Martyr- 
dome ; and yet fee how the Apoſtle diſco- | 
vereth him afterward, for his damnable A- | 
\poltacie, 2.7 1m, 4, 14. Alexander the Cop- 
ner-[murh Gath done me much evill, the Lord 
reward him accordins to his worke ; for be hath 
creatly-mithſtood our words, So he loſt the. 
'bencht of all the good he had dor:e former- 
rv, But this is not all; fer $2 
| Secondly, The finne of back-ſitding and 
talling-backe from Religion, is a thing that 
15 moſt odions and hatefull to God ; the | 
(oule of the Lord abhorreth it ; the foule of | 


the Lord will have no pleaſure 1n fach, that | 


| 


is, hehateth and abhorreth them : hereup- | 


18, NC - Wn 
01 1t 1s compared to rhe romit of a Dogge, | 


[and the 'Sowes wallowing 1n the mire, 
2. Pet, 2.22, Yea, if any man draw backe, 
Heb.20.39. And how hard athing 1t 1s 
for ſuch to be brought unto Repentance:; 
| Heb. 6..5. If they fall away, it is impoſſible to 
renew them againe unto repentance : HOW=C- 
| ver, the back=ſliaer in heart, ſhall be filled with 
his owne wayes, *Pro. 14. 14.. And are quite 
loſt in their owne ſenſe, and feeling, which 
15evena little hell upon carth; as appeareth 
by the example of Francis Spira.and William 
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Danger of 
backiliding, |} 

2o 
It is a thing 
moſt odious | 
and batctul 
to God. 


| 
1t 1s unto his perdition, unleſie he repent, 
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both which arc lately»qubliſbed.. Yea, o 
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| 252 | The beſt ſpent time. C Ay. VI. | 


| the wockull eſtate of Lor's wife; Let the! 
judgement of Gud upon her, make us take 
| heede of looking backe, which 1s the effe&| 
of that ſpeech of our Saviour, Lak, 17. 32, 
Remember Lots wife, who for looking backe 
| was turned into a pillar of falt, Ger, 19. 46. 
| Whoſoever doe thus, unlefſe they repent 
-and doe thetr firſt workes, are in no caſe fit 
| for the kinzdome of heaven; for he that put- 
reth his hand to the Plough, and looketh backe, 
zs noffit for the kingdome of God, ſayrh our 
Saviour, Lak. 9. 62. | 
3 Thirdly, Wee had need be vigilant and\l 
| Necedary | Conſtant, in regard of the devils conginuall | 
| tart, be- | diltgence, in watching all opportunities 
| cxuſe the | fo doe us miſchiete, we had need continu- 
th conrinu- | ally to trand upon our guard, and ply our 
ally : doe | worke ; tor if wegive over, we immedt- 
' brig | ately become a prey to his malic1ous cruel- 


azd bring SI 
hq anedy tie, Whilſt the little bird 1s 1n at1on,and 
dome. * |Alying from buth to buſh, and from place to 


2H place, the is in no danger of being ſhot to 
death ; but when ſhe ſitteth ſtill, the be- 
commeth a prey to the cruell fowler, it is 
the Holy Ghoſts: owne ſimilitude, Prov, 
| 26, 2. eAs the bird by wanarmg, and the | 
| Swallow by fiyiag, ſo the cnrſe canſeleſſe 
| ſhall zot come. When did Davia become 2 | 
prey to the Devill and luſt, but when he| 
lay idely at: home, 2 Samet 11. upon his 
; bed. The Devill keketh continually to doe | 
us hurt, and by doing nothing,welcarne to 
doeevill.. Therefore this is; the: Apoltles 
| argument, | 


—————_——_ tt. — 


| 


ks. Zitat _ I— 


The beſt ſpent time, 


a 


argument, to perſwade to conſtancy and 
vigllancy, 1 Peter 5.8, For yorr adverſa= 
rr ,the Devill,as a roring Lion, goeth abont, 
ſeeking continually whom he may devonre. 
And thus yee ſee alſo the neceiitie of con- 
ſtancy, and perſeverance in the duties of 
Gods worſhip, and ſervice. ; It 1s cquall, 
profitable, and neceſſary. 

Now for the Meanes that wee mult uſe, 
that we may be conſtant, I will give you | 
only one generall, which will divide 1t 
klfe into ſundry particulars. | 

1. Ingenerall, get a right diſpoſition of 
heart to this purpoſe, without this it 15 1m- | 
poſſible for any to be conſtant in Gods fer- 
vice : therefore faith David, P/alme 119. 
I12, 1 havetnclined my heart, to performe 
thy Statutes alwmayes, It is only a good, 
and an honeſt heart, that is able to make a 
man hold out in Gods wayes, as our Savi- 
our ſheweth, Luke 8. 15. This made [eh 
fall away at laſt, notwithſtanding all the 
fire ſhewes he made of zeale for God, and 
his truth, Bur Jehn tooke no heede, to walke 
in the Law of the Lord God of Iſrael, with 
all his heart,ſaith the Text, 2 Kings 10,31. 
This made him cleave to leroboamr's cal- 
viſh Idolatry. So this made Simm a- 


} 


gres fall off, notwithſtanding all his fine | 
| ſhewes of Religion, his keeping company 


with the Apoſtles, h15being baptized, &C. 
he ſhewed plainly whathe was at laſt: And 


MECAanese 


Te General | 
A -righrt di{- f 
poſition of |} 
the heart, |} 
ſhewing 1c 


{clfe. | 


| how came that? 7 percezve that thy hears ts | 
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1] "7 be beſt ſpent Time. "PER: | 


Is fundwy 


ſpcc1alries: 


n. Spectall, 


I 
It muſt bee 
a faithfull 


| or belee- 


ving bicart, 


| ſhewed the danger of tackſliding ; fe the | 


| 


| I Peter 1,9, Recering the eud of your 


faith the Apoſtle, -if any man draw. backs, 


 intimateth {at leaſt) in that caſe, [f ary ma? | 
draw backe, my ſoule ſhall have no pleaſure 


not right, inthe fight of Goa, faith the Apo. 
ſtle to him, AFs 8,21, If we would perſc.\ {a 
vere in Gods ſervice , we mult labour toffff 
have our hearts ſet in a right frame. h 

Now (more particularly) it ye aske me, ſc 
what diſpoſition or frame of heart 1s 1t,thatſ 
we muſt labour for, if we would tce con-n 
{tant 1n Gods ſervice ? Ii 

1. I anſwer, that if we would be con-M a 
{tant in Gods ſervice, we mult labour fcr af 
beleeving heart, ati heart fraught with the 
- precious grace of true ſaving faith, This is 
that, which will make a man cconltant and 
v1Rtorious over all impediments, 1 7o4z 5, 
A, I. For W9/0eVer beleeverth and is bore 
of God, overcommeth the world: and thy 
i the viftory that evercommer' 32 wortd,f 
ever yoar fuith, True faving faith is of 3 
laſting nature ; he that hath :t, ca» nver| 
| periſh, bur have everlasting life, john 3.10, | 
Yea, this doth alwayes end in falvation, 


 fatth, even the {alvation of your forler, 


and fall off from Gods.ſervice, it is cither | 
tor want of faith, ;or-at lealt for want of a 
true faving faith. When the Apoutile had 


remedy which the Apoſile preſcribeth, or 


in him, We are not of them that draw back” 


| 


. . | 
nmto perditien, (there is the danger ) 6#r 


of 
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The beſt ſpent Time, 


of 2 them that beleeve, or follow faith to che 
ſaving of the ſonle, where is the remedy, 
[telogi Io. 38, 39. It anything make us 
hold out againſt Sathan, in that dangerous | 


conflict, 1t muſt be the /21eld of faith,wheyr- | 


by we may quench all the fiery aarts of the | 
wicked, Epheſians 6, 16. Above all, take n- | 
to you the ſhield of faith : if any thing at 
[all can doe you good, this is it. 
| 2, It muſt beſacha' farth, as worketh by 
ove, Galath. 5.6, And therefore in the {e- 
cond place, we muſt labour for a loving 
heart, 1f we would be conſtant : Let us. 
rve God for love, and that will make ns 
perſevere in it. Men wall beeconſtant in 
the workes they love, the Epicare 1s con-. 


Student is conftant at his booke ; And why 
[fo ? Becauſe they love theſe things, Charity 
{will make a man hold out, zr vopeth all 
things, and endereth all things , ſaith the 
| Apoſtle, 1 Cor.12. It never faileth, ver, e. 
They that ſerve God for love, reſemble the 
|Sunne, that ſhineth more and more, till the 
|perfe& day, or like Mount $2977 that ftar- 

leh faſt for cver, and canner be removed, 
Pa 1m, I25.I. Sce how conſtant is arch in 
{rrving for Rachel, Geneſis 29. 209. He ſer- 


Sat 4 few dayes, 1 regard of the love that 
he bad to her, fith the Text ; Love izt him 
|2 \worke, 2nd i thatmade him conſtant in It. 
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An heart 
franghe 
with the 
true feare 
of God, 


| peare? Surely by the conſtancy of it, /r 
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=. 


T he beſt ſpent time. le a wy VI 


Now what a ſhame for us, if /acob ſhould 
love Rachel, better than we love God, //l 
ye love me, keepe my Commandements, faith 
our Saviour, /obn 15.14. As if hee had 
faid, If yee love me, ye will doe it. Labour 
of love, will be conſtant. - He whoſe boun- 
tie, and charity is grounded upon true love 
to God, will beconſtant in 1t. It is an ex- 
cellent place to this purpoſe, Hebr. 6. 10, 
God z5 wot unrighteors, to forget your worke, 
| and labour of love, which yapave ſhewed to-| 
wards his Name, But how did that ap-| 


that ye have mimniftred wnto the Saints, and] 
ace miniſter, (4. e. ) this is a true {igne, that 
your charity, and workes of mercy pro- 
cced from love to the Name of G o », | 
becauſe yee are conſtant 1n them ; thus iſ 
argueth evidently that they are labours ofjÞ 
love. Hy 

Thirdly, 1f wee would bee conſtant in} 
Gods icrvice, we mult labour to have our ||| 
hearts fraught with the true feare of God, 
-This 1s one of the gifts of God, that arc 
without repentance, Romans 11.29. The 
feare of the Lord t cleaue, and endureth for 
ever, Pſalme 19.8, Bleſſed i the manthat 
 feareth alwayes, Proverbs 28.14. Hee that 
truly feareth God, will feare him alwayes, 
this will make him conſtant in Gods fr- 
| VICE, Jex, 32,40, 1will put my feare in their 
hearts, that th:y ſhall never depart from me, 
faith the Lord. The true feare of God wil:!F 
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make us conſtant,and therefore it is a chicfe 
point of wiſdome, to ſerve God with feare, | 
25 1s intimated, in P/a/me 2, 10, 11, Be 
wiſe now therefore, O je Kings, be enftrutÞ- 
ed, ye Indges of the earth ;, Well, wherein 
ſhould they chiefcly ſhe their wiſdome ? 
Verſe 11, Serve the Lord with feare, and 
rejoyce with trembling ; Why ſo? Surely, 
becauſe then they would bee conſtant, and 
keepe in theright way, or elſe they would |} 
bone periſh Irom it, asis 1ntunated ia the | 
next verſe 12. Kiſſe the Sonne, lefÞ be 
be angry y and yee periſh from the right 
WAY | $i 

Fourthly, If we would bee conſtant in | , CT, 
Gods ſervice, we muſt labour tor a ſound, | Moone he 
and an honeſt heart, It 15 onely the good, | 2 good and 
nd the hone!it heart that holdeth out; and | 
riageth forth fruit with paticnce ; Lxk.8.| 

5. Behold, thox defreF? truth mthe :nward 
fetions, faith David, P/alme 51.6, Be-| 
wſe the Lord knoweth ſach an heart will | 
& conſtant. A little before the Apoſtle | 
wwing the danger of backſliding, and in- 
onſtancy in Go ds ſcrvice, hee preſcri- 
xth this, | as 1t were a remedy, to preveut | 
hat danger, Heb. 10. 22, Let ts draw nigh | 
0 God, with a true heart, fc, Such an! 
Kart wall make a man conſtant and firme 
- |{ndeed 3 therefore faith David, P/a7.1 19. 
'o. Let my heart be ſeund in thy ftarmes,\ 
at ] be not aſhamed, Atrue ridden hor 
11] hold out to the cad of che journey, but | 
: S 4 Tatts | 
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T he beſt bent time. Cular Vi 


[a tainted jade will faint at laſt. This made 
the  7/raelites fo fickle and inconſtant in 
Gods ſervice; Pſalme 78. 34. When he 
[lew them, then they ſought him, and the) 
returned, and enquired early after God, Was 
| | not this well ? Yea, ſo farreas man could 
judge it was excellent, that they {hould 
{o readily returne to him that ſmote them ; 
and .fo indeed it had beene, if it had come 
| from the heart : but alas | there they fai- 
led. Yer, 36. Nevertheleſſe, they aid but 
| flatter bim with their month, and tyed unt: 
| him with their tongue ; for their heart wii 
| ot right with hins, uetther were they ſtedfaf 
inhzs covenant. This was abominable, So 
that if wee would bee conſtant in Go ps 
| ſervice, wee muſt fee that our hearts be 
found, and. upright , elſe they will ſtart 
aſide like a broken, or a deceitfull bow 
verſe 57. | | 

FE” | Fifthly, Tf we would bee conſtant 1 
{ Anhears | the maine duties of Gods worſhip, anc 
| yeetirngo- { ſervice, we muſt take heed, that wee tak: 
[1cder mat- | NOt liberty wiltully to off:nd 1n leſſer mat 
2508 ters. I know fſpeciall reſpe& muſt bee h 
to the maine duties of Religion, and th 
weighty things of the Law, Aatth, 23.23 
but yet we mult take heede, of taking liber 
ty to offend in ſmaller matters;/ again 
| knowledge and conſcience : He that vreu 
| keth one of the leaſt of Gods Commanat 
| ments, andteacheth men ſo, the ſame ſh | © 
| | be cailed and accounted leaſt inthe kinds j | : 
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"The beſt ſpent time. 


of heaves, faith our Saviour, « Matthew 4 
19. How greata Scholler, or how ſtrict | 
ſoever he may fceme to be in other things, 

this will lefken them; inthe hearts of Gods 
people. 
berty; wilfully to off:nd in trifles.; will 
at laſt fall aus 1. greater matters.» Firſt 
petty oathes, || then greater,,&c; . It is an 


excellent . place tothis puryoſe, and excel- 


lently urged: by a late Divine:it this " 
Gal, i. 7. There be ſomeithet trouble you 
and world pervert the Gofpell of Chip. 

No, might they fay; they retained the Gab, 
pell;: oncly they would hy axe broughtinpa' 
Ia215þ rice, or two; Cucumcilion 3, WRC, 
was a thing of nothing: What faith, the! | 
Apoſtle to theſe? 06 alerhiwiis 2. 5:7 o whopp|| 
We gave place by. [nbjeciron, ry not for ani 
honre, Nor for: an hovre?2.. WW iy 2 Paul ? 
what hurt can there be in.-acicumitance, 

a Ceremony, :or atrifle ? Yes, if irbee ur- 
ged as neceflary to falvation,y \ it would 
ſoone overtutne rhetruth, andiſubſtance of 
the Goſpcll ;- and therefore he giveth tlns | | 
for the -reaſon:(why: bee would I noryeeld, 


2» not. for: ar brgre )' That the truth of the | 


Gofpell might contime with jou 5198 it he had. 
faid, ye cannot retaine-long thetruth of che 
Golpell, if ye admit this, 

Sixthly, and laſtly, He that woul4 bec 
conſtant in Gods ſervice, mult put on pa- 
tience, and Courage, In re zard of the op- 


Yea, and /he that at firſt taketh li- | 


poſition, that he is ſare to mezte withall in 
S that! 
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| The beſt ſpent Time. Cuar,vI.| 


that caſe : 1» your patience. poſſeſſe your 
ſontes, faith our Saviour,Lauk., 21. 19, And, 
Let us runne with patience the yace that « | \ 
| ſet before us, Heb. 12.1, Yea, we have need| 

of patience, faith the Apoſtle, Heb.1o.36, | 
Watch ye , ftand faſt in the faith , quit ye| 
like men, bee ſtreng, faith the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor 16. 13. He that will follow (hbrit| 
conſtantly, and not forſake him, muſt re-| 
| ſolve before hand, to take up his croſf, 
and arme himſelfe with patignce, Lk. g, | 
22, If any come unto me, let him deny him- 
felfe, and take np his croſſe, and follow me ; 
This made Pa«/ſoconſtant in Gods ſervice, | 
after he had once begun to ſerve him, /e. be- 
| cauſe hee was armed with a patient, and 
couragious reſolution, to endure what ever 
could befall in that caſes, Ay life is nor deare 
to me, that I may finiſh my courſe, and ful- 
| #8 the miniftery that Thaverecerved, &c, 
Afts 20, 23, Yea, 1 amready, not only to 
be bound, but alſo to dye at Ieruſalem, for the 
| Name of the Lord Teſirs, eAtts 21,13. And 
thus have I finiſhed the ſecond duty, that 
wee are to beexhorted unto, inregard of |l/:; 
our ſelves, /c, Conſtancy inGods ſervice, |: 
[and have thewed borh the Motives, why, 
|and the meanes, how, to attainc ability to 
performe 1t. | 
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| CHaAvb. 
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Aotives to perſiwade us thercunts. 


FAX Hirdly, Secing time ſpent in 
5 2 Gods ervice, 1s abfolutely the 
SID to exhort every one of us, not 


only to begin to krve God. 1, Specdily 


ceaſing, but alſo plentifully, and abundant- 


detter, then 1n Gods Courts, his Houſe and 
Ordinances, the dutics of his publike wor- 
ſhip, and ſervice. Oh therefore let us deale 
plentifully,and abundantly this way, Ler s 
give all dsligence, not ſome, but affl diligence 
15 little enough this way, 2 Pet.1.5. Woat-! 
ever thy hand findeth to ave, doe ut with 
thy might, faith Salomon, Eccleſ. 9, 10, Al-' 
wayes abownding in the worke of the Lord, 
knowing that your labour ſhall uot be in vane 
n the Lord, faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor.15.58. 
The more paines we take in Gods ſervice, 
{tte more wages ſhall we be fare to receive. | 
and therefore when we come to the whol- 


| 


52308! 
IIIa CLEAALIATILLTS 
herein the laft duty (in regard of ont | 

ſclues) is propounded, together with the | 
beſt ſpent time; This ferveth | 
without delay. 2. And conſtantly without | 


ly; let us ſpend as much time as we can poſe | 
bly this way ; we cannot ſpend our time | 


| 


' Toſpend as 


! 
*. Dutie. | 
| 
muc ume 
in Gods ſer- 
VICE AS WEE | 


| cau poſlibly, | 


Some waters of Gods Sanfuary.; let us 
rinke frecly and abundantly ; this 1s our 
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Saviours owne exhortation, when he com- 
meth into his garden of the Church afſem« 
blies, Cant. 5.1. ,£at, O frienas, drinke , 
yea, arinke abnudanly, O beloved, It is an 
excellent thing, wha mancan ſay truely, 
that which /c-# only pretended in another 
caſe, 2 Kinr. lo. 18. e hab ſerved Baalg 
little, but [ehn ſhall'ferve him much : So, 
= fuch and fuch ſerve God a littleg-I will 
Wi: ſerve 'h1m much : Surely. 1t muſtneeds be 
well taken at Gods-hands, when we haves 
IH care to-ſpend:as much time in Gods fervice, 

8 as we can pollitly, - -- 3 wit 
| | Now for the perfeRing of this duty, 
| (which is the maine; point of all) I will 

ſhew: you, UTR | 

| | IT. Some Motives to perſwade us to it. 
2. Some few DireRions, how to doe it, 
i -- And firſt for the Motives. | 
| 2otives. The Motzves that may.perſwade us, to} 
| ſpend" as much time as wecan poſſibly, in| 
the dutics of Go 0s publike Ordinances, 
they arc principally theſe foure, TT 
, 1. Becauſe the tirme preſent, I mzane;theſ 
Time pre- | time of this preſent life, 1s the onely time, 
ne ns | that we have to this purpoſe, either now, 
for this pur- | OF NEVET, muſt we ſerve God in theſe gutics 
pee. | and Ordinances': as for Purgatory;it is but 
a poPHth dreame, a very lancy : the time © 
this life 1s the onely time for this- purpoſe 
Hereupon 1s that ſpeceh; 'of gur. Saviour] 
Tobn 9.4, I muſt worke the workes of; G4, 
while it day, the night commeth, hen n 
14 
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1141 can work : by night, he meaneth death, 
and the grave ; there is no worke to bee. 
done then; this appeareth:by the next 


( i.e.) While I live I muit finiſh the.morke 
that { bave in hand, death commeth, when 
'no-Mman can worke : no, then we reff from | 
our labours, Revel, 14.1:, whilcſt we have 
time, let us doe good, faith the Apoſtle, Gad. | 
6.10, There is a et time, appointed for | 
well. doing, which is the time of this lite, | 
which is by no meanesto bee let ſ1ip, or o- | 
mitted 2 if death once come, it preſeatly | 


putteth anend to our labour : when night | 


commeth, men. ſhut up ſhop. Excellent 
therefore to this purpoſe, Ecclef. 9. 10. 
Whatſoever thy hand findeth to doe, ave it 
with thy might, Ply thy worke hard, Now: 
marke the reaſon, whuch he giycth to this | 
purpoſe ; For there 1s no worke, nor deyi({e, | 
nor knowledge, nor wiſedome in the grave 
whither then goeft.; there 1s no opportuni- | 
tic for. doing any worke there, no, that i 


working ; that is a time of receiving wa- 
ges,not of labuur; What faith the Lord of 


F | 4 | 
the Vineyard, when the evening was come? | 
 HMatth, 20. 8. { all theilabemrers, and gre 

| them their hire : not {et them a worke, . but | 


pay. them. their wages. If therefore wee 
looke for.any wages at evening, letus ply 
our worke in the day time, This is the firit 


| Motiyei:;-:; - 


[yerſe, that this is our Saviours meaning, | 


the.cycning,a time of reckoning,but not of | 


{ 


ll 


- _— 0% a6 Ls Fa, Oo F 6, L * pe * hs <<T.F - - 
ELF a ONS" CEOS SES ochre ET or won SS pe 
Sn Eds: 4, og Gf 3 * 


a_ ————_— 


LO ——— 


[264 |__The beft ſpem Time. Cray. VII. 


- ” — —— 


— —_ _—_— .——_—— 


| .. Motive. Secondly, As thetimeof this life, 1s the |} 
This txmeis Onely time for this purpoſe ; ſo it is very | 

| thert. ſhort, and very uncertaine ; the rime of 
| him thet liveth longeſt here, is but ſhort, | 
| Job 14.1, Man that w borne of 4 woman, 
| bath bx#t a /hor:t time, and s full of miſery, 
| Rememb:r, Lord, how ſhert my tjme & : Our 
| Ars longa, | WOrke 1s great, and our time ſhort, and 
| rit@brev's | therefore wee had need to be diligent : our 
H zourney 1s long, and our time {hort, and, 
| therefore we had need to runne ſpeedily, as 

| well as conſtantly. Time paſizth away with 
a ſwift foote, My deyes paſſe away 4s the 
mo? ſwift Ships, faith Job 9, 26. Man is 
lske fo vayity, his dayes areas A ſhadow, that 
| pafſeth away, Pſalme 144. 4. Yea, we bring 
| oler Jear2s to aneud, as a tale that u tould, 
Plalm.g0.9. And owrlife is very lthe wto a 

| 24porr, {ames 4, 14. Secing then our time 
15s fo ſhort and withall fo uncertaine ; wee] 
| had need to runne with ſpeed (as well as 
patience) the race that is ſet before us, If 

the time were ſhort, yet if it were certaine, | 
| there were leſſe danger in ſlackneſf: : but it 
1s not more ſhort,then uncertaine ; like the 
thiefe, that commeth in the night, or a Ma- 
{ters returne home, who hath ſet no time, 
| but commandeth his ſervants to watch, 
| Watch je tberefore, for yee knew neither the 
| | day, nor the howre, faith our Saviour, Aat. 
| | 25. 13, But bleſſed # that ſervant, whom 
| bis Lord, when he commeth (hall finde ſo de-| 
{| #mg; watching, and working with all di-| 
if ! ligence, Lek. 1 2,43. Thirdly," 


] 
| 
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Thirdly, After wee once begin to ſerve 4. Motive, 

& | God, we had need to uſe all diligence, and | Weeftay 
& | end as much time as wee can that way ; | 1257 Þ<fore | 
| becauſe wee are long before wee ſpend any | * 
| time at all to this purpoſe. Someſtay twen- | 
'Y | ty, thirtie, fortic, fiftic yeares, before they. 
© | doe God any fervice at all, to any purpoſe ; 
[all ſuch had need to worke A , When 
they have once begun, Yea, and ſuch as be- 
gin betime, they ſtay long, before they en- 1 
ter ; vur child-hood, and youth are a great | | 
part ſpentzbefore we enter into Gods Vine- | 
yard, Marth, 20.17. There were ſome = Þþ 
that began carly in the morning, but it was | 
the third honre, our nine of. the clocke, be- | 
| fore any more came,ver/e 3, and ſome ſtayd. 
untill the eleventh houre, five a'clocke at | 
night, an houre before Sun ſet ; and there- 
fore ſuch had need to worke hard. Gene- 
rally we ſpend time, for our ſelves, for the Fd 
world, for Sathan,before we ſpend any time 
for God; for ye are all the children of wrath 
by nature, Epheſ. 2,3. ſerving diverſe Inſts | 
and pleaſures, Tit. 3.3, So that, for the | 
| moſt part, it is long before we ſerve God. | | 
Marke that ſpeech of the Apoſtle, to this 
purpoſe, Romans 13.11. And that known | 
the time, that it ts high time to awake ont of | 
ſleepe, Tt is high time to ſerve God, for the | SW 
\Þ| [night is farre ſpent, that is, the timeof this w 
of [life is farre ſpent; it is high time to fall | 
- || | to worke, Now lay theſe together, the | 
-||| | time of this lite is the only time that wee | [ 
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| 266 | The beſt ſpent time. Cnay. VII. 
- + haveto fcrveGod, it 1s very ſhort, and un-|. | 
| . . | certaine at beſt, and wirhall it is very farre 
| ſpent before we begin, therefore wee had 
need to ply our worke with all diligence. 
, This is the Apoſtles chictke Argument to 
2] perſwade us to ſpend much time 1n Gods 
ſervice, or according to his will, 2 Petey | | 
4.2. That he no longer ſhould live the reſs of 
hs time in the: fleſh, to the luSts of men, but 
to the will of God: Why ſo? ſe veyſe 3, 
For the time paſt of our life may ſuffice us, to| 
| have wrought the will of the Gentiles, (4, .) 
it is enough, and too mach, alas, that wee 
have miſpent ſo much of our precious time 
already ;: it is now high time to redeeme 
time to fpend in Gods fervice. Hee that | 
W | hath but a ſmall ſtocke in all, and miſpen- 
E |} deth ſome part of that too, had need to bee 
s | ſparing and frugall with that which is left : 
here 1s our very caſe, our time that we have | 
to ſpend in Gods ſervice, the whole time of} 
our life, is but ſhort, wee have miſpent 
| much already, wee had need to ſpend 
all the reſt (if 1t were poſſible) wholly in 
| | Gods frvice. [101 | 
7 | 4-2orive. | Fourth Motive, to'/perfwade us to ſpend | 
| | The excel-| much time in Gods ſervice, 15 drawne from 
| [>aic, | the conſideration of the excellency of that 
{| Maſter whom wee ſerve, B ehoid, Lord, how 


F 


-| that 1 am thy ſervant, faith David, Palme 
1 16.16, Tecal! me Lord,and Maſter (faith 
our Saviour) and yee. ſay well, for ſo I am, 


Tohn 13; 23. Yea, Lord, fo thouart, abſo- 
lutely | 
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ſter 1n heaven and earth. This I will ſtrive 
and endeayour to manifeſt, in ſandry parti- 
culars ; which will be ſo many feverall Mo- 


in tis ſervice as we can poſibly. ' 
Firſt, Our heavenly Maſter 1s a moſt po- 
tent, or Almightie Maſter, able to defend 


he is God Almightie; as we profeſF 1n the 
frſt Article of our Creede : So, 2 (or.6,Jaſt. 
Thus God himfife encourageth Abrahane 


| Almightie, or the Strong God, walke before 
| 92e, and be upright, He is able to bring to paſſe 
what he pleaſeth,in heaven or.earth, Pſal.,115. 
3. 1s any thing too hard, for the Lord * fayth 
| God himfelfe, Ger. 18, 14, He is able to 


defend us from all dangers that may befall 
us, and to ſapply us with all neceſſaries; 
\ ſo that we neede feare-nothing, it we be 


' carefull to ſerve God +; Ger, 15. 1. Feare nor 


«wv » * 


pay us out wages tu the full, that we neede 
never. repent: our worke,: For he 3s. able to 
| dog for, us exceeding abundantly, above all that 
| we CAn ake, or thinke, ; fayth the Apoltle, E- 


| pheſ. 3, 20. | there is his power. This Ng 
Wo tne 


jutely the beſt and moſt incomparable Ma- 
tives, to perſwade us to ſpend as much time | 
us from. dangers, able to provide for us; 


to doe him fervice, Ger. 17. 1. 1 am God 


T 
Almigheie |} 
| Matſtcrzable 
to defend } 
| his ſeryaiits, 
and io pro» | 
{ vide £9 
them. 
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- | ſervants better for him in his abſence ? 


Eo he beſt ſpent Time, Cnan.VII.| . 


| 


the rhree noble 7eWes ſticke to Gods ſervice, 
they would by no meanes change their Ma- 
ſter, becauſe they knew his power, and a- 
bilitie, both to defend, and reward them, 
Dan, 3.17. Our God, whom we ſerve, 14 able 
ro deliver 15, and he will deliver us ont of thine 
hands, O King. So that if we ferve this Ma- 
ſter, we neede feare nothing, in regard of 
his power. 

Secondly , He is ſich a Maſter, as 1s al- 
wayes preſent with his ſervants to defend 
them. If a Maſter be able, yet what are his 


_—_ 


| can be againſt us, Rom, 8. 31, Eſpecially, | 
| we never £t our ſ:lves to ſerve God in the 


 Jow our heavenly Maſter ts ever preſent 
v, "ns, todefend us; his eye is continual- | 
ly. <«,P/al. 33. 9. Thus Cod encou- 

raget.. . , #ah, Chap. 1, 9. Have not 1 com- 
| manded thee ? Be ſtrong, and of a good courage, 
| be not afraid, &Cc. for the Lord thy God ts with 
thee whitherſoever thow goeft, Now if God: 
be with us, we need not feare who are, cr 


duties of his publike worſhip and fervice, 
buthe is preſent with us, in a ſpeciall man- | 
ner, ar. 18. 20, Mat, 28, 20, Loe, I am 
with you alwayes, unto the end of the world : 

This is anexcellent argument, to perſwade 

us to ſpend much time 'in Gods fervice, | 
how difficult, or dangerous ſoever it may 
Keme to be ; becauſe wee may be fare of 
Gods preſence with us ; Iſa. 41. 10. Feare 
net, } am with thee ; be not afraid, I an thy | 


= Gea, | 
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| r4vers, they ſhall not overflow thee ; when thou 


Ez | there 


through the fire, or water of aftli&ions, yet 


we need feare nothing, fo long as wee are | 
jure the Lord is with us, Now ſee whata 
promiſe wee have for this ; 1/a. 43. 1, 2. | 
Feare not, fayth the Lord, I have reacemed 
thee, thou art mine, (1.e, ) thou art my ſer- 
vant, by purchaſe, or redemption, Whar 
then? Ver. 2. When thou paſſeſt through the 
waters, I will be with thee ; aud through the | 


walkeſt through the fire,thou ſhalt not be burnt, 
neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee : nei- 
ther fire,nor water can hurt us, if God be 


dingly 1n all his dangers ; He was firſt caſt 


into priſon, put in the Stockes, the iro ex- 
tred even into hs ſoule, but inall theſe extre- 


Yea, and at laſt, made him Ruler ofall -£- 
gypt. This made Hezekiah profper f ex- 


Text reporteth it, in2K mgs 1 8. 5. He tru- 
ſted in T Lord God of Iſrael, and clave unto 
| 192, and ſerved him, ver.'6. Then ſe the e- 
| vent, ver,7. And the Lord was With him, and. 


Souldiers againſt the invaſion of the King 
of Aſſyria, 1n 2 Chron. 32. 7. Be not afraid 
of the King of Aſſyria, be ſtrong and no 
0, for (notwithſtanding all his multitude) 
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God, Twill belpe thee, &c, What _ paſſe 


with us. This made 7oſeph proſper ſo excee- | 


into a pit, then ſold into e-Egypr, then caſt | 
mities, the Lord was with him, Gex.39.21, | 
ceedingly in all his enterpriſes : ſee how the | 


proſpered him whitherſoever he went : and |. 
therefore ſee how he could encourage his | 
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The beſt ſpent time. Cuar. VII. 
| there is more with us then with him. Now ee || 
how he proveth it, ver. 8. both by way of|] 
| confeſſion, and by direc affirmation ; th | 
bim (indeede ) # ak arme of fleſh ; but with | 
| z25 25 the Lord our God tohelpe #8, and to fight | 
onr battells, Yea, thus the Lord encouraged | 
Paul,to an unwearied painfulnes in-preach-! 
| [ang the Goſpel, A. 18. 9, 10. Be not a-| 
fraid, but ſpeake, and hold not thy peace; for 1 
am with thee, and no man ſhall ſet on thee to 
bart thee, This will make a man couragious, 
even inthe ſtrongeſt dangers, in the very| 
| Jawes of death, P/zl. 23. 4. Though I walke 
2 | chrongh the valley of the ſhadow of acath, } 
will feare no evil, fayth holy David ; for thou 
| art with me ; thy rod and thy ſtaffe they com- 
fort me. Let us therefore be couragious, 
and abundant in the duties of Gods fervice, 
| for the Lord is ever preſent with us, to de- 
fend us, and to provide for us. Thus is D«- 
-14ds realon,inthe verſe immediately follow- 
| ing the words of this Text, ver, 17. of this 
| Palme ; For the Lord as a Sunne,and a Shield, 
| be wall give grace and glorie, and no good thing 
will be withhold from - that Walke upright- 
| 4 1n lus ſervice, 'So, Fer. 1, 19. | 
WE : 2 Thirdly, He is a pitifull and tender-heart- 
Very piti- | ed Maſter , full of compaſſion , marvellous | 


Full, and Fi 34 
£11 fcom.. | readie to lay to heart the afflictions of his | 


| paſiion- ſervants 4 1a all their af fiutions, he Ls affii- 
| Fed, T/a. 53. 9. Excellent to this purpoſe 15 
| that of St. lames 5. 11, Tee have heard of the 
= parience of Tob,and ye know the end of the _ 

{11.18 | 
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The left ſpent time. 


chat the Lord is very pitifull,and of tender mer- 
cie, As ifhe had ord, yee may Clearely fee | 
in Gods dealings with 7b, that in conclu- 
fion, he approved himſelfe to be very piti- 

full, and of tender mercie. . A ſtrange place | 
to this purpole is that we have, 7apes 10. | , 
| Though he keemeth to reje them, and hold | 
them at ſtaves end for a time, yetupon their. 


repentance, ſee how ſweetly he approveth | 


[and manifeſteth his compaſſion towards ry 

them, Yer, 16. They put away their ſtrange 

| gods , and ſerved the Lord, andhis ſoule was | _ 

| grieved for the miſeries of T[rael : though he | 

| may ſhut up his bowells for a time, yet at | 

laſt his compaſhons will finde a vent, his ; 
very ſoule is grieved for our miſcries : So, a. 
Ter. 31. 18, 19, 20, Conſider the cſtate of | +; 
repenting Ephraim,the Lord ſeemeth angry | | © 
with him, and ſpeaketh againſt him, yea, F 
and 1t may be ſmiteth him too : but no foo- | o 
ner doth Ephratm truely repent, and fmite | 
upon his thigh,and fall out with his {innes, 
it 


but then,ſee how God is aff:&ed with him :; 
| when hethinketh worſt of himfclt, then 
God thinkerh the beſt ofhim : ſee. ver. 20, | 
Is Ephraim my deare childe ? TIt-may be E- 
phraim thought himſclfe ſcarce worthy the 
\name ofa ſervant, and yet God even then ! 
calleth him his childe, yea, his deare childe, 
Well, how ſhall this appeare? Surely by 
the Lords gracious pity and compaſſion to- 
wards him : now he is ſorry for his finnes, 
| God is forry that he did io much as ſpeak a- 
| OTE 0 -———— -— 
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272 | ; The beſ? ſpent Time. Cnae.VII,| 
| ' gainft him ; For ſince I ſpake againſt "=p 


doe earneſtly remember him ſtill, therefore my | 
| bowells are troubled for him, I will ſurely have 
mercie 0n him , layth the Lord; Oh who 
would not ſerve fach a Maſter, that is thus | 
full of compallion, thus readie to lay to 
heart, and be af:Red with his ſervants mi-} 
ſeries | yea, his very bowells are troubled, 
his foule is grieved for them. O let vs be 
| plentifull and abundant in the ſervice of 
| ſuch a Maſter. 


Hi Fourthly , The Lord is readic to mani- 
| >-:don the | feſt this tender mercic , and this gracious 
wants ant | diſpoſition of his, in pardoning the wants 
| of his ſer- | and weakneſſes of his Krvants, 1n ſubduing 

VaItSe their corruptions, and 1n keeping covenant 
with them, I muſt lap up many things to- | 
| gether, becauſe I have not time to expreſk 
| them feverally. Firſt , He is a ſinne-pardo- 
{8 ning Maſter : yea, he alone can docit, no 
| man hath power on carth to forgive ſinnes, 
but God alone ; ar. 9. Bleſſe the Lord, © | 
my ſoule, forget not all hs benefits, who forgi- 
| veth thine sniquities, and bealeth rhy asſcaſes, 
fayth David, P/al, 103. 2,3. Here is alin- | 
| pardoning Maſter : yea, he taketh no notice 
many times of our infirmities, but graciouſ- 
ly paſkth by the weakneſks of his ſervants. 
\ Numb, 23.21. He hath not beheld iniquitie 
' #12 Jacob ; he hath nt ſcene perverſeneſſe in 1(- il | 
rael : or, it he doe ſec, he freely forgiverh it, 
| and ſpareth his fervants, as a man ſpareth | | 
| his own ſonne that ſerveth him, 2al.z.17. 
| An a | 
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And tlienthe is 1 Covenam-keeping Mas 
fter. ; -e Al his promiſes are yea and Amen, 
2 Cor 21,20, Daziel giveth him this title, 
Dan. 9.4. O God the great,and terrible, that 
t teepeſt' Covenant nith them that love thee : 
he 1s alwayes as e604! a&his word;-:and of- 
ten better: Fairkfull the that barhalled $75 
17Thf.55. 24 namelyito his fervice ; he | 
wilt keeye Covenant with you: -Nay, fee | 

place-thar -hath all theſe rogether in it, | 
Ifich 7-48, 19.' Who is a God like wnita 
bee ? The Lord is ari6lt incomparable Ma | 
ter, there is none like him in all the world. 
Why {5 ? Surely for thoſe three things, | 
'W chercof T have how ſpoken -: firſt, He'ts a 
inne-patdoniig , Econdly, a' corruption= 
hi ling, thirdly, a Corcnant-Kcept 2 Ma- | 
ter. 'Secall ck: 1 inths Text, That pardo- | 
uſt Mmiquitic, and paſſeth by rranſereſſ , &C. | 
there is aſinne-pardoming Valter : fxcond- | 
ly, He wall Subane dir iniquittes, (and heale 
or back<ſiidinios:, as Hoſea 14 4. ) there is 
a corruptionslting? Maſter « Thou witr per- | 
forme thy rot to Jacob, and mercic to Abra- 
ham, and therefore he iis a Covermnt=icc p- 
ng Matter. If this-be T{ghtly conſiderc, ! 
this WL make FO RO! | auch rms in Gods 
ITV1 4, 

Fifthly, The Lore is a ſole hticeNeal 
ter 3 yea, he atone is able to dbe this, no 
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Maſter under heave833 able to doenhis; An | ts 


carthly' Maſter may be kinde to his ervants, 


ind 2 2tve then many good things but he 
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cannot fave, or redecine theiri ſoules , he 
mult let that alone for ever, Even they that 
trult intheir wealth, and boaſt themfelves 
in the multitude of their riches, theſe.ſceme 
| to be. very powerfull. Maſters , yet, marke 
what the holy Ghoſt fayth of ſach, P/21.49. | 
6, 7, 8. None of them can by any meanes re- 
| deeme his brother, nor give to God a» ranſome 
| for bim;; for the Redemption of the ſoule is 
precious, and ceaſeth for ever, All the.men 
1n the world; with.all the- wealth 1n the 
wotld,' are not able'tojave one ſoule : And 
what 1s, a man profited, 4f ihe could winne the fl 
whole world, if ke looſe his ſoute ? layth our |} 
Saviour, Ca. 16. 26,-But-now this our | 
heavenly Maſter+ is able to fave a;foule from || 
death; and cover a multitude of tinnes : |} 
| Thou haſt delivered my ſoule from death, t:yta |! 
| D: id;P/al. 116. 8. Yea, he is theauthor| 
' of cternall falyation to them thzt doe obey Ifl| 
| him, Heb. 5. 9. Here is a Maſter worth fer-j| ; 
ving, that is able*ta fave the. foules. of his 
Tvants with: a”. everlaſting. ſalvation. (| 
Pjales, v2 Sali a116;; belongethento the Lord, / 
| ( g 64) 1t-15 11s pecular; S3997955,:- 7p ' 
6 |. Sixthiy, He isreadic to accept, and-take fc 
acceprei 1 111 good part, the poore endeavours of his ſſo 


the will f Or 


| 


| 


the deed. [ſervants 3 vea, their deſires (if ſincere;and a 
| teryent |) .doefinde geeeptance with hm. Ft 
=y -- | God dath indeed Ft hjs ſervants hard raskesF} e: 
a ' many times, ſach as they are never. able toſſſ 
iT | performe. of themfilves! : He,.commangethfſ t! 
'us to -love him with all our hearts, and P tl 
| a] 
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al his Cominandemients ; out his meaning 

is ( according to tie mitigation of theGo- 
fell ) onely that we ſhould earn eltly deſire, 
aad doe our beſt endeavour to doe 1b, and 
then 1t 15 ſaihcient 1n Cods account, A lo- | 
ring Father, that would try the willing- 
aeflz of his childe, biddeth kim, zoe firrah, 
runne, and fetch me ſuch a great piece of 
wood ( which, it may be, ts as.much as five 


willing, and readie; to doz his belt endea- | 


[your; it contenteth the Father's {6 acaleth | 
God with his ſervants; He ſpareth them, as | 
a man ſpareth hi owne ſonne that ferwerk him, | 
| Mal. 3.17. Yea, 1t there be.but firlt of all a | 


willing minde, it 1s accepted, according to 


have not, fayth the Apoltle, 2 Cer. 8. 12, 
Yea, lincere deſires are:2r xcinuly atrepted: | 
See how Mehemahb. pro! »0undeth hrs. cafe, | 
Neb. 1. 11. © Lord, 1 eſtate lot thing 
eares be attentive to the prayer of thy {urvant 


or ſix men could carry ) but if he hnde him | 


that we have, and'not according to that we | 


and to the prayers of thy ſervants, thar de (fr t 
feare thy Name : < cially , if theſ2 be {2co 
ded and accompanied with carneſt and lin 
ccrn.endeavours,s; hos: 4brabcmtiull | 
on to: offer his Sonne, ( Ger. 22. 12.) was. 
accepted, as it he had actually 2 Kan | 
therefore by faith Abraham when he yi try- | 
ea, offered up Tfaac, {ayth the Holy Ghols | 
Heb I: 17. and yerwe ſe in the Storie, 
tnat actually, ms ta be did.tt10t ; no, 
the Lord himſceife- withheld him,y avoyce 
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| 2 Cor,2.26. Who 1s ſafficient for theſe things ? 


our Saviuur, eh, 15. 5. Without me yee can| 


| The beſt ſpenttime.” Cray. VII, 


| 


| : | 
from heaven; and yet in this place yee ke |} 
it is laid, that h= did offer {ſaac, when he| 
was trycd, that is, he was readie to have| II 
done it, it was his purpoſe, if God himfelfe! F 
had not granted him a diſpenſation ; and | 
therefore 1n Gods account it. was done: |; 
Yea, fayth the Lord himfelte, Ge. 22. 13.] 
Becauſe thou hast done this, though indeede | | 
he did it not, yet becauſe he was willing to 


| 


( have done it, it was done in Gods account, || 


and in his gracious acceptance. Oh who|fl| 
would not be conſtant and abundant 1n the || 
feryice of fuch a Maſter ?& | ©: - 
Seventhly, This gracious diſpoſition of 
our Maſter, doth farther ſhew it ſelfe,in'that |t 
he 1s readie to helpe and aſliſt his fervauts, | | 
imdoing that worke which he requireth ot || - 
them, he affoordeth thein helpe and ſtrength] / 
todoe their worke :.and therefore though ||, a 
| Pa when he looketh upon his own weak-|| 
| n2{, and inabllitte, 1s readie to cry .out, 


y is 


of God, then he can fay ; 1 am able to doe all 
things, throwgh (hrift that ſtrengtheneth me, 
Phxl. 4.13. And indeed molt true is:that of 


A 
/ 
yet when he coniidereth the helping hand || 
h 
V 


doe nothing; to by his afliſtance, we can:doe ſal 
all things that he commandeth, ſoas he is} 
pleaſed to accept of them;for'theLord'him-ſ'! 
ſelfe putteth to his helping hand, P/a1.37. 4 
24. 1/a. 41. 10. Feare not Tacob, Tam with jar 
thee, &c, 1 will helpe thee ; He will helpe us jv: 


—_ Pray; 


i... A. 


hs. AM 


The beſt ſpent time, 


Pray , his $ pirit ſpall helpe Ta znfurmities, 
Row, 8. 26, and helpe us preach, and heare, 
and in a word, is readie to worke all our 
| workes for us. As wedeale with a young | 
Scholler that beginneth to write, his hand | 
1s guided : ſo doth the Lord deale with us, 

Jſa. 26. 12. Thou baſt Wrought all our workes 

for 185, | 

| Eighthly, Let us be abundant, and ſpend * 
much time in Gods ſervice, for he is a good 

\pay-maſter : we are not onely fare of our 
wages, becauſe he is conſtant, and faithfull 

in keeping Covenant ( as yee heard before) | 
but alſo he is exceeding bountifull and libe- | 
rall. See one expreſſion of his bounty 1n this, | 
Pſalm. 84.11, He will give grace and glory, 
and no gooa, thing will he withhold from then 
that walke uprightly. As he himfeltc loveth 

a bountifull giver, ſohe 1s ſuch a one him- 
{cIfe, /e. bountifull and liberall ; He giveth to 

all meu liberally, and upbraideth not, fayth the 

Apoltle, Jam. 1. 5. He doth even daily load 

(his ſervants with benefits, P/alm, 68, 19. 

Bleſſed be God, even the God of our ſalvation, 
who doth dayly loads its with his benefits, Oh 

who would not be dilizent in the ſervice of 
J ſuch a bountifuil Maſter ? Yea, he rewardeth 

Fall bis Servants with no lefſe then a King- 
J dome, Lk. 12. 32, Feare not little flocke, for | 
it is your Fathers pleaſure, to grve you a Kung- 
(dome, So, Mat. 25.34. Come yee bleſſed chil- 
aren of my Father, inherit the Kingdome pro- 


| 


| 


wiacd for you, from the beginning of the wor{d, | 
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| Yea,ſuch a kinzdome,that confiſteth of an e- 
| germall and exceeding weight of glory, 2C0,4.17 
| Even ſuch 15 eye hath net {een neither hath eare 
heard nor hath ever entred into the heart of max 


fo conceive the worth of,2C9.2.9.0 how can | 


| we thinkeall our time fafficient to ſpend in 
the ſervice of fuch a Maſter, that 1s thus be- 
nefciall unto his {ervants 1 Conſider alfo his 


with Jer.5.24. Ler i: now feare the Lord &C, 
Forait to ſhew firther,howſlow te 1s to an- 
ger,& how ready to forgive,& to be recon- 
ciled: He doth even befcech us to be reconci- 
ledunto him,as thz Apoſtleſpeaks, 2Co.5.20 

| Ninthly, Hes fach a Maſter, that taketh 
pleaſure 1n the profperitie of his fervants, 
and 1s conſtant in his love towards them: 
earthly Matters are changeable, and fickle, 
and doe often envic the profperitie of their 
ſervants : but the Lord hath pleaſure in the 
proſperitie of his ſeruanrs, and hs love to- 
wards them 1s conſtant and unchangeable. 
| For the brſt, ol:rve it, Pſal. 35. 27, Let 
| them ſay continually, let the Lord be magnified, 


| vants : He loveth to have them merry at 
meate,and at worke, and ſ:ng for joy of heart, 


his love towards them : it he be angry,it 1s 
| but for a moment, but his love and mercic 
| 1s everlaſting towards them, See a ſingular 
| place for this purpoſe, in 1/a. 54. 7, 8.For 4 
ſmall moment , have 7 forſaken thee, but with 

orea! 
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bounty in grving rame from beaven, Att.14.17 


| which hath pleaſare in the proſperitie of his ſer-/ 


| Tſa. 65. 14. And withall, he is conſtant in| 
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rear edit will | gather thee: and ver. 8. 
Ina little wrath, F hid my face from thee for a 


moment, but with everlasting kinaneſſe will 7 
have-mercte on thee, ſayth the Lord thy R edce- | 
mcr. Tf he be wroth, if he ſeeme to forſake, | 
or. hide himſelfe from his ſervants, 1t is but 
for a moment ; but his love and kindneſle 15 
everlaſting, his mercy endureth for ever; 
having loved his owne which were 1n the. 
world, he loved them unto'the end, fayth our 


Saviour, Job. 1 3. 7, notfor a time, but for | 


| 


| 


: 
, 
' 


I drawne thee, tayth the Lord, Yea, his love | 


ſeparate 1s from the love of God, which 2s in 


ever ; his love, like himfelfe, is conſtant, 
. # | wh = LE 

and unchangeable, it is an zverlaſting love, 

ler. 31. 3. With za everlaſting love have I lo- 


£ J . ; . | 
ved rhee ; therefore with loving kinaneſſe have | 


"I—_ 
— 


to his ſervants 1s ſo conſtant, that nothing 
ſhall be able ro diprive them of it, nothing | 
can finally doe it, and for ever, Rom. 8. 37, 
38. For 1 am per{waded, ſayth the Apdltle, 
that neither death, nor life, nor eAngells, nor 
herght, nor depth, wor things preſent, nor things 
to come, nor airy other creature, ſhall be able to 


Chris Feſis our Lord, Yea,finne it felte (that 
is the moſt dangerous enemy of all, for your 
miquities have ſeparated between you and your | 
God, Iſa. 59. 1. ) cannot doe it, yea, rather 
then ſo, your ſinnes ſhall be pardoned, and 
that for his owne fake, //a. 43+ 25. for 1 am 
he that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions, for mine 
own. {ake, + will not remember thy ſinnes Here 
1s a gracious and a'coniſtant loving Maſter. 
IS Tenthly 
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Tenthly and laſtly, This heavenly Ma- 
fter of ours, 1s readzie*dayly to maniteſt and 
expreſk his love towards his f{crvants, in 
hearing their prayers, and revenging all 
fach wrongs, as arc offered unto them. Sex 
the proofe of this. priviledge in both the 
branches of it, Firſt, For his hearing prov 


| ers, 1t 15 one of his titles of honour,to heareff 


prayers, £/al. 65,2, Eſpecially, the pray- 
ers of his ſervants, and ſuch as feare him, 
Fob. 9. 31..1f any man be a wirſhipper of God, 
and a aver of bis Will, hins he heareth; Fea, he 
will fulfill the deſires of them that feare him 
he will heare their Cry, and ſave them, Pſaim. 
145- 18. And iftany man delight in Gods 
ſeryice, he ſhall have his hearts deſirz, P/al, 
37: 4. Delight thy ſelfe in the Lord, and he 
ſhall giue thee the deſires of thy heart, What 


| 


greater priviledge ?: Yea, he-is many times 


found: of them, when they dog not feeke 
* him, 1/4. 65. 24. It ſhall ceme to paſſe, that 
when tyey call, I will anſwer ; and while they 
are yet ſpeaking, IT will heare, O how open 1s 
his care unto their complaints, when they 
are wronged by their adverſarics ! and how 
readie 15 the Lord,”even ſpeedily to avenge 
their wrongs | Heare what the unjuſt Iuage 
ſayth, ſfayth our Sayiour; Lak. 18. 7. ed 
ſhall 2ot God avenge his owne Elef, which cry 
aay and night unto him I tell you, that he will 
avenge them ſpeeaily, Trax it 1s, he will not 
allow lis ſervants to be their own carvers, 


I 


«nd avenge themfelves. Butwhat.need they, 
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when he is ready to doe it for them ? Fer- 
| geance i mine, | will repay, ſaith the Loyd, 
} | £9.12.19., He that toucheth Gods ſervants, 
(to hurt them) doth rexch rhe aple of bis eye, | 
| Zach, 2,8. Hee taketh all their wrongs : | 
M | and injuries,as dqne to himfelfe,and he wall 
| certainely,and wiſely avenge their wrongs 
2 Keires 9.7, Jehsn (hall ſmite ea Fab and 
| /ezabe/, but to what end ? [eb#*s end was 
to get the kingdome, but what was this | 
Lords end ? thaf yee ſhall fee in the place 
| forenamed, That / may avenge the blond of 
my ſervants, the Prophets, and the bloud 
Mi! of allthe ſervants of the Lord, at the hands 
fl! of /ezabell: they mult pay deare, that ſhed 
the bloud of Gotls ſervants ; the Lord him- 
felks will bee avenged of them. Another 
place to this purpoſe, is that we have,Dexe. | 
32.41. If {mhet my gliſtering (word, and | 
my hand takes hold ou judgement, I will ren- | 
der vengeance to mine enemies, &c, and 1 
will make my arrowes drunke with bloud, and 
my ſword ſhall devoure fleſh, &c, But | 
whoſe blond. and fleſh ſhall thus goe to. 
| wracke.” That ye {hall (ce, verſe 47. Surely 
they that have ſhed the bloud of his ſer- | THY 
| vants : for hee will avenge the blond of hes $1. 
if /ervants, faith the Text, Who would not i 
| o< abundant in his fervice, that will not 5: 
| ſuffer his ſervants bloud to be unavenged ? | £# 
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Containing the three firſt Directions or 
means how to ſpend much time in God, 
ſervice,” - : 


> [rſt, If wee would ſpend much 

Y time in Gods ſervice, we muſt 
labour to have our hearts right- 
AZ lv fitted, and prepared for that 
purpoſe. Tere 7s a price tn the hand of 
many a foole to get wiſdorme, but he wanteth 


17.16. How many bleſſed opportunities 
have we, of ſpending time in Gods ſervice, 
which are let ſlip, becauſe wee want hearts 


| reth our hearts, Proverbs 23. 26, My ſor, 


| 


upon 1t 1s, that in the firſt place,God requi- 


give me thy heart, and. ler, 14.4. O Jern- 


an heart to get wiſdome, ſaith Salomon, Pro, | 


rightly prepared for that purpoſe? Here- 


{alem, waſh thy heart from wickednefſ e,'A 
 prophane heart can never endure to ſpend | 
much time in Gods ſervice, but ſtraight 
'crycth out, behold, what . a wearineſſe 15 tt, 
al. 1. 13. Hence it is, that the Lord cry- 
eth out moſt of all for want of a right and 
fit diſpoſition of heart in the duties of his 


-\frvice,' 1/atah 29. 13. T his people draweth | 
| gh 
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web unto me with their moauther, and honogy 
me with their taps, but their hearts are farre 

from me, Here was the defefts of Ezechieds | 
| hearers, EZ zech, 33, 31. ver, They come un- 

to thee 4s my people commety, ana they alſ> ſit 
before thee as. my people, and they heare my | 
words,hut they will not doe them, W here was \ 
[the chiefke fault ? Surely: in the heart, for 
with their mouthes they ſhew much love, | 
but their heart goeth after their covetout- * 
neſle, A covetous and a vicious heart will | 
joone make a man weary of time ſpent in 

Gods fervice : and therefore when any man 
etteth himſelſe to doe God any ſervice, the | 


Lord looketh direaly with what heart he 
dothit, It is an excellent ſpeech of God to. 
Samwe/, (when hee was to chooſe 1/rae! a 
| King) 18am. 16, 7, the Lord ſaid to $4- 
muel, Looke not on his countenance, nor on the | 
herght of his ſtatare, &c, For the Lord ſeeth | 
fl or a5 man ſeeth, for man looketh on.the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on | 
fl the bear + For the Lord knoweth full well | 
that if the heart be not right ſet for God, | 
he will never walke uprightly before God, | 


—_— - hen ad _ 
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how great a ſemblance or thew of pietyzt0- | 
ever a man may make, therefore God inhus | 
wifedome looketh on the heart, Demnt. 32, 
46, Ser your hearts unto all theſe waxas, 
faith AZoſes, It is not ſetting of -theecare 
to heare only, er the mouth to ſpeake, no, 
| nor the hands to workegnor feete to walke, 
that will frve the turne, unlefſe the heart, 

5 in | 
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in the meane time be right ft for that pur. 
poſe : therefore fairh David, P/a'me I 19, 
11. { have hiathy Werd in my heart, that 
1 might not finne againit thee. Lo, the 
chick: antidote againſt ſinne 1s to hide, 
and ponder the Word of Gpd within our 
hearts. E:: 
| An excellent direaion, tgthis purpoſe, 
[1s that of the Apoſtle Saint /ames 4. 8, 
| Draw nigh to God, ang he will draw ragh to 
[yow (if wee deſire that God '(hould draw 
| nigh tous in mercy,we mult ſtrive,to draw 
{ nigh to himM ſervice, and obedience.) But 
| what 1s required, that wee may bee fit to 
draw nigh toGod ? Waſh your hands, or 
cleanſe your bands , yee ſinners, and purifie 
yorr hearts, ye double minded. It is only|lf 
[a cl-ane and a true heart, that will make a 
man fit to draw nigh to God, Heb, 10, 22, 
Let us draw nigh to G od, with a true heart, 
| &c. Hereupon David prayeth ſo earneſtly 
for fach an heart, P/aime 119, 80, O let] 
| 25) heart be upright in thy Statutes, that I | 
| be not aſhamed. Yor indeed, God loveth 
trath of heart, or truth inthe inward at- 
| EAions, above all other things whatſoe- | 
ver: this is the maine thing that he deſi- 
reth; Pſalme 51.6. He thatever meancth 
to-be relizious indeed, mult of neceſſity 
| begin with the heart,that is the chiete great|ſ 
whezle of the clocke that moveth all thej| 
(reſt, Palme J7- JO, 3, The mouth of the) 
| 7ighre ones will ſpeake wiſeaome , his _ : 
Wi 
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will be talking of judgemert, How com- | 

neth this-to paſſe ? that yee ſhall ke in the | 

words tollowing, The Law of God # #1 his | 
MW beart, and noe of bu ſteps ſhall ſlide, Ttis 
the heart that ſetteth both the tongue, and 
\Whands a worke : for ont of the abundauce 

of the heart, the month ſpeaketh, faith our 
Molciled Saviour, in Marthew 12. 34. Oh 
|ſtherefore all that would ſpend much time in' 
|| Cods ſervice (which, as we have heard, 1s} 
abſolutely, and incomparably the belt ſpent 
(time) labour to have your hearts rightly fit- 
ted and prepared for thar purpoſe, even 
{ach an heart as Thaveformerly deſcribed | 
(unto you, namely, a beleeving heart, 'a lo- | 
| ving heart, a ſincere and an uprightheart, 
| [full of truth and ſincerity, and an heart al- 
[fo fraught with the true fzare of God : hee | 
\rhat hath ſach an heart, is right ſet for Gods 
|{irvice: It is juſt ſuch an heartas God would 
ave us to: have; /e. an heart franght and 
E furniſhed with the true feare of Go D, 
E Dexr.5.29, They have well ſaid, all that | 
| [they have ſpoken, faith the Lord, ver. 28, 
| 10h that there were ſuch an- heave 19them. 
| Good words, without a:good heart; are /lit- | 
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tle worth Well, what kinde-ot-heart | 

would God haye them to have ? That yoeq 
Ef [hall ſee in the words following, O that | 
there were ſuch an heart-in them, that they 
ff would feare me, and keepe my Commanae- 
WW mewes alwayes, that it might be well with | 
I ber. An heart fraught with the true feare of 
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| 2. Direction 


Sc, Con- 
ſtancy To 


exerciſes of 
Rehgion, 
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God, is that which G o D eſpecially de- 
reth ſhould be in his children, and which 
he doth exceedingly delight 1 In, when hee 
 findeth 1n 1t, them. 

2. We mult beconſtant and conſcionable 
in the private exerciſes of Religion : this 
is the way to bring the heart to a right 
frame for the publike Ordinances ? this is 
like the tuneing of the inſtrument : fo that 
he that carcth not for ſpending any time at 
all in private duties, careth not how little 
time he ſpendeththat way, in publike. Oh 


| that wee would lay this to heart, and bee 


carefull to ſpend time in private prayer, 


and reading, and holy meditations. Eve 


Princes are not exempted 1 in this caſe; Sec 
that Direction, in Devr, 17.18, 19. Sex 
the Kmg of Iſracts duty , when he ſitteth 
on the Throne of his kingdome; , Hee (hall 
write him a Copie of Gods Law Ina booke, 
ont of that which # before the Priefts and 
Levites, and it ſhall be with him, 4nd hee 
ſhall reade theres, ati the dayes »f his life, 
that he may learxe to feare the Loyd his God, 


&c. where we ſee, 


1. That it is the duty, eycn of Kings 


| themſelves, to feare GoD, as well as 
others.” | 


2. That to the end he may ; feare God, 
hee muſt be acquainted with Gods Word ; 
for the feare of God muſt be learned out of 
the! [90e of God, -. 

. Hee was to.get him acopic of Gods 


_Book, 


”P PP 


hte Leo i. A. i... 
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.- The beſt ſpent Time, 
Booke, that which wee now call a Bible ; | 
Kings muſt get-/them Bibles , as well as 
| Prielts:and-Levites ; "MR 

4. Hee mult. reade in it all the dayes of 
his life ; and if Kings, then much more all | 
ſubjects, and private perſons; mult ſpend | 
ſome part of every day in the duties of 
Gods ſervice in private. Whoneed thinke 
himſclte too good for private duties, when 
| Kings themſclves are not exempted ? Yea, 
it 15 the duty of all Gods people toſearch 


| 
x 1 
| the Scriptures, obn 5.39. Search - the | | | 


_— 


Scriptures, for in them yee thinks ee have 

eternall life, andthey are they that teſt: fi2 of 4 1 
| 2c, ſaith our Sayjonr, Yea, wee ſhould all = 
ſtudy to be well acquainted with the Scrip- | 
\ tures, :by private-reading, that we may be | ; 
| the more delighted/with the publike heare- | 
| ing 3 (Coloſſians 3:16, Let the Word of | 
[CHRIS T dwell (21 you richly in all. | 
w1ſedome, teaching and admoniſhing one at- | 
ther, in Pſalmes, and H Jmmnes, and {pwrituall 
 /orgs, cc, Lo, how Gods people ſhould | 
|| {pend their time in private,  O how this | 
would fit us for exerciſes of Religion 1n. 
F| publike ! What made thoſe Nobte Boere- 
NB azs, eAfs 17, 11. willing to ſpend ſo 
much time in hearing Par! preach in pub- 
| like ? Surely this. was one cauſe (amongſt 
ther) /c. the care which they had to 
ipend their time well, even in» private; 
They ſearched the Scriptures daily, whetger 
l tofe things were /o,, and fe finding how } 
| {yeoetely | 


i _— +. I _ __— 
<—_- —— _—_— —— —2 cn” WD > 


- 
hen tn CERIT hd — 
- pom > Mas 4 e 


ir CC eto 
held 


| 


q 
| 3 P—_ —— — —_— — —  —— — 


w—_—_—.— 


"on 


288 | 7he beſt ſpent tme. Carp. VIII 


. F * 


Lo 
-o 


ſreetely 'Panis Doftrine accorded with 
that which they found written in Gods 
Booke , they recerved: rhe' Word,i with all 
readineſſe of minde, and tooke'delight | 
tro ſpend much time in thedutics of Gods 
publike worſhip and-fervice, Dext;6.6; 7; 
| Theſe words which 1 command thee ſhall be| 
in thy heart, and thon ſhalt teach them dili- 
gently to thy Chs/dren: and loe this would 
' make us love to ſpend much time in Gods 
_ | ſervice, publikely, &c. 48 14 
3.Dircftion | Thirdly, Hee that would have an heart | 
x, Bezinze rightly prepared; that he may. bee fit and 


- —z "— c 


| 
| 


” | = e Pay | willing to ſpend muchtime in the diities of ji 
© [| piatedu- | Gods folemne worſhip and fervice, mult 

= | 23] "© | have a care to beginne the day with religi- 

= |” ous exercites; and holy micditations : godly | 
ON cogitations let into the heart in the mor-\F,, 
by ning, will feafon tneheart of a man excec-|Þf 15 

: dingly, and keepe it ina bettertranie all thei... 
P day after.o what an excellent thins,to con-jÞþ .. 
*  fecrate 'even vur fitſt awaking unto God ;|ÞÞ }. 

al this is the-way to ſhut out the three capitall +, 
L | adycrfaries of qur falvations; the Devill, jſ;. 
4 iS | the World, and the Elefb, that are ready to | NE 
| diſpoſe us to evill, fo foone as weawake in ;Þ + 

Ll f the morning ; . The way to keepe out- this iſ} c 
W | wretched company all the day , isto let |F. 
4 | G24 1nto our hearts(fo ſoone as we awake) |ſN ti. 
3 | by holy meditations, See an experiment of |}. 
| \ ; | this in David. VWhat made him to make | a: 
ES of | fo great account of Gods publike Orc1inan- |Þ ;; 
FM | | ces ? Strely,his care to begin the day well, |Þ :; 
= | was| 
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was a very great helpe unto him. Even | 
hee that faith in our Text, ef day #n thy 
{onrts, u better than a thonſand ; could | 
fay other where, Earl in the rorning will [ 


direct my prayers wnto theez, and will looke | ol 8.4 
(\#p, Pſatme 5.3, Hee was an excellent oo . 5 
husband ina morning. And therefore,as the _ 
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drunkard riſeth carly to follow = heh. 
drinke, I/atah 5. So Gods people muſt riſe wa 


carly 111 themorning, to dog God ſervice: 
yea , this was an ordinary thing with Da- 


vid , P/atme 119.147. TI prevented the | 
 dawneing of the morning, and cryed : hee 
was at his holy exerciſes before the dawne- | 
ing of the day : So Pſaime 130. ver. 6. | 
13/77 ſoule wazteth for the Lord, more than 4 


they that watch for the morning; [ ſay, 
more than they that watch for the morming. | f 
| He was like a n1an full of paine, that could | 1 
[not reſt, nor ſleepe all the night,but watch- 
ch for the morning lizht ; or a man, that | 
hath ſome ſpeciall buiineſle to doe, that. 
breaketh his ſleepe, with the thoughts of 
it, and lyeth, and watcheth for the mor- | 
ning, that he may ſpecdily ſtart up and fer 
©avout- it: fo a gracious heart, doth even L 
|conſecrate his firſt awakings unto God ; 
$-nd lycth and watcheth for an opportunt- | 
ti to doe God ſervice, Ol that we would 
focarken to this direFion, /c. to begin the 4 
day well, even with holy meditations, On. 
hat a ſhame 1s it, that we {thouid not be8 
as d1ilizent to fave our Loules, as the WICKER | 
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are to looſe theirs ; and bee at leaſt as 722- 
Jous in Gods ſervice, as they arc 1n tie de- 
' vids. Now marke the practiſe of the wick- 
ed, Mich.2,2, They imagine miſciiefe 
pon theirbe ds, when the morning !1ght com- 
meth, they pratti/e it, So on the contrary, 
let us, as foone as we awake, 1magine p1-ty 
1 upon our beas, that win the moraing 
light commeth, wee inay.prattile ti:2faiae, 

| toGoDs glory, and our CtC:nall falva- 
| | tion, q _ 

\ Ttis the pratiſe of fone wiſe peo:-!2,that 
live in infected places, that "efor< t ©: gor 
abroad in the mornins, they tarea Graw zh 
of tome wholkſom? liquor, to fill ther, 
| | YEines ; Which 1s an excelent. mcan's to p 

prevent the infection of the pelti]:n-2, of 

| any ſuch like catchizg, or infectic.s uw 
eaſe ; ſoa goud draught of prayer, or holy, 
meditation, the reading of a Chapter nextM, 
our hearr, fach ſpirituall receits would be 
excellent meanes to prevenr the world, ot 
devils infecting of our foules : wheras 1t we 
| venture abroad without all, or any of the 
| (faſting, as it were) weare in great dangaſſy. 
to be infeted. To this purpoſe we have th: 
example, and practiſe of our bleſſed Savi 
[| our, who by private prayer, and meditati 
on,maae lunyelfe the fitter for the difcharg 
of the cuties of his publike Miniftery , Yes 
and aroſ2 early in the morning, to that put 
pole : Obſzree it, Var, 1. There we ſha 
fnde, that our Saviour was carnc{tly bent 
140! 
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apon the diſcharge of his Propheticall of- 
fice, and to this end (by his Spirit) ſtirreth 
\up an earneſt deſire in the peoples hearts to 


; 


heare him; and therefore faith the Text, 
Simon, ant they that were were with him, 
ſaid rento him, All men {ecke for thee, verſe 


| purpuſe, verſe 38.39. Let ws goe into the 
next townes, that I may preach there alſd, 
for therefore came I forth, and ſo he preach- 
ed 1» thesr STHagognes throughout all Galilee.: 
But what meanes did he uſe, to fit himſelfe 
for this purpoſe : that yee may ſee, ver, 35, 
Ard tn the morning riſing up a greet while. 
before day, he went out, and departed into 4 
ſolitary place, and there prayed: wherein | 
he is an excellent, patterne for gur 1mitati- 
on, and by his bleſſed example doth plaine- 
ly teach us, that for a man to ari{- early 1n_ 
the morning, to: performe the cuties of 
Gods private worthip and fervice, is an Cx- 
lent meanes to preparcand fit him for the 
-Jdutics of Gods publike worſhip, and fer- | 
vice. Hereupon it is alſo, that He giveth 
dire&ion for private prayer, even prayer In 
the Cloſet, as well as publike, IZarr6.6.6, 
But thou, when thou prayes?, enter 1:40 73 
| loſet, and ſpat the aoore, aud Pray uto 
by Father #n ſecret ; and thy Father, that 
eeth in ſecret will reward thee open; ch | 
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36. 37. and then fcc his reſolution to that | 
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x doth (not only becauſe ſach prayers, for j 
ne moſt part are done in ſincerity, but allo} 
ecauſ> he well knew, that the more men | 
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| is- made to fach as ſecke wiſkedome early, 
| Pr6.8,17. 11ove them that love me, and they| 


| zhat ſeche mee early, ſhall finde mee, faith 
| Wiſkdome there. h 
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made conſcience of prayer in fret, the fit. 
ter and the more willing they would bee to 
{pend time in the publike duties of Gods 
ſ>rvice : beſides, the promiſe of acceptance 


The beſt ſpent Time. 
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| Containing the fourth Diretiron, Low to" 

| | ſpend much time in Gods fervice. © f 

| | - | h 

P62 | 2 Ourthly, if wee would {2c0T 

wel _ \ much time, in t1 dutics Ni 

[ 1:bour to i Gods publike worſnio ar 1.74tþ 

| havg our Lays VICC, WCC MU labour 70 f.:'Y(þ 
hearts , : pa | 

frauehe | our hearts fraught with the love ot ou} 

_ mm {Houſe, and Ordinances; wee nut Jov y 

| od, houſe | publike prayer, and the Word preached 

; . { . 

an Ordt- {and the Sacraments, &c. Men will neveFal 

' [care for ſpending much time, in thingYy 

| which they love not, they are ſoone wcearYin 

[of fach kind of imployments : but on tit {et 

| other ſide, men care not how much timF0 

they ſpend, in thoſe things which theFto 
love, and wherein they delight, Som 
| | | {pn 
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FWons, becauſe they love their pleaſures, 
Some ſpend their time inſtudy; becaul> they | 


Twiſe f:ven yeares, ſceme but a few dayes, 
the eyes of love, Now is it not a great 


hall appeare, that a man ſhall love a faire 
| Yirgin, better than we love God ? Now it 


11 compariſon, 1f we could once coin? to 
rye God, out of love to himfilte and his 
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ſpend their time 1n working, and toyle and 
noyle to ger wealth, they will ariſe early, 
and ſit 29 late, and eat th+ vread of forrowes, 


+, And why fo ? Surely, becauſ? they | 


love profit. Some ſpend their r1me 1n hun- 
ting, and hawking, and fuch like recreatt- 


love learning, Ina word, 7rahit ſua quem- 
a#e voluptas ; every man uſually ſpendeth 
moſt time, 1in that which hee lovet! belt. 
And therefore he only is fit to ſpend much 
time 1n Gods ſervice, that is greatly 1n love. 
with the duties of Religion, What a great. 
deale of time did /acob ſpend 1n Labar's 
{rvice, for the love of Rachel! ? twik {c- 
ren yeares he ſerved him, night and day 
with all his power, and :hey ſeemed but 4 
few dayes, in regard of the love, which hee 
had to her, ſaith the Text, (ene/ſts 29, 20. 


itthey be conſidered and looked upon with 


En IS 


ſhame for us that are Chriſtians, 1t tit 


we loved Gods Ordinances as wee thould, 
al the time that wee fpend in his ſervice, 
would ſfeeme bur a few dayes, even nothing 
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follow upon the three former direRions : 


| 
Ordinances, Now ure this mult needs | 
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| 294 The bell ſpent time, Cuav.1Y, 


for, if we, 1, get an heartright ſt for Gog 
and bee conſtant 1n the private duties of 
religion, and eſpecially, be carefull to ſez- 
ſon our hearts with religious cogltations 
b [> early cach morning,then we cannot chooſ:, 
but love the duties of Gods publike wor- 
ſhip and ſervice : and where this true love 
to Cods Ordinances 1s, there will be a care 
to ſpend much time in Gods worſhip and 
ſervice, both publike and private. See the 
| 


deſcription of David's bleſſed. man, P/atm. 
| 1. 1, 2. where he 1s deſcribed, firſt, Neg 
| tively,by what he doth not ; and ſecondly, 
Affirmatively, by that which he doth,yv, 2. 
| Bat his deitght ts in the Law of the Lori, 
(and in that Law doth hee meditate day anl 
”ight, See the Connettion' of theſe two: 
If yeaske, Why he ſpendeth fo much time 
[in Gods ſervice, evenday and night? Itis 
anſwered, becaut? His detight is in the Law 
of the Lord,-r90, he ſpendeth much time in 
it. Yea,ſee this in David himfelfe. Why did 
he ſpend fo much time in the dutics of Gods 
worſhip and ſervice ; but in regard of his 
ſingular love and aft:&ion towards-them 
as that one ſheech of his doth plainly and 
| fully intimate, Pſal, 119, 97. Oh how f love 
| toy Law, tt 15 my meditation contiaually. A 
; | man w1ll never continually thinke and me 
7  ditate on Tat which he loveth not. Davi 
; ' cond never have ſayd truely out of his ex; 
perience, 4 day in thy Courts, is better th 
| a rhouſaza, it he could not have truly 3 
[ firlt 
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firlt, 215 ſoule longeth, yea, even fainteth for 
the Courts of the Lord, Pſal, $4. 2. Nogat 

was his extraordinarie love to Gods houſe 
and Ordinances, that made him value time 

[ſpent there, at ſo high a rate. The Booke of, 
'Pjalmes grv<th plentifull and abundant te- 

{tmony to this purpoſe z Lora, { have laved 
the havitation of thy houſe , the place where | 
thine honour dwelleth, Pſ[al.26,8. And againe 
often 1n P/2l. 119. Oh how I love thy Lam! 
| How much, David ? Surely, more thca thay- | 
ſands of gold and ſilver : Ver. 72. Yea, more 
then great ſpoyles, ver, TO2, yea, wt Was ſwec- 


er then honey, aud the houez-combe, Pſal.1] 9, 
(193, No marvell if ſuch a man as he ſpent 
much time in the duties of Gods ſervice, 


| 
| 


{| dutics of Religion, that by his good will, 
v0 be wonld ſpend all bis dayes in that holy 
nl !imployment : yea, and he maketh it his 


1] grand requeſt, the very onely Boone, that 
| 1e would beg at Gods hands, that he might 
«1 doc ſo, Anexcellent place to this purpoſe, 
20} 1s that which wee have, Pſal. 27. 4. One 
af 112g have I deſired of the Lord, that f wall 
e ſocks after, But one thing David * Surely, 
4 that is ſome great matter indeed : 1t may be 
| ſome great Kingdome, bigger then that of 
| {eruſalem : No ; Davids ayme was at ano- 
| ther kinde of matter : ſee how he doth ex- 
preſſe it, That 1 may dwell in the houſe of the 


that loved Gods houſe and Ordinances ſo |. 
exceedingly, Yea, ſuch was his love to the 
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Lord, all thedayes of my life. This is Davids 
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| The beft ſpem Time, Cnavy. IX, 
one thing,that he would beg at Gods hand; | 
yea, the meaneſt ottice, or imployment in 
Gods houſe, would give him more content, | 
then the higheſt place in the tents of theun-. 
godly, as1s ſweetly expreſſed in this very 
Verſe, P/al. 84. 10. inthe words immed+- 
| ately following the words of our Text; / 
| had rather be a doore-keeper in the houſe of God, 
{ then to awell in the Tents of wickedneſſe. Yea, 
this is not Davids caſe onely, but all that 
are regenerate indeed, and truely godly and) 
religious, they are all of the ſame minde, as 
| well as David. The little childe loveth no- 
| thing ſo well as the mothers breſt, that is 
| the onely ſtill-babe, that giveth content for 
the mcſt part, when all other devices fail, 
1f this doe not quiet the childe, ſcarce any 
{thing will doeit: foitis with all the new 
| borne babes of Chriſt ; it they once be rege-| 
nerate and borne againe; they love rothing| 
ſo well, as to ſacke the milke of Religion, 
out of the breaſts of Gods Ordinances. It 
1s the compariſon that the holy Ghoſt him- | 
zlte uſeth, x Per. 2. 2. eAs new borne Babes, | 
defrre the frncere milke of the W ord, that ye may | 
erow thereby.See the aff:ion of Gods Saints 
this way, leremvah,and Ezechiel,and Tob,and. 
Paul. Firſt, for Ieremiah, Chap. I5. 16, | 
| Thy Words were found, and I did eate them. 
| And how did they taſte, JeremiahiThy Wora 
| was unto me the joy and rejoycing of my heart. | 
| Loe what ſiveetneſſe the Babes of Chrif, 
ftinde in Gods Ordinances, The like Pat 
| bl no" 
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The beſt ſpent T ime, 


finde of Ezech, 3.3. Sonne of man, caxſe thy 
belly to eate, and fill thy bowels with this roWle, 
Here was Gods charge to the Prophet : 
now ſee what fweetnefſe he found 1n it, 
Then aid f eate the rowle, and it was in m 

month as honey for ſweetrrſſe. Then tor holy 
fob, the ſweetneſſe that he found in Gods 
Ordinances, was that which affoorded him 

a great deale of comfort in his greateſt af- 

fiftions, ob 23. 12. His way, that is, the- 
Lords way, have I kept, and not declined, nei- | 
| ther have 1 gone back from the Commanaement 
| of bis lippes ; 7 have eſteemed the words of his. 
lippes,more ther my neceſſarie food : that made 

him ſo rel1g1ous, and {pend ſo much time 1n 

Gods ſ{ervice,becauſe he was ſo farre in love 

with Gods Ordinances. Then conſider the | 
example of Pal, Rom, 7, 22. What made 
hum ſpend ſo much time in Gods ſervice, in 
prayer, and preaching to all the world, but 

becauſe he loved the Word exceedingly ? 

I delight in the Law of God, according to the 
| inner man : fo farre as he was regenerate, he 
tooke great delight in Gods Ordinances. 
But above all, conſider the example of our 
vleſſed Saviour ; none comparable to him, 
for his unwearied painfulneſſe in Gods fer- 
vice : He went about, doing good continually, 
AF. 10. 38. Yea, obſerve it, Mat. 9. 35. | 
leſus went about all the (ities, and Villages, 
teaching in their Synagogues, and pin 2th | 
the Goſpel of the kingdome, and healing every 
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/ckxeſſe, and every diſeaſe amongFt.the people. | 
| And | 
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theſe three particulars, . 
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Add why fo ? Surely, becauſe his love to 


' 


} 
| 


| was extraordinarie. This 1s the reaſon, that 


] 


he himſelte giveth in this very caſe. It 1s an 


| Saviour comnuindsg to Sychar,to TacchsWell, 


| | The beſt ſpent time. Cuay, Ix. 
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Gods Ordinances, and his Fathers will, 


exccllent Storie that we finde,7oh.4. the cf: 
fect and ſubſtance whereof 1s this; That oux 


and being hungry and thirſtie, He /endeth 
| H#s Di/ciples into the Citte to buy meate, layth| 


meth a woman of Samaria to draw water, 
and our Saviour taketh that opportunitie, 
| in their abſence, to convert the h2art of this| 
poore Samaritan, wherein the Diſciples 
 finde him ſo buſie at their returne, that he 
| had forgotten both his hunger and thurſt, 
| 1n ſo much, that they were enforced to urge 
hun, ſaying , 41sſfter, eate, ver. 31, Now 
'marke the ſweet anſwer of our blefied Savi- 
our ; {have meate to eate, that yee know not 
of, ver, 32. And ke how he doth farther ex- 
| preſF his full meaning,Fer. 34; Teſ#s [ayd un 


' to them, my meate & to doe the will of him.that 


-& : ; : | 
| [eat me, ard to finiſh his worke, Oh admirable 


| patterne ! Oh heavenly example ! fach 
was his delizht in doing Gods will, that 


| 
| 
| 


hee preferreth it before his meate 'and 
drinke, in the time of his greateſt hunger 


| the Text, ver, 8. In themeane time, com-| 


and thirſt, 


Now for the perfe@ing of this point, to 
quicken our aff:Rtons, and to ſet the better 
' edge npon our appetites, let us conſider| 


tic. 


Firſt, 


| 


| 
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The beſt ſpent time 


Firſt, That we may love Gods Ordinan- 
ces the better, and delight to ſpend more 
time in the exerciſes of Religion,let us con- 


ſider whoſe Ordinances they are ; They are' 


 the.Lords Ordinances,of divineauthoritie; 
they come from above; they are tokens of 
| ove ſent from our heavenly Father ; the 
| Word preached, is Gods Word ; the Sacra- 
' ments, arc his broad Scales of Righteoul- 


neſſe; and prayer 1s a dutie exprelly requi- | 


red by God himfelte : and therefore they arc 
worthy of all due regard and eſteeme, for 


| his ke that hath ſent them. Now a token 


{ent from a deare friend, O how welcome ! | 
a Letter, a Booke, a Ring, &c. theſe finde | 


{5ectall regard with us : And ſhall the 


Lords Word , that gracious Epiſtle, ſent | 


trom the King of heaven to us, ſhall that be 
accounted as a ſtrange thing ? God forbid, 
Oh let us love rhe Word faithfully preach- 
ed, becauſe it is the Lords Word : It is the 
Gofpel of eſis (hrift. This 1s the Apoltles 


Argument, Rom, 1.16, I am not aſhamed of 


the Goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the power of God 


wito ſalvation. Yea, it is the very Word of 


Gods grace, AF.20. 32. And now, brethren, 
I commend you to God, and to the Word of his 
grace, which 1s able to build you up farther, 
and to give you an inheritance amongFt thens 


| that are ſantthified, Yea, the Word preached, 


15 a ſpeciall fruit of his favour, peculiar to 
thoſe that are Gods people : fo thet where- 
logver he ſendeth it, he hath a purpoſe to 
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| The beſt ſpent Time, Cuav.lX,' 
WER ; 2 : —— 
| fave ſome there, Sec how this is mentioned, 
| as a ſpeciall priviledge to the ewes, which 
| were thenthe onely people of God under 
heaven, */al. 147. 19, 20. He ſheweth his 
Word unto Iacob, his Statutes and Ordinances 
unto Iſrael : He hath not dealt ſo with any Na- 
{ 11077, Oh how we ſhould value the Lords 
| goodneſſ herein to us, if this were rightly 
and throughly conſidered ? This was the 
Tewes chiefe priviledge, that they had the 
| Lords Word in ſpeciall for their direi- 
| on, when all Nations beſides were leſt in 
 darkneſſe, Dear. 4. 8. For what Nation is 
| there ſo great, that hath Statutes and fudqe- 
ments ſo righteous, as all this Law which 1 
have ſet before you this day ? S6 'marke how | 
tne Apolle ſetteth out the lewes priviledge, 
above all other Nations, which ( he (kew- 
eth ) conſiſted in this, that they had the 
Lords lively Oracles for their Direction ; 
| Rom, 3. 1, 2. What advantage then bath the 
Few, and what profit is there of Circumciſion ? 
Much every way ; chiefely, becauſe unto them 
| were committed the Oracles of Goa : They 
| were the Lords Oracles, and therefore the 
more to be e{teemed ; and their priviledgc 
was ſo much the greater, that did enjoy 
them. So againe, ſetfing out the Tewi/h pri- 
viledges, {ee how the Apoſtle reports the 
| matter, Kem.9.4.T0 Whom pertaineth the a- 
| doption, and the glory, and the (ovenants, and 
the givin. of the Law, and the ſervice of God, 
mu the promiſes ? The Lords has 
| the 
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the Lords Law, the ſervice of God, and his 
promiſes;this ſhould make us eſteeme them. 
Yea, 1t is the Lord that fendeth Prophers, | 
and Apoſtles, and Paſtors to teach and in= | 
ſtruct his people in this Word that he hath 
given us ; /er,3.15. 1 will give you Paſtors, 
according to mine owne heart, that ſhall feede 
neu With knowledge and unde; ſtanding, It was | 
the Lord e/+s Chrift himfelte, that ſent the | 
Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel; AZat. 28, 20. | 
Goe, and teach all Nations, &C, teaching then 

(79 obſerve all things that F command you ; and 
love, 1 am with you alWayes, unto the end of the | 
world, Yca, and this ſending of Miniſters to | 
preach the Word unto us, is a fruit of Gods 
ſingular love towards us, it argueth the | 
Lords fatherly pitiz and compaſſion to- ' 
wards us; according to that we reade ir 
2 (hron.i6, 15. And the Lord Ged of heir fa- 
| thers, ſent unto them by his Meſſengers, riſmy | 
earl y.and ſending, becauſe he had compaſſion on | 
15 people, and on his dwelling place. Now lay | 
up all theſe together, If the Word preached j 
| bean Ordinance of Gods appointing ; it he | 
{-nd the Miniſters to preachat;if their com- | 
17 todoe this, be a fruit of his love, yea, | 
«3 compailion towards us; then furely, j 
if this ©: rightly conſidered , wee cannot 
it is the Loras doinos, 


M— 


| chooſe at love 1t ; 
and th:rcfore it is marvellous in our eyes, 
| The like 124 be faid of prayer, and the 
Sacraments , thcy are alſo of Gods erdat- 
[111g, 


Secondly, 
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2. Motiwe. 


The worth 
and excel» 
lencie of 
Gods Or- 
dinances. 
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cy of theſe Ordinances in themſelves. The 
Word of God faithfully preached, is an ex- 
cellent Ordinance of God, and fo 1s prayer, 
and fo are the Sacraments, matters of ſpeci- 
all and exceeding worth: now yee know, 
men love and delight in things that are 
| moſt excellent. This is one reaſon that Da- 
21d giveth, why he delights in the ſocietic 


lent perſons, P/al. 16. 2. My gooaneſſe ex- 
| rendeth not unto thee, (faythhe to God) v. 3. 

but to the Saints that are in the earth, and to 
| the excellent, in whom is all my aclight, Doelt 
thou delight in thoſe things that are excel- 
lent > O then delight thy {elte in Gods Or- 
dinances, which are moſt excellent. The 
Word of God faithfully preached is. a molt 
{weet and excellent Ordinance of G o Dp. 
See how. highly Davza, that man of G o D, 
commends and extolleth it, P/al. 19.7. The 
Law of tke Lord u perfett converting the ſoule: 


| ter alſo then hozey and the haney-combe. Oh the 


| tranſcendent excellency of the Word of 


4 


| 
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God faithfully preached ! Had I the tongue 
ot men and Angells, I could not expreſ& it 
tothe full. Take notice of a Teſtimony or 
two to this purpoſe, inthe new Teſtament, 
2 { or. 10, 4. For tne weapcns of our warfare 
are n9t carnall, but mightic, through GoG, 10 
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The bejt ſpent time. Cav. IX,| 


Secondly,Confider the worth & excellen-| 


of Gods Saints, /#, becauſe they were exce]- 


the Teſtimony of the Lord ts ſure, making Wiſe 
; the ſimple ; and ver. 10, More to be deſired are 
| they then gold, yea, then much fine gold , ſwee- 
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| 


| 
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| 


| 


[ 


| 
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the pulling downe of ſtrong belds: yea, i< is a- 

ble to make Sathan fall downe trom heaven 

like lightening. This 1s the Lords great Or- 

dinance, to batter the ſtrong holds of ſinne 

ind Sathan ; ; they are excellent things, for 
the demolition of Sathans Ammunition : 

' this caſteth out the ſtrong man armed, and 


F he beſt ſpent zime. | 


taketh away his armour, wherein he tru- 
ted 5 here 1s the excellency of the Werd | 
| 


oreached, So obſerve another teſtimony to 
|th1s purpc Ft ne, ſheweth the excellency | 
' of this Ord nance; Heb 4,12. For the Word | 
U G08 55 guicke, and. powerfull, and ſharper then 


gay two edned ſword, piercing, ewes to the atvi- | 


at; 20 Aſu1; aer of the ſoule and ſpirit. ] 11s ſword 


of the $ pirit 1s a moſt excellent Ordinance | 


of God, 1t 1s aſpeciall Shield, to detend us 
| againſt the fury of all our pirituall CnemMiICe. 
| See the Apoſtles teſtimony for this, Z phe. 6. 
| 16. Take the Helmet of Salvation, aud the | 
Sword of the Spirit, which 1s the 1/ ord 0 f God. | 
| Sce how our bleſſed Saviour Cie th is 
| put Sathan to flight, ſat. 4. Scriptuma eſt ; ; 
this was his weapon : and fee the conclu- 
fron, ver, 11. Then the Devillt#ft him. This : | 
ſword will pierce the verysiyad of that | 
Zreat Leviathan, On how we {hould love 
t,1f this was rightly contidered. I 
Thirdly and laſtly, Contider the fingu- | 
ar ms and benefit of Gods Ordinances, in 
Tegard ofus. Give me leave to IHEANCE 1N 
'Q! ie of Gods Ordinances , fe. tac Word 
| preached. Certainly , the utilitie of 1t 1s 
extra- 
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| The beſt 


1. Bexeft. 
! OfttheWord 
{ preached, it 
1s the Word 
| of God, 


| 


| The Word 
of Heaith, 


ſpent Time, Cnar.T]X, 


OC 


 Extraordinar1ic, 1t 1t be well conſidered : oh. 
ſerve it, I beſcech you, and ke in ſome parti. 
culars. 
Firſt, The Word preached, is the Word 
of life, the meancs to quicken a dead foule; 
It is the meanes both to beget, and to pre- 
ſerve ſpirituall life in the ſoule of a Chriſti. 
an; P/al. 119.50. T his 1s my comfort in min: 


| affis&:on, for thy Word hath quickened me. We 


are by nature all dead in treſpaſſes and ſine 
Eph.2. 1, Now the Word faithfully preach- 
ed, 15 the meanes to revive and raiſe us up 
unto newneſk: of life, Toh, 5. 25. Verely, } 
| ſay unto you, ſayth our Saviour , the houre # 
comming, and now us, when the aead ſhall hear: 
the voyce of the Soune of Goa, and they tha 
 heare «t, ſhall live. See here the meanes to 
| revive and quicken our dead zjoules, Oh 


| love our life z Pro, 8. 


| that a man bath, will he 


| 2. Benefit. | 


health, is 


| therefore let us love the Word, even as we 


35- He that findeth 


me, findeth life, and ſhall obtaine favour of the! 


Lord: Oh the worth of ife ! Life is ſweet, 


| clpecially ſpirituall ; yea, naturall life is ve- 
{ry deare unto us - & kenne for Skenne, ani all 
gzve for bus life, ſayth} 

the Text, Fob 2. 4. Now the Word of God 
faithfully preached, is our very life, Pro. 4. 


| 


13. T ake faſt hola of Inſtruttion, let her 10! 


| g0e, keepe her, for ſhee us thy life, ſayth the 


Wiſe-man. How can we chooſe but love 
the Word, it we conſider this ? 7 

Secondly , Becauſe life it felfe, without 
It a burthen , rather - then any 


benetit 


ths. te th. 


þ 


l— th _ 


_—_— 


benefit. A ficke mans even weary of his | 
life : ſo was Jeb in his extrenutie ; My ſoule 


health. Therefore in the ſ:cond place, the 


| attend to my words, fayth Sal:mon, Prog. 2p. 
| Why ſo? See the worth of them, /c.Ver. 23, 


The beſt ſpent Time, 


is Weary of my life, Tob 10. 1. ſc. tor want of 


Word of God 1s health, as well as life, ro 
them that truely embrace it, My Sonne, 


For they are life unto thoſe that finde thein, and 
health unto all their fleſh. Lite 1s a ſweet 
thing, if it be accompanied with health : 
ſo, Pro, 3, 8. It ſhall be health to thy navell, 
and marrow to thy bones. Health is a moſt 
precious Tewell, and therefore the Word, | 
which is the meanes to beget aid preſerve 
it, muſt needs be precious, _ 

Thirdly, But what is life and health 
without comfort ? And therefore in the 


meancs ofcomfort that we doe enjoy. This 
1s our chiefe ſupport and conſolation, next | 
under God himſclte ; P/al. 119. 92. Vleſſe 
thy Law had beene my aclight, } ſhould have 


eriſhed in my affiiction, The Word preached 


W's the Word of comfort, procecding fron | 
Finc God of all confort ( 1 Cor, 1, 3. ) which 
Ws able to comfort us in all our tribulations that 


re may be able to comfort others with the ſams 
omfort, wherewsth we our ſelves are comfpor- 


Wc of God, Yea, the holy Word cf God is 


oth written and preached to this end and | 

purpoſe. 1, It 1s written to this end, Roy, 

15.4. Whatſoeever is written aforetime 4s writs 
X ten 


third place,the Word preached is the chiefe | forr. 


3. Bezcft. i 
The Word 
' of Com- 
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 }ren for our learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of the $S criptures might have hope, 

| Yea,ſecondly, This is one end of preaching, 
| 7/a. 40. 1. Comport ye, comfort yee my eople, 
ſayth your God : ſpeaks comfortably to Feryſa. 
les, Hence alſo 1s that of the Apoſtle, x Co, 
14. 2, when ſhewing the excellency of 
preaching; he giveth this for one ct the 
chiefe reaſons of his Encomiznm ; Bat he that 
propheſieth, ſpeaketh ro men, unto edificatuon, 
and exhortation, and comfort. He that preach- 
Ei: eth aright,preacheth tothe comfort of Gods 
| people. Indeed, as for the wicked of the 
| world, hereis no comfort for them, they 
{muſt goe to the world for comfort, for the 


The beſt ſpent time, © 


| Word hath none for them: 1t 1s the terror 
un of the Lord, to torment them before the time; 
| but to the godly, and fach as are religions, 
it.is to them a Word of ſtrong conſolation, 
yea, the very joy, ard reqoycing of their heart, 
| fayth Jer. x5. 16. This was Davids com- 
1 i: fort, P/al. 119, 50. This uy comfort in m) 
affiftion , for thy Word hath quickened mee. 
And indeed, what greater comfort, then 
for a condemned man ro heare of a pardon? 
Men in a deſperate condition to heare of a 
Saviour ? oh. 5. 39, Search the Scriptures, 
for they are they that teſtifie of me, ſavth our 
Saviour himfklfe. What greater comfort ? 
The Scriptures tell us of the gracious read!- 
nefk of God to be reconciled to poore {in- 
ncrs; 2 Cor. 5.20. Weare Embaſſaiors ji 
F | Chriſt , as though God aid beſeech yon by 1, 
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and we pray you, in Chriſts ſtead, to be reconci- 
led to God, The Word afſureth us, that upon 
our repentance, our {innes are forgiven us, 
| Ezech, 18. 21. Which 1s one of the chiefs 
| grounds of comfort that can be propound- 
cd. Thus Chriſt comforted the poore Palſic- 
man, fat. 9. 2. Sonne, be of good cheare, thy 
| :nnes are forgiven thee. Men may ſeeme, but. 
(can never be truely chearfuJl in the want of 
this favour. Thus alſo would our Saviour 
| comfort the poore weeping penireint, Zzk. 


7. 48. Thy firnes are forgiven thee, He knew 


(he could receive no better ground of com- 
fort. So when God wonld have his people 
comforted, 1/2.40. 1. ſee what direon he | 
21veth to that purpoſe ; Comfort ye ity peo! 
ple, ( omfort ye Feruſalem;, How ? Tell her; 
| that her iniquities are pardoned, &C, AS it he. 


ad faid, If any thing will affoord her com- | 


. - 
| fort, that will doe it. Bleſſed s the man 
| whoſe 1nigquities are forgiven, and whoſe ſinnes 
are covered, Pſal. 32, 1,2. He that is afſiired 


of happineſſe, may well be comforted. Yea, | 
; the Word preached, is the glad tyaings 2 | 
| Salvation ; it doth afſurc us of our interelt_ 


(in trift, and that He ix mage of God uato #45, 
| Wiſeaome, and Rightcouſneſſe, Sanihification, 
| and Redemption, 1 Cor.1, 30. AS allo that 
Chriſt, with all his merits, doe properly '52- 
long unto us; 1 Cor. 3. 21, 22, 23. «Alt 5 
ours, whether it be Paul, or Apollos, &C. all 
#5 yours, and ye are Chriſts,and (hrist is Gods, 
Now what greater comfort ? $9 that ye tf: 
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| As Benefit. 
The Word 

| of ſpirituall ' 

| contolation- 


| Word of comfort ; and therefore wee have 


Time. Cup. IX, 
that the Word faithfully preached, is the 


"The beſt ſpem 


realon to love it 1n that regard. 
rt ourthly , Becauſe carnall or worldly 


comfort is little worth ; therefore, in the 
fourth place, the Word preached 1s the beſt 
meznes of ſoirituall comfort, gracious, and 


— 
Ld 


18. Yea, the Word of regeneration, J1azs, 1, 
18, Of hs owne Will begate he us, with the 
cri of Truth, fayth the Apoſtle. It is the 
:mmcrtall (ceas of our new birth, 1 Pet. 1, 27, 
yea, the chicfe meanes of our Converſion, 
| P21. 19.7. The Law of the Lord us perfetl, 
| CORVErTING the ſoule, LEA; it 1s the chick 
mcanes of our Sanctitication, Pfal. 119. 9g. 
Wherewithall ſhall a young man cleanſe bu 
Way, &c? Joh 15. 3. Now are yee cleane, 
through the Word that F have ſpoken unto you, 
fſayth our Saviour : and Job. 17. 17, Santi 
fie them with thy Trath, thy Word i Truth. 
| Loe, the chief: Inſtrument of our SanQifi- 
cation | Yea, as God himfelfe, is the God 
of all grace; fo is his Word,the Word of all 
grace: for what grace of the Spirit is it, 
that 1s not uſually begotten in us by the 
Word, whether knowledge, or faith, or rc- 


_ pentance, | 


_— 
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|ple, P/al, 119. 98. Thox, through thy Com- 


| for it is the Word of faith, Rows, 10. 8. And 


Thebeſt ſpentTime | 


pentance, or the feare of God ? &c. x. Out. 
of queſtion, it is the chicke meanes of know- 


ledge, and wiſedome, and underſtanding in 
the things cf God, See it in Davias exam- ; 


mandements haſt made me wiſer then mine ene=. 
mes, for they are ever with me Ver.99. 1 have 
more underſtanding then all my teachers ; for 
thy Teftimonies are my meaitaticn. Ver, 100. 
| I underſtand more then the Ancient , becauſe I 
keepe thy precepts, Then for faitly, the Word 
is the meanes to beget and preſerve that ; | 


the Apoſtles concluſion is, Yer. 17. So Then 
faith commeth by hearing, and hearing of the 
Word of God, And then for the teare of God, 
| another excellent grace of the Spirit, the 
| Word of God is the chiefe meanes to beget | 
thatz Dear. 17. 19. Where it is ſaid of the 
King, that he ſhall write him a copie of the 
booke of the Law, and reade 1n it all the 
dayes of his life ; Why ſo? That he 31a learne 
fo feare the Lora his God, and ro keepe all the | 
Words of this Law : Yea, this 1s the end of 
our publike meeting ro heare the Word 
Cichfully preached, all both old and young | 
mult come to heare it. Dext. 31. 12. Ga- 
ther the people together, men, and women, and 
children, and the ſtranger that 15 within thy 
(£ates ; All forts muſt. conſtantly irequent 
| the Church aſſermblies,and depend upon the | 
| Miniſtery of the Word ; Why ſo? Thar they | 


| may heare, and that they may learne, and feare 
the 


| 
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eg. Benefit. | 
i The word of 
crernall life | 
and falvati- 
Oll; 


| 


the Lord your God, and obſerve to doe all the 
words of this Law, The true feare of Go | 
mult be learned out of the Booke of G © Þ ; 
and hearing the Word preached, 1s. the 


| ſo. Obſerveit, x Pet. 2, 2. eFs new borne 


f 


| 32. And now, brethren, I commend you to God, 
and to the Word of his grace, which ws able to 


 theWord exceedingly,and delight to ſpend 


The beſt ſpent time. Cnay. IX. 


means to atraine thereunto, The like might 
eaſily be ſhewed of ſundry other graces. 
But this rs not all ; the Word preached, is 
not onely the meanes to beget the graces of 
Gods'Spirit in us, but to encreaſe them al. 


Babes, deſ®e yee the ſincere milke of the Word, 
that yee may grow thereby, fayth the Apoſtle. 


So that the miniſtery of the Word, 1s not] 


onely the ſeede of our new birth, but alfo 
the chicte means of our encreaſe and growth 
in Grace : yea, it will {tyll build ns up far- 
ther, untill we come to perte&ion, At.20, 


build you up farther, and to give you an inhers- 
tance among all them that are ſanttified, Oh, 
precious Word, and well worthy of all 


high eſteeme, that 1s able to build us up in| 


grace, farther and farther, untill wee come 
to perfection 1 How can we chooſe but love 


much time in it,if we ſeriouſly conſider how 
well it 1s wnto us alſo in this reſpet. = 
Fifthly, and laſtly, The Word preached, 
is not onely the chiefe meanes of ſpirituall 
life, and comfort, but of our eternall hap- 
pineſſe and falvation, It 1s not onely thc 
Word of grace, but of glory too, and of 


. | 
(alv ation, 
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falvation, Romans 1. 16, [am not aſhamed 
of the Goſpell of ©brist, faith the Apoſtle, 
| Why ſo? Becauſe (how ſimple, or deſpi- | 
cable fo ever it may feeme 1n ir {elte, yet) z:, 
i the power of God, through faith,unto ſal- 
vation, a fooliſh thing indeed 1t1s, 1n the 
cye of fleſh and bloud, and of carnall-Rea- 
ſon, but yet it pleaſeth God, ever by the 
feoliſhneſſs of preaching to ſave them which 
ace believe, 1 (or, 1.21, Yca, it Is the. 
Word of falvation, fo that he is tarre from 
falvation, that rejed&s it, P/almz. 119.155. 
Yea, it is the Word ot eternall life, and 
therefore he that thruſteth it from him,doth 
jadge himklfe unworthy of erernall lite. 
See two direct Teſtimonies for this : the | 
| ONE is the ſpeech of Perer to our Savieur, 
 Tohn 6,68. Will je alſo goe away, laith our | 
Saviour to his Diſciples 2 The Apoltle Pe- 
| er maketh anſwer, Whither ſhowtd we goe ? 
( where ſhall wee thinke to mend our 
(lves? ) thox haFF the werds of eternal life, | 
' And therefore, he that rejecerh it, and ca- | 
'reth not to ſpend time in the hearzng, and | 
reading, and ferious perufall of it,deth eyen | 
BW. . - 
judge himfelfſe unworthy of everlaſung | 
life, As 13.46. faith the Apoltle,addret- 
ſing his ſpeech ro the [ewes, /t was neceſſary | 
that the Word of God ſhould be firit preach- | 
ed unto you, (the preaching of Gods Word 
1s of neceſfary ute in the Church of God) 
(but fince that ye thruſt it from you, and 
judge your ſelves unworthy of everlaſting 
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 Redeeme 
the Times 


| 


{ 


0} 


| 7101 of 


| T7556. 


# 
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( 5 Dircftion 


Ren! :10a of time. Yet { becauſe I would not 


life, &C. behold wee twurne to the Gentiles, | 
Oh how readily, . and with what great af. 
tetion would we receive the Word, if this 

was rightly conſidered, 


SSOIISOCS ASTHSSUSHL 
Cu An ctR, 


Containing part of the fifth Direfion, 
QC. 


[fchly, All that deſire to ſpend mich 
time in Gods ſervice, muſt follow 
that golden rule of the Apoltk, /e, 
of redeeming; the time, Redeeming| 
the time,hecauſe the dayes are evill, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, Epbe/. 5.16. Which rule he repea- 
teth againe to the (olofſſians, Coleſ. 4.5. 

' Now if you as''e me, From what wee muſt 
redceme the time ? I anſwer, from all ſuch 
lets and impediments that will hinder this 
way, There arediverſe great conſamers of 
precious time, from which he muſt carckal-| 
ly redecine 1 it, that would ſpend much time 
in © ods ſxrvice. I ſhall need to ſay rhe leſle 
in this cafe, in regard of that wh I have 
already fa id, 2s alſo in reſpe& of a Treatiſe 
written to this purpoſe,called The Redemp- 


| leave the point  1mpertcR) I will briefly un- 
 tiſe upon ſome iew particulars. 


I. Therc- 


On CE” i ——__ >. oem 


266 The beft ſpent Tame, | 373 | 
| 1. Therefore all men, muſt very carcful- | ail mifpen- 
ly and watchfully ſubdue and ſappreſle all | Tet; prrgne 
| thoſe great miſpenders of time, w ich like preſſed. 
| {> many graceleſſ ſ{pcnd-thrifts, doe waſt 

[and conſume many- precious houres , and 
much golden time, that was farre better | 
ſpent in Gods worſhip and ſervice ; which | 1 
| are eſpecially ſixe. 
| 1, Sinning. 4 
| 2. Sleeping. 

| 3. Carking and caring. | 


CL 


3 | 
4. Sporting, or recreations, with 1m- | 


| moderate teaſting. | I | 
| F. Fooliſh thinking. | 
| 6, And laſtly, 1dle ſpeaking, which1s E123 
uſually a fruit of the former, becauſe, Ont of - 
= | the abrndance of the heart the month ſpeak- | 1 
'eth : whereof ſome of theſe muſt bee mor- 
tihed, and put to death, and others againe 
reſtrained and regulated, or bound, as it 
were, to the good behar 1our, 

1. The firit, and the worſt, and chiefe | [*<;-. 
miſpender of precious time, is Sinning ; 
when we ſpend time in doing that which 1s 
'F | direly naught, as lying, ſwearing, drun-. 
kenneſſe, wantonneſſ, and ſuch like works 
of the fleſh, and of the Devill : this 1s the 
worlt ſpent time of all, as being direttly | 
contrary to that which is ſpent in Gods 
ſzrvice; as I have already ſhewed 1n the 
firſt uſe of the point. 

Now this thiefe 1s utterly to be mortth- 
<4, and put to death ; impriſoning, or bin- | 
ding | 
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IT Ive beſt ſpent time, Guar. A. 
| ding to the good behavigur, will not ſerve | 
the turne ; for indeed this is a deſperate|W* 
| ruffian, or ſwaggerer, .that is not capable of | ſb 
' any good behaviour, and therefore muſt |! 
| 

| needs be put to death, and whally ſuppreſ-|? 
cd. Wemuſt endeavour, as much as 1nus|/ 
[ Iyeth, that wee ſpendino time in ſinning, | 
| but carefully mortthe the deeds of the body 
| by the Spirit ; this is the Apoſtles rule, 
| Coloſrans 2,1,2,5. if yethenbe riſen with 
| Coriſt, ſeche thoſe things which are above, 
| be heavenly minded, ſer your affections np: 
| 97 things abovr, Let your converſation be in 
heaven, Ph41l, 2, 55, But what courſe mult 
wee take to this end ? That the Apoltle 
| theweth, UE fpe F. Aorti(1e therefore your 
| members, which arerpon the earth. Where 
wee ſee this truth moſt clearely manitcſted, 
| that all that would ſpzad much time 1n 


| 


Gods ſervice, and holy performances, mult 
| carefully mortifie: ther members here on 
| carth, and put ſinfull luſts to death : For 
| this Lorrible thiete, and great miſpender 
of precious time, 1s like ſome miſchievous 
perſon, or deſperate rutftian, that fiyeth in 
a mans face, and will either kill, or bec 
| ktlled ; and therefore muſt needs be killed, 
| that hee doth not kill us, for the wages of 
| ſiune 7s aeath, Romans G6. 2 3+ So that wee 


| muſt Cither kill our corruptions, or they 
wul bring our ſonles to death, Roz, 8. 13. 
| 


| For if yee live after the fleſh, ye [hall aye : 
| Gat if ye through the Spirit doc mortific the 
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The beſt ſpent time. 
leeds of rhe body, ye ſhall Irve, Where you 
ke, that our precious foules cannot live; | 
2ut by the death of our corruptions : the 
life of the one, is the deatlrof the other : | 1 
is efhab. loſt his owne lite, tor preſerving 
Benhadgds, T hy life ſhail goe far te life of 
him, 11, 1 Kings 20.42.) [4 foules mult | 
eternally periſh, if we ſuffer our corruptt- | 
ons to {uryive. | 
But how ſheuld we fo mortifie our lults, | 9vrF. 
that we may ſpend little or no time tim2 un 
vicious. courſes, and ſo conſequently more 
112 1n Gods ſervice ? 
| 4s, 1. Letusdiligently farch, that we | ef 
may plainly diſcover and finde out thar ſpe- | I: X* _—_ 
[cial finne, wherewith we have beene for- | be difcove- 
merly moſt peſtered , It is 1mpoſlible to | 7%. anc 
execute a malefaRor,untill he be found out, | on 
and apprehended : diligent fearch 1s firlt 
| made, and Hue and cry ſent after him to 
tinde him out : ſo wee muſt deale with 
Fi thoſe luſts, wherein formerly wee have | 
ſpent too much time - Lamentations 3. 
do. Let ms ſearch, and try ouy wayes, and | 
turne to the Lordowr Ged, This was *Da- | 
vids practiſe, P/alme 119.59. examined, 
or conſidered, or thought on mine owe 
Bayes, and turned my feete unto thy Tefti- 
| M9925 : yea, becauſe he knew his heart was 
deceitful, and fraudulent, ler. 17. 9. Hee 
doth beſeech God to afliſt him in it, and to 
| doe it for him, P/alwre 26, 2, Examine me, | 
'O Lord, and prove me ; try my reines, and | 
© | 
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| "The beſt ſpent Time. Cnavy.X, 
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| #7 heart, Like a man that heareth proclz. 
mation, for the apprehenſion of {uch and 
| fich a Traytor, hee not only ſearcheth his 
| owne houſe himfelfz, bur he ſetteth open 
the doore, and intreateth the officer to en- 
ter, and make what diligent ſ:arch he can, 
that if there be any traytor lurking there, 
hee may bee found out, andexecuted : {6 
| David, ſearch me,o Lord,rxamine my hear, 
and houſe, and fee if there beeany fſinfull 
laſt there, and let them bee all mortified, 
To the ſame purpoſe is that we have, Z/al, 
139, 23,24. Search me, O God, and kno 
my heart ; try me, and know my thoughts i 
and ſee if there be any wicked way in me, and| 
lead me in the way everlaſting, T.o2, here| 
| was fincerity, and this was the beſt way 
| to finde o1t our moſt ſecret luſts, and hid- 
den ccrruptions. O thercfore let us nat be 
ſtrangers at home, but examine our owne 
hearts, as the P/almij, ſpeakerh, P/a/me 4. 
| | 4. Aſwet place for this purpoſe, is that of 
the Apoltle, 2 Cor. 13,5. Examine our 
|, ſelues, whithey yee ber tn the faith, oy no; 
| prove your owne ſelves; know you not 
your owne ſelves? (i. e,) what anabſurd 
thing 1s it, for you to bee skilfull in others 
' \ affaires, and negle& your owne? to know 
' other men, and net your owne ſelves? 
what greater hypocritie ? The Hypocrite 
15 iſnarpe fighted abroad , but blinde at 
{Nome ; He cane a mote in the eye of ano- 
| ther,vat doth rot diſcerne the beame that 1s| 
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in his awne, 1t 1s our Saviours charatter | 
of an hypocrite, CMarthew 7,5, But on 
the contrary, the adviſe of the Apoſtle 1s ? 
excellent, Galathians 6.4, But let every 
owne prove his ewne worke, ({2eke'to hnde 
our his owne luſts) then 9.4 hee have re- p 
joycing 11 himfelfe, and not im avother, _ Renicdy.| 
Secondly, When we have found out this | Smite i: 

waſter, and apprehended this Traytor,then | 73025. , 
let us direAly finite 1t with the two edged | (ivord ot we | 
ford of the Spirit upon the head, which j *F® 
is the Word of God, a ſpectall part of} 

a Chriſtians armour, and fo rauch the more ; 

excellent in this caſe, becauſe it is a weapon * 
both defenſive, and off:nfive, Epheſians 6, | 
16. e411 take the Helmet of ſ[atuation,and | 
7 | the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Wo d| 
-|Mof God. Sec what admirable worke our | 
Saviour made with this ſpirituall weapon, } 
inthe ſingle combate, that he had with Sa- | 
than, hand to hand, Matthew 4. Ser» | 
FW; eft, 14.3825] 4 verſe 4, And againe, 3 
Maa 33 verſe 6, And fe the event of | 


aw w2oa pon 5g 


| 


this combate,v.1, 7:7: 491159 wry i did fo | 
Then the Devil leſt him,c5c. This put him 
utterly to flight : And no marvel}, for the} Heb. 4. 12. 
ord of God ts quicke and powerfull, and Ct wuz 
ſharper then any two edged ſword, faith the | #24407, | 
Apoſtle, Hebr, 4.12. Above any ſword _ 
| with two mouthes, that 1s, having two ed- on: Afoger”" 
ges, as the word ſigniftieth. This will cut | »m ancpi- 
and wound, yea, breake the head of any | 799. _ 


uſt whatſoever, if it bee as hard as any } 
 eeexs 3 
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Cnar.X, 
| ſtone. See an excellent place for this pur. 
poſe ler, 23,29. Is not my Word likeasg 
fire, faith the Lord ? and like an hammer, 
| that breaketh the Rocke tn peeces ? If amay 
be hardened in any ſinfull way, behold here 
is a fire to melt the heart of any luſt what- 
( ſoever ; it will fire it out of the ſoule : or if 
it be as hard as a rocke, loe, here 1s an ham-WW 

mer to breake it allin peeces. Ohthere. 

fore when thou haſt formd out what ſpeci- 

[All luſt, or corruption it is, that hindereth' 
| thee from ſpending time in Gods ſervice, 
| ſmite It with this two edged (word, lay vo- 
' on the head of it with this hammer, and 
| terrific thy conſcicuce with the threats of 
| the Word, and fay, How can I, or tow 
dare I hve in this finne, that will poyſon 
| my ſoule > Or how can 1 doe this great 
| Wickedneſſe , and finue apatrf} God? How 
' dare T live in the finne of ſwearing, when 
[T fee, and coniider how expreſly the Lord 
; hath faid,that He will not ho!/d him guiltleſſe, 
; that takety his Name in vaine ; but will 
 ſircly cut him off with the flying role of his 
curſe, Zach, 5. 3, conſider the place, Th» 
#5 the curſe that goeth over the face of the. 
| whole earth ; for every one that ſte4!c:h ſhall | 
 becat off, as on this fide, and accoratng rot 
, aud every one that ſweareth, ſhal! be cut off, 
| as oa that fide, according tozt. Would not 
| this make men leave ſtealing and ſwearins,' 
if it was rightly conſidered ? So, durlt 
| men live in thefinne of lying, 1t ny or 
ec\ co. 
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| | " The-beſt ſpent Fime. 319 | | hy 
E | leey ed 'that ſpeech of the Wiſeman . PÞ r9v, ( | he 
fl 12.22: Lying lppes arc an abomination wito | = 
tb Lord ? Yea, or that of, Rever. 21.8 hy 
Ml That all lars ſhall have their part in the | 
Ml ike that burneth with firs, and brimFtcn-, | Nl 


which # the ſecond death ? Ina word, durſt 
menlive in drunkennefſe, whoredome, co- 
 vetouſneſſe, prophaneſſe, 8&c. 1f they were 
| perſwaded that ſuch (omld never inherit | 
the kingdome of God, 1 Cor.6,10, and that 
for ſach things commeth the wrath cf God| 
pon the children of diſobedience, Epheſians 


| | 

- 6 £7 | 
.W 5.5 ? This was Davids chick Antidote 4- | KF 
. , | ; | | 
| MW azainſt every finne, P/a/me 119.11. / | + 1 


bave hid thy Word tn my heayt, that 1 might ; 
Yor ſexne against thee. Smite thy juſts with | 


1 this weapon, and thou' ſhalt fee thy deiire : 
| 
| 


won ſuch encmies. 
[mrdly, When we have found out that, | z. Rewetfe, 


ts. A 
Lu 


i. Mi. Att. li... Mr... T”P®EOOOT TI" 


© thoſe {peciall corruptions, which have : _— b 
| iindered ns from ſpending time in Gods | of 
WM irvice, if we cannot vanguiſh and over- | ver? prayer. | 
| <o722 them of our ſelves, by the power of | | 
MM Gods Word, let us then fiye to heaven for | ; 
MW :ipe, and cry out unto God Almighty for | 
Ms aſfſiltance. What better remedy, (when | ; 
1 man hath met with too putent an enemy } | 
then to fiye to the Lord Chict luſtice of | 
Heaven and Earth, and carnettly, and fer- | 
vently to crave his aide ? This was Saint | | 
Pris refuge in this caſe, Romans 7. 24. | 
O wretched man that I aw, Wis ſoall ael:- | 
vr me from this body of deats f Bui charge 
E © ; 
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The beſt ſpent Time, Cuav.X 


be to God through Teſus Chrift, v. 25, there 
| is the ifſhe. Soagaine, when the ſame holy 

Apoſtle was cumbred,and peſtered with the 
pricke in the fleſh, the meſſenger of Sathan, 
2 Cor.12,7, ſee what courſe he took : here 
| was his refuge,even the boſome of the Lord 
was his only ſhelter and defence, v. 8.. Fo 
thu 1 beſought the Lord thriſe, that it might 
depart from me. Now fe the iſſue ; What a 
gracious anſwer? v.9, And he ſaid unto me 
my orace is ſufficient for thee, &c. Hearty 
confeſſions, and ſtrong petitions and cryes 
to God,are very availcable in this caſe ; the 
prayer of the righteous is very cff:&uall in 
ſuch a condition, if it be fervent, ſam. 5, 
I6, as the Apoſtle there ſpeaketh in another 
| caſe, When a man 1s in that caſe, and info 
great a ſtrait, that he knoweth not what to 
doe, It 1s his beſt courſe in that caſe to looke 
up to God, by carneſt, and fervent prayer, 
according to the practiſe of that gracious 
King 1 ehoſophat, 2 Chron, 20.12, Wit | 
| chow net judge them ? Oh Lord? Wilt 
thou not judge them ? for wee bave no might 
againſt this great multitude, neither know 
we what to . 5 but our eyes are npon thee, 
Hee looked at God in this caſe with many 
eyes; With an eye of faith and confidence, 
with an eye of patient expe&ation, with 
an eye of diligent obſervation, and-witi| 
an eye of prayer; according to that ot 
David, Pſalme 5.3, Early inthe mornivy,} 
will 1 direft my prayer unto thee, and will 


Hanbe 


—— 


_—__K__——_—_—c_ —_— _ 
i 4 we dah. th... a M Ei. in at ih WL LA an. ated lt CE. od VP 


_— —_ very kts 


Miz, 


The beſt ſpent Time, 
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{noke ap : where the former words arc 4 
dire& explication of the later , (#, e.) I| 
will looke up unto thee, 6 Lord, with an 
cyc of prayer. If a man cancven fall out 
with himſelfe, and loath hiniſelfe in his 
| owne ſight for bis iniquities, and for his | 
| abominations, as the Prophet ſpeakes , | 
Ezech. 36.31. and earneſtly, and unfai- 
nedly complaine to God agairiſt his corrup-| 
tions ; certainely, in Gods good time hee 
ſhall be able to prevaile againſt his corrup- 
tions : for God 1s not only a {inne-pardo- | 
'W ning, but alſo a corruption-killing God, 
\Wone that will ſabduconr in1quities, Micah | 
7.1, See what a promiſe we have for this; 
Romans 6, 14, Smne ſhall not kave domunt- 
o: over you; for ye are not under the Law; | 
bxt usder Grace, ſaith the Apoſtle, And 
ler, 3. 22, With Hoſea 14, 2, Kernrne, ye. 
| bach. ſliding children, and { will beale your 
S p4ck-[{odrngs, firth the Lord there, fo that 
4 Were is great hopes (if we rake this courſe) 
Wat we ſhall prevaile againſt olir corrup- 
t Wions. Beſides, though for the preſent our | 
otruptions may ſcenic ſtronger, and more. 
ſlant then before, yet we ſhall be lure to | 
revaile at laſt, and 1n the meane time theſ2 
© Milings of ours ſhall be forgiven, and our | 


tl ſiquities, and infirmities, whereinto we 
Wl through the violence of cotruption,! 
ol Fall not be imputed unto us,if we doe ear- 
fs, ltly, and tervently cry ont for helpe aud | 
ull\ſrength againſt them. This fzemeth to te | 
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direaly prefigured in the ancient Law 0 


dye, verſe 26. But to the Damoſe!! thoy ſhul 
doe nothing, there inthe Damoſell no ſjar 


ſo ts this matter , Becaule it is ſappoſet 
that the Damoſell cryed in this caſ?, bi 
[could not be heard 1n the ficld, Verſe 2} 


| For he ſound her in the field, and the ber: 


thed Damoſell crycd, and there was now 
ſave her. So in this caſe, when the De 


| 


”_— ” 2 


vill fndeth us at ſome advantage, and dot 
force us to ſome ſinne, yetif we ſtruzgh 
and cry out againſt him,though he doe pr: 
 vaile with us fur thea, yet in the Lori 

great mercy, 1t 15 not imputed, Let this 
 COUrage us to confelk our ſins to God, at 
cry out againſt our corruptions, and juaz 


| our ſelves for them. Excellent to this pull 


poſe 15 that direion of one : Aman (fait 
he) mult ever and anon be faying thus wit 
himflte, Ah vile finfall wretch, and hate 
worthy creature that I am, have I not i! 
ned again{t God and mine owne fouls, | 


fuch a paſlionateneſſ, 1n fach wanton! 
|; : 
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The beſt ſpent time, Cx 6. X 


the lJewes, Dent.22.23. That if a mai findy 
betrothed D amoſell in the (,1t1e, and lye wit 
her, &c. then, 1n that caſe, they ſpall both þ; 
foned, becauſe fhee might have prevents{ 
the ſame by crying out : but ver/e 25, Bu: 
if a man finde a betrothed Dameſell tn th 
field, and the man force her, and lye wit, 
ber, then the man only that lay with her ſul 


worthy of aeath : for as when a mas riſe 
| againFt his mneighbouy and ſlayeth him, ev 
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| The beſt ſpent time, 
in ſach 1njaſtice, and the like ? Ohthat I 
could even deteſt my ſclfe for this ; Who, 
but a very beaſt, or a foole, would have 
beene fo often, and fo groſſly overtaken ? 
It 1s not pollihle to imagine, unleſ ane 
dos take experience of his owne practice, 
how much the renewing of this holy anger 
againſt a mans felte, tor his {innes paſt, will 
ſtrengthen him againſt the ſune, and abate 
the power of his corruptions. And there- 


FY 


f thy former jins, being out of love and 
onceit with thy felte, ſaying, An vile crea- 
ure ! How could I finde in my heart ta 
doc fuch things ? would any man have 
hought it poſiible, for any creatrire, from 
rhom all reaſon, and piety both were not, 
2nithed, to runne out into ſ{tich words ? 


weerely, And furely, if we would thus 
ulge and condemne our ſelves, we [hould 
ot be judged of the Lord, faith the Apo- 


ry out againſt them, As the L074 3:feiteth 


ur l 
Ut! 7* P/084 . {0 fc 0:Ter £7,2C8 19 the hurl. 
Wie more we ſee; and diſcerne our wait of 


xcollone to this Pur Dole is that ot another. 
04s crace 1s fre2, hee looketi not at auy 
218 us in the beſtowtug of it : What ?2 


T9 Dozt 
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fore, ſaith hee, put thy {clfe often in minde 


Ue, 1 Cor, 11, 72, Ancxcellent dir-A1on, } 


4 

{0 a molt fare aad {oeedy may to ea 
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Z4nſt our ftrongectt laſts, and nicit prevar 


et corruptions, it we can ths pray and | 


uch deeds ? cc. Thus hee, pioutly;, and 
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Pap. 165. 
| 4. Remracdie. 


| 


1. Midit. 


| The beſt ſpent Time. | Cuar.X;| 


Doeſt thou thinke that thou art unraRotk , 
of gracc, becauſe thou art unworthy of it?| | : 
This is a meere fallacy, Doe not caſt away F 
thy confidence, becauſe thou ſeeſt not in|}, 
thee, that goodneſk which thou defſireſt, |, 
It is ome goodnes in thee to be bad enongh : 
in thine owne eſtceme : be but vile enough, |F 
baſe enough, bad enough, and then thuu|ſ, 
art good enough to partake of grace :||ſſ 
thine emptineſſe will make ſome way tolſſſ, 
fulneſſe, Thus he fivectely, For this will | 
make a man cry out for Gods gractous aide|ſ; 
and aſſiſtance, Helpe Lord, for theſe luſts | 
of mine,like the ſonnes of Zerviah, are to0| s 
hard for me. This is the way to breake the, 
heart of our luſts, and to mortifie our |} 
earthly members, that we ſhall never ſpend iſ}; 
fo much time in vicious courſes as we have 
done. Thus David cryed uut againſt co- 
| vetonſneſle, P/alme 119.35. Encline my, 
heart to thy Teſtimonies, ana not to covetonſ-|;, 
eſſe; He beggeth the Lord Chiefe luſtice N;; 
his warrant to apprehend 1t, as one doth 7 
wittily obſerve in that cake. And this 15 Y; 


1 
1 
" 
: 


the third Remedy, 


Fourthly, and laſtly, If we would pre- 
vaile againſt ſfinne, that we may nor ſpend 
any time atall, at leaſt, much lefl> time 1n 
the ſervice of it, wee muſt daily pol-iſ 
{>fſ>, and furniſh. our ſonlas with holy mc- 


[a3 
Gitations. 


1. Conſider the odious, loathfome, and 


filthy nature of finne, which in the boo 
þ 
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The beſt [pent Time, "T3 


of God is not only called filthy, and thar 
excrementally ; but it is even filthineſE it 


| 


&lfe, 2 {'or.7. 1: Having therefore theſe pro- | 


| miſes, ler 16 cleanſe eur ſelves from the fil- 
thineſſe of the fleſh and Spirit, Yea, James | 
t. 21. Let 1 lay afde all fulthinefſe, and | 
ſuper fluitie of malicionſneſſe, and receive 
with meckneſſe thesngrafted word, which i 


able to ſave yonr ſowles, the word ſignttt- | 


eth properly the filth that 1s under a mans | 
naile. Yea, to ſhew the filthy nature of it, 
itis compared to the Sowes wallowing 1n 
the mire, and the vomit of a Dogge; it is. 
cven the metaphor of the Holy Ghoſt, | 
2 Perez 2, 22, How could we finde 1n our 
hearrs to live in ſinne, and ſpend our time. 
this way, if' we conſider this ? 

2, Not onely filthy, but dangerous 1n 
many reſpe&s. It bringeth body, and foul, 
and name, and eſtate, andall to ruine ; It 
is the loſſ of our very fſoules, .if wecon- | 
tinue 1n it without repentance, Lk, 1 2.19. 
Thos foo'e, this »ght ſhall they fetch away | 
fb, /onle'; and then ſee what our Saviour | 
Yinferreth from heaven, Matrhew 16. 26. 
For what 15 a man profited , if hee foal } 
raine the whole world, and looſe Lis owne 
oule 2 | 

Thirdly, Conſider how odious to Ged, 
his very {oule abhorceth it, as the greateſt | 
vill in the. world. It is thebreach of his / 


Yoature. Ir was the death of the Lord /e/, 


ny 


Law, moſt contrary to his holy and purelt | 


Yi. for | 
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| The beſt ſbent time. C HAP 'X. 


for he was delivered #uD for our fins, Row, 
4.25. It killed the Prince of life, and 


Gods, onely Sonne 5; and therefore muſt 
nceds be mort1ied, and put to death. Yea, 


due and mortifie,yea,crucifie this notorious 
thiete, that thus roobeth God of his glory, 
and man of Gods favour, we ſhall be able 
to ſpend munch time 1n Gods ſervice. This 
15 the firſt miſpender uf precious time, that 
mult of neceilitie be mortited, and put to 
deat. | 
| Secondly, Another great let or imped- 
ment,that muſt be removed ; another great 
waſter of time, thar muſt be ſpeedily ſup- 
preſſed, 1s immodcrate, or exceihve (lcep- 
ing, and f(luggiſhneſſe, This alſois a molt 
dangcrous miſpender of precious time, al- 
thous h not ſo bad as the former. Thus the 
Prophet 1onah miſpent his time, as he was 
in a Ship fayling to Tar/iſp, when hee 
{hotld have gone to Nmmevch ; He was faſt 
 aſleepe in a very dangerous ſtorme, . when 
| he ſtood in more need to have been wreſtk- 
| Ing with God by humble, carneſt,and har: 
; tie prayer, [nah 1. 6, See how pathetical- 
ly the Heathen Mariners awake him, an 
; ronſe him up, The Ship-matter cxme to him 
| ſa1th the Text; ard ſaid unto him, What 
meaneſt thou, 6 ſleeper ? eAviſe, and £6 
«gon thy God, if ſo bee that Goa wil think! 
Pl 
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| pierced the heart, and ſhed thebloud of 


nothing will ſooner doe 1t, then theſe, and| 
{ach like meditations. Now if we thus ſub. 
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mHponms, tf 


| 


hat we periſh not, (i,e.) Is this a 
it time toſleepe, when we are all ready to 
periſh, and be ready even every moment 
to bee ſwallowed up of the waves ? Oh 
therefore ariſe, and beſtirre thy ſelfe, and- 
_ call upon thy God, and for ſhame [earne to 
Fl /pend the time better then in ſleeping, eſpe- | 


| 327 


cially, in fach, and fo great and apparent | 


| 
| 
| 


aſtep betweene us and death, Thus Salomon 
awaketh his fluggard, Proverbs G, 9, 10. 


wilt thou ariſe ont of thy ſlzepe ? Yarke now 
the Muggards droutie, ſlumbring, ſenſclefle. 


{ill he keepeth his bed, and there he de- 
Wiſeman letteth him alone, and beſtoweth | 
no more paines to call himup, but even 
paſſeth ſentence upon, as he lyeth in his 
bed, $9 thy poverty commeth as an armed. 
ma, This will bring both temporall po- 
verty, and fpiritna!l ry, "upon a man ; 
ſuch a man ſhall ſurely come to poverty, | 
Proverbs 20,192, for this ſtcaleth away 
not only much time, that was octter ſpent 
in Gods ſervice ; but it robbe 
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peciall ſeaſons, and opportunities of doing 
'Gop 'fervice, and getting $ood to our 


 foules, /e. the morning {:on, and the 


danger, their being (as it were) bur even | 
7 
How long wilt thou fleepe, 5 ſluggard ? When | 
anſwer, Tet a little ſleepe, a little ſinmber, a | 
little folding of the hands to ſleepe; Thus | 


11zhteth to ſvend his time, and there the | 
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' Sermon time, or the time for the exercif2s | 
of religion, which 1s the'very harvelt of 
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| 


| our ſoules, Is not he likely to bee a poore 
| man, that will keepe his-bed in harveſt | 

| | time, and like to reape ſhane and penu- 

| rie? Prov, 10,5, Well, What ſhall wee 

| 

| 


tt tt tt ttt. SS 


doe with this unruly perſon > Put him to! 
death? O no, What? Not ficepe at all? 
| Rathcr binde him to the good behaviour, 
| ſend him to the houſe of corre&ion : for! 
fleepe, in 1t lfe, is a refreſhing mercy of 
 God,which he conferreth upon thoſe whom! 
| he loveth, P/alme, 127. 4. For ſo he giveth 


his beloved ſleepe, What then ? Deale thus! 


| 
þ, 
4A 
{with this companion ; cut ſhorter this 


——— 


j 


| prodigall ; allow him lc liberty. He 
that miſpendeth his meanes, it is pity but 
| he ſhould want ; let ſome of his meanes be 
| taken from him, he doth but waſt and mif- 
| pend it. And therefore the beſt way is40 
obſerve theſe two rules, which I'will pre- 
| ſcribe on purpoſe (tn this caſe) for our Di- 
reton, 
414 0 | I. Let us habituate, or accuſtome our 
Rencdie. | ſelves to carly or timely riſing, Let us| 
To habitu- | een forcably breake off our ſleepe, for reli-: 
ate OFT Qccu- "'Y | d . | 
tome our | $10US and godly meditations ; and that. 
| ſelvesr® | which at firſt will ſeeme even impollible, ' 
' eimely 1- ; . | I | 
; fing. will by alittle uſe and cuſtome prove, not | 
only be poſſible,but alſo moſt facile & caſfic, | 


even as the Cacke clappe th his wings carly | 
in the morning, thereby to ſhake off drou- 
fineſſe, and toſtirreup himſelfe tro crow : | 
ſo let us ſhake off our {Juggith humour by | 
degrees, and cven {tirre up our ſelves to ; 


L1- | holy | 


_—_———— —<D 


—_— 


ETC 


Rt ett ————_ hi. At —— — 


Roe ere ae. AF error — 


The beſt ſpent Time, 


| holy duties in the morning. Thus David 
| ſtirreth himſeI, and endeavoureth to ſhake 
off his droulie temper, Pſalme 103. 1, 2. | ' 
| | B/efſe the Lord, 0 my ſoule, and all that is. _ 
| | 2irhtn me bleſſe bis holy Name, Bleſſe the [E 
| | Lord, o my ſaule, forget not all his benefits. 1-4 
© | Yea, this he would doecarly, or betimes = 
| 
: 


— —— 


in the morning, P/a/me 5,3. Early in the 


morning will I dsyeft my prayer unto thee,and | 


= | wil looke wp, Yea, this was not all, but 
| | ſometimes he would breake his ſlecpe, even | 5 
| BEL n1dmght, to doe God ſervice, Palme | i 
119. 62, eAt midnight will [ ariſe to give | | 
rhankes anto thee, becauſe of thy righteens | | i 
| judgements ; Thus by degrees in time we | | 
| thould prevaile exceedingly againſt that | 
|fluggth hr will elſe keepe us from | | 
| embracing many bleſſed opportunitics of | 
; doing God ſervice. wad 
| Thirdly, Wee muſt beware of exceſſive —_ _ 
| eating and drinking. The immoderate uſe | Take beede | 


|| | of the good creatures of God, doth very | & imnoce- 


| | much diſpoſe tu ſleepe, but indiſpoſe us to | no 
| | any holy and religious imployment. When | *=- 

the belly is full, &&c. faith the homely Pro- | 
 verbe, a man, in that caſe, 1s fitter to ſerve 
{the Devill in ſinning, or the fleſh by ſleep- 
ing, then God inany religious duty what- | 
| ſoever. Pat a kysfe to thy threat, if thou be * | 
4 ms given to appetite, Wiſely doe thou 
refraine from the immodera'e uſe of that, 
| Which will altogether indiſpoſe thee to | 
| ods ſrvice, and make thee a very prey | 
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The. beſt ſpent time. GCnay. X. 
to Inſt, and unto the Devill. Hee that in 
this caſe maketh his belly his god, 4s then 
ready for ſleepe almoſt at any time,but will 
ſcarce bee hit to ſerve Go Þ at any” time, 

Contider the place of the Apoſtle, Romens 
|13. 13- Not en ryotting, or giuttony, and 
arunkerarſſe, and what followeth? Nor t 
| chambering and wantonneſſe : where we ſe, | 
that ryot and exceſls in the uſe of Gods 
good creatures, diſpoſeth ſtrongly to luſt 
and filthineſſe, When [ fed themto the full, |. 
then they committed adultery againſt me, an? 
afjemiled themſelves by troopes in the Har- | 
lots houſes, faith God, 1eremy 5.7. It was; 
Soaoms fulnefſe, that made them fo filthy. 
But of tis hereafter, when I come to 


ſpeake of feaſting, and recreations,which is 
| another great miſpender of precious time, 
| and a great impediment to keepe us from | 
ſpending time in Gods ſervice. And fo 
much theretore as touching this ſecond 
great miſpznder of precious time, and that 
ts, exceiliveſieeping, = 
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rherein other chiefe Lets are removed, 
þ contatning the oth:r part of | 


the fifth Dzreftion, 


| 
| 


2 AFHirdly, All that would ſpend 
> much time 1n C30 DÞ $s ſervice, 


ZI and beware of another great | 
| mif-ſpender of precious tine, and that 15, 
 Immoderate carking and. caring for earthly 
things; al inordinate and covetous thought 
| taking for outward thing;s, mult needs be 
carefully ſhunned and avwoyed. How many 
. precious houres doe wen uſually ſpend in 
taking thought, ſaying, What ſhall we cat ? 
| and what ſhall we drinke ? What ſhall 1 
| doe when Iam old, and paſt my worke ? 
' Or how ſhall I doe in adeare yeare, &c ? 
and ſuch like terrible dreames. Thus many 
an houre 1s mi{-ſpent, in {ach worldly dt- | 
_ firuſtfull cooitations, that were farre bet- 
ter ſpent in Gods ſervice ; Not, but that an 
| honeſt moderate care is lawtfull-and necel- | 


fary ; but all diftracting diſtruſtfull care is | 


forbidden, as a great uſurper of precious 
, time, It is the Apoſtles direRion, Phr/. 4. 
6, Ianothing be careful, but in every thing let. 


| 
mult very carefully take heede, | canug for |} 
of this life, | 
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332! -| The beſt ſpent Time, CunareQXl.' 
| your requeſts be made knowne to God : unSvy 
#422 7;where the Apoſtle prohibiteth on- 
| lyadiſtruſttull, diſtracting, or heart-divi- 
ding carctulneſſe,as the word fignifieth and 
{ {heweth, That time ſpent in covetous cark- 
ing and caring,and reltgious prayer and ins | 
vocation, cannot well ftand together ; ac- | 
cording to that of our Saviour, ar. 6. 44. 
| Ye cannot ſerve God aid Mammon z no more 
The rear | then a man can looke upwards and down- 
grear | l bs 
| hurt that | wards bothat once, Letus (a little) con- 
Tj | ts hicte | (der of the great hurt that this uſurper will 
* | willdocus. | . T . * 

n doc us in this caſe, This covetous carking, 
be will eyrher keepe us from, or diſtra& us in 
| profiting by the performance of holy du- | 
ties ; and therefore 1s a great enemy in this 
+ | cafe, and muſt needs be mortified. 1, It ma-: 
© | rekeepech | BY tlmes keepeth us from the performance 
| us from the | of holy duties. Where covetous carking 


rformance | 


of holy du- | FE1gneth, there is no roome for pictic, god- | 
tics.  lineſſe 1s quite pat downe ; there is no lea- 


{are for private prayer in the Cloſet and fa-. 


; milie, nor many times, there is no time for : 
i the publike duties of Religion. See how the | 
world kept men from the grear Supper, 
whercot our Saviour ſpeaketh in the Co- 
ſpell ; Zr. 14. 16. 4 certaine man made a 
1 great Supper, and bad many, and ſent hi ſer- 
| vant at Supper time, to ſay to them that Were 
| 14den, come, for all things are now readze. 
{How could they finde 1n their hearts to | 

ſight or reje& ſuch a loving invitation? 
Sec then what followeth, ver. 18, And hey 
alt | 
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The beſt ſpent Time, | 
all with one conſent beganne to make excuje. | 
T he firſt ſayd unto him, 7 have bought a prece 
of ground, and I muſt needs goe and ſee it, 
pray thee bave me excuſed: Ver,ig.And, ano- 
ther ſay, I have bought five yoke of Oxen, and | 
I muſt needs goe and prove them, &c. Ver, 20. 
And another ſayd, Ihave married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come, Thus yee {ce what 
| worldly excuſes they had, And our Saviour | 
doubtleſſe would hereby teach us, that 1nor- 
| dinate love of the world,keepeth men from | 
| the duties of Gods ſervice. 
| Secondly, Or cl: it it doe not altogether | 

keep us from them, yet they are great means | 
| to diſtract us jn them : ſo that 1t we doe ſet. 
| our ſelves to ſerve God, yet we cannot doe 
it with all the heart,as we ſhould. This co- | 
| vetous carking will ſteale away the heart, 


Word preached, we cannot ſet our hearts | 
to all the good Word of God, as we ought ; 
to doe, Dext.3 2. 46. Theſe words that I com- 
mand thee, feall be in thy heart, ſayth God, 


| Covetous carking will keepe out the Word, | 
| and diſtract us in hearing of it, See an ex- | 
periment of this in Ezechiels hearers, Exzec, | 

© ; 4 1 rd garbe and faſhion | 
| 33- 31, By their outward garbe and faſhi | 
they ſremed to be very religious, they were | 
| conſtant hearers, They come unto thee as the 
| people commeth, and they fit before thee as my | 
| people, and they heare my woras, tut they will | 
ot doe them, for with their menth they ſhew | 
| much. 
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| that we cannot ſo erioully hearken to the | 


Dext. 6.6. This cannot be, in this caſe; tor | 
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| 334 | The beſt ſpent time. 


| 


| beating it to a price, a nimble ſubtle cut- 


Cuay. XI-{ 
much love ; but their heart goeth after their | 
covetouſneſſe. It was but an heartleſle piece | 
of ſervice rhat they performed to God, co- 
vetouſneſſs,even in the very inſtant of hea- 
ring, had ſtollen away their hearts. They 
| were juſt like unto a Chapman, that while | 
he is bufie in cheapning a commoditie, and | 


| 


| purſe, in the meane time, hath ſtolten lis | 
parſe; ſo that when he ſhould come vo pay | 


_ | for his commoditie, his money is gone. | 


ty, 


Or elſc kee- 


perth us trom | R | 
f profiting by , WE {veme to heare with great aftcntion -; {v | 


*hem. 


Let us beware and take heed of this ſubtle: 


juzler, that will eyther keepe us from, or 
| diſtract us in the duties of Gols worthip 
| and ſervice. 

| Or clic thirdly, This will keepe us from | 
profiting by, or practiſing of that which 


| 


that we ſhall become but hearers onely, but 
'not doers of the Word ; and ſo build the. 
| houſes of our ſoules upon the ſand, This our | 
| Saviour theweth, in his Parable of the So- 
' wer, Mat, 13. 22, Some ſeede falleth among 
| the Thornes, and the T hornes orow up with tt, 
| aud choke it ; that is, as our Saviour him- 
| felfe there expoundeth it, He alſo that recei- 
| ved ſeede among the thornes, us he that heaveth 
| che Word, and the care of this world, and the 
| adeceitfulneſſe of riches, choke the Word, ani he 
\ becometh unfruufull, Thus Fee ſhe the great 
hurt wwe receive by this unjuſt uſarper of | 
our precious time , which prevaileth t>; 
-much the more, becauſe he iecmeth to be the : 
right 
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heavenly Father ; 


[litis, | 


ren, 


wh 


rightLord,and the true owner of the great- 
elt part of our time. What muſt we doe in 
_ { this caſe? Surely fo farre as this care is 
ordinate , 1t muſt needs be mortthfied. 
| masketh under the name of thrift, and fru- 
6.2 %& » 

 galitie, and good husbandry, &c. But 1n- 
| deed, where this prevaileth, there. the ons | 
thing needfull muſt needs be wanting : 

. appeareth by that ſpeech of our Saviour, 
Luk. 10. 42. ZAartha, Martha, thou careſt, 
and art cumbred about many thing 
thing 1s needfull 5 7Aary hath cheſca the better 
part, which ſhall never be taken from her. And 
therefore this 1s a ſpecial} corruption that 

' muſt needs be mortitied. This is one of our 
earthly members that mult be put to death, 

| Col, 3.5. HMortifie therefore your members 
which are on the earth , fornication, unclean- 

| eſſe, &C, and covetouſneſſe which 15 Taolatry. 
But hoiw ſhall we ſupprefſc and mortthe | 
this unruely companion ? 

. I anſwer, Vpon a thresfold meditation | 
| or con{ideration. Firſt, Conſider now need- | 
 Ifſ>; ſecondly,houw vaine and truitlefſz;and j Confider, 
| thirdly, how prejuaiciall and hn 
to {ſpend time in carkinZ. 
| Firſt, Confider how neec 
| have our wiſe and heavenly Father to taxe 
care for us ; 1 Pet, 5.7. Caſiing ail your care 
upon him, for he careth for you, tayth the A- 
 poſtle. We may learne of little C3 
depend upon the care and providence of our 
They never take Carc 
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How vaine, 
| and fruit- 
lefle. 


| 


{| ded wnro you, This 1s one of our Saviours 
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| zor forſake us, Conſider Mat, 6, 33, But 


| and to be rich:but 1t 1s not inordinate carc, : 
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where to get meate and drinke, nor how to | 
procure new cloathes, but leave the care of 


| 


| more ſhonld we commit the care of theſe | 
| things to God , who hath aſſured us, that 
; WE {hall »o: want any thing that is good, Pſal, 
34. 10 ? How chearctully and comfortably 
may we depend upon the promiſe of our 
| heavenly Father, that he will zevey fasle us, 


ſeckg ye firſt the kingdome of God, and the righ- 
teonſneſje thereof, and theſe things ſhall be ad-| 


 chicte ar5uments, to difſwade from inordi- 


| Nate Care, Mar. 6. 31, 32. Therefore take no 


 tbought, ſaying, What ſhall we eate ? Or what 
| fall we drinke ? Or wherewithall ſhall we be | 
i cloathed ? Ver, 32. For your heavenly Father | 
| bnoweth that ye have need of theſe things, (i.e.) | 


| therefore it is a needleſſe thing tor you to | Þ 
| cumber,or trouble your ſelves with any ſuch 


unneceſſary cogitations. 

Secondly, This inerdinate care and j 
thought-taking for outward things, is not 
onely ncedlefſe and ſuperfluous, but allo ex- 
ceeding vaine and fruitleſe: it cannot availe 
any thing atall, 1t can doe no good. Mens 
ayme and end 1n this caſe, is to get wealth, 


| 


' 


| 


| 
| 
; the wiſeſt Salomon, Pro, lo. When we have 
; carked, & cared,and caſt beyond the Moon, | 
' yet this will not ſerve the turne, when we | 


have - 


but the bleſſing of God that maketh rich, ſaytn | 
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ll :c:: 2 this wealth ; but thou ſhalt remember | 


© he be ſpent Time. 


have done what we can, This is another of 
our Saviours excellent arguments, that he 
produceth in this caſe, Har.6.,27, Which of 
you by taking thought, can adae one cubite un- 
| ro bis ſtature? No :.with all our care, we | 
cannot ſo much as make one haire white or 
black: and therefore all our care & thought- 
taking in this caſe 1s vaine and fruitleſk ; | 
 P/al. 127. 1, 2. Except the Lord build the 
| houſe : except he keepe the Citie, the builders | 
and watchmen do both ſpend their ſtrength | 
in vaine, they wholly looſe their labour : 
and ver, 2, It z5 in vaine for you to riſe up ear- 
ly, aud fit up late, and to eate the bread of ſor- 
 rowes : for ſo he giveth his beloved ſleepe, Thou 
ſhalt remember,that it is the Lord thy God 
that giveth thee power to get wealth,fayth 
the Lord, Dext.8. 17,18, Thou ſhalt aot ſay, | 
| wy power and the might of mine hand.:ath got- | 


the Lord thy God: for it ts he that giveth thee | 
| power ro get wealth. It is not our care,or pro- 
vidence, but the blefſing of God that bring- 
&th wealth; and therefore our exceive care 


| 


is fruitleſſe, | 


Thirdly,This inordinate thouzht-taking 
tor outward things, is very dangerous and 


| inde it hurtfuil in theſs three reſpeds. 

| Firſt, This inordinate deſire of having, 
maketh a man a prey unto Sathan, and lay= 

\cth him open unto Sathans dangerous tem- 
L Z Ptations 2 
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| prejudiciall : for beſides the miſchiefe al- | full 
\readie mentioned and ſpecified , wee ſhall 
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prations : 1t doth caſt a man inevitably into 
the ſnare of Sathan, 1719.6.9, 3ut they that 
will be rich, fall into temptation, an a ſuare, 
and into many fooliſh and hurtful luſtes, which 
drowne men mn aeitruttion and perdition, This 
' will makea man lye, and ſteale, and cheat, 
yea,forſweare,and ſwagger, &c. The devill 
hath every covetrons man alwalies at advan- 
tage, as 1t were, upon the hippe, he is even! 
caried captive by him at his will. This is 
one wofull miſchiefe, that it maketh a man 
even apparently the devils vaſſall, 
Secondly , This inordinate love of rhe 
| world,in proceſſz of time, wall even cat out 
the true love of Zod ont of our hearts, For 
|even as adulterous love in a woman, doth 
[evencat the love of her husband out of her 
bearr,ſo that the more ſhe loveth a ſtranger, 
the lefſe ſhe rezardeth1 her husband : ſo doth 
the inordinate love of the world. If we dote! 
upon that painted Strumpet, ſhe will fo be- 
witch us, that in time we ſhall not care for 
the Lord at all, This 1s the Apoſtles argu- 
ment, 1 /oh.2. 15, Love not the world, nor the 
things of the world; for if any man love th: 
| world, the love of the Father 1s not in him. It 
1s not poſſible for a man to over-love the 
world, and yet 1n the meane time, to lovc 
God as he ought, no more then it is poſſi 
ble for a man to looke even upward and 
downward both at once. Set your affettion 
7:0 things above, and not on the things that 
are kere below, Col, - By Inttmating, that i 
| 
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is at leaſt improbable, if not impoilible, to 
doe both. 


Thirdly , The too-much bent of the affe- 
Rions to outward things, doth utterly de- 


| prive us of Gods love tous, As the love of | 


the Father is not in him ; fo the love of the 
Father 1s not towards him: ,11 that caſe, But 
on the contrary, the Lord even hateth and 


| abhorreth him ; which is a moſt wwe = 


ſtate and condition : P ſal. 10. 3. Speaksn 
good of the covetous , FN God ab —e 
Where weſec evidently, that every =] 
tous pcrſon is hated and abhorred of Go . | 
And no marvell, for it is nolefſe then Idola- | 
try 1n Gods account,Cel.3.5, Yea,and there | 
is a very dire&t and expreſſe enmitie be- 
tween God and every ſuch perſon, [ar.4.4. 

Know ye not that the amitie of the world, 15 en- | 
mitic againſt God : ſo that whoſoever maketh 


himſclfe a friend of the world, the ſame is Gods 


| 67e7774e, Now marke the. wozfull elate of| 
Gods enemies ; P/al.68. 21. God will ſurely | 
| wound the head of hu enemies, and the hairie 
ſealpe of ſuch a one as walketh on ſti! in his 


 treſpaſſes. This is another fearefull a: uy into- 
| lcrable miſchicfe. 

Fourthly, This inordirate thon-ht-ta';- 
ing for outward things ,.doth often keeps | 


' many from entering upon che pron of 


[Religha, and embracing uh riftianite: 


Many could be conteat to embrac: rift nf \ % 
It were not for the world. Thi hk dererh | 
many from becomming the Diſciles. of 
£G 3 Cr it, 
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Chriſt, becauke they cannot finde in their 
1 hearts to forlake all for his fake, Sec an expe- 
i" riment of this in that young man in the Go- 
1 ſpel, ar, 19- 16, He had a moneths minde 
| ro become one of our Saviours Diſciples : | 
| ke how ſweetly and lovingly he ſpeaketh 
| to our Saviour,Good Mater what en thing 
l 

| 


ſhall } doe, that I may have eternall life ? If 
| thou wilt enter into life, keepe the Conmande- | 
 ments:as if he had fayd, come 01; thy wayes, 
T will {et thee a taske: but when he had told | 
| | him the upſhort of all, Ver, 22. 1fthox wilt be 
perfe, Goe,ani ſell all that thou haſt, and give 
to the poore, and tho ſhalt have treaſure in 
| - 029646 aud come follow me : Ver, 22 When he 
| heard this ſaying, he went away ſorrowfyll, for 
w# | he Was 56 EK 57h great oo fſelfions "a : Coy 
wo | | ( it keemeth ) he did not fo much pofleſke, as 

| 

| 


he was poſſeſſed of them : he loved the trea- 
{ares of the earth too well, to forſai-c them |} 
po for the treaſures of heaven. Now mari: what 
1M | our Saviour inferreth hereupon to his Diſ- 
ciples, Ver; 23. Verely, 1 ſay unto you, tha: 4 
rich man ſhall hardly enter into the kinodome 
of God. Inordinatelove of riches doth keepe 
| men from the prokſlion , much more from 
the praiſe of Religion, This 1s another 
miſchiefe. 
| 5.miſtice| Fifthly , Wee would never fpend time 
| | Makethmen | jn jnordinate thought-taking how to get 
ickle, and |_._ . . : 
rconſanr | Wealth, if we did conſider another ſpeciall 
12 Relioion, ' INCONVENICNCE that ever commeth with it, 
El | and that js, that it maketh men fickle and. 
| FR: © : inconſtant! 
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| him, 1h. 16. 32. Behold, the howre commeth, 


| his heart,God maketh him a beggar, He be- 
| Letterts'a ſonne,and there is nothing 11 his hand, 


i chan, and Ahab; whoſe covetous ill gotten 
wellth 
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| inconſtant in their Religion, This will 
make a man plainly difert, and utrerly for- 
fake Chriſt, and his cauſe, and leave him in 
| the open fields, A covetous perſon will ne- 
ver ſtand to his colours : our Saviour him- 
ſ:Ife foretelleth, that ſome ſhould forſake 


— 


| &C. when yee ſhall be ſcattered every man t0 
his owne, and ſhall leave me alone : and yet } 
am not alone; for the Father & with me, Yea, 
this you ſhall inde moſt certaine, that no- 
thing will make a man ſooner doe this,then 
| the inordinate love of this preſent world, 
This made Demas forfzke his colours, and 
| turne Apoſtata. The Apoſtle once kindely | 
| falutes the Church in his Name ; but after 
| cryeth our againſt him for Apoſtacie, 1T im. 
4.10, Demas alſo hath forſaken 14, having lo- 
ved this preſer.t world, So that 1f we would 
be conſtant in the ſervice of Chriſt, we maſt 
take heede of the world. 
| Sixthly and laſtly, This will bring the 
wrath of God upon a mans poſteritie:Many 
a man gocth to the devillhimfclte, tomake 
his ſonne a rich man; and yet in ſpite of 


_— 


Eccleſe 5:14. So that he covereth an evill co- 


| | vetouſneſſe. ro his houſe, Heb. 2. 9, 10. He | 


| thinketh his children ſhall fare betrer, and 
| they ſpeed the worſe for his evill gotten 
| Soods : as appearcth by the examples of 4- 
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| will helpe us againſt this tinne, if this be 


| ot grieved for the afflictions of Toſeph, Iſa. 5. 


ſpent 1n Gods ſervice,cannot well ſtand to- 


wealth was the ruine of them, and of their 
poſteritie, 7o/x. 7. 24, 1 Keng. 21. 29. This 


rightly conſidered. 

Fourthly, Another great Let or impedt- 
ment in this caſe, is exceſlive feaſting, or | 
belly-cheare. True it 1s, that we are allow- 
ed the liberall, and comfortable uſe of Gods 
creatures, not onely for neceſlitie, but for 
delight ; but yet we maſt evenin this caſ2| : 
beware of exceſſe, The Prophet cryeth out : 
againſt unreaſonable,and unſaſorable tealt- 
mungers, Amos 6.4.T hat they ſtretched them- 
ſelves upon their conches, + did eat the Lambs 
out of the flocke, andthe (, alves out of the ſtall. 
Jer. 6. That drinke wine in Bowles,&c,but are 


IT. ver, 12. Woe to themthat riſe up early to 
follow ſtrong drinke, &C. eAnd the T abret and 
the Pipe are 1n their feaſts ; but they regard not 
the worke of the Lord , nor the operation of hs 
hands, Where we ke, that time ſpent in in- 
ordinate and exceſſive feaſting , and time 


gether; itis a great Let and impediment in 
this caſe. This was one thing that made the 
rich man, that he conld finde no time for 
Gods fervice, nor for the good of his ſoule, 
Luk, 16. 19. Becauſe, as he was cloathed 
with pur ple ard fine linnen, ſo he fared delici- 
ouſly every day, layth the Text, Every day | 
was a day of feaſting, and therefore therc 


Vas no time left for the exerciſes of Religi- 
| ON: 
Sn 
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wiſe ? Heſt. 1. 19. 


| the Lord ? Thus full-ted Pharoah cryed our, : 


| 
| 


on:they tzede the bodie, but ſtarve and pinc 
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the ſoule, Therefore we muſt have a care to 
ſpend lc{R time in Kaſting, that we may | Remedies. | 
ſpend more in the duties of Gods worſhip | To conſider 
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and fervice, And to this end let us conſider | het | 
theſe five Remedies, Lamar 1 


Firſt, Immoderate feaſting,is ſeldome,or . Miſchiefe 
never without the abuſe of Gods good crea- | Abuſe of | 
tures,and ſo we fight againſt God,and ſtrike | $955 <3 | 
him with thoſe bleſſings, which he hath | 
Sins 99S given us for our delight: : yea, | | 


ereby we commit Idolatrie,in making our 


belly our God, Phil. 3. 19. | k 
Secondly, Seldome without brabbles and | ,.a:3/chief } © 
quarrells, many times betweene perſons of | A breeder 2 
neare relation one to another, See the fruit | nmr EA 
of that great feaſt made by Anaſhuernus 5 that | CmTNE{C» i 8 t 


laſted ſo long ; What was the event of it, | 


but a weefull breach betweene him and his 


—IE—_— 


| 
Thirdly, A man in thatcafe 1s molt apt | : 2://-1;-7: 


to deny God. This made Agar pray againſt | Mz'* =» > ; 
wealth and riches ; Grve me not povertie gio7 | © T1 
riches, ſayth the Text, Pro. 3o. 8. And the: 
ke the reaſon that he giveth tor it, Ver. 9. 
Leſt I be full, and deny thee, and ſay , Whs *« | 


a: $97.4 A Gar wy RT” 


Exod.s. 3. Who is the Lord, that 7 ſhould obey | 
hws voyce,to let Iſracl goe?f know n5t the Lore, : 
neither will I let 1ſracl g0e. Exceſlive fulnes | 
will make a maneven to kici: againſt God ; | 
Feſurnn 1s waxed fat, and kicked, fayth the! 
Text, Demt 33, 15. Thou are covirea with | 


Z 4s. fatneſſe 5 | _ 7 
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 fatneſſe 3 Then he forſooke God that made him, 
and lightly eſtcemed the rocke of his Salvation, 
| Loe, the fruit of exceſſive fulneſſe. Yea, | 
this was one of the ſinnes of Sodome, Idle-| 
b neſk, and fulneſſe of bread made them fo in- 
| | | tolerably filthy, that they fell to that un- 
| | cleaneneſſe which was unnaturall , as the 
Bi Prophet ſheweth, Ezeck. 16. 49. 
|  Fourthly, This exceſlive uſe , or rather 


q. 
4-Miſqhiee abuſe of Gods Creatures , are great meanes 
| forger God, | to make us forget God. True it is, that even! 
| then we have moſt cauſe to remember him} 
(FD | with all love and thankfulneſk : but fach is 
t | the corruption of our nature,that even then |. 
| [aboveall other times, wee are moſt apt to| 
forget him ; according to the admonition 
| of the Lord himſelfe by eſes, Dent.s. 11, 
12. When thou haſt eaten and art full, then 
| thor ſalt bleſſe the Lord thy God, for the good 
Land that he hath given thee. There is the 
| right uſe of fulneſie and plentie. But what 
[ | followeth ? Ver. 12. Beware, that thou for- | 
| get not the Lord thy God : and Ver. 13, 14. 
| Left when thoy haſt eaten and art full, &c.then | 
' thy heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord | 
thy God, &C. Here 1s a dangerous miſchicte 
indced ; P/al. 9. 17. The wicked ſoall be tur- | 
ned into hell, and all that forget Ged, O conſs-| 
| der thus yee that forget God, and feaſt your | 
' ſelves without feare,/eaſt he teare youin piec- 
| es , andthere be none to deliver you. When 1 
| | fea rhers to the full, they then committed adul- 
| terie again5t me ; and aſſembled themſelves by 
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5 The beſt ſpent Time, | | 
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| :700pes 32 the harlot, houſes , fere. 5. 7. 


Fifthly, The more that wee have miſ- | 5.Mi/chiefe 
ſpent our time in feaſting and carnall plea- | Increatzour | 
ſures, the more torment we are like to have | hell, if we | 


hereafter, All ſach immoderate carnall plea- | **penr mot: 


. : a 

| | fures end intorments, without repentance. 
Vhat became of him that was cloathed in 
| 

| 


| purple and fine Linnen, and fared delici- _- 
ouſly every day? Zzxk, 16.19. What is the | 
next newes we heare of this Belly-god;this | 
mirth-munger ? The rich man dyed, and was | | 
buried ; and in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in | 
torments, and ſeeth Abraham afarre off, and | 
Lazarus in hs boſome, wer. 22. yea, and 1c 
| there, what Abraham eſpecially objeceth 
| again(t him, Yer. 25. Sonne, Remember that | 
| thou 1n thy life time recetvedſt thy good things, Y 
| &C, therefore he 3 comforted, and thoy art tore 
mented, Seea dire teſtimony, concerning | 
the woetull eſtate of ſach, Ph. 3. 18, 19. | 
For mas.y walke, of whom I told you often, and 
now tell you ewen weeping that they are the enz- 
mes of the Croſſe of Chrit ; whoſe end ts ac 
ſtruttion : Well, What are their courſes ? 
Whoſe God ts their belly , Whoſe olorie 15 their 
ſhame, Who mindt earthly things, See here the | | 
end of exceſſive feaſting. And thus you fe 
| the fourth Impediment, and the Remedies | 
againſt it. | | 
Fift let or impediment, that keepeth men | 5-Let- /e. | 
| 


| 
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from ſpending time in Gods ſervice, is the , $2 | 


- 


| ; : | plealures, 
 incrinate purſuite, and exceſſive uſe of car- | how hure- 


nal pleaſirres and delights, vaine mirth and full and 


p 
; dangerous, | 
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The beſt ſpent time, Cray. XI. 
 merriment. This doth follow to be hand-| 
I<d after the former, as being, for the moſt 
part, an inſeparable companion of 4t ; 
Exod, 32.6, The people fate downe to eat, 
an4 to drinke, and they roſe up to play. Son 

| Iſatahs time, this was an adjund of their 
| fealting, 1ſarah 5,12, The Harpe, and the 
| Veroll,the Tabret, and Pipe are sntheir feaſts, 
(therctore they had no time to ſerve God) 
therefore it followeth, But they regard not 
| che worke ef the Lord, &c, certainely theſe | I 
vaine pleaſures, if eagerly followed, will | F 
doe us a gratdeale of hurt, in uſurpinga| I 
great part of preczous time, which was bet-| I] 
| ter ſpent in Gods ſervice, Recreations, if| I 
{ moderately uſed, are very uſefull and re- 
ftreſhing, but if inordinate, they ſpoyle all. 
As 1t1s fitly faid of fire and water,that they | 
are very good ſervants, but evill Maſters-: | 
fire on the hearth is uſefall ; but in the] [| 
thatch of the houſe fatall and dangerous : fo 
pleaſures and recreations are very convent-! 
| ent, it uſed moderately, but very hurtfull, 
if they be abuſed by exceſſe. Yea, even the| |} | 
molt innocent and harmeleſſe pleaſures that | 
can be, are very hurtfull, if followed 1m- 
| moderately ; as the beſt wine maketh the 
ſharpeſt and the quickeſt Vinegar, To bee | 
| lovers of pleaſures, more then of God, 

2 Tem. 3,4. or to ſpend that time in plea- | 
| ſures, which wee ſhould ſpend in Gods fer-| 
| vice, Will poyſon the moſt innocent and 
| harmeleſ pleaſures in the world. 
: Now | 
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The beſt ſpent time. 


Now the Remedies that we muſt uſe a- 
zainſt this great uſurper of precious time, 
2c principally theſe, 
| 1, Let us beſare that the matters of our : 
pleaſures and delights, be juſt and lawtull, 
To take pleaſure 1n ſinning againſt God, 7t | 
s 4 ſport for a foole to doe wicked'y, faith 
Salomon Prov, 10.23, To take pleaſure 1n | 
ſwearing, in exceſſive drinking, or mak- 
ing others drunke, or pernicious and unci- 
vill jeliings, this mirth is wholly earthly, 
{:nſuall, and deviliſh ; this is like him, of 
whom Saſomoy in Prov. 26. 19, 20. that 
cafteth firebranas, arrowes, and death, and 
faith, eAm 7 not in ſport ? Here is wotull 
ſport. Bee ſure thy delights be lawfull and 
honelt. 

Secondly, Seaſonable. If never fo law- 
tull, yet 3t they be followed unſeaſonably, 
they arc deadly and dangerous. Bowle- 
ing, ſhooting, leaping, eſe are lawfull in 
themſelves ; but theſe may be made unlaw- 
full, if uſed unſeaſonably, that is, in time of 
divine Service, or Sermon on the Lords 
day ; Here is Wine turned into Vinegar : 
or in time of any publike calamity, when 
Gods Church is in miſery. This was their 
fault in Azos his dayes, They dranke wine 
tn bowles,&tc, but did not regard the affiuttton 
of Toſeph, eAmes 6.6, So Iſatah 22. 12, 
In that dey did the Lord God of Hoſts call 
to weeping nd monrung, &c. and behold, 
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Seerthax the 
matter of 

our plea- | 
tures bee 
lawfull, 


Romeaj. 
2 
Seaſonable, 


| Jo), and gladneſſe, ſlaying Oxen, and killing 
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_ Sheepe, 
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Remeaie. 3 
| Moderate, 
and not ex- 
ccllive. 
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| 4. Rule? or 
| Rimedy. 
Medit at. 


I 
To confider 
the yvarrty 
of carnall 
pleaſures. 
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| ſeaſonable now, becauſe at this time God 


| npon pleafures, and ſet our hearts upon 
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Sheepe, eating fleſh,and drinking "AY Theſe [ 


were things lawfull in themſelves, but un- 


— = 


called for the contrary, This is the ſzcond |" 


rule or Remedy. ; 
| Thirdly, Moderate and fober,and not cx- 
ceſſive, when wee are even too much bent 


my a > =CY 


them continually, Here was the Rich mans 
fault, that hee fared deliciouſly every day, 
Lake 16.19. when we love pleaſures more 
than Gol; when wee ſpend more time ini 
carnall delizhts, thenin the duties of Gods i 
| ſervice; nay, can finde no time to give v- 
ver, Some ſpend day by day in pleaſures, 
like their reſolution, in {/a. 56, 12. Came 
ye {fy they) [wil! ferch wine, and we will 
fill onr ſelves with ſtrong drinke,and to mor- 
row ſhall be as this dey,and much more abnr.- 
dant, This was exceſlive. 
Fourthly, And therefore the fourth and 
{ laſt Remedy conſiſteth in holy meditation, 
concerning the vanity, and danger of car- 
nll delights, if followed immoderately, 
|To withdraw our af:Aions from rhem, 
conſiaer, | 
I. The vanity, and vacuity of theſe de- 
lights, and pleaſures ; eſpecially, if wee 
|ſeeme to place our happineſk, and felicity, 
[in the enjoyment of them 5; they cannot 
ſatisfie the minde of man, but the more he 
[aoteth uvon them, the leſſe hee findeth 1n 
[Pen See what Salomon _—_—_ of 
them 
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The beſt ſpent Time, | 
them all, when he had ſifted chem to the | 
bottome, eAll « vanity, and vexation of 
ſpirit, That which he ſaith of filver, 1s as 
true of pleaſures, He that loveth them (ef 
pecially too well) ſhal not be fatisfied with | 
them Eccleſ, 5,10, Sce what the Holy | 
Ghoſt pronounceth of all worldly things, | 
and conſequently of carnall and worldly } 
pleaſures, 1ſa. 55. Wherefore doe ye ſpend 
your money, for that which 15 not bread, and 
your labonr for that which ſatisfieth not ? | 
But as in caſe of a} 
burning fever, the poore thirſty creature, 
\cryeth out for a cup of cold water, but the 
cup 1s ſcarce gone from his mouth, when | 
[he cryeth out for more, as being more en- ' 
fame, and farre more thirſtie then betore : | 
ſoit 1s with theſe carnall pleaſures,they doe | 
bewitch us ſo, that the more wee enjoy | 
[them, the more we dote upon titem, Let | 
's ſtay and Moderate our ſelves this way, 
with this confideration, He that thinketh 
to ſatisfie himſelfe with carnall delights, | 
[may as well take in hand to filla ſive with | 
inn , Which would bee an endleflc la- | 
0103 of 


Secondly, If they could fatisfie, (which | 
they cannot doe) yet dote not upon them, 
becauſe they are fo fickle, uncertaine, and 
i0mentany, Alas ! they are but for a ſca- 
fo1, they betake rhem to their wings (like 


riches) aztd flye away as an Eagle towards | 
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| The beſt Spent fime. CHaP. Xl, 
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Megitat-3. dangerous, Carnall mirth doth ever cnd in 


Hurtfull & 


dangerous, 


a wofill copclufion. = Sixt! 


| Heaven : they are of a fading nature, 
and a periſhing condition : they endure 
but for a ſeaſon ; That made wiſe M2- 
fes care little for them, and fo lightly to 
| efteeme them, preferring the afdiaions of 
| Gods people before them , Heb, x1, 25, 
Chooſng rather to ſuffer affliction with the 
people of God, then toenjoy the pleaſures of 
ſinne for a ſeaſon. 


Thirdly, Conſider how hurtcfull, ard 


heavineſ, and bitterneſſh@. Woe ento you 
that langb now, faith our Saviour, for yer 
ſhall wayle and weepe, Lake 6.25, (6. e.) 
| Hearken to this yee merry blades, that 
ſpend all your dayes inmirth, and jollity, 
you w1ll have one day the heavieſt hearts o 
any people under heaven ; in the meane 
time 1t ſtcaleth away the heart. Like as 
| Continuall whetting ſpendeth time, and 
ſpoyleth the ſithe : ſo exceilive ſporting 
{ ſpoyleth the minde, indiſpoſeth to good, 
| and maketh a man even a prey to his luſts 
and to Sathan g yea, and we may aflure our 
ſelves, that it will be bitterneſſ in the later 
| end, for 1t is fare toend in heavineſſ:, either 
; of godly ſorrow, (if we doe repent) or o! 
| deſperate grieſe and ſorrow in hell, /e## rhov 
moxrne at laſt, faith Salomon, Prov. 5, 11. 
when thy fleſh and body are conſumed, &« 
So Tob 21,13. They ſpend their aayes i 
 wea!th, or 1 mirth, faith the margent, 4 20 
#1 4 moment goe downe ro hell, A fearctull end, 
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Sixth chiefe Let or impediment is vainc 
ſpeeches ; which rhe ApS fitly calleth 
tatling, and ſpeaketh of it, as a fault ſome- 
what work than 1dleneſſe, and a thing moſt 
incident unto Women, 1 Tim.5.13. And 


which 1s the babling out of vaine, and 
frothie ſpeeches, the proſecuting of an idle 
tale , which hath neither head, nor foote. 
This 1s a very great confiuner of much pre- 
c1ous time, and a great impediment. 

The Remedies whereof conſiſt, partly 
$2 __ Meditation. 
| Practice. 


1. Conſdcr that God Alntighty 1s a 


| moſt curious obſerver, and anexact carc- 


witneſſe of all onr ſpeeches. We cannot fv 
| much as whiſper a thing, even ſecretly, but 


the Lord taketh notice of it. See an excel- 


lent ſpeech of David, for this purpoſe , 


P/alme 139.3, 4. T hon art acquaizted with 
all my wayes ; for there 1s not a wordia my 
towgwe, but loc, 0 Lord, thou knowest it alto- 
| gether, Had we not need to take heed what 
we ſpeake, as well as what we doe, tor the 
Lord hearkeneth, and lendeth a lifitning 
eare to all our ſpeeches, whether they bee 
right or wrong, /er. 8.6. I hearkened,ard 
heard, but they ſpake not aright, no man re- 
pented bimſelfe of his owne witkeane(ſe, ſay- 


| mg, What have 1 done ? 


That as C od heareth, fo he will call us to 
aſtriX account for our very ſpeeches : for 


[OE God 


not only idle,but tatlers alſo,and buſie bodies ; 
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Meaitat.1. 


L 
Thar God 
doth cuu- 
ouſly 00- 
ſerve ours 
ſpeecics. 
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Metitit. 2. 
* 
God will 


callus to A 
| NtriR ac- 

count tos 
them. 
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| Remedies. 


I 
Confilting 
1Q meEditat;- 
On. I. God 
| ſearche:h 
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the heart, 
« & {ceth our 
th042ars, 
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alſo every idle word into judgment ; Mar. 
12.36. But { ſay unto you, that every idle 
word that men ſhall ſpedke, they forall deve 
an account thereof at the day of judgement. 
For hy thy werds thou ſhalt bee juſtified ana 
by thy words thou ſhalt be condenmed. 
Secondly, Keepe net only thy heart, but 
alſo thy mouth and tongue with all dih- 


I. [ [aid I will take heed unto my wayjes that 
1 finne not with my tongue, 1 will keepe m9 
mouth with a briale. And eſpecially looke 
well to the heart, and keepe that cleane and 
ſure, becauſe oxr of the abwnaance of the 
| heart, the month ſpeaketh, faith our bleſſed 
Savionr, Matth, 12.34, 

Seventhly, and laſtly, Vaine thoughts 
and cogttations, which keepe holy medi- 
| tations out of the heart,and diſpoſe to vant- 
tie, I hate vaine thoughts, {ith David, 
| P/alme 119.118, There is both the diſcaſ?, 
\ and the remedy, This the Lord cryeth our 
| againſt, in lerew. 14.4. Waſh thy heart 
| from wichedneſſe, O Jeruſalem : How long 
| all thy waine thoughts lodge within thee ? 
| The Remedie againſt this laſt impedi- 
ment,is to make conſcience of our thoughts, 
and examine them dayly, and that upon a 
| twofold conſideration. 


| the heart : He ſearcbeth the heart and remner, 
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God will not only bring every worke, but 


{ 


1. Becauſe God is a ſearcher, and diſcer-| 
ner of the very thoughts, and intents cf 


| 


| gence, This was Daviar practiſe, Pſa/.:g. | 
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P/al.' 


_— 


The beſt ſpent Time. "359 


P/al.7.9. Yea, he anderſtandeth the thoughts 
4 farre off, or long before, P/alme 1 39. 2, | 
The Lord knew what thotights the //-ae- 
lites would thinke in theland of Canaas, 
before ever they came there, Dewr, 31. 21, 
2, Becauſe the Lord will bring not only | , 

our workes, but every ſecret thing (our ve- | cog will 
ry thoughts) into judgement, Zcc/2f, x 2, | bring our 
14 ) So that we had need to pray,thateven | thoughts in- 
the thoughts of our hearts may be forgiven | *» judgment 
w,eAtts 8, 22. and thus you feenow the 
fifth meanes, or dire&1on, how-to ſpend. 
mueh time in Gods ſervice, /c. by thus re- 
deeming the time as you have heard, 
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Containing the third and laſt Duty which | 
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we are 10 performe ic, inregard of. 0-| 
thers, & Co 


d Hirdly and laſtly, Seeing time | 2- Dutie. 
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others,and to preſke them earneſtly to ſpend prevaile 
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| Yiition of a religzous heart, that ſuch an one | 
| 'S not content to ſerve God himſclfe, but | 
A. a earneſtly | | 
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The beſt ſpent time, Cuay. X11, 
earneſtly defirsth, and carefally endeavour- | 
eth, to draw others thercunto. "This hath 
ever beene the diſpoſition and the practiſe of 
Gods people, Pfalz;. 122.1, { was glad, 
when they jard mnto 2", let 1s goe tothe 
houſe of the Lord, Where we ſee, that in 
thoſe dayes, {ach as were truly religious, 
were not content to ſerve God themſelves, 
but were ready to exhert and perfwade o- 
thers thereunto. 2. That David was mar- 
veilous glad, -and very ready to accept of 
the motion, Tihis was foretold to bee the | 
diſpoſition of godly perſon$under the time 
of the Goſpell, //7. 2. 2,23 Hit 4, 1, 2, 
It ſhall come te paſſe nth» 1./} daye:, that 
the mountains of the Lo-4 hail te eſtabli- 
fred in the top of the mountaines, &C. ani| 
all Natiens ſhall flow wntosr, Well, What| 
is, or ſhall be, the diſpoſition of godly par; 
ſons in thoſe times? And many people ſhall 
goe up, and ſay, come ye, let us goe mp tothe 
| monntaine of the Lord, to the houſe of the 
God of Iacob ; and hes will teach us of bu 
| wWayes, and wee will walke in his paths, &f. 
The like was foretold, Zach, $8.21. The in- 
habitants of one (ite, ſhall goe to another, 
ſaying, let us goe ſpeedily to pray before the 
Lord, and ro ſeeke the Lard of Hoſts ; I will 
goe alſo, Where we ſee, 
1. That godly people are not content to 
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hort and perſwade others thereunto. 
| 2, That they were ready todoe this ſpcc- 
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>, That he that made the moticn,was him- 


good example, / wi/l goe alſo : an excellent 
patterne for our imitation ; that we ſhould | 
exhort others to make all poſſible ſpeed to. 
krve God, And 2. That fuch as make ſuch 
religious motions, mult be fearefull to goe 
before them,by their owne good examples. 
Now as 1t was foretald that it ſhould be {0 
in the later dayes ; ſo give me leave to ſhew | 
by examples, that it was ſo. Now for ex- 
amples I might produce many, I will in-| 
(ſtance but only in two : one man, and one | 
| woman : that I may perſwade both men | 
and women, to 1mitate and follow ſuch 
rare, and holy examples, Holy Barnabas, 
ke what the Spirit of God faithof him : 
g At, 11.23, 24. (when hecameto Avrti- | 
Woch) ſe. That when he had ſeene the grace of | 
| God among them, he was glad, and exiorted 
them all, that with purpoſe of heart they | 
WW wowla cleave wurto the Lora : for heewas 4 | 
Wood man, and full of the Holy Ghoſt, ce: 
= Wherein we may ſe ; 1. That he that 1s 
truly religious, 1s not content to ſerve God | 
aimfelfe, but rejoyceth greatly in thereli- | 
gious forwardneſſk of others, and is ' 
rcady to exhort, and encourage others to | 
onſtancy, and perſeverance therein, 2. That 


Ghoſt that is of that holy diſpoſition. 
2. The other example 1s that of the 
Yoman of Sameris, /ohn 4. 25, who has 


at 


Ce 168 A zood man, and full of the Holy | 


ſelfe ready to goe before them, by his own. 
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The beſt ſpent Time. CHaP,XII,| 
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4  Ving met with our bleſſed Saviour, and be-| 
"if | | ing by him eftecually wrought upon, and 
| truly converted unto God, the runneth jn- 
| to the City to tell her ne1ghvours, ſaying, 
| Come, {ee & Man that hath told me all that 
bY | - | EVEY { did; Ts ”or he the Chriſt e where Ve 
ſee, that ſhe was not content to enjey this 
ſpeciall favour her {lfc, but ſhe earncſtly de. 
fireth, and carefully endeavourtth to be an 
[ inſtrument and "meanes to prevaile With 
others, and to bring them te God, Let no 
| man ſay, What need I trouble my ſelfe with 
others ? Is it not enongh tor me to berc- 
| | |ligious, andferveGod daily, and truly wy 
ſolfe,unlefie I be forward to exhorte oth:rsf; 
For he that hath true grace, cannot but be: ( 
MH ready to doe all good offices to haſten, and. 
to helpe forward the falvation of others 
Goodneſſ: is even a ſpreader of it ſilk, 
| . | True grace maketh a man to reſolve, li 
2 [ thoſz Lepers, whereof we reade 2 Ky 
& [ 1} 7.9,10, When they had filled, and fatis: 
of | cd their hungry ſtomackes , and caryed fi 
ver, and gold, and hidden it for their uſe, 
Jt | then what they ſay with themſelves, The 
a | ehey ſaid one ts another, We doe not well this, 
48 | day is 4 aay of good tydings, and we hold 
& | M4 | Peace. Now therefore Come, and let uit G 
| the Kings hauſeho!d, Where wee ſec, tlio; 
', though their charity began at home, yctMhj, 
1 , 
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did not end there, but expreſkd it ſelfet 
the relicfe and the benefit of others. hee 


that hath ence taſted of the fweetneſſe 
'S 


8 ag : gl : p , 5 - | 


The beſt ſpent Time. 


| Gods gracious favour, cannot but carneſtly 


one that had the leaſt leature to ſhew it,that 
1s the thiefe on the Croſle, Zuke 23. 49. 
| FeareF thou not Fod, ſeeing thou art un the 
ime condemnation? 41. Ard wee inaced 
juſtly, Fc. but this man bath done nothing 


WM amiſſe. See how many ſignes of true grace 


he hath manifeſted! | | 
1. He confeſſed his owne guiltineſk,and 
the juſtice of God, 


| 
| 

F 2. Vindicatcd the innocency of Chrsff, | 
| 


3. Was aftaed with the 

"Hind brought to feare God. 
fl 4. Earneſtly deſired to worke upon his 
Eillow ſervant ,D veſt thou not feare God, &C. 
(1, e.) © feare God, conſider what a wotull 
eltate thou art Plunged into. 

Reaſons,or Motives io perſwade us here- 
unto, are foure, 

I. Inregard of God, 

2, Inregard of our ſelves, 

3. Inregard ct others, 

4. Inregard of the excelleney of Gods 
Vrdinances. 

1. Inregard of God, becauſe the Lord | 
Smuch honoured, and his Name is highly 


judgement, 


| 357 


pu 
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invite others. See an experiment of this in 


——  —_ 


| 
| 


— 


Metityes. | 


I | 
In regard of 
God : bc- 


agnified ; and therefore hereby we ſhall 
cw our zeale for Gods glory, and our 
F< unto his Majeſty. Gods glory in all 
Pings ſhould be reſpeRed in the firſt place; | 
WW -cther ye cate, or dyinke, or what ſcever ye 
e, ave all to the glory of God, ſaith the 

Aayz 


_ Apoſtle, 


cauſe here- } 
by we ſhall } 
Phew our | 
zcale ro 
his glory, | 
which fs | 
hereby ad- | 
vanced, 


Reaſons or | 
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> The beſt ſhent time. ' Cnae. X11, | 


pl 

| 2+ Motive 
; In regard 
of our 
ſelves, be- 

| cauſe-1, This 
5A good 
Teſtinony 
tnat we our 
{clves are 

| IEliz1Ouss 


—_——— —— — 
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| MCanes 
| Matth.6, 10,11. certainely much glory 


[we arc not content only to ſerve God ow| 
| Klves, but alſo exhort, and excite, and ſtirre 


| flves : Hereby we ſhall manifeſt the wor 


{1s a good teſtimony that we are truely rell- 
| 210us indeed, when wee are not content 


Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10. 31, Now farcly the 
more people, and the greater the company 
15s, that joyne together in ths duties of 
Gods ſervice, the more glory muſt needs 
| hereby redound to God : for the enlarging 
of Chr:ifts kingdome, is a chiefe meanes of 
advancing Gods glory. This our Saviour 
| teacheth, in the very mould, and courſe of 
| the Lords Prayer : it appeareth in the ve- 
| ry order of the petitions. 1. Halloweabe 
thy Name : to ſhew, that in all things, in 
the fuſt place, Gods glory muſt be reſpe- 
ed ; 2. Thy kingdome come: there 1s the 
chicfe meanes, to ſhew that the comming 


| of Gads kingdome is. one chicke meancs 


for the hallowing of his Name ; and the 
enlarging of (br:if*s kingdome is a chick 
for the advancing of Gods glory, 


| muſt necds hereby redound to God, when| 


up others hereunto. 
Secondly, There 1s another Motive to 
perſwade us, which is drawne from our 


| 


of grace wrought in our own hearts. This 


to ſerve God our ſelves, but are ready to 
| provoke, and ſtirre up others hereunto : for 


| go0dn2{k 15 a \ cms of it felfe, it is read) 
to diſperſe aad communicate it felte for the 


- goo! 


ſ 


i 
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he did — Ah. — hn nad —_ — —_ — td 
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good af others. Yee hear d what the Holy | 


Gholt ſaid of Biwiabas, Afr, 11. 23. Thar: | 
he exhorted them all, that with purpoſe? of | 
heart they wouldcleave to the Lord, ver. 24. | j 
for he was a good man, and full of 1:6 Ho!y 
Ghoft. A good man, and one that is full of 
the Holy Ghoſt, is, and will be ready to ex- 
cite, and ſtirre up others unto that which is 
good : Whenthox art converted, ſtrengthen 
| thy brethren, 21d our Saviour, Zak, 22.32, 
He That is truly converted himſclfe, will be 
ready to bea meanes to convert, and turne 
[others to God, See it in David, Pſalme 
| 51. T3, Then ſhall I teach thy wayes to the 
wicked, and ſinners ſhall be converted unto 
thee, Where there is abundance of grace in 
the heart,it will manif={t it ſe]ke in our gra- 
cious ſpeeches, and holy communication, 
Pſal. 37. 50,31. The month of the righte- 
ous ſpeaketh wiſedome, his tenguie will bee 
talking of j1dgement, the Law of 515 God is 
mh heart, &c. for ont of the abnudance of 
the heart, the month ſpeaketh, (1th our Sa- 
viour, atth, 12,34. [have hid thy Word 
in my heart, faith David, Pſalme 119.11. 
See the frnir of this P/alm. 95.6, O come | 
| let 14 worſhip, and fall downe, and kycele be- | 
fore the Lord our maker, &c. True grace 
maketh a man ready to doe good offices for 
others,cfpecially,to perſwace thei to ſerve | | 
| God, and be religious. —- 
| Thirdly, Inregard of others ; For here- I 2 otIr:ee | 
op we {hall beſt manifeſt our love and re-| ;t orc: + 
Ko AaS 
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hereby wwe | ſpe to others; yea,we doe not know,how |: 


all mani- 


wore |; much good we may doe them this way; 


& diſcharge | for by this, we may come t#/ave a ſoxle from 
1 Our CUQETO 


{ others» 
| This hath 
| beene the 


pradfe of 


ods pe0- 


ple. 


| 


| 


death, and cover a multitnde of ſinnes, Tam. 5, 
20. Hereby we may come to be acquainted 
| with the wayes of God, our ſelves and- 0- | 
| thers whom we perſwade, may be hereby 
converted to walke in his pathes ; for P/al. 
| 19. 7. The Law of the Lord s perfett, conver-| 
ting the ſoule, &c. See how contidently Da- 
ws; aſſureth himſelfe of the converſion of 0- 
thers,upon hisbeſt endeavour to teach them, 
Gods wayes, Pſal.51. 13. Then ſhall T teach . 
thy wayes to the wicked, and ſinners ſhall be. 
convertca unto thee, How much more, it we 
come to the houſe and Ordinances of God, 
and bring others with us ? This argument; 
Gods people have uſed, to perſwade others 
to goe with them to Gods houſe. ore, let 
| 244 goe up to the mountaine of the Lerd, for te 
will teach us of his wayes, aud we will walks in| 
| bzs pathes, 1/a, 2. 2,3. This is the way to\ 
bring others to the true feare of G o Þ, as 
| well as our ſelves, if we can perſwade them 
| to accompany us, in the conſtant and fre-: 
| quent uſe of Gods Ordinances. Obſerve an 
| excellent place to this purpoſe, Dexr. 31, 
II, 12, When all Iſrael is come to appeare bt- 
fore the Lord, in the place that he ſhall chooſe, 
| thou ſhalt reade thus Law before all Iſrael in 
| their hearing, Gather the people together, men, 
| women, and chilaren, and the ſtranger that "I 
| within thy gates, Why ſo? What good w_ 
they” 


——— m— —_ Ce ee md 


| to doe all the words of this Law, Where we 


| and ſervice muſt be con— frequented ; 
or 


| hereby we are likely to be inſtruments of 


| 


'milie, and fach as are committed to his 


| and ftirre up others to doe ſo too, See an ex- 


The beſt ſpent Time, . 
they get this > That they may heave, and that | 
they may learne, and feare the Lord your God, | 


{ce,that the houſe, or place of Gods worſhip 


and that it is not enough for us to come | 
thither our felves, but we muſt alſo bring 
our whole families, men, women, and chil- 
dren ; yea, the very ſtranger that doth but 
occaſionally come unto us ; we mult bring 
all to Gods Ordinances. And laſtly, that 


working the feare of God in the hearts of 
thoſe whom we bring;and fo to bring them 
to obedience. Let no man ſay, What neede | 
we trouble our felves with others? Is it not 
enough, for eyery man to looke to himfelfe, 
and to havea care that he ſpend time him- 
jelfe in Gods ſervice, though he doe not } 
meddle with others ? For though Chriſtian 
charitie begin at home, yet it doth not end 
there; but he that is trucly carctull to ſerve 
God himfelfe, will be readie to exhort and 
admonith others, eſpecially thoſe of his fa- 


charge, And ifany thinke nwch at this, yet 
let him know that it is no more then his du- 
tic; Heb. 3.13. But exhort one another day- | 
ly, while it is called roday. Nay, no man can | 

aveany good aſſurance, that he draweth | 
nigh to God with a true heart himfelfe, if 
be doe not doe his beſt endeavour, to excite | 
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Elſewe hate | 


0:r brother 
1n our REeart. 


| make nor meddle with him, &c, Nay, but | 


| 7he beſt ſpent time, Cuav. XII. 
cellent paſſage to this purpoſe, Heb, 10. 22. | 
| 24. &c, Let us draw neare With a true heart, 
ia full aſſurance of faith, having our hearts 
ſprinkled from an evall conſcience, and our bo- | 
| dzes waſhed with cleane water, &c, ut how 
{hall we come to be 2flured that we doe fo ? 
( That you ſhall Fe, Yer, 24. Let 4 conſider 
one another, to provore unto love.and unto good 
workes, &C. Yea, but what good worke are 
we principally to Sring others unta.? Sure- | 
ly, to trequent the Church afſemblies, v. 25. | 
| Not ferſaking the aſſemblius of our ſelues to- 
gether, 4 the manner of {ome 15, So that you 
ſee, we have creat warrant for this, Yea,we | 
mult needs doe it,necellitic is layd upon us, | 
and woCc be unto us if we doe it not, It 1s| 
the voyce of a (ain, Am I my Brothers keep- 
| er ? Gen, 4, Art thou not bound to /ove thy | 
| neighbogr as thy ſelfe ? "But I will tell thee, | 
| that thou doeſt not love, but hate him in 
thy heart, if thou ſuffer him to goe on in a-| 
ny ſintull way, and doe not dos thy beſt en- 
deavour to convert him. See an evident 
place for this purpoſe, in Levit.19.17. Thou 
ſpalt not hate thy brother in thy heart. Yea, it 
is the ſecond maine dutie of the Law, Thou 
faalt love thy neighbour as thy ſelfe. But it 
may be thou art readie to fay , Alas ! I doe 
' not hate him, but wiſh him well, and love | 
| himas my lte; I doe ot trouble him, nor | 


= 


this is not enough, thou mayeſt hate him 
in thy heart, notwithſtanding all this, it 


thou | 


SW” 


—_ ht 


_ The beſt ſpent time, 
thou goe no farther, and therefore ſee whar 
| followeth ; Thow ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy | 
neighbour, and not ſaffer ſinne upon him ; elſe | 
| thou doeFt but hate him in thy heart. So that if 
' we ſee our brother np 


{embles,or heare him Fvear@and blaſpheme | 
the Name of God,or live in any other {inne, 


PO ELTIEN —__— 


heart, and art a murtherer in Gods account. 
Hereby we teſtifie the truth of our love to- 
wards them ; eſpecially, thy familie, and 


— At... a —_— ——_— 


them in thy heart, if thou negle& the good 
of their ſoules. See the concurrent praciſe | 
of ſuch as have beene once truely converted 
| themſelves, that their families have beene 
{cone wrought on, even immediately after. 
 AQ,16..34. It is ſayd of the converted Iay- 
ler, that be beleeved in God, with all his houſe, 
And the like is fayd of others. This was A- 
brahams care, to inſtru and reforme his fa- 
milie, Ger, 18. 19. 1 know Abraham, that he 
will command bu children C& ſervants to keepe 
| the way of the Lord, to doe judgement and ju- 
| ftice ; (z.c. ) I know Abraham will not be 
content to ſerve God himfelfe alone, but he 
w1ll have a ſpectall care to fee that his houſ- 


| 


! reſolution, and godly pietic of holy 19>ua, 


| fingular varietic of Gods mercies towards 


the Church aſ- | 


and doenot plainely rebuke him,thou doeſt | 
not love thy brother, but hate lim 1n thy | 


thoſe that are committed to thy charge; | 
thou doeſt not love them trucly, but hate | 


| 


| 


hold doe fo, as well as he. Yea, this was the | 


Chap. 24. 14, 15. Having reckoned up the | 19Þua. 


them, | 


The Iayler, | | % 


Acs 16, 
Abraham. 
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None bur 
| {ſuch can be 


{ rruely aſſu- 


} 
red of their 


 OWNe conh- 


; ver{jon- 


them , he endeavoureth hereupon to per- 
{wade all the people of God unto areligi- 
ous obedience, faying, Ver. 14. Now there- 
fare, feare the Lord, ana ſerve hum inupright- 
neſſe and truth, But then ſee, ver. 15. it he 
could not prevaile with all the reſt, yet he 
would be fare to prevaile with his owne fa- 
milie ; he durſt undertake for them $ As for 
me, 1, and my houſe Will /crve the Lord, No 
man can have aſſurance that he 1s truely 
converted to God himſfelfe, if he doe not 
put away iniquitie from his Tabernacle : 
See, Job 22. 23. If theu returne to the eAl- 
muyhtie, thou ſhalt be built up ; thou ſhalt put 
away intquitie from thy tabernacles. Oh how 
this would gqnicken our deiire and endea- 
vour to reforme our famlie ; if this was 
layd to heart, and rightly conlidered ; this 
would make a man reſolve with David, 
not to keepe ſuch ſervants in his familie, as 
are prophane, and irreligious ;P/al.101.4. 


not know a wiched perſon: Ver .7. He that work: 
eth deceit ſhall not dwell tn my houſe ; and he 
that telleth lics , ſhall not tarry in my ſight. 
O therefore let us have a care, not onely to 
ſerve God our ſelves, but ler us doe our beſt 
to perſwade others ; eſpecially, ler us have 


wayto bring 
Gods bleſ(- 


{ſing upon 


© 1 our fami- 


a Care to reforme our families,and pur away 


This is the FRINGE from our Tabernacle ; this is the 


way to bring the bleſſing of God both up- 
on our ſelves, and upon our families. The 
power of Religion, where it once cameth, 


ICED — — 3 _ — 
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The beſt ſpewt Time, , Crave. XII. 


ef froWard heart ſhall depart from me, 1 will 


doth 


1 


| 
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| and therefore was lothe to part with him, 


_— 


| 


v2 withhold from ſuch a familie, &c, Thus you 


a 
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doth ever leave ableſling behinde it. As the | 
Arke of God brought a bleſſing with it to 
the houſe of Obed Edowm, 2 Sam. 6. 11, Yea, 
if there be but one perſon in a familie that 
truely fearcth God, the whole familic and 
| houſhold ſhall fare the better for their 
ſakes. Thus God bleſſed Zabans houſe tor 
Zacobs fake, as Laban himſdte contefſed, 


| 


Gen. 50, 27. 1 praythee tarry, ſayth he, for | 
F have learned by experience, that the Lord | 
hath bleſſed me for thy ſake, And ſe the Lord | 
bleſſed Partiphar's houſe for Joſeph's lake : | 
that idolatrous family ſped a great deale the | 
better for ſuch a ſervant ; The Lord bleſſed the | 
Egyptians houſe for Toſeph's ſake, layth the 
Text, Gen. 39. 5. But how mnch more, 
would it be a fpeciall meanes to bring Gods 
bleſſing upon our houſes, and families, if all 
the whole familic would delight to ſpend | 
timein Go Þ 5 ſervice, and be religious ? | 
Doubtleſſe,the Lord would make good that 
gracious promiſe, P/al, 84. 11. That he will 
| be Sunne and Shield unto them ; that he would 


| grve grace and glory, and no good thing would 


ke ſtrong Motives and Arguments, to per- | 
{wade us, not onely to ſerve God our ſelves, 
but alſo toexhort and perſwade our families 
to doe the like, Here are the three firſt Mo- 
tives. 
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 Fherein the fourth Motive to the third 
and laſt Dutie is propounded, aud 
proſecuted, 
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4. Motive. 

Toperſivadte 
us to endea- 


vw Ourthly, The laſt Motive to 
[X/2) perſwade us, not onely to ſerve 
vour to pre- AaGop our fklves, but alſo toi 
1 worliges 6 perſivade others thereunto , is 
ſpead rime | drawn from the conſideration of the worth 
rp and excellency of the exerciſes of Religion; | 
The worth | eſpecially, the duties of his publike and fo- 
2ae exce!- lemne worſhip. How can any of us ſpend 
y of the. | 8 ; 
duries of | Our time better,then in ſuch holy and excel- 
pods pub- | lent performances ? It is even alittle hea- 
or{hip 
and ſervice. | VEN upon carth to be ſo employed ; there 
| have we theWord faithfully read & preach- 
ed, both the Old and New Teitament ; yea, 
there we have the Ordinance of Catechi- | 
| ſing, wherein we have milke for babes, as 
well as mcate for firong men. Bur as toach- 
ing the worth and excellency of this Ordi- | 
nance, I have already ſpoken, Chay, 9, But 
beſides the Miniſtery of theWord, we have, | 
| 1, the publike and folemne prayers,and Ly-| 
| urgie of our Church,wherin all Gods peo- | 
ple joyne together, as one mai), in that fo-| 
 Iemne dutie and ſervice. 2, We have the tos | 
| | y | 


_ —— —— Atl... DA 


| 
| 


— CW. ——— 


| 


_— 


The beſt ſpent time. 
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1y and bleſſed Sacraments, rightly,and due- 


_—_— 


| rethit, 1 Tim. 2, 1, 1exhort, that firſt of all, 


ly adminiſtred 3 both Baptiſme,and the SUPp- 
per of the Lord, which were both of them 


are of profitable and excellent uſe for Gods | 
people, that have occaſion to joyne roge- | 
ther in the celebration and participation of 
them. 
| Firſt, For publike prayer in the Congre- 
cation, ſee how expreſly the Apoſtle requi- 


| to oe read jn our publike Lyturgie ; yea,and 


| | boole, or for rheir length, or the multitude 


| | hath beene th2 5ra/Fice and cuſtome of the 


prayer, ana ſupplication, and interceſſion, and 
aiz2ing of thankes, be mage for all men, for 
| Kinas, and ſth 25 are in authoritic. Let no 


| C 


; man deſpiſe the publike Lyturgie of our 


; Church,and the prayers that arc uſed there, | 


as if God regarded not fuch prayers as are | 


read upon a booke; for certainly, the moſt 
godly, learned, and witeſt men, that I have 
| heard,or read of, have approved of et forme | 
| of prayers: yea, one of the wiſit and ableſt | 
| (even of thoſe that have diſliked the Cere- 
| monies of our Church ) hath yet highly e- | 
{:c2mcd of the prayers, which are appointeh | 


—_—— 


—_— 


doth profeſk publikely, that in his opinion, | 
| no wiſe man will diſlike ſuch kinde of pray- 
ers, <rver becauſe they are read upon a 


of them : 552, ye ſheweth plainely, that it 


prayers,and approveth of,and juſttheth the | 


clearely inſtituted by Chriſt hunſclte,. and | 
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| Tlluſtration. 
{ In regard 
; of the 


L 
- Companie 
f that is pre- 
ſent there, 
Bu 2 | 
| The pre- 
{ lence of 
| Gods peas 


| ple, 


| 
| 


| 
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| 
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| The beſt ſpent Time. Car. XI1.! 


| any prayers that are made in ſecret in our 


| 


| ritude ) with him to the Houſe of God, be- | 


| ſlte, was all his delight; P/al. 42. 4. Pſa. 


practiſe of Sods Church in that regard; | 
yea,ſce how highly that pious man hath ap- 
proved of the Booke of prayers, appointed 
by Authoritie for the keeping of publike 
Faſts : concerning which this reverend 
Divine fayth thus, concerning the fayd 
Booke of prayers, That any ak as ample, 
holy, effecuall, and fit for the preſent occa- 
ſion, as ever were inany Lyturgie that he 
had ſcene. Having therefore cleared this: 
in the firſt place,give me leave to ſhew you 
the worth andexcellency of publike prayers 
in the Congregation, in ſome reſpec above | 


| Cloſets,or in private amongſt our peopls in 
our families. See it in foure particulars. 
Firſt, In regard of the exccllency of the 
company that 1s preſent there in a ſpeciall 
manner : which I will naniteſt unto you in 
theſe three particulars. = 
Firſt, The Church and people of G o b 
are preſent there, in a moſt ſpec1all manner, 
and readie to joyne with us 11 theſe publike 
pravers, Now 1t mult needs be an excellent 
thing, and very beneficiall unto us in this} 
regard, This made David delight in the du-| 
tics of Gods publike worſhip and fervice ; 
yea, and cary his whole houſ-hold ( a mul- 


cauſe he was ſure to meet with the Saints of: 
God there, in whom, next under God him- 


1G. 3. My goodneſſe, O Lord, extendeth not 


9. 
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| zo thee,b»t to the Saints which are on the earth, 
| and to the excellent, in whom 35 all my delight. 
| This made him ſo glad when he was exhor- 
ted by any to goe to the houſe of God, ſe.in | | 
regard of the good company: that he was 
fire to finde rhere. P/al. 122. 1. 4. f Was 
| | 
j 


olad when they ſayd unio me, lct us goe wp to 
| the hoaſe of the Lord, Why fo? That yee (hall 
ke, Ver, . Tuither the Tribes goe Hp, the | 
Tribes of the Lord, &C, to give thaukgs to the | 
Name of the Lord : and, ver; 8. For my bre« | 
bren and companions fake, I will now ſay, peace | | 
be within thee, Loe,this is one ſtrong Motive | 
that ſhould perſwade us, not onely duzly to 
frequent the houſe of God our ſelves, but to 
exhort and {tirre up others to joyne withus | | 
therein, /c. becauſe of the people. of C o D, | | 
that ars there preſent in a ſpeciall manner, | 
Secondly,Not onely Gods people are there | 2 | 
| preſent,but alſo the holy Angells of ©od are —_ 
 Wprclent in our Church afſemblies. As 7hey | there: 
are at all times fent forth for the gaod of thens 
that ſhall be hetres of Salvation, Heb, 1.14. | 
lo eſpecially then, when we are the molt ic | 
riouſly imploycd in the daties of Gods pub- | 
Iike worſhip and f{zrvice ; they then pitch. 


— 


wa keepe us in ail our wayes ; rauch more 
When we walke in the wayes of God, tlicy |. | 
are then preſent with us in a molt ſpecial | 
Danner, This the Apoſtle intimateth, in. 
bat dire&tion which he giveth to women, | . 
Corll. 10, Fer this cauſe owght the Woman | L 
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370 | The beſt ſpent Time. Cruar,XlII, 
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| chryſoſtori | to have power on her head, (that is, to have 
| © Parexs | her head covered, in token of ſujeQtion ) 
ſtew becauſe of the Augells, (4.e, ) The Angells 
{01Tobz 4. | Arc In a molt ſpeciall manner preſent in our 
| -2;c 117. | Church aſtmblies, and will diſlike ſuch dif: 
| orders. Yea, this was alſo figured to Gods 
| people in Salomon: time, and hence it was, 
| that the walls of Sa/omms Temple were full 

of (Cherubims round about, 1 Kg, 6. 29, 


| > _ 
| to intimate unto Gods people, that the ho- 


[ly Angells of God were 1n a ſpectall manner 
| preſent in. the Church aflemblies. . This 
| ſhould perſivade us to make grear account 
| of the publike prayers 1n the Congregation, 
| vor 2. | Thirdly, Not onely the Saints and An- 
| the Saines | Els, but alſo the Lord himfelte is in a moſt 
| and Angels, | f5eciall manner preſent,at our publike pray- 
| bur alſo rhe | ge . R 
| Lord him- | CS 1n the Congregation : Loe,f am with you 
Bee | alwayes, to the end of the world, fayth our Sa- 
FIC © p . 
7 | viour, Cat.18, 20, Eſpecially, at publike 
| prayers ; for of ſich kinde of afemblies our 
bleſkd Saviour ſpeaketh, Aat.1 8. 20, Where 
two or three are oathered to gether 17 my name, 
| OI | | 
there arms I in the middeſt of them, Oh how 


| 
| this ſhould perfivade us, not onely to ſpend 
| 
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time in Guds {crTice our &lves, but alſo cx- 
hort others to doe fo too, tn regard of th: 

excellent company that we are there fir] 
to meete withall, the holy Saints, and ri! 
».14frat. | Angels of God ; yea, and rhe Lord himfelk 
; Such pray- | Secondly, Becauſe publike prayers, thut 


| ers arc uſt- | \ G 
| ally mot |ArE preſented to God 1n the Congregation, 
| powerfull | are nfually moſt prevalent, and powertul 
| and preva- | and 
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| The beſt ſpent Time, [9 | y 
# mmm nn HH 
and likely to prevaile with God, eyther for ' 
the obtaining of ſome ſpeciall blefling that l 


we want,or preventing,or removing ſome | 
heavie judgement, eyther felt, or feared ; 
for the Lord loveth the gates of Zion, more 
then all the dwellings of Incoh, Pal, 87. 2.1 
Such prayers do uſually finde ſpeciall accep- 
tance with him, See what a promiſe our Sa- 
viour hath made to fach prayers, Mat, 18. | 
19. Againe, I ſay unto you,zf two of you(tmmuch | 
| more, 1f two hundred ) /aa/! agree on earth, | 
as roughing any thing that they ſhall aske, 3t | 
ſhall be done for them, of my Father which # in | 
| heaven, For there the Lord commanded bis 
| bleſſing,and life for evermore, ſayth the Text, 
| P/al.133.3. Yea,the Lord himfelfe dire&eth 
to theſe publike and folemne prayers , as 
thoſe that of all others are the moſt cf&:u- 
all to prevaile with God ; as appeareth in 
7oell 2, when he foretclizth a judgement fu- 
ture ; ke what the Lord prelcribeth, as the 
meanes to prevent it,Y.15. Blow the Trum- 
pet 1a Zion, ſonttifie a Faſt, call a ſolemne af- 
ſembly ; I. 16. Gather the people, ſanthfie the 
| Congregation, aſſemble the Elders, yea gather 
WW the children, yea, the bride and bridegroome, | : 
the Prieſts and Miniſters of the Lord, all mult | 
beſtirre themſelves, with taſting,and weep- | 
Ml ing,and praying;and then ſeethe event pros | 
16 miſed, 7.18. Then will the Lotd be jealous for | 
wat 2:5 Land; and purie has people, Ver.19. The like | 
on. promiſe we have, 2 Chroz. 7. 13, 14, If the | 
people that are called by my Name , ſhall hum- 
Eo 2. 3 B: bls\. 
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OT wen, 


ble them, elves,and pray, and ſecke my face,&c, 


prayers arc excellent, becauſe molt eff:&uall 
and prevalent with God 1n time of danger, 
Yea, this was the opinion of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, and therefore it was that he frequen- 
ted the Zewiſh Synagogues, the places ap- 
poynted for publike prayer, though he was 
the moſt excellently furniſhed with the ſpi- 
rit of prayer, of any that ever were ; yea, 
and thoſe Synagogues had great corrupti- 
ons in them : which ſheweth how highly 
he eſteemed of publike prayers, which were 
ſolemnely made to God in the Congregati- 
on. This alſo appeareth by experience, Sec 
what wonderfull ſucceſſe the Nirivites had, 


publikely & folemaly they went to worke) 
he repented of the evill that he intended to dic 
«110 them,and he did it not. So (ee the ſucceſk 
that 1-hſophat had by this meancs, even at 
a dead lift, 2 Chron. 20. 3.13. Concerning 


which the Storic ſtteth out three things 1n 


danger they were in, their enemies being 
many 1n number, were readic even ſuddenly. 
to ſet upon them, ver. 1, 2, 2, The courl:| 
that they tooke, to prevent the danger,v.3. 
He proclaimed a faſt, and ſet himſelfe to ſeek; 
the Lord : yea, ke how ſolemnly they went 
to worke ; Ver. 4, 7udah gathered themfel 


together to aske helpe of the Lord, even out if 


all: 
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The beſt ſpent time, Cu av. XIII, 


So that in the opinion of God himfelke, ſach | 


in proclaiming publike faſting and prayer ; | 
Tonab 8. 10, When God ſaw their Workes (how | 


that co, as the moſt remarkeable, x. The! 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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all the Cities of Indah they came to ſecke he = h 
| Lord: and ver. T3, eAnd all ludah ſtood be- | -Þ 
fore the Lord,mith their little ones their wives, | i| 


| and therr children,there was none left out, Then ” | 
thirdly, See the ſtrange and admirable ſuc- | 
ceſſe that followed hereupon, ver. 22, 23, = 
| 24, &c, They had the viorie, withour 16 | 
| much as ſtriking of a ſtroke, the enemies de- | 
{troyed one another, and the ewes had no- i 
thing to doe,but onely to divide the ſpoyle, 
and returne due prayſe and thankeſgiving : 
| | to God,for fo miraculous a deliverance. Sec 7 
here the power of joynt prayers,like a great | 
flood, they beate downe all before them. | | 
| And indeede, in all reaſon the prayers that 
are made by the publike vote of Gods peo- | 
ple, muſt needs be the moſt effeuall ; for if 
the effettuall fervent preyer of one riohteors | | : 
WM 1a availe much, Tam. 5. 17. much more of 
many : Mat.7.7. Aske, and you ſhall have; | 
| ſeeke,and yee ſhall finde ,and knocke,and it ſhall 
W ve opened, Tf a whole Towne or Parith doe | 
| all joyne together, to aske a boone at ſome | 
"I great mans hand, they are moſt likely to pre- | 
I vaile, rather then one man alone. 2, If many | 
eyes do joyne in eking a thing that 1s Joit, 
WW there is the more probabilitie to hnae it ; 
and if many joyne together, with joynt for- 
\{M c<5,to knocke at heaven gates ; are they not | 
' Wtie more likely to beate them open ? O then | 
' {Wehe lockiſh folly of fuch as regard not theſe | 
' {Mpuwlike prayers,that are made to God in the | 
Church affemblies, but dos often abſent | 
Bb 3 them- L 
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Such pray- 

ers redound 
© moſtroGods 


| The beft ſpent Time. Cray XI, 


— 


themſelves, upon every light and triviall 
| occaſion ! 'ca,and ſce the folly of thoſe that | 


preferre their owne private prayers, before | 


| the publike pray<is of the whole Church of | 
{ God inthe Congregation:but above all,the| 
| folly of thoſe is moſt palpable, that doe be-| 


] 


my that time in private reading upon a! 
booke, which they ſhould imploy 1n joyn- 


ing with Gods people in pablike and fo- 
| Iemne prayers : ifthis be not to offer unto 
| God the facrifice of fooles, I muſt needs/ 
confeſke, I doe not know what is. 
| Thirdly, The third thing wherein the! 
worth of ſuch kinde of prayers appeareth, 
is in regard .of the glory that hereby re- 
doundeth to God, I know the Lord recei- 
veth glory by the performance of holy du- 
ties 1n ſecret, and in our families, as well as' 
| in the Congregation : but as x Cor. 15.T her: 
are degrees of glory there is one glory of the Sun 
another of the Moone, another WA ſtarres: 
in this caſe;1.Secret duties in our Cloſets, 
that may be compared to the glory of the 
| Starres. 2. Private dutics in our tamilies, 
' that may be compared to the Moone-light. 
| 3. Publike duties in the Congregation, that 
| may be compared to the glorious light 
| the Sunne;So that the moſt glory doth here 
| by redound to God, Hence it is, that Dawi 
' had fach a ſpeciall reſpe& to the duties ol 
' Gods publike worſhip and ſervice zas P/al. 
111:1.7 will praiſe thee,O Lord,with my whol: 

| heart, inthe aſſembly of the apright, andin zhe 
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C ongregation. So,P{al. 116.18.1 will pay my 
vowes now in the preſence of all his people. \Nny 


|? Surely, becauſe he knew that much glo- 


ry did hereby redound to God, P/a/.29.1,2, 
Groe unto the Lord glory and ſtrength ; groe 
zxto the Lord the glory due unto his Name - 


| But how ? It followeth; Worſhip the Lord in 
| the beantie of Heolines, By this mcanes we 


giveunto God the glory ducunto his name, 
Fourthly,In regard of the ſ{weetnes & com- 


tort that hereby redoiideth to Gods people : | 


this 1S afeaft of fat things;yea,hereby we taſte 
that the Lord ts gracious, I'Pet,2,3. And Itis 
unto Gods people the very joy + rejojeing of 
the heart, they arc like unto them that keeps 
holy day,as Davidexpreſſth it,P/.42.4-v. 


H AP, 
Centdining a Deſcription of the exceliency 
of the Sacraments, of Baptiſme, and of 
the-Lords SHPPET « ; 


Econdly, As the excellency of the 
publike prayers ſhould perſwade 
us, not onely to frequent the 
SI9R2 publike cxerciſes of Reltgion our 
{lves, but alſo moye us, to exiort and per- 
ſwade others : ſo the exczllency of the Sa- 

craments, which are rightly and duely ad- 

miniſtred in onr Church aſſemblies, thoud 
alſo perſwade us hereunto. O the excellency 


| 


of theſe ſeales of Righteouſriefſe, as the Apo- | 


{tle calleth them, Rom, 4. 11, Sec it 1n both? 
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the Sacraments of the new Teſtament. And 


Firſt, For Baptiſme,Conſider rhe excellen- 
cy of this Sacrament in it ſcite,8 the uſcful- 
elit of it, 1n regard of our ſelves. 

It was the Lord eſs himfelte that inſtitu- 
ted & appointed this Sacrament. It was he 
that ſaid unto his Diſciples, ar. 28.19.Goe, 


7 


<— 


1 | andteachall Nations, and baptiſe them in the 
Hs F Nam of the Father ,and of the Sonne,&c. and 
Chriſt him- | therefore in no caſe to be lighted or diffe- 
__ | garded, Let no man thertfore deſpiſe this Sa- 

crament, or ſcorntully turne their backs np- 
| on 1t, when 1t 1s adminiſtred in the Congre- 
gation, ( as many doe, who eyther depart 
| thence, or el{> employ that time in private 
reading,as it this Ordinance did nothing at 
all concerne them)for it was Chri/t himſelte 
{ that inſtituted it,& therefore any contempt | 
, | orindignity oft:red herein,muſt needsreach 
The admi- | unto (riff himfſ:lfz, as the abuſe of the 
niſration | Kings broad ſcale extendeth to his Majeſty, 

2 | Secondly, There is none of us bat may Þ 
Beneficialt | rece1ve much good by this Sacrament of 

| TO Us- | Baptiſme ( whenſoerer it is adminiftred ) Þ 
x. Benefit. | 1f the fault be not in our ſelves ; for hereby | 

| | we ſhall not onely teſtifie our due reſpeR to 
Gods Ordinance, and conſequently to his Þ 

al 1 ' owne Majeſtic ; but beſides, hereby we ſhall Þ 
i mindqof | be-put 11 minde of our owne Baptiſine, and 
Baptiſne, | OUT participation in thus bleſkd Sacrament, 
«ru ne and of thoſe admirable benefits, which we 
we then ve- | CREN TCCEIVed, as, ſc, the remiſſion of our 
ecived, {C:ns, otr fpirituall new-birth and regnera- 
ky tion, 

s _ "3B ENRE ——:. 100, 


{ly Ghoſt, 10h. 3.5. Yea, hereby we become / 
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tion, being borne of water and of the Ho- 


—_u H. cc. 
————_——— one | 
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the members of Chriſt, the children of God, 
and inheritours of the kingdome of hea- 
ven, as we have it in our Catechiſme., And 
how can webe put in minde of theſe bene- 
fits, without being in ſome meaſure ſtirred | 
up unto praiſe and thankfulnes tor the ſame, } 
when we have ſuch a lively commemoratt- 
on of our being ingrafted into the body of | 
Chrift,and ofour originall fins being waſh- 
ed away in the bloud of Chrift ? Now if 
any wonder, or thinke it ſtrange, how any | 
ſ:ch beneSts ſhould hereby be conveyed un- | 
to us ; let him coniider, that Gods ordai- | 
ning of any thing, doth make it eftecu- 

all to the end for which it 1s appoin- 

ted, although in 1t felfe it feeme never ! 
ſo improbable , or wholly impoſſible : 

Sce 2 Kirgs 5, Naamasn the Syrian com- 

ming to the Prophet to be cured of his le- 


vroſfie, he ſendeth him to waſh ſeven times | 
in ſordan, and he ſhould be cleanſed, this } 


ſeemed a very incredible thing in the eyes 
of this great man, goe waſh in lordan; here 
a likely courK to cure a man of his leprofie : 


it waſhing In a river would have ferved 
the turne,I need never to havecome hither, 
| for,faith he, eAre nor Abanah, and Pharpar, 


, 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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rivers of Damaſcus better then all the wa- | 
ters of Iſrael? &C. and ſo he began to goc | 
his way in a rage, faith the Text, verſe 12, 


yea, and if ſome of his frvants had not 
| better ' 
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| better confidered of the matter, hee had 
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| bit of bread,and a fall ſip of wine,ſhould 
| 


| 21 mawk of Chbriſf, with all his merits ? 


——. 


|{Wailderneſſs, God commandeth them, as a 
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gone backe againe as uncleane as hecame ; 
for, ſay they, Ay father, if the Prophet had 


thou nt have done it > How much mire, | 
VWhat hurt can it doe thee, if thou waſh in 


Torday ? Belides, 1t may happily prevaile 
beyond all expeRation, And fee the ſequel], 


chilae, and hee 7:75 cleame, So let no man 
lay, What likely-hood, or probability 1s 
there, that the wathing or beſprinkling the 
face of an Infant with baptiſme, ſhould bee 
the inſtrument of regeneration ? Or that a 


be of ſect admirable efficacy, as to make ns 


or certainely , the Ordinances of G o D 


| make a thing admirably cff:uall, above | 


and beyond all imagination, What an ad- | 
mirable paſhge to this purpoſe is that 
which we have, Numbers 21,9. Where 
being ſtung with fiery Serpents in the 


et. 


| remedy, that they ſhould make a Serpent of 
| brafſe, and ft it upon a Pole. Now in the 
{eye of carnall reafon, this was an unlikely 
[thing to doe any good at all ; and yet the 


Text ſheweth how admirably cff:cuall it | 
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bidden thee doe ſome great matter, won!1eff | 


when he ſaith unto thee: Waſh and be clean ? | 


ver, 14. He went dowzr, and dipped b1m- | 
| [cl/2 jeven times in Tordan, according to the 
faywag of the May of God, and his fieſh 
| Cre a7.me, ihe rents the fleſh of a little 
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| The beſt ſpent Time, | 379 | 
| Was ; ſo that he that could looke towards | 
; the braſen Serpent,was healed immediatly ; | 
and fo whoſoever can look at ChriF, with ' \ 
an eye of faith in his Ordinances,ſhal ſurely 
be healed. So that here 1s the firſt benefit 
| that We may receive, and the ground of it. | 
Secondly, So often as we ſe this Ordi- R_ " FI 
nance of Baptiſine adminiſtred, fo often we | pur usin 
may be put in minde of our duty, and the | nin%ot ne 


Yow WCe 


folemne vow and promiſe that we made | made then 

to God in that Sacrament, /c. that wee | 209 
would torfake the Devill,and all his works, 
&Cc. and that we would believe in God,and | 
keepe his Commandements, and fo approve | 
our ſetves to be {hriſts faithful ſervants and | | 
| Souldiers unto our lives end. And is it not | | Þ 
of ſingular uſe, to bee put in minde of our | | Þ 
| duty ? And how can we chooſe but remem- Wi 
{ber it, when we ſe and heare the like, nay | | 
| the fame vow and promiſe made to God, in | 
the behalfe of another ? This is another | þ 
| ſpectall benefit. | 
Thirdly, Hereby we may be put in mind | 3: Bewpt. | Þ: 
of that which we undertake, as ſolemne ! _ fakes 
| Witneſks in the behalfe of our God-chil- | Bapriime |} Þ 
dren,or our children in Goa;that ſo we may | ininmnde. of | | 
put them in minde of what we promiſed | that which | | 
ti1ecy under | F 

| for them, and fe that they be vertuouſly | rovkeinthe 
brought up, and to this end call upon them | bcbalfe of j 
| to heare Sermons, &c. all which, all pro- | | 


|} 
miſe, but few performe. This will minde | [ 
ll 
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us of this duty, 


| Fourthly, and laſtly, Hereby we have a | 4+ Benefit. ||, 
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| Hee, 1 the ' | : "I. 

| behalfe of | be made a lively member of ({ br, a true 
tl Infant | 

baprized. | 
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| 4" oppor- | fit opportunity of performing a good of-} 
TIirTY « . > - . 

| forming ficc, in reſpect of the preſent infant bapti- 

j 2 zoodot- | zed,/7. to pray unto God for 1t, that 1t may | 


child of God, and hereafter an inheritour of 
the kingdoms of heaven. In which reſpec, | 
it would be a good point of wiſedome 1n 
| Parents,it they would provide (as much as 
| may be) that their children may be baptized 
on the Sunday, or holy day, for folemne at- | 
ſ{embly of Gods people; that by this meanes 
| . | their children may have the benefit of the 
Jovnt prayers of the whole Congregation. 
2 | Secondly, The excellency ot ths other 
| Ears $0P> | Sacrament of the Lords Supper,and the be- | 
| | Ze excel- | ncfits which we receive thereby,is another | 
p | exy 9H |{trong motive to perſwade us, not only to | 
delight 1n the exerciſes of Gods publike | 
worlhip and ſervice our ſelves, but alſo to | 
exhort and ſtirreup others hereunto. For 
this bleſſed Sacrament doth fitly ſucceed and | 
follow after the former : for firſt we live, | 
| and then we are noutiſhed, So that as the 
Sacrament of Baptiſine, is a Sacrament of | 
1itation, or implantation into Chri#t : So 
the other, is a Sacrament of our continu- 
ance, and growth in Chriſt, By the firſt,the } 
| life of grace is begun ; and by the ſecond, | 
continued, or preſerved inus. This alfo 1s | 
| an Ordinance Fr hbri5F's owne inſtituting : | 
tor the Apoſtle telleth us expreſly, that he 
| recesved it of the Lord Ieſus, who, the ſame | 
wight that be was betrayedtooke bread, we | 
o| 
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| So that this bleſſed Sacrament is nolefle ex- 

ccllent then the former, let us (as in the for- 
mer) conſider what benefits wee may re- 
ceive, fo often as this Sacrament is celebra- 
ted among us, and received of us. 

1. Herebythe Lord 7e(#s Chriſt,with all 
his precious and fouic-faving merits, arc 
| graciouſly offered unto all, and beſtowedet- 
teually upon the toules of all worthy re- 
ceivers : a matter that is fitter to be admi- * 
| red, and faithfully believed, then curioully 
 difpured : for the manner of it, this is c- | 
 nough,for our fatisfaRion,to believe(accor- 


ITT 


| meant the very Body and Bloud of {4ri#, 
' which are verily and indecd taken, and re- 
ceived of the faithfull in the Lords Supper. 
And for the proofe of this, we have the ex- 
preſſe words of our Saviour, T ake, eate, 
| this my Body, So that herein Chriſt Teſus, 

| with all the merics of his Body and Bloud 
| are offered unto us, and beſtowed really 
| andeffeually on all worthy receivers. 

| 2, By receiving of rhis Sacrament, we 
 joyntly profeſſe our common intereſt 1n 
| Chriſt, and our communion with him, and 
' one with another :; and hereupon this Sa- 
 crament is fitly called the communion, 
1 Cor,10.16. - ap 
| 3. Herebythe promiſes of God, ana the 
| merits of { bri# are ſealed up unto us : So 
. that hereby we come to have both Gods 
| 


Beneficall 
LO US, 


Benefits. 
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"Hereby we 


ding to the docrine of our Church) that | 
| by the Bread and Wine in the Sacrament,is | 
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| Hand Seale, to affare us of the pardon of 
our {ins, and of eternall happineſſe : in 


Seales of rightcouſneſſe, Rem, 4.11. 


| Fourthly, Hereby our corruptions are 
mortificd, and the graces of Gods Spirit 


greately augmented and confirmed 1n us. 
' Theſe Ordinances, through the ſpeciall 
bleſſing of God, doe nouriſh and feede our 
ſoules unto lite eternall, So that meſt true 
we {hall finde that ſpceeh of our Saviour, | 
Tob, 6.55. For my Fleſh is meate inaced,and 
| 92y Blond # drinke indeed, Yca, ver. 51. 1 


| heaven ; 1f any max eat of this bread, hee 
| /pall live for ever, and the bread which f 


{will groe, is my Fleſh, which { will give for 
| che life of the world, Only remember, that 


all this muſt bee underſtood of ſpirituall 
cating, as our Saviour Himfelte, in the fame 


—__—— 


when his groſle hearers made that carnall 

queſtion, ſaying, How can this Man give 

| 265 hes fleſh toexte? verſe 52, Our Saviour 
doth carneſtly confirme it {till,ver, 53, Ex- 

cept ye eate the Fleſh of the Sonne of Man, 

and drinke his Bloud, you have no tife in you, 

| Ge, Yea,when many of rhe Diſciples were 


—— 


| giveth them fatisfation, ver, 63, It 5 the 
Spirit that qarckneth, the fleſh profuteth no- 
| thing; the words which [ ſpeake unto you, 


| they are Spirit, and abey arelife; rothew, 
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| am the livieg Bread which came downe from | 


place, giveth us expreſly to underſtand : for 


 offznded, and murmured at 1t, fe how he} 
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| which reſpe& the Sacraments are called the | 
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kettle 4. 
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| ceiving this Sacrament our ſelves, but allo | 
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that all this muſt beſpiritually underſtood ; | 


ne 


tie the cating and drinking mult needs be, 
So that this is enough to perſwade us to va- | 
lue, and highly toeſteeme this Ordinance, 

becauſe therein Chrsf# Teſws 1s verily, and | 
indeed taken and received, to the eternal } 
benefit and comfort of all worthy recei- | 
vers : an argument ſuthcient, not only to | 
per{wade us to take all opportunities of re- | 


to perſwade others hereunto, in regard of | 
the great bencfits that arc here offered and | 


celvers. 


 fetually repreſented unto us. So that we 
may in this caſe uſe the benefit of our eyes, 

to ſe the Bread broken,and the Wine pow- | 
red ont, to fignifie the death of Chrift, and 


hands do as it were handle the Word of life, 


in our care ; but in the Sacrament, the ſane 
is molt lively repreſented unto our eyes, /c. 
the death of Chriſt : $9 that as often as wee 
eate that bread, and drinke that cup, we ſhew 

the Lords death, till he come, faith the Apo- 
{tle, x Cor. 11.26. Yea, and this is a ſpe- 
ciall end, for which this Sacrament was or- 


for the foode is fpirituall, and fo of necefii- | 


the ſhedding of his Bloud ; fo. that our | 


| Chrift, as 1 John 1, 1. The Word foundeth | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; 


dained at the frit, Doe this, mremembrance | 


. . , | 
'T: me, faith our Saviour, Afarth,26, Yea, | 
tae 


Pg ICY 


— 


— " <— ———C —_— cu —— __— ____—— — — 


» 
» = x 
bd 4 
\ © -& . 
* LEY ©. - #4 # ” * ” 
» 1 R 
- 


x A | 

| Fifthly, Hereby we have the commemo- | 5; Benefit} | 
. , | . The com- b. 

ration of Chris death moſt lively and ct- | ,\.;.oracon } | 


of the dearht} 
of Chriſt, | © 
moſt lively | 
repreicntedy Þþ 
Unto us, | | 
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| The bef ſpent time. 
the Sacraments are moſtlively repreſentati-| 


| ChrifF was really againe cruciticd before | 


whole diſcourſe,namely this,that time ſpent 


' ſervice our ſelves, but alſo carnelſily to doe 
k Torr others to doe | 
the like, eſpecially 0MFamilies, and thoſe 


Cray. XIV.) 


ons of the ſaffxrings of Chr, as if therein 


our eyes, according to that ſpeech of the 
Apoſtle to the Ga/arbianr, chap. 3,1. O 
fooliſh Galatians, Who hath bewitched you, 
that you ſhould not obey the wreth, before 
whoſe eyes Jeſns Chnih was evidently ſet 
forth, even erucificd amongst you ! How 
was he crucified among them, but only 11 
the Word and Sacraments ? So that where 
the Word is faithfully preached , and the| 
Sacraments duly celebrated, .there 1s eſtes 
Chrift fo evidently fet forth, as if he was 
even crucified among that people. Oh how | 
this alſo ſhould perſwade us, not only to } 
frrve God our felves, but alſo to doe our 
beſt, to perſwade others to ſpend time 1n | 
Gods ſervice ; eſpecially, if we remember 
the Doqtrine, which is the 5round of this 


—_ cu. 


in the duties of Gods ſervice, 1s abſolute- 
ly and incomparably the beſt ſpent time : 
then certainely we would eaſily be perſwa- 
ded, nor only to ſpend much time 1n Gods 


our beſt endeavo 


which are more eſpecially committed 
Unto our charge; that ſo we m2y not 
only ſave onr ſelves, but aiſe 
them that velong wnto 18 , 
1 Tim, 4, 16. 
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